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PREFACE. 


Thb  plan  of  the  following  story  in  its 
mde  outlme  was  first  committed  to 
paper  on  the  seventeenth  of  January 
1830.  I  Lad  just  concluded  the  com- 
position  of  Cloudesley.  .  The  Great  Un- 
ImowB^  as  he  had  for  years  been  de- 
nominated^  had  sufficiently  shewn  that 
it  was  not  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
mind  of  an  author  to  lie  fallow  for 
years^  between  the  conclusion  of  one 
work  of  fiction  and  the  cominencement 
of  another.     And^  old  as  I  was^  and 
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little  as  it  might  become  me  in  other 
respects  to  put  forward  a  comparison 
between  myself  and  the  writer  now  re- 
cently  deceased,  I  feit  an  ambition  to 
shew  that  I  upon  occasion  could  be  no 
less  unintennitted  in  the  invention  of  a 
narrative.  Tbe  circumstances  that  com- 
pelled  me  to  lay  aside  the  undertaking 
for  a  time,  are  such  as  it  would  be 
impertinent  in  me  to  intrude  upon  my 
readers.  Suffice  it  to  say  that,  after 
an  interval  of  many  moAths,  I  was 
induoed,  with  no  mixture  of  irresolute- 
ness^  and,  as  I  would  hope,  with  no 
flagging  wing,  to  resume  my  task. 


December,  1832. 


DELORAINE. 


CHAFTER  I. 

IIlY  ftiher  was  an  Engliah  gentleman  with 
an  estate  of  thiee  thouaand  pounda  a  year.  I 
VTBM  bis  miy  aon*  I  waa  hraa^it  up  with 
cvery  imagimibfe  indul^pe&oe«  My  wiahea  were 
anüdpaled.  Every  giatificalam  waa  pncuied 
for  me,  thaft  by  any  chanoe  might  make  my 
daya  paaa  in  clieeifiilneas  and  joy.  Yet  I  waa 
not  utterly  spoikd.  I  had  a  tator»  the  moat 
atniable  and  exemphry  of  men.  Hia  plan  waa 
to  teadi  m^  by  making  tbe  fhisga  it  waa 
VOL.  I.  a 
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intended  I  Bhould  leam  inteiesting  to  me. 
He  was  an  excellent  mathematician.  He  had 
a  most  discriminating  taste  in  poetry^  history, 
and  fine  writing  ef  eveiy  kind.  Add  to  this, 
that  he  was  penetrated  with  the  deepest  enthu- 
siasm.  He  had  a  voice^  musical  and  silver- 
toned:  he  had  an  eye  that  varied  to  every 
sentiment  that  passed  within  him^  and  that 
impressed  all  these  sentunents  in  succession 
upon  the  bottom  of  my  heart.  I  leamed^ 
because  I  desixed  to  learn.  The  beauties  of 
Virgil  and  Horace  and  Homer  were  unfolded 
before  me  by  the  skill  and  snaoeptibility  of  my 
tutor.  I  did  not  leam  the  constniction  and 
the  language  first^  and  afterwaxds  oome  to 
discem  the  merits  of  the  aathor  I  read.  My 
instructor,  when  he  opened  the  first  page  of 
the  book  I  perused^  taught  me  to  fieel  its 
excellenoe«  His  enthusiasm  became  mine  r 
and  all  wluch  ia  trying,  harsh  and  repulsive  in 
the  common  modes  of  edocation^^  was  in  my 
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eise  tunied  lato  delight.  It  scaroelj  ever 
happened  Aat  the  summoas  wbich  announced 
tbe  haar  d  study  sounded  harslüy  in  my  ear : 
OD  the  contraiy  I  obeyed  it  with  tbe  eame 
alacrity^  witli  wliich  other  boys  listen  to  the 
snmmoas  that  ealls  them  to  acenes  of  .sport 
and  Teereatioiu 

In  the  midst  of  grati&cations  and  peaoe  like 

this  I  paaaed  the  eaily  years  of  my  life.    I  am 

now  the  most  forlom  and  odiona  of  men.    Au. 

the  pkasnrea  of  life  have  at  length  deaeited 

me;  and  evely  calamity  and  miaery  is  heaped 

on  my  head.    I  have  no  friend ;  er  only  one^ 

whom  the  tiea  of  nature  and  her  own  excellent 

&poeitioii9  have  rendeied  mine  hy  bonda  never 

to  be  diasolvedv    Like  Oain^  I  have  a  mark 

trenched  in  my  forehead,  that  all  men  ahould 

ahrink  fiom  me.    I  ait  alone ;  f  or  no  one  wiU 

oome  near  me^  no  one  will  endmre  me.    Seidom 

do  I  go  ont  from  my  apartment ;  aeldom  doea 

the  freah  air  of  heaven  breathe  upon  me ;  and 

b2 
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that  only  in  the  darkest  night^  when  even  all 
tbe  Stars  afe  wrapt  in  impepetrable  gloom. 
Oh^  liow  deep  is  my  remorse !  how  unvaried 
and  endl^ss  aie  tbe  days  and  nights  that  suc- 
ceed  eacb  other  in  my  desperate  existence! 
But  I  am  wrong  to  say,  unvaried.  Tbe  variety 
is  endless ;  bnt  the  change  is  only  of  misery« 
My  life  is  spent  in  etemal  alarms«  I  cannot 
call  an  .bour  my  own ;  for  tbe  neict  bour  may 
Tender  me  up  to  tbe  vengeanoe  that  my  crimes 
have  so^amply  deserved. 

But  all  that  I  am  here  stating  is  disjointed 
and  abrupt«  Tbe  feeling  of  what  I  am,  con- 
founds  and  overwhelms  the  reooUection  of  what 
I  had  to  say«  I  must  conquer  myself.  I  must 
beat  down  and  trample  under  foot  this  devil 
that  for  ever  rises  before  me,  and  will  let  me 
see  nought  but  bimself.  I  have  sat  down  with 
a  determination  to  record  tbe  fortunes  of  my 
life ;  and  tbe  taak  sball  be  performed. 

J  have  sud  that  I  passed  in  all  right  dispo- 
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sitioiis  and  all  bappiness  the  period  of  my 
boyhood.  But  I  did  much  more»  I  lived  from 
tbe  day  of  my  birth  to  the  day  in  which  I 
oampleted  tlie  fortietli  year  of  my  age — ^it  were 
buficroQS  to  say— in  a  State  of  enjoyment  that 
kings  might  have  envied.  Kings  cannot  know 
feUcity  like  mine«  They  have  the  caies  of 
empire.  Tliey  are  placed  in  an  imnatural 
aituaüon.  They  are  seated  on  an  ennnence, 
that  the  shafts  of  ill  fbrtone  may  strike  them 
the  more  snrely*  A  hing  has  ndther  btodier^ 
BOT  genuine  associate.  The  ^^fitvoiirite"  of 
high  fortone  ^  haa  no  friend»"  He  Imows  no 
sympatfay :  he  Stands  alone  in  the  woild*  - 

Bat  I  i^as  placed  in  all  seeming  secnrity« 
My  Situation  in  life  was  Hke  that  of  the  ob* 
score  and  sequestered  vaUey,  A  thoosand 
storma  might  brew  in  the  sldes  above;  con* 
tending  tempests  and  hurricanea  might  sweep 
ftom  point  to  point  among  the  monntaina: 
bot  firom  my  sfadtered  nook  I  looked  up,  an4 
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smiled  at  the  impotent  tumult  and  fiiry  of  the 
elemental  \ntr. . 

Every  day  that  I  live^  I  think  of  the  quiet 
and  beautifiil  stream  of  my  former  years. 
More  than  half  the  period  ordinarily  assigned 
for  the  longest  term  of  human  exiatence  I 
passed  in  bhundesa  tranquillity,  Why,  before 
the  acene  thus  became  changed  upon  me,  did 
not  I  ceaae  to  exist  1  Many  of  the  most  il- 
luatrious  characters  recorded  on  the  page  of 
hiatory  died  without  having  seached  the  age 
I  have  mentkmed.  Alexander  the  Great  de- 
ceaaed  in  the  thirty-second  year  of  his  age. 
The  anthor  of  our  holy  religion  dwelt  in  thia 
vale  of  tears  for  about  the  aame  intenral. 

What  a  thing  ia  character,  honour^  or  vir- 
tue!  I  paaaed,  throngh  all  the  ordinary  re- 
lationa  of  hnman  life  nnblamed.  I  have  been 
a  good  aon,  a  good  hnaband,  and  a  good  father. 
My  friendahipa  were  warm  and  aincere ;  my 
cnmitiea  temperate  and  placable.    My  tongue 
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was  erer  at  tbe  ^cenrioe  of  tbe  honest  and  tbe 
generous  cause ;  my  piirae  was  ever  open  to 
Ae  daims  <sf  the  distessed.  How  many  tean 
of  eameat  sornnr  haire  I  shed  over  tbe  ealami- 
tiesoftfaedeBemiig!  How  sinoeiely  hare  I  pi- 
tiedaad  allowedfor  tfae  fimlts^even  llieciiines, 
of  those  who  weie  strongly  teoapted  into  the 
paths  of  error  l  If  I  faad  died  then^  those  who 
loved  me  might  have  tcnmed  orer  Ihe  mosT 
copums  eollectkm  of  epitspfas^  have  selected 
the  cae  tfaat  was  most  pan^yrical^  and  with 
anUnshuig  front  have  mscribed  it  upcm  my 
omh. 

I  have  aftenxompared  my  case  whh  that  of 
die  emperor  Tiherios.  He  did  not  arrive  at  the 
empre,  tili  he  wae  fiur  deacendug  from  the  vi- 
gonr  and  flower  of  human  existence*  He  was 
an  able  statesman^  and  an  accomplished  war- 
rior.  He  was.  conrteoas  in  his  demeanoor^  and 
Gonsiderate  in  his  condnct.  The  very.steadiness 
and  moderation  of  his  temper  wonfor  him  mii*. 
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veraal  confidence  and  appboae.  It  might  be 
said  of  him,  as  tfae  BomaQ  hiatorian  haa  said  of 
aaother  emperor,  that,  if  he  had  never  moimted 
the  throne,  all  men  would  have  judged  he  de* 
senred  it«  What  he  mueiy  when  he  became.  pos- 
aeased  of  abaolnte  power,  is  emUanmed  in  the 
imperiabable  records  of  history. 

I  have  deacribed  the  period  of  my  boyhood, 
When  I  aaid,  that  I  waa  brought  up  with  every 
imapnable  indulgence,  that  every  gratification 
vaa  amdoaaly  procured  for  me,  and  that  I  had  a 
tutor  the  most  amiable  and  ezemplary  of  men, 
in  roaking  thia  enumeration  I  have  recorded 
the  character  of  my  fiither.  He  diadiarged 
erery  duty  towarda  me  that  ariaea  out  of  the 
important  relation  in  which  we  Btood  to  each 
olher;  and  he  rq^arded  me  with  the  fondest 
partiality.  It  ia  no  fboliah  pampering  of  my 
vanity  and  aelfishnesa,  when  I  say,  eovered  aa 
I  now  am  with  wretchedneas  and  diagrace, 
that  I  deaerved  hia  love,  that  he  saw  in  me 
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every  Aing  thsi  ooold  mosk  gittdfy  his  pa* 
teattal  aaudety«  ICy  undenitaiidiiig  ma  of  no 
cwmmwn  «der ;  my  taite  was  pme,  vmd  and 
üfinad  j  lay  applictttian«  imd  lesfoiiii^  vorthy 
of  Hie  afacatfcm  I  kadracehred ;  and  my  dis^ 
pontacMia  noiile.aiid  generous^  füll  of  aSisctioii» 
and  fonned  for  tlie  leeqptiiwi  and  cuhmition 
afCriendaldp«  . 

Whcn  I  had  nadied  a  SDiftaide  age»  I  was 
iatrodncai  into  paiKament^  an  iMmour  wYdck 
Jbad  bcu  oominaiidod  by  my  fatbef  befere  mc^ 
tait  fiouL  iriucii  ha  had  afteiwafda  rafctfad»  Pre« 
nomtft»  Um  occwimce»  I  bad  not  beeo  with« 
out  mdi  a  ende  of  oenniaetiana  nd  ftieadi^ 
a^  migfat  baat  contnbiite  to  niy  cttjoynient  and 
adfaatage.  I  had  Tirited  aereral  of  the  courta 
of  Euröpe^  and  cndeavouted*  to  aftorc  my  mind 
witb  gndi  obaenrtilianB  aad  eiparience^  aa  6ught 
beat  qo^fy  BK  for  tiia  offieea^of  a.  aanalon  . 

Bot  it  waa  not  ^  I  aet  up  an  eataUiafamant 
m  London,  and  waa  vefpiMj  atgßgtd  in  my 

b5 
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parliamentary  fimctions^  that  I  in  the  strictest 
sense  became  a  meinber  of  the  fafthionable 
World.  I  was  two-and^twenty  years  of  age. 
My  figure  was  prepossesaing  $  my  countenance 
procured  me  general  favour  and  acceptance; 
and  my  speech  was  musical  and  impressive. 
I  possessed  in  füll  measure  the  ordinary  ac- 
complishments  of  a  gentleman.  My  address 
was  happy ;  and  I  rarely  wanted  the  presence 
of  mind,  or  the  flow  of  words,  to  do  justice 
to  my  conceptions,  My  intellect  was  stored 
with  copious  Information;  I  had  read,  I  had 
Seen,  I  had  reflected  on  all  that  could  best 
enable  me  to  do  justice  to  myself  in  whatever 
concurrence  of  circumstances  I  niight  be  placed. 
My  jttdgement,  so  far  as  it  had  yet  been  tried, 
was  sound ;  my  penetration  considerable ;  and 
I  had  those  powers  of  Imagination,  that  could 
best  make  the  future  present  to  my  thoughts, 
enable  me  to  enter  into  the  condition  and  feel- 
ings  of  others,  and  qualify  me  to  adom  my 
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own  remarksy  or  my  t^bwre  m  geneftd  conver* 
aalion,  with  such  animated  pictnres^  and  siidi 
hj^piness  of  iUustration^  aa  migbt  send  away 
tbooe  vhofle  circlea  I  Jßrequeiited  with  pleasing 
leeolkctioiiaj  and  eaibalmed  my  natne  with  an 
i^pceeaUe  odonr,^— I  have  no  gratification  in 
pnttiiig  down  these  remimscences.  I  am  com* 
posing  tliB  lecord  of  one  who^  in  every  valuable 
flenae  of  the  word^  i&  already  deceaaed« 

It  was  in  the  drcles  of  faahionaUe  Ufe  tbat  I 
&aA  met  with  the  beautiful  Emilia  Fitzcharles^ 
by  whose  appearanoe  I  was  immediately  cap* 
tivaied,  and  lAom  in  no  long  time  I  made  my 
wife.  It.is  to  aay  little,  to  affinn  that  she  was 
saperlativdy  hands<Hne ;  though  the  soft  bril-* 
liancy  <^  her  eye,  the  fairnesfi  oi  her  brow^  and 
the  fireah  morning  losea  tbat  glowed  in  her 
cheek>  were  such  as  I  never  aaw  equalied  in 
any  otber  of  her  sex,  There  was  something 
in  the  aimplest  of  her  attitudes^  that  expreBBed  a 
being  just  descended  from  the  celestial  spheres^ 
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new  ligfated  <m  the  earth«  The  charm  lay  prin«* 
cipHlly  in  that  very  simplicity^  the  total  absence 
of  all  design,  and  e^en  of  consciouaness.    Her 
80ul  ahone  through  her  oörporeal  firame,  com» 
posed  her  limbs,  and  gave  them  an  tir  and  a 
grace^  which^  if  you  saw  it,  you  would  eaaily 
apprehend^  but  which  no  imaginatioo,  no  power 
of  the  inventive  fiicnlties,  couU  parallel.    She 
was  all  a  miracle.    Wfaen  she  looked  at  you, 
her  eyes  were  frai^ht  with  intell^;ence^  com- 
bined  with  a  benignity  that  was  more  than 
human.    Yoa  could  scarcely  have  the  audacity 
to  accost  her— not  that  thcre  was  any  thing 
in  wiuit  you  saw,  that  was  proud,  imposing, 
focbidding, — she  was  the  gentlest  of  her  sex,— 
it  was  her  perfection,  her  ftiultlessness,  that 
awed  you.    It  was,  so  to  ezpress  myself,  her 
attracdon,  her  firankness,  her  unreserve,  that 
kept  you  at  a  distance«    It  was  like  what  I 
have  remarked  at  one  point,  of  the  waters  of 
the  Tweed:  you  have  but  to  stqi  over  a  brook. 
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and  yoQ  are  at  once  in  a  aew  comitry,  and 
ander  the  mle  of  anodier  gmeimuent.  Hie 
thouf^t  Itaelf  mnat  gire  yoa  pause.  Tlie  atep 
k  dadaive,  and  nny  be  incapable  of  being 
levcked.  It  ia  Ünia  Aat  it  ia  related  of  Mary 
qoeen  of  Scota,  ^Aen  ünt  had  abeady  nt^ 
ged  her  hone  into  Ae  atream  tfaat  die  m%lit 
ieek  the  protection  of  Elizabeth,  Ihat  one  of 
her  fNflUid  oonnadlorB  f ollowed  her,  Bcized  tha 
bridle  of  the  ataed,  and  endeaTOored  at  the 
lafceat  «woBMfwt  to  oanvinoe  her  of  the  portent-i 
€08  reanlta  that  migfat  attend  her  praceeding. 

My  fiiat  aeqnaistanoe  inth  Emilia  was  made 
in  London,  and  in  the  brilUant  circlea  offittlnon« 
Bat  tfaia  introdactioQ  was  speedüy  ancceeded 
by  an  c^iportanity  to  eee  her  nnder  a  difierent 
Wfedtf  and  to  obaerre  her  qnaUtieB,  and  the  in-« 
eitimable  treaam-es  of  her  head  and  her  heart, 
moie  fnlly  than  I  conld  oHurwiae  haire  done, 
in  ar  reral  retreat.  Aa  Ae  annimer  advaneed,  a 
fiieadof  nane,  abrotber  member  of  the  houte 
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of  commons^  invited  me  to  spend  aome  days  at 
a  oountiy-fieat  he  ponsessed  in  the  neighbour- 
hood  of  that  of  the  father  of  Emilia.  I  was 
secretly  charmed  with  so  fortunate  a  coin* 
ddence.  I  had  often  been  delighted  with  the 
fMxuety  of  thia  fnend;  our  views  of  life  and 
literature  for  the  most  pari  coincided;  and 
there  was  a  liyeliness  in  his  wit^  and  an  origi- 
nality  in  his  remarks^  that  gave  a  namelesa 
grace  to  his  conversation.  But  this  was  not 
the  princi|ml  cause  why  upon  this  occasion  I 
aeoepted  his  invitation  with  so  much  eager- 
ness«  His  residence  was  at  only  aeven  miles 
distance  firom  that  of  Fitzcharles. 

The  first  morning  after  our  arrival^  we  rode 
over  to  pay  our  respects  to  the  amiable  old 
man  and  his  interesting  danghter.  The  road 
lay  paitly  through  the  park  of  a  nobleman»  the 
wealthiest  land-proprietor  in  the  oounty^  the 
turface  of  which  was  beautifully  variegated  with 
hill  and  yalley^  with  forest«  treea  and  under- 
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wood,  whiA  a  fteah  and  limind  river  dini 
hilo  tvo  aneqiud  parta,  orer  wlüdi  we  paated 
bjr  afaridge:  aod^  whoi  we  quitted  the  park,  the 
lest  of  ovT  way  lay  for  the  mott  pari  thioagh 
an  avenue  of  lofty  trees,  whose  bianches  nearly 
iinited^  and  formed  a  oontmuoua  eanopy  ovet 
OUT  headfl,  now  and  theo  bcoken  by  an  naex« 
pected  viatat  to  the  neiglibouriog  coontry« 

Onr  ride  waa  delightfid  3  and  the  thought  of 
the  point  in  wMch  it  ^^as  to  tenmnate^  tea^ 
dered  it  doably  intereating  to  me«  The  old 
man  and  bis  daugbter  were  at  home  and  alone$ 
and  he  inaisted  on  onr  ataying  to  dme.  We 
accordingly  dbrniaaed  one  of  our  aervants,  to 
annonnce  to  my  friend'a  honaehold  that  we 
aboold .  not  letum  tUl  late  in  the  evening. 
Anotber  neigbbour  of  Fitscharlea  dropped  in 
aoon  after,  and  joined  na«  We  atroUed  about 
the  gTDunda;  and  occaaionaUy  repoaed  onr-« 
advea  in  the  alcovea  with  wbich  the  gardena 
were  interaperaed.    Wbether  by  accident  or 
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otkenriflei  tiie  three  gentlemen  who  were  i^ji 
manner  «t  home  in  the  acene^  kept  together» 
and  canvasaed  their  rund  politks,  the  agri-* 
cultural  and  other  impioveiiients  they  ountem- 
plaled^  and  the  little  ancodoUis.öf  the  neigh- 
boorhoody  vhile  Emilia  and  I  weie  left  to 
amuae  each  other  aa  we  conld, 

Hece^  amidst  the  calm  and  serene  soenery 
of  natuie^  the  appearad  to  me  a  new  creature. 
In  the  1^  and  tlte.(ip«vruig-toom  abe  outabone 
idl  her  oompetitOirf ;  ahe  aparkled  with  dia« 
ponda;  and  th^MBisle.  and  elq^oe  of  hev 
altire  poilitcdly  cUakingiiidied  her^  pt.leaat  ia 
my  eye,  from  the  crowd  of  femafea  of  faahion: 
and  beanty  that  aorrounded  her.  Her  motiona 
were  more  graceful»  her  voioe  of  a  moie  bappy 
and«  beartfelt  intonation,  and  her  remarka  in* 
flnitdy  nune  atriking  and  agreeable  than  any 
thing  I  coold  obaerre  in  the  Uidiea  that  were 
then  moat  in  vogue, 
'  tJBat  it  waa  a  totally  different,  and  a  nuidt 
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aoie  endamlhig  MCDa,  to  Miold  her  witk  all 
the  ^R«lili9  aad  yet  all  Uie  aobm^  of  natnre, 
•o  to  speak^  for  a  badt-groimd.  8he  adomed 
Ae  aoost  exalted  and  tlie  noblaat  cindea.  Bjr 
tlie  reaiatlesa  ckaracter  of  her  channa  abe  tx^ 
tmgniahed  all  the  leaaer  atara  that  aouyht  to 
contend  wHh  her.  But  amidat  the  wooda  and 
the  groyea  the-nAcde  vaa  in&dtely  more  gca« 
tif^iiig.  Heie  there  waa  no  contenlum«  \t 
law  all  hamioiiy^  and  ihe  parte  of  the  pietme 
aeemed  to  belong  to  eadi  otber.  Natura 
aoited  wkh  ErntEa;  and  Emilia  uaoted  with 
all  that  waa  moat  raviahing  or  most  tender  lä 
the  oljectB  of  naiare.  In  the  ball^Toom  all 
ma  rmdry;  a  atnig^^  however  inefffictnal 
in  the  rest,  for  superiority  \  and  the  apeetator 
coold  not  avoid  the  having^  aa  k  were,  oopied 
inlo  hia  8oal>  the  uneaay  aenaations^  the  heart« 
bnrnhiga  and  the  envy^  that  prevailed  aronnd 
him.  Bat  with  Emilia,  among  parterrea  of 
flowers  and  majei^  trees,  whUe  the  light  and 
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fleecy  douds  floafted  along  in  a  thousand  fan- 
tastic,  yet  graceful  fonns  and  in  all  their  stain- 
less  freshness  oirer  our  heads^  I  feit  that  every 
düng  within  and  aroond  me  emanated  from 
<«e  sacred  and  ineflEEible  Bouroe^  ^^whose  body 
Nature  is^  and  Gbd  the  sool/' 

The  day  ^»peared  too  short;  and  I  started 
with  sorpriae  when  my  friend  told  me  it  was 
time  for  us  to  take  our  departure.  A  few  days 
after,  my  host  set  out  for  a  meetmg  of  country- 
gentlemennpon  some  affidr  of  local  interest. 
We  called  in  our  way  at  the  house  of  Fitz- 
eharles ;  and,  as  I  had  no  concem  with  the 
meeting  that  was  to  take  place,  I  oontrived  to 
vemain  with  Smilia,  while  the  two  gentlemen 
proeeeded  to  their  place  of  appointment.  Emi* 
lia  had  now  a  female  cousin  with  her  on  a  visit, 
a  kind,  good  creatore,  whose  presenoe  gave 
deoorom  to  our  ooUoquy,  and  who,  like  Celia 
in  As  Tou  Like  It,  being  herseif  characterized 
hy  the  absence  of  egotism  and  pretensions. 
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tvttaed  DO  pain  from  my  almost  ezdnaive 
attention  to  her  cfaaimixig  relativ« 

Fitzchaiiea  remariccd  the  partiaUty  fhat  waa 
taking  root  between  me  and  Ms  daug^iter,  and 
was  not  unwilling  to  favour  it*    Hiß  invited 
me,  when  the  term  of  xny  visit  to  my  piesent 
host  was  oompleted,  to  oome  and  fayour  him 
tat  an  eqoal  period  with  a  reaidenoe  under  hia 
looL    I  loved  bis  frankness ;  we  .underatood 
each  other  without  fiorther  ezplanaüon«    Theie 
waa  no  contract  or  precdae  anticipation  be- 
tween  ns«    Each  party  was  free;  and,  on  tbat 
accomit,  tbe  silken  conia  of  ingennons  paaskm 
lat  a  thooaand  times  more  ligbtiy  upon  me; 
and  I  was  only  the  moie  bappy,  becanse  theie 
was  no  poflsibility.  tbat,  in  houn  of  gloom^ 
ind  in  the  neceasarUy  variable  weather  of 
bmnan  life,  I  could  ever  bave  occasion  to  look 
buk  to  a  libertyl  bad  too  suddenly  parted 
with,  or  too  bastily  compromised.    I  migbt 
lepent,  if  I  pleased ;  I  migbt  withdraw,  with* 
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out  slur  to  the  nicety  of  my  reputadon,  and 
without  giving  to  aoy  one  a  right  to  com- 
piain;  and  that  very  circumstanoe  effectuaUy 
barred  the  door  against  so  much  as  the  thought 
to  repent« 

The  eligiblenesa  of  the  match,  and  the  in- 
tegrity  of  my  character^  f reed  us  f rom  even  the 
forma  of  xestraint.  We  wandered  wherever 
we  pleased.  We  found  onradves  sometimea 
in  the  most  impervioufi  thickets  and  reoesses, 
which  we  had  phmged  into  without  the  slight- 
eat  premeditation*  The  acene  had  to  me  the 
leconunendation  of  entire  novelty.  I  had  never 
belbre  been  in  unreserved  communication  with 
an  acoomplished  female  of  my  own  age.  All 
the  topics  of  oonversaüon,  all  the  thoughts 
that  paaa  through  the  mind^  are  in  that  case 
eutirely  different  from  those  which  occur  with 
a  friend  of  our  own  sex.  With  a  male  friend 
each  party  haa  hia  own  pretenaiona^  ia  careful 
to  maintain  hia  ground^  and  feels  a  rivalalup 
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even  in  the  midBt  of  the  moat  entire  appctfent 
leciprocity«  Tbere  is  a  jetJousy  |  each  party 
lajB  down  the  law^  the  law  of  bis  own  mind^ 
takes  care  that  there  is  a  clear  atage^  and 
siunmona  bis  fiicultiea  to  enaUe  him  to  render 
t|ie  justice  dae  to  his  caae;  even  when  he 
Ustena  to  his  friend^  when  he  attenda  with 
defeience,  and  ia  gratefbl  tot  the  light  he  re- 
odvefl,  fitin  he  thinka  of  himself^  ia  anxioua 
that  he  should  not  be  f onnd  in  the  act  of  be* 
traying  the  cleamesB  and  independence  of  hia 
nnderstanding^  and  in  the  wannest  paioz]r8m8 
of  amity  remembers  that  he  and  the  partner 
of  his  heart  are  distinct  beii^. 

In  the  graver  and  more  sentimental  com* 
mnnications  of  man  and  man  the  bead  still 
bears  the  soperior  sway;  in  the  nnieserved 
intimadea  of  man  and  woman  the  heart  ia 
eirer  appennoat.  Feeling  is  the  mam  thing  9 
and  judgment  passes  for  little.  We  go  im- 
mediately  to  the  point,  not  wbether  this  thing 
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or  that  thinff  is  trne,  but  how  do  you  ^e 
this  thing  or  that^  what  pulse  of  approbation  or 
disapprobation^  of  delight^  of  emotion,  or  sym« 
pathy,  does  it  rouse  in  your  bosom  ?  If  I  and 
my  male  firiend  agree  in  a  certain  opinion^  it 
is  well;  I  feel  so  much  the  more  kindly  towards 
him,  so  much  more  gratification  in  onr  ac* 
quaintance«  Still  however  we  are  two.  But, 
with  a  female,  and  that  female  the  object  of 
my  growing  partiality  and  preference^  every 
new  agreement  of  sentiment  and  approbation 
bringe  us  nearer  to  each  other,  removes  one 
more  brich  from  the  wall  which  originally 
separated  us,  dissolves  our  several  identities, 
and,  as  it  were^  melts  us,  like  diffierent  che- 
mical  Bubstances^  in  one  crucible,  and  mingles 
US  in  heart  and  spirit,  with  a  feeling  that  we 
can  never  thereafter  be  divided. 

Between  man  and  woman  in  matters  of  af -^ 
fectionj  there  is  no  rivalry^  no  oompetition. 
We  are  two  diflferent  species  of  being;  or  at 
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kast  the  distiaction  of  sex  divides  iu  no  less 

eSectnally.    I  sbould  no  more  think  of  a  oon* 

tention  of  this  Bort  with  the  woman  of  my 

heart,  than  with  a  being  of  the  isEiimal  creation 

beloir  xoey  or  ^th  my  gtiardian  angel  above 

me.     With  my  male  friend  I  still  stand  upon 

my  defenoe;  I  reseire  a  corner  in  my  heart, 

Aat  is  sacredly  and  exclusivdy  my  own.    But 

witfa  the  female  I  love  it  is  otherwise;  I  throw 

open  the  gaftes  of  the  citadel^  and  lay  the  keys 

of  the  foitresB  at  her  feet.    I  never  have  the 

una^naüon  that  we  can  have  separate  va^ 

teresta;  and  I  invite  her  to  enter  into  my  soul^ 

and  to  poesesB  the  *'  crown  and  hearted  throne 

of  my  love*"    We  are  truly  united ;  she  is 

^'bone  of  my  bone^  and  flesh  of  my  flesh;"  and 

for  this  otmooB  eause  ^'  shall  a  man  leave  &ther 

and  mother^''  comparatirely  estrange  him  from 

all  other  li?ing  things,  '^and  cleave  to  bis 

wife/' 

We  mamed;  and^  if  e?er  man  was  happy 
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in  the  wedded  Btate»  I  was  so.  Bat  all  the 
pleasures  I  afterwards  experienoed^  never  had 
the  power  to  obliterate  my  yivid  remembrance 
of  the  days  of  courtship,  Hope  is  in  some 
respects  a  thing  more  brilliant^  xnore  vivifying, 
than  firoition.  What  we  have  looked  forward 
to  wHh  eager  and  eamest  aspiration^  is  never 
in  all  respects  equal  to  the  picture  we  had 
fonned  of  it.  The  very  uncertainty  enhances 
the  enjoyment«  Rest  is  not  the  natural,  the 
most  elevated  State  of  man.  As  virtae,  so  hap*« 
piness,  consists  in  action,  in  a  perpetual  pro- 
gress  towards  that  which  we  have  not.  Love 
acqiures  an  additional  principle  of  gratification 
from  the  uncertunty  of  its  climate,  its  smiles, 
its  frowns,  initnicitüe,  inducia,  bellum,  pax 
rursum,  '*  its  little  quarreis,  its  subsequent  ca- 
pitulation,  its  brief  hostilities,  and  their  never- 
failing  attendant  and  follower,  peace.*'  Weare 
not  satisfied  with  a  climate  of  unvaried  sun- 
•hine.  When  the  zephyr  plays,  and  the  branches 
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are  moved,  and  Ught  rammer-cloacUi  ffit  along 
the  9ky,  we  ezperience  a  more  enüre,  an  erer- 
Tenewing  gratification.  The  very  unoeftraity, 
tbe  thoiigfat^  ^'  Here  it  may  all  break  oB,  and 
be  at  an  end,''  imparte  a  tingKng  ddight,  a  life 
that  ahoota  throagh  all  my  veina.  It  is  like  the 
flickiering  of  a  lamp  that  goidea  ua  in  an  untried 
path;  it  aeema  dying,  but  to  revxve  again ;  and^ 
wlieB  hope  moat  appeara  to  haTe  deaerted  U8, 
k>y  it  niddenly  bivsta  forth  with  a  brightneas 
that  we  think  will  never  mofe  aubaide  and  be 
cxtinguiahed. 

The  impeifection  of  the  State  of  conrtahip  is 
iU  perfeetion.  We  have  alwaya  something  to 
look  forward  to.  However  extatic  may  be  my 
present  atate  of  enjoyment,  there  is  still  better 
bdiind.  The  prospect,  the  comparison  of  the 
present  and  the  fiiture^  ''wben  we  shaU  hunger 
and  thirat  no  more,"  gi^^  to  the  aonl  a  peace 
fhat  no  words  can  deacribe. 

ConrtaUp  ia  a  holy  State,    In  tfae  midst  of 

TOInl,  c 
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temptation  we  are  chaste.  We  put  a  bridle  into 
the  moath  of  pasaioa,  and  no  inconect  motion 
or  gesture,  no  word  but  of  entire  purity  and 
delicacy,  escapes  the  lover.  We  feel  this  sanc- 
tity,  and  are  fully  aware  of  the  robe  of  honour 
with  which  it  invests  us.  As  our  words^  so  also 
we  tum  our  thoughts  and  the  topics  on  which 
we  discourse^  to  refined  and  elevated  themes. 
We  feel  how  widely  we  are  remoyed  front  the 
^^  beaats  that  perish,"  and  how  we  approach  to 
the  sublimity  of  an  angelic  essence* 

Yet  all  this  would  have  been  nothing  but  in 
such  a  courtship  as  mine.  Not  for  one  mo- 
roent  did  I  doubt  of  the  rectitude  of  mind,  the 
generosity  of  spirit,  of  my  Emilia*  I  knew  that 
all  was  right  in  the  ultimate  result«  Had  the 
case  been  that  of  a  waywardness  of  purpose, 
a  vapriciousness  of  detennination,  a  thought 
that  loved  to  tyrannise,  and  delighted  in  the 
anxiety  and  a£Dliction  of  her  lover,  our  positaon 
would  have  been  difierent.  But^no.  Hercourse 
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like  thatof  tbe  orb  by  whicb  the  world  is 
.  Though  the  cknida  miglit  gather^ 
and  the  heaven  be  obscored  Sot  a  moment,  yet 
I  koew  that  the  cheriBher  of  my  so«!  was  in  es* 
sence  nnaltered,  and  that  ita  benefioence  would 
pmently  shew  itaelf  with  only  the  more  ad- 
Tantage  for  this  tranaitory  intemiption.  The 
aenaitiveneaa  of  a  lover  indeed  from  time  to 
time  tanght  me  to  be  afraad;  bat»  when  I 
had  kiaure  to  reooUect  all  the  kindness  and 
lovelineas  of  her  natupa^  my  tranquiUity  once 
moie  waa  reatored^  and  I  beeame  füll  of  re- 
lianoe* 

We  married;  and^  if  ever  man  was  happy  in 
the  Wedded  atate,  I  waa  ao.  Aa  we  knew  more 
of  each  other^  we  had  fewer  topiea  and  occa<» 
aionaofdifierenGe«  We  were  united  by  the'moat 
aacfied  tiea;  and  the  cultiration  of  a  mutual 
hannony  waa  a  aort  of  religion  to  both.  In 
ooortahip  nothing  ia  to  be  conaidered  aa  con* 

c2 
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cluded  I  we  play  with  a  knot,  the  plications  of 
which  are  sbaped  oat^  but  the  bows  are  not  yet 
drawn  into  the  form  in  whioh  they  are  destined 
to  remain  in  perpetoity.  Courtahip  ia  a  sort 
of  sport : 

My  PhylllB  me  with  pelted  apples  plies : 
Then,  tripping  to  the  wooöb,  the  coy  one  hies. 
And  wiflhes  to  be  seen  before  she  flies. 

Courtahip  is  an  experiment;  it  is  the  month 
which  the  stripling  spends  '^upon  liking"  pre* 
viously  to  his  indentures.  He  ia  yet  free,  and 
may  be  disposed  of  dsewhere«  And  the  liberty 
of  which  he  feels  he  is  the  poBsessor,  unavoid- 
ably  girea  birth  to  a  thouaand  f reaka  and  aalliea, 
and  unbridled  imaginationa.  ''  Why  ahould  I 
not,'*  aaya  the  loyer^  of  the  fair  one  be  ad* 
dreaaeaj  '^  uae  my  freedom,  for  the  ahort  time 
that  it  remaina  to  me  ?  The  uae  of  it  may  be 
the  meana  of  mortal  offence.  But  I  will  take 
my  Chance.  If  I  give  in>  the  moment  the  thing 
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beoomes  serions^  I  trust  that  all  will  be  well. 
Even  thougfa  tlie  miachief  shonld  not  be  in- 
ttantaneously  bealed^  I  can  hnmble  myself, 
and  exhibit  the  tokens  of  a  sincere  penitence ; 
and  that  must  be  enouglu'^ 


30  DELORAINE.  CH. 


CHARTER  IL 


So  Society  is  comparable  to  that  of  an  accom- 
pliahed  wife :  at  least  such  I  found  it  in  the 
engagement  into  which  I  thns  entered  in  my 
early  period  of  man*s  estate.  Our  topics  of 
conversation  were  inexhaustible ;  for  we  were 
whoUy  without  reserve^  and  conversed  urith 
each  other^  even  as  a  man  might  be  supposed 
to  commune  with  his  own  heart.  We  told  all 
that  we  knew ;  for  neither  of  us  had  any  thing 
that  we  desired  to  possess  exdusively.  Every 
portion  of  Information  of  which  either  came 
into  posseision^  we  were  forward  to  impart. 
Every  subtle  distinction  of  sentiment,  every 
nice  division  of  meaning,  every  use  of  the  words 
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and  phnseB  of  our  native  tongpiö  that  would 
enaUe  us  to  gm  i^propriate  laagaage  and 
hmiixxiiis  expreaaion  to  what  before  exkted  in 
the  mind  nndevdoped  and  only  in  the  rader 
dements  of  thought^  we  were  eager  to  add  to  the 
common  stock,  and  make  a  property  for  both. 

Nothing  ia  more  beautifid  than  the  rehition 
of  totor  and  pupil,  where  k>7e  adds  ita  zeat  to 
the  interoourae.  The  tnie  ddight  vhich  the 
inatnictor  feels  in  developing  what  elae  might 
be  ohflcur^  the  pleasore  idiich  he.  reaps  in 
finding  bis  meaning  thoronghly  iqiprehended, 
and  in  the  dodlity  of  the  novice,  and  the  inge» 
nuouB  enqmiiea  that  are  addresaed  to  him  in 
retnm,  are  all  and  eadi  of  them  aensationa  in 
the  hissest  degree  grattfying. 

We  talked  together  in  the  usual  apartment 
of  oor  honae,  which  overlooked  the  lawn,  and 
the  slopea,  and  the  gay  parterrea  of  a  thou« 
•and  flowers:  or  we  walked  in  sequestered 
and  Bolitary  lanes,  on  the  margina  of  the  run- 
ning  stream,  or  on  the  uplanda  where  a  de- 
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lidous  pro^ect  unfolded  itaelf  to  our  view. 
The  freslmess  of  the  air,  the  tingiiig  et  lurdf^ 
the  fingranoe  of  the  morviagy  the  whisperiog 
of  the  breeze,  or  the  gorgeoiu  coloara  of  the 
depairtiDg  himioary  of  day,  gave  a  heakhfal 
tone  to  all  our  commiuiicatioiiB,  and  to  the 
effiision  of  our  aoula*  We  were  uot  with- 
out  neigfabours,  and  the  interchange  of  agree- 
able  aociety«  But  our  own  aociety  unbroken 
m  upon^  pleaaed  üb  moat,  when  our  gueata 
had  withdrawn^  or  when  we  fdt  aecnre  tfaal 
no  third  peraon  by  his  appearance  would  di- 
veraify  the  aoene,  and  by  enlaiging,  give  a 
oomparalive  xeatiaint  to  our  unatodied  and 
apontaneoua  interchai^gea  of  aentiment.  Other 
men,  better  infonned  on  certain  pointa  than 
myaeli^  mi^t  viait  our  retreat;  but  Emilia 
preferred  leaming  whatever  ahe  waa  not  yet 
f uUy  acquainted  with^  from  my  fipa,  who^ 

she  knew,  would  intermix 
Gnteftil  digKssions»  and  Bolve  high  dispute 
With 
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OecanonaDy  we  separated.  BnsiiiesB  re- 
laftiiig  to  'die  affun  of  the  iiaghlxmi)u)od^  to 
tbe  adnuidstnitioD  of  my  laiided  property,  to 
tke  wanta  and  deanrea  of  my  tenants^  would 
call  mefrom-  hooae.  In  the  oonduct  of  erery 
dmeaticeatabüilanefit  the  depaitments  of  the 
hoaband  and  the  wife  are  diiferent ;  her  affidrs 
are  pardy  Üioae  of  bouaewifery,  wfaile  the  male 
nperiotendaiitrof  tfaeir  common  intereata  doed 
Bot  InUy  diachazge  hb  dutiesj  nnlesa  he  is  in 
aooie  aenae  hb^own  atCFward^  -and  refuses  to 
del^pite  all  hia  anthority  to  another.  Bat 
theae.8epa»itioii8  only  gave  to  our  anbseqnent 
maetmgaafiirtlier  charm,  and  imparted  to  what 
might  otherwise  have  had  a  cloying  monotony^ 
s  pfOiF^okiag  and  Bpirit-stirring  novelty.  After 
every  aq>aration  omr  meeting  again  was  like 
tiait  of  firienda  >vliom  hnds  and  seaa  had  di- 
vided  from  each  other :  we  came  together  with 
impatience^  and  feit,  as  creatures  that  had 
escaped  firom  an  odioua  baoiahment^  and  re- 

c5 
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tarned  once  more  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  that 
they  had  loved  best  in  the  world. 

I  was  never  alone^  but  when  I  wUhed  to  be 
alone.  Solitude  gave  new  charms  to  society, 
and  society  to  solitude.  I  was  secure  not  to 
be  exposed  to  a  satiety  of  either.  There  are 
occupations  that  caa  be  most  satisfactoiily  and 
most  eSeetually  pnrsued  in  solitude.  In  the 
ever-yaiyiug  landscape  of  human  life  solitude 
has  sometimes  ita  channs  that  nothing  eise 
can  conntemdl.  Hers  is  the  province  of  deep 
meditation^  of  profound  self-examination^  of 
looking  steadily  into  the  ^*  seeds  of  things,'* 
and  weighing  the  universe  in  a  balance,  of  vrin- 
nowing  the  abstruse  qnestions  which  present 
themselves  conceming  good  and  eril^  the  re» 
spective  advantages  of  enthuaiasm  and  apa- 
thy,  and  the  respective  probabilities  that  at- 
tend  on  ^^  happiness  or  final  misery/'  Hers  is 
the  realm  of  criticism.  And,  to  conclude,  hers 
18  emphatically  the  consecrated  ground  of  the 
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soUiiiiey  the  nkat,  the  abstract,  tbe  conoen- 
tied  Teligion.  Bat  Biy  periodic  of  iolitQde  weve 
a  Ihoasimdfold  the  more  (aatisfiustory,  ina»- 
Bmch  as  I  conld^  wlienever  it  so  pleMed  me, 
«pea  the  door  of  my  retreat,  and  immediately 
eogage  myself  ib  the  sodety  and  oonvene.that 
I  lored  best.  In  the  next  apartment,  or  at  the 
end  cf  an  acyoining  gallray^  I  fbund  waiting 
Ibr  me  the  moat  perfect  specimen  of  female 
exeeUenoe  that  eyer  exiated^  welcoming  me, 
«miliiig  upon  me  wkh  her  beautiful  eyes,  anxi- 
ouaiy  .enqnirjpg  for  my  health  and  my  peace, 
imparting  to  me  tranquUlity  and  cheerM- 
neas  when  my  thoughta  had  been  too  grave, 
auggeating  amnaementa  when  I  had  grown 
weary  from  aerere  application^  and,  by  some 
u^eoioiis  aally,  or  happfly  recoUected  aoec- 
dote  or  tale,  bringing  me  back  to  myself,  and 
rendering  me  aa  freah  and  ready  for  any  pur- 
pose  that  might  be  started,  aa  if  I  had  just 
awaked  from  the  moat  bahny  slumbers. 
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SoUtude  ia  one  of  the  highest  eajoymeiitfr 
of  which  oiir  natuie  ia  ouaoeptible»  Solitude 
is  alao^  whea  too  long  continaed,  cspMß  of 
beug  made  the  most  aeveie/  iiidcacribabk,  mt- 
endurable  sonrce  of  angoish..  '  But  I  waa  in 
no  danger  <rf  ever  hariiig  too  much  of  it,  or 
that  the  Goddeaa  wocdd  ever  approach  me^ 
dad  in  her  Goigon  tenora,  and  dided  uritb 
the  wild,  fonnkaa^  tenrific,  maddening  imagea 
afae  ia  capable  of  amjnring  up  in  the  aool. 
The  intellectnal  climate  in  which  I  dwelt  waa 
not  for  ever  perhaps  aeiene ;  bat  I  could  call 
up  a  cerulean  canopy  and  horizon,  whenever  I 
pleaaed ;  I  had  a  ann  that  roae  upon  me  at  any 
moment^  at  which  I  wiahed  for  the  newneaa  and 
freahnesB  of  a  deligfatfiil  moming.  It  ia  much 
at  all  timea  to  have  acceas  to  society,  bot  more 
to  have  within  call  the  best  aociety  that  the 
great  Creator  in  hia  bonnty  ever  aaaigned  to 
the  lot  of  a  homaa  bring. 

If  at  -any  time  I  waa^  aa  it  were^  ready  to 
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flnk  and  glre  imy  onder  tlie  aoxielies»  tiie  ob- 

fleori^,    the  verei^-efidiDg  w«iri&ei8  of  my 

piugicjg  *^thiDiigh  tlie  wäHty  of  tke  diadoir  of 

deitii,  '^  I  had,  to  adopt  the  langui^  of  the 

BKKft  aacied  of  rcooids^^  aa  angri  firom  beafen 

apprtiriiig  taine,  atimgtbaiiiBg'  me/'    I  im- 

bBiial  ne«r  v^oor  jEmn  the  beama  of  her  afibc- 

tionale  caoimteiiaDce,  a&d  new  animation  firom 

the  aeeenta  of  her  melodkma  apeech»    If  I 

fuBled  by  leaaon  of  infiniiity  or  over-earoest 

afipfioation^  the  balm  of  her  sympatfay  and 

love  waa  at  haad  to  leatore  me*    Her  aool  waa 

pQtitf ;    her  anggeationa   infiüliUe.      I  had 

a  petüioBer^  throngh  the  medium  of  whoae 

Toioe  «od eyea^  all.diarity  waa  wakened  up  in 

oqr  boBOBoi ;  aod  I  became  worthy  and  reraed 

in  the  oeosiire  of  all  axound  me^  becauae  ahe 

mademeao. 

If  we  read^  or  if  we  apoke  together  of  the 
creatioQB  of  geniua,  aa  they  are  to  be  found  in 
ita  rieheat  treaauriea^  if  we  aammoned  one 
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another's  ftttentian  to  its  moBt  tender  or  spirit- 
stining  eflFaaions,  the  specimenB  that  occurred 
gained  I  know  not  what  of  life  and  beauty  by 
our  thuB  enjoying  them  together.  Each  pas* 
sage,  each  Image,  each  bunt  and  pouring  out 
of  the  Boul  in  our  authora,  was  ever  afker 
yalued  by  either  of  us,  from  the  reooUection 
that  it  was  first  recommended  to  Observation 
by  the  other.  In  the  female  boaom  in  parücu- 
lar,  there  is  a  quickness,  a  tnith,  an  intuition 
of  feeling  and  taste,  by  which  I  was  specially 
the  gainer,  and  with  which  no  individual  of 
the  stemer  sex  may  ever  hope  to  compete« 

Our  communicationa  were  characterised  by 
the  moBt  perfect  unresenre,  Of  consequence 
we  had  an  advantage  in  studying  the  inmost 
recesaes  of  human  character,  which  perhaps  no 
other  human  creatures  ever  posseBsed  in  an 
equal  degree.  ''The  eye  sees  not  itself,  but  by 
reflection  firom  some  other  thing/'  The  study 
of  the  heart  of  man  is  only  perfected  by  our 
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lookifig  into  oomlres.  Bot  Ibis  inaiglit  k 
of  a  pfecarioM  natnre*  A  man  ^  beholda  his 
itttond  ftce  in  a  gkun,  and  goeth  bis  way^  and 
slm^liitwajr  forgetteth  wfaat  nuinner  of  man  he 
is/'  We  cannot  hcdd  the  glass  steady  for  aar 
own  inspecdon.  When  we  are  eonmaoiis  that 
we  are  aiming  at  tfaat  snbtlest  cf  all  exerciies, 
the  knowkdge  of  oonehrea,  the  Tery  con- 
flciousnesB  new-model8  erery  feature^  and  we 
nenr  aee  onndivea  as  we  ahould  iqppear  to 
the  eye  of  the  impartial  ^pectator.  The  re* 
ooUection  that  we  are  engaged  in  the  act  of 
introspection  cramps  onr  muades  and  our 
limbs,  givea  a  new  polaation  to  the  heart,  and 
annihilatfB  that  free  phiy  of  every  articolation« 
wfai<^  is  neceasary  to  onr  arriving  at  a  genuine 
yerdict.  But  no  hnman  creatuie  is  so  deeply 
sensitive  to  the  inspectkm  of  another^  as  to  his 
own.  We  can  on  such  an  occasion  the  more 
easily  steady  our  joints^  and  presenre  ourselves 
on  our  oentre«    To  this  we  may  add^  that  the 
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examined  may  not  be  at  all  times  aensible  to 
the  process  that  U  going  on.  He  may  be  tub« 
jected  to  the  process  of  the  analyser^  when  he 
is  hlmself  least  aware  of  it.— »Thns  we  became 
in  a  flingular  degree  adept«  in  the  Bcienoe  of 
the  human  heart;  and  I  can.  answer  tot.  at 
leaat  mysdf  in  this  investigation^  that  the 
more  I  knew  the  chosoi  partner  of  my  life» 
the  more  I  found  to  commend.  We  had  no 
reaenre  with  eadi  other,  for  we  had  nothing 
which  either  our  inclinations  or  omr  intereata 
prompted  us  to  oonceal« 

A  prominent  characteristic  of  oor  interconrae 
waa,  that  it  waa  never  my  pnustice^  aa  ia  elte* 
where  almost  oaiFeraally  the  mode  in  human 
Bociety,  to  ezamine  my  th<|oghta  in  ailenoe^ 
and  redte  inwardly  what  I  waa  going  to  uy, 
for  the  purpoae  of  diacovering  what  there 
might  be  in  it,  that  would  produce  tipon  my 
hearer  a  different  effiect  from  that  which  I 
had  in  oontempittion.    Eyery  thing  waa  lia* 


teoed  to  by  OB  an  citfaer  tide  in  »  Bfini  et 
innfaml  defarcnae.  •  In  ordiosiy  soeiety  cvtii 
the  most  intimat^  liiere  is  «pt  to  be  a  sort  of 
rwppfiiled  waifiire  goiiig  on,  that  jproiopts 
eüher  poity  ta  rtceife  mth  jealousy  tbe  8iig- 
gmütamB  o£  Übe  a4ber.  The  haatMoid  or  tha 
nib  fays  tadtly,  '^  I  ha?e  known  your  jodg- 
mcdt  to  be  so  oftea  atfirait';  you  aze  so  basty^ 
or  iBo  maeh  undee  tbe  oobtrol  of  a  siiparfliipiui 
cntbiiiy  80  easfly  dap«d^  or  so  unreasonabty 
srqiiiffalj  so  nmcb  guided  by  your  general 
assodales^  or  so  wedded  to  the  doctriiics  ci  a 
aeet  to  wbidi  yoa  adbere^  or  of  partioular 
aiidiors  wbose  trarica  you  are  accustomed  to 
adflüie^  your  viewa.  of  monls^  of  rdigion^  of 
tiie:  esoceding  iiiqnftaiioe^  or  the  comparatife 

of  affidxv  that  aire  going  on  upoa 
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tbestage  of  natioiis^  are  SO  diffeient  firom  nnnc^ 
that  yonr  esponsing  and  adTOcaling  a  certain 
sentiinent  ia  itaelf  a  reason  why  I  should  look 
Qpon  it  vith  aospicion»''    The  hnsband  or  tbe 
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wife  therefore  spesks  miBtrustfiillyj  anticipates 
objectipn  and  hostility^  and  preserves  iinsaid 
many  thingB  that  are  in  themselvä  as  it  were 
pari  and  paroel  of  bis  inmofrt  aoul. 

Bat  between  Emilia  and  myself  there  were 
HO  reaerves ;  as  there  was  no  fear  of  miscon- 
struction.  We  talked  to  each  other  even  as  a 
man  talks  to  his  own  heart«  There  was  no 
prejudice  that  lurked  in  the  hearer^  no  aliena* 
tion:  on  the  contrary  every  thing  that  was 
suggested,  was  listened  to  with  a  dispositioa 
to  be  oonvinoedy  and  to  adopt  wbat  was  oflfered. 
Our  creeds  were  the  same^  and  oor  tastes ;  we 
were  predisposed  to  the  same  oocupations 
and  the  same  prefierenoes.  Oor  pnlses  beat 
xesponnvdy  to  each  other.  The  excursion 
and  the  amusement  that  one  liked,  was  an 
object  of  choioe  to  the  other.  It  was  as  if  one 
sonl  nded  in  two  bodies;  that,  ^'each  heart 
being  set "  upon  the  same  generous  purpose, 
the  same  common  resnlty  our  interoourse  coold 
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iDDO  wifiebe  made  ^a  atage  to  feed  oonten- 
tioBy"  bot  was  a  coopcfatum  of  two  eqoal  and 
oonsentiiig  powen  to  pfodoce  one  cfflbd. 

Bütwum  twD  persona  jntimatriy  conneclad 
witlL  eadi  other,  and  wfao  afe  ountuiaally  in 
eadi  other'a  sodety,  interrals  of  rilence  iriD 
freqncntly  occor*  Thia  may  lumpen  wfaen  aD 
thdrmodes  of  thinking  and  Cecfing  ai«  afaeady 
known  to  each  otfier^  and  thdr  topica  aie  ex- 
kaoated«  Bnt  it  will  ofteneat  lu^ipen  beCween 
penona  of  oppoaite  sezes^  wbom  tbe  Power 
ÜtgX  made  tu  has  caat  in  ao  diaaimilar  moolda» 
and  wboae  waya  of  arriving  at  tteif  eonda- 
ttona,  and  yhaping  liirir  aentimcata,  «re  ao 
anSke, — it  wül  biq^pen^  I  aay,  becanae  a  tboo* 
aand  topica,  a  thonaand  deeply  cheridied  feeU 
inga,  and  most  valaed  traina  of  thinking  are 
dmfc  oofe  of  the  pak  of  dis^üattion^  aa  bdng 
pointa  in  wfaich  tlie  paitiea  are  abeady  awasa 
Üuj  ahall  not  eoindde,  and  by  itarting  wliidi 
fhfey  wül  only  produoe  the  eflisct  of  atirring  np 
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imfiriendly  ieelings,  and  diflcord,  either  latent 
or  avowed*  It  is  surprising  how  numerous, 
wben  onoe  the  list  has  been  begun  to  be 
fbrmedy  these  topics  will  become«  The  yery 
drcmnatancey  that  we  refrain  Arom  gmng 
them  utterance^  makea  them  occur  more  fre** 
quently  to  our  silent  reflectiona.  We  would 
give  the  world  that  the  partner  of  our  daya 
and  our  board  agreed  with  ua  in  theae  thinge ; 
but  we  believe  that  the  attempt  to  bring  about 
thia  agreement  would  have  no  other  reault 
tfaan  to  aet  ua  further  aaunder. 

It  ia  thua  that  private  comea  to  reaemble 
general  aociety.  In  general  aociety  there  are  a 
multitude  of  topica  upon  which  I  am  not  tempt« 
ed  to  c^ien  my  mouth.  I  antidpate^  that  what 
I  ahoold  feel  prompted  to  aay^  would  not  be 
reeeived  in  the  aame  apirit  in  which  it  would  be 
ddivered.  It  would  rouae  a  whole  hoat  of  pre« 
jttdioaa  againat  it.  Each  of  the  hearera  would 
abound  in  hia  own  aenae«  and  would  be  littb 
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4ÜapaMd  to  wdgh»  of ^  in  any  }uat  mtefpretitioii 

al  the  tenny  even  to  bearj  what  was  alitgtd  in 

behalf  oi  a  difierent  doctrine.    Why  should  I 

give  myself  the  trouble  to  nttar  what  will  not 

he  Uateoed  to,  or  to  mqiport  a  piopoeition  bj 

aigiiments  when  I  koow  it  will  make  no  con* 

Tßrtaf    The  cause  of  trnth  will  not  be  he^ 

ocfited;  and  I  shall  myself  gain  no  eredity 

cithcr  for  the  singjeness  of  my  inteotioiis,  or 

the  ingemuty  of  my  reasonings.--*!]!  reality 

indi^  it  is  not  so :  seed  sown  in  stony  groond 

inll  not  be  totally  without  a  erop ;  an  aiga^ 

ment  that  meets  with  aothing  but  apparent 

discouragement  at  fint,  may  not  be  whoüy 

lost;   and  the  good  that  we  have attempted to 

doy  will  aometimes  retom  to  U8>  and  shew  the 

solidity  and  äeptk  of  its  effectSj  at  a  time 

when  we  were  most  indined  to  despatr.    Bat 

the  impatience  of  the  human  mind  uiges  us  to 

deflist ;  and,  if  we  do  not  effect  every  thing  in 

its  moat  conapicnous  form,  and  in  the 
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imagioable  period,  we  perauade  ounelv»  thal 
we  do  Dothing. 

Between  Emilia  and  me  the  case  was  alto- 
gether  different.  We  were  in  no  instance 
parties  working  in  opposite  directions,  and 
who,  the  moie  aetive  they  are^  the  more  tbey 
impede  each  other'a  progreas,  but  were  like 
labourere,  both  employed  in  breaking  up  the 
8oil  of  one  field^  or  enlarging  and  levelling  the 
same  road.  Our  united  force  waa  directed  to 
one  object;  and,  aa  if  we  had  been  the  com- 
ponent  parta  of  one  mighty  maohine^  we  re- 
mored  mountaina,  and  conquered  obstades, 
which  aeemed  to  bid  defiance  to  human  power. 
The  variety  of  our  facultiea  insured  but  the 
more  aucceaa  to  our  eflhrta;  and  the  masculine 
firmneaa  of  the  one,  and  the  feminine  delicacy 
of  the  other,  enabled  ua  but  the  more  aecurely 
to  lay  open  the  inmoet  receaaea  of  truth,  and 
diaoloae  her  myateriea,  yielding  aa  ahe  did  to 
the  Joint  eneqpea  of  both. 
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If  at  any  time  we  dUffsred  in  jadgment,  we 
fcafched  with  sinoerity  into  the  casse  of  our 
diflSerenoe,  and  endeavoured  to  find  out  on 
wiikh  ride  the  tnith  reaUy  lay.  A  sentiment 
difiveaned  by  cither^  that  might  at  fint  s^t 
appcar  to  the  other  atartüog  and  atrai^^  waa 
nhited  with  a  lave,  and  wekomed  with  an 
encoomging  smile,  which  shewed  the  hearer 
to  be  more  than  half  converted  already,  by  bis 
cnnfidenoe  in  and  deference  for  the  apeaker. 

TUs  waa  chedced  however  on  the  other  aide 
with  an  honest  cantion^  that  aeemed  to  say^ 
^^Conie  now,  no  treaehery;  you  mnst  be  a 
friend,  and  not  a  flatterer;  if  3^ou  do  not  weigh 
my  BOggeation  with  aoberness  and  impartiality, 
yoa  will  too  snrely  mialead  me^  and,  n^en  I 
lehed  on  yon  for  eound  direction,  will  unwaanly 
urge  me  forward  in  a  path  which  leada  to  dehi-« 
flion  and  foUy." 

The  firanknessweexerdsed  was  perfecta  We 
talked  to  each  other,  aa  a  man  talks  to  hia  ow& 
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«oul.  We  did  not  utter  all  our  thoughts :  for 
thought  is  endless;  its  process  is  such  as  no 
words  can  follow;  but  we  uttered  every  thing 
worthy  to  be  recited,  and  to  which  a  preciae 
or  intelli^ble  fonn  coidd  be  giv<en.  The  sound 
of  OUT  own  voices  encouraged  us;  our  mutaal 
angwera^  replies  and  rejoinders  gave  an  inde« 
scribable  anunation  to  our  dialogue.  We  led 
eacb  other  on;  we  gave  breath  to  each  un<« 
finished  conoeption»  There  was  no  fear  on 
either  aide  that  an  unoandid  advantage  would 
be  taken  of  trips  and  mistakes  that  might  be 
incurred.  We  rather  resembled  what  has  been 
affirmedof  certain  anunala,  who  are  said  by  tbeir 
parental  assiduity  and  care  to  eomplete  the 
conformation  of  their  balf-unfiniahed  progeny. 
Our  policy  waa  like  that  of  Jupiter,  who,  when 
Ihe  mother  of  Bacchui  perished  untimely  be- 
fore  the  birth  of  her  offispring,  by  a  mirade 
supplied  the  place  of  the  dam ;  or,  aa  in  the 
caae  of  Triptolemua,  whom  Ceres  covered  with 
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glowing  embersj  tili  bis  eneigies  expanded, 
and  his  limbs  became  endued  with  a  suitable 
finnness. 

Hie  habit  of  entire  and  unhesitating  explicit- 
ne88  which  we  cultivated  towards  each  other^ 
remoTed  us  as  it  were  into  another  class  of 
beii^  from  the  human  creatures  with  which 
we  were  surrounded.  We  had  no  distrust. 
Oor  hearts  were  ever  on  our  Ups.  We  con- 
ffidered  the  faculty  of  speech  as  given  us  to 
ezpress  our  thoughts.  We  had  no  idea  of 
tiiose  ambages  and  prevarications  by  which 
the  majority  of  our  species  are  ever  seeking  to 
defeat  the  curiosity^  the  one  of  the  other^  by 
which  they  are  taught  continually  to  look  at 
their  phrases  before  they  are  uttered,  lest  by 
any  accident  they  might  teil  that  which  it  was 
intended  should  remain  unknown.  The  di& 
ference  was  this :  social  man  is  essentially  a 
ooward  j  we  were  fearless.  Social  man  regards 
all  those  by  whom  he  is  surrounded  as  enemies, 
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or  beings  wfao  may  becoine  such«  He  is  ever 
OH  hin  guard,  lest  his  piain  speaking  should  be 
wilfuUy  perverted,  or  should  assume  a  meaning 
he  never  thought  of,  through  the  animoaity  or 
prejudice  of  the  individual  that  hears  him. 
The  duration  of  the  married  State  of  Emilia 
and  myself  was  brief :  but,  as  long  as  it  lasted, 
the  whole  world  wore  a  diffsrent  hue  to  me, 
from  that  which  it  has  exbibited  sinoe  her 
decease.  Then  I  had  the  sunshine  of  the  soul ; 
and  the  light  I  carried  within,  came  back  to 
me  by  reflection  from  every  thing  I  saw.  The 
whole  World  was  beautiful ;  and  all  that  dwelt 
upon  its  surface  were  firiendly.  Love  was 
uppermost  in  my  bosom;  and  the  Iofc  that  I 
bore  to  Emilia  was  in  some  degree  shared 
among  every  thing  that  lived.  My  forehead 
was  without  wrinkles;  my  eye  was  steady  and 
secene;  my  lips  were  curved  with  the  conre  of 
philanthropy;  the  purple  light  of  complacence 
fbr  ever  showed  itself  on  my  cheeks.    I  spoke 
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to  every  one  with  confidence;  for  I  was  a 
stranger  lo  fear.  And^  as  my  heart  beat  with 
kindKneBs  to  aH,  ao  I  believed  eveiy  one  fdt  a 
vesponsiTe  kindlmess  for  me. 

It  18  not  my  pnrpoee  to  rdate  the  eyents  of 
my  married  life:  otherwiae  I  eotdd  write 
voliimea  oa  fhiB  aingle  theme.  I  could  re* 
hearse  whole  oonverBaiions,  some  of  which 
were  aU  mind,  othera  aU  soul.  I  could  deicnbe 
tones  that  thrilled  my  souL  Wbeti  I  call  tbem 
to  miad,  they  come  to  me  aometimea  with  sach 
Trrid  emotion,  that  I  no  longer  appear  to  re- 
orflect  them,  bat  actnaUy  to  hear  tbem.  I 
tarn  round,  and  expect  to  see  Emilia,  present 
to  the  senae  of  aigbt,  aa  well  aa  of  hearing. 
It  is  not  in  words  to  ezpresa  what  my  dis- 
iq^intment  then  makes  me  feel.  I  worked 
myaelf  up  to  such  a  pitch,  that  obstadeb  were 
no  longer  remembered.  Seaa  and  mountains 
were  removed.  Time,  that  creature  of  the 
imaginaticm^  which  is,  and  is  not,  no  longer 
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interposcd  between  me  and  the  consummation 
of  my  longings.  The  grave  gave  up  its  dead, 
But  why  do  I  say  that  ?  There  was  no  grave. 
The  body  no  longer  mouldered  in  the  tomb. 
It  was  as  we  read  in  the  Evangelist^  when 
**  the  bodies  of  saints  which  slept,  came  out  of 
their  sepulchres,  and  went  into  the  holy  city, 
and  were  seen  of  manj."  My  State  had  been 
that  of  a  trance;  and^  when  I  awokc^  words 
cannot  speak  my  angoish  and  my  agony. 

The  attitudes  of  Emilia  are  not  less  present 
to  me.  Her  walk  was  not  like  that  of  any 
other  human  being :  it  had  such  dignity  and 
ease :  it  ravished  the  souI,  at  the  same  time 
that  it  had  no  design  or  consciousness.  I  re- 
member  that  quick  motion  of  her  band,  which 
expressed  a  sweet,  an  affectionate,  yet  some* 
what  impatient  rejection  of  an  idea  that  was 
named.  I  remember  her  smile  of  scom^  her 
disdain^  so  noble^  yet  so  truly  feminine.  I  re- 
member her  smile  of  tendemess^  in  which. 
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while  a  sudden  flush  mantled  in  the  cheek^  and 
the  eyea  seemed  to  emit  sparks  of  fire^  the 
heart  mdted^  and  the  whole  souI  dissolved  in 
a&ction. 

She  was  without  a  fault:  at  least  I  can  re- 
member  none.  Her  emotions  were  sudden; 
and  sometimes  before  I  was  aware  of  it^  I 
looked  up,  and  saw  a  cloud  gathering  on  her 
brow.  Then  she  would  for  ä  moment  be  silent, 
and  proudly  shüt  up  within  her  a  discontent 
that  would  not  stoop  to  compisun.  But  ten 
words  of  ingenuous  expostulation  on  my  part 
would  disarm  her  anger^  and  remove  the  pre- 
parations  of  hostility  that  seemed  collected  to 
defend  the  fortress  of  her  independence.  An 
angelic  smile  would  foUow;  so  that  the  wrath 
(if  such  it  may  be  termed)  was  like  a  thin 
curtain  or  cloud,  that  temporarily  obscured 
the  refiilgence  of  her  goodness,  which  removed, 
the  Inminary  would  shine  forth  more  brightly 
than  ever.    And  the  inexpressible  grace  with 
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which  ehe  would  confess  her  error  the  inBtant 
she  was  aware  of  it,  imparted  a  delight  sucb  as 
the  World  can  never  know ;  and  in  transport  I 
would  Bwear  that  sinless  perfection  was  incon- 
ceivable  folly;  while  thus  to  err^  and  thus  to 
avow  it^  was  a  triumph  unapproachable  by  the 
condition  of  angelic  natures. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


Thb  fint  firuit  of  our  tmion  was  a  daughter^ 
that  individual  whom  I  have  named  in  die  out- 
aet  of  my  namtive,  aa  being^  when  gailt  with 
all  its  terrors  at  length  overtook  me^  my  only 
fiiend,  "  a  friend,  whom  the  tiea  of  nature  and 
her  own  exceUent  diapositiona  have  rendered 
mine  by  bonda  never  to  be  diasolved." 

When  our  child  waa  about  a  year  old^  a 
ydiement  deaire  aeized  me  to  viait  thd  con^^ 
tinent.  I  feit  aa  if  my  preaent  period  of  life 
was  peculiarly  adapted  to  sustain  chai^  of 
place,  moderate  fatigue,  the  climbing  of  moun* 
taina,  the  deaoending  into  the  deptha  of  the 
earth,  and  all  thoae  exertiona  which  an  in« 
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quisitive  spirit  suggests,  and  those  difficulties 
which  the  grand  and  magnificent  style  of  natural 
objects  preseuts  to  the  traveller.  I  became  de- 
sirous  to  see  pictures,  and  survey  buildings^ 
to  contemplate  art  in  the  climates  where  she 
had  especially  flourished^  to  hear  the  languages 
and  accentfl  6f  many-visaged  man,  to  remark 
his  habits,  his  disposition,  and  bis  aims,  as  tbey 
are  variously  modified  by  the  temperature  of  the 
elementSy  and  the  forms  of  government  under 
which  he  subsists;  in  a  word,  like  Ulysses,  to 
understand  the  minds  of  my  species,  and  see 
the  Clusters  of  their  habitutions. 

All  this  was  not  to  be  accomplished  but  in 
a  leisurely  progress.  And  I  could  not  endure 
the  idea  of  being  so  long  separated  from  the 
light  of  my  life,  the  presence  of  that  creature 
who  seemed  to  me  to  be  as  much  required,  as 
corporeal  nourishment,  for  the  recreation  of 
my  mortal  powers,  the  incomparable  Emilia. 
She  consented  to  be  my  companion.    My  choice 
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became  her  choice.  The  ohject  that  attracted 
Bie,  lypeared  to  have  peculiar  chanoB  for  her» 
Bat  what  was  to  beeome  of  her  child>  the 
hang  she  seemed  to  love  scarcely  less  than 
her  hiubBod?  She  had  never  yet  endured  an 
absence  £rom  it  that  exceeded  the  period  of  a 
few  hours.  Was  it  possible  that  she  should 
suffisr  herseif  to  be  deprived  of  the  sight  of  this 
cnature,  so  fascinating  in  her  eyes^  for  the  en- 
tire  period  of  .twehre  months^  to  which  length 
of  time  it  was .  not  improbahle  our  travels 

■         • 

might  be  drawn  out?  Who  would  4ake  such 
Charge  of  it  as  tbe  anxieties  of  a  motber  de- 
maoded^  would  supply  its  wants  and  anticipate 
its  wishes,  defend  it  from  all  accidents  and 
evily  watch  its  early  indications.of  temper  and 
tinderstanding^  mould  the  one  and  direct  the 
otheTy  and  forward^  with  incessant  but  whole- 
some  progress^  the  improvement  that  was  re- 
.  quired  for  so  precious  a  treasure  ? 

We  had  a  remedy  for  all  this*    Emilia  had 
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a  firiend^  Catherine  Fänshaw.  They  had  been 
bred  together  from  their  earliest  üancy  •  They, 
like 

two  artificiai  goda, 
Had  with  their  needleft  shaped  a  Single  flower, 
Both  on  one  sampler,  sittmg  on  one  ciuhioii> 
Both  warbling  of  one  song,— * 
As  if  their  hands  and  sides»  volces  and  minds» 
Had  been  incorporate. 

Emilia  and  Catherine  had  been  married  in  one 


day— first  made  distinct  in  this,  that  Catherine 
had  no  child.  Their  affection  for  eaeh  other 
was  unparalleied ;  never  did  Bisters,  twin- 
Bisters,  ftitertain  such  mutual  love  as  they  did. 
My  daughter  was  named  Catherine  in  memorial 
of  this  friendship. 

When  we  left  England  for  the  continent, 
Mrs.  Fanshaw  had  been  two  years  a  wife;  bnt 
she  was  neither  a  mother,  nor  appeared  to  be 
in  the  way  to  become  so.  This  circumstance 
seemed  to  render  the  temporary  adoption  which 
Emilia's  firiend  proposed  to  my  wife,  particu- 
larly  Boitable. 


New  was  attentiaD  so  ezemptery  as  thta 
friend  psid  to  her  fitde  namesidie.    She  fek 
perhaps  more  than  she  wonld  have  done,  if  the 
child  faad  been  her  own.  She  loved  her  not  le»B 
thao  her  own  flesh  and  blood:  and  in  addition 
to  this^  she  regarded  her  as  the  representative 
aad  pledge  of  her  abseilt  sister.    She  never 
^oke  to  tbe  chfld^  bat  she  thonght  of  the 
mother.    Shehmahedonitathousandcaresses, 
the  manifertations  of  her  loog-fixed  attachment. 
She  exerted  herseif  to  trace  in  its  ezpandiiig 
limba  and  w^lding  features  every  thing  that 
might  bring  b^tnre  her  the  playmate  and  com* 
panion  of  her  youth.    And^  in  every  thing  she 
did  for  the  child^  she  not  only  obeyed  the  im- 
puIses  of  her  generous  spirit^  and  aim^  at  the 
spprobation  of  her  own  jndgment;  she  also 
remembered  for  ever  that  she  had  another 
imipire,  that  must  be  satisfied,  and  that  would 
oome  at  no  distant  time  to  eicamine  her  per- 
formancCj  and  see  how  she  had  employed  her 
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talent;  an  umpire  of  the  cleareat  disccrniuent, 
the  soimdest  underatanding,  and  the  acutest 
feelings,  who  would  detect  any  mistake,  if 
even  a  rose-leaf  almost  had  lost  ito  smoothness 
and  become  wrinkled. 

Mrs.  Eanshaw  particularly  applied  to  the 
contriving  expedients^  by  means  of  which  tbe 
absence  of  the  mother  might  leaat  afFect  the 
child^  and  least  produce  the  results  of  estnmge« 
ment.  Among  others  ahe  bethought  herseif  of 
this*  Sbe  had  a  portrait  of  Emilia^  punted  by 
an  incomparable  artist,  and  which  had  all  the 
vivid  colours  of  life.  The  painter  had  seized 
oue  of  the  happiest  expressions  of  the  exile^  an 
expression  which  bespoke  condeBcenfiion  and 
tenderness,  and  seemed  to  have  the  power  of 
exciting  correspondent  tenderness  in  the  be- 
.  holder.  This  portrait  she  regarded  as  capable 
of  being  made  the  instrument  to  produce  in 
the  child  the  sentiments  she  desired. 

She  did  not  snffer  the  picture  to  be  always 
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in  the  preflence  of  the  litüe  CaUiexiiie.  It  was 
plaoed  in  a  aelect  and  retired  apartment,  to 
vhich  the  child  was  only  led,  for  the  most 
pari  anoe  a  day,  at  well  choaen  periods*  These 
periods  were  such  at  wbich  the  ch3d  was  in 
the  best  frame  of  mind  to  reoeire  impresaions 
of  oomplaoency^  and  at  wfaich  her  xnieceptress 
(if  sncfa  a  term  may  be  admitted  in  speaking  of 
a  papil  at  so  immature  an  age)  was  moat  de- 
l^hted  and  in  good  hdmour  with  her.  To  see 
the  pictmre  was  toeated  as  a  regale  and  a  re- 
ward. Forther  than  this^  the  picture  was  so 
placed  that  it  conld  not  be  viewed  but  at  a 
oertain  distance.  Emilia's  friend  told  the  child 
that  ihat  was  its  mother;  and^  when  the  child 
was  able  to  speak^  the  first  articulate  sound 
she  uttered^  as  she  saw  the  pieture^  or  thought 
q{  the  picture^  was^  Mamma !  Her  guardian 
Imew  that  that  whieh  is  immoveably  in  one 
Position  a  <äiild  soon  leams  to  separate  from 
•the  idea  of  life,  and  passes  by  with  careless- 
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nefls  and  indiffierenoe.  Mn.  Fanabaw  deviaed 
a  remedy  for  tbia.  A  cuitain  waa  apread  befbre 
the  receaa  in  whicb  the  portrait  waa  placed ; 
and  thia  curtain  waa  drawn  back  with  a  certain 
degree  of  ceremony.  Meana  were  contri?ed 
that  the  portndt  ahould  be  viewed  througfa  an 
optical  deluaion,  aometimea  tfaroug^  a  magni- 
fying  medium^  and  aometimea  looking  aa  if  it 
were  a  miniatnre.  The  pictnre  grew  into  a 
sort  of  amusement;  and  the  child  and  her 
protector  went  to  pbiy  at  mamma«  But  each 
exhibition  oonduded  with  a  kmd  of  epilogue, 
judidously  adapted  to  the  cqiacity  of  the  apec* 
tator,  of  whicb  Love  and  a  aort  of  worahip 
formedy  if  I  may  ao  expreaa  myaelf,  the  oon- 
cluding  notea.  In  quitting  the  acene»  the  child 
waa  tanght  to  kneel,  and  join  ita  little  handa  aa 
in  the  attitude  of  aupplication.  The  curtain  that 
had  been  drawn  back,  waa  then  apread  again, 
and  the  child  reaorted  to  her  ordinary  acenea  and 
amnaemcnta»  but  with  a  kind  of  chaatiaed  and 
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gmtifitd  tesBogj  as  if  she  had  been  engaged  in 
%  ceNmoDÜBl  oC  a  tdoffCfOB  aort.  Mn«  Famhaw 
toid  her  {mpil»  that  her  red  mother^  of  wfaom 
tfab  was  the  repveaentatioD,  was  üar,  far  away, 
tnidlmg  hl  a  coaidi  and  m  a  abip^  but  tkst 
in  lame  ahe  iroidd  oome  back^  and^  if  her 
daughUsr  oandocted  hersdf  rightly^  and  Mrs. 
Fanahaw  fidt  anthoriaed  to  make  a  good  report 
of  her,  ^woidd  itay  with  her^  and  remove  no 
more« 

All  diia  made  a  deep  impvession  upon  the 
httle  Catherine.  She  was  ever  eager  at  the 
•ppcrinted  time  to  Tiait  the  dear  mother,  that 
smiled  upon  her  so  kindly,  thoug h  she  could 
not  speak* 

One  day,  by  some  aeddent^  the  door  of  this 
apertment  was  left  not  qnite  dosed ;  and  tbe 
dnid  had  foond  means  nnobsenred  to  steal 
into  die  sanctuary/  The  cnrtun  was  half 
drawn  back.  The  picture^  as  I  have  men* 
tioned,  was  plaoed  in  a  recess^  so  Üiat  it  oooid 
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be  viewed  at  a  dutanoe»  but  not  touchedy  or 
approadied.  The  child  had  been  taught  to 
kneel ;  ehe  kneeled  now  unbid.  She  stretched 
out  her  little  hands^  and  Baid  in  a  soft  voioe^ 
as  if  pensuading,  Come,  mamma»  come|  I 
want  you!  Mrs.  Fanshaw  appeared-  at  thia 
moment,  caught  her  in  her  armB,  motioned  her 
with  a  wave  of  her  band  to  take  ieave  of  the 
object  before  her^  drew  the  curtain,  and  over* 
whelmed  the  child  with  a  thousand  kisses  and 
embraces.  Thia  happened  when  the  infant  was 
nearly  two  years  old. 

What  I  haye  rdated  may  seem  too  preco- 
cioufl^  and  improbable.  But  every  thing,  in  an 
effect  to  be  produced  on  the  human  mind,  de- 
pends  upon  the  manner  in  which  a  thing  is 
done.  That  which,  repeated  by  an  unskilfiU 
imitator,  would  awaken  no  single  emotion,  and 
even  acarcely  have  the  power  to  arreat  the  in- 
fant thoughta  in  tiieir  wanderings,  may  yet,  if 
done  in  another  manner,  be  found  to  still  the 


11 1.  DELORAINB«  66 

Boul,  to  Stop  tbe  youthfbl  blood  aa  it  ooorses 
'^  ap  and  down  the  veins^''  to  suspend  even  the 
breatb^  and  make  the  chfld  lift  up  its  eyea  in 
iimocent  wonder^  expecting,  yet  eager  to  know, 
wliat  will  come  next.  All  depends  on  the  clear- 
I1C88  of  feeling,  the  singleneas  of  heart^  and 
piecifiion  of  spirit  bronght  into  action  by  the 
instnictor;  and  these  endowments  were  pos- 
wsaed  by  Mrs.  Fanshaw  in  the  moat  eztraor- 
dinary  degree. 

We  retomed  from  our  excursion  to  the  oon- 
tinent  in  about  twelve  months  from  the  time 
tbat  we  left  England ;  and  the  rennion  of 
Emilia  and  her  friend,  and  of  Emilia  and  her 
diüd,  were  froitfid  of  no  common  delight* 
Tlie  little  Catherine  was  puzzled  at  fint  be- 
tween  the  mamma  of  the  recese,  whom  the 
Lad  been  aocustomed  to  visit  every  day,  but 
wbo^  however  intreated,  never  moved  or  spoke^ 
«nd  the  living  mamma,  who  now  held  her  in 
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her  embraces,  addressed  to  her  words  of  love, 
and  Biing  to  her  with  her  soft  voice^ 

Uttering  Bach  dulcet  and  harmonious  breath, 

that  would  now  soothe  her  into  ^'  a  sacred  and 
home-felt  delight,''  and  now  cause  a  tear,  un- 
conscious  and  unbidden,  to  stray  down  her 
cheek.  The  child  msisted  upon  leading  the 
truant  and  new-come  mamma  to  the  mamma 
that  was  always  to  be  found,  whenever  sought, 
would  compare  the  two  with  intent  and  inter- 
changing  gazing,  and  conclude  with  burying 
her  face  in  her  mother's  bosom. 
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Ws  parted  no  more,  tili  that  blow  came^  which 
paited  US  for  ever,  and  extinguished  the  only 
peifect  bappiness  of  which  I  could  form  even 
the  idea.  Short  indeed  was  the  period  in  which 
such  enviable  society  was  continued  to  ine* 
We  had  been  home  only  about  a  year,  and  the 
fitde  Catherine  was  but  three  years  old,  when 
we  took  an  ezcorsion  upon  a  lake^  which  was 
bot  at  a  small  distance  from  my  haUtation. 
The  day  was  specially  serene,  withont  being 
oj^ressively  hot;  a  pleasant  westem  breeze 
played  npon  onr  cheeks^  and  refreshed  our  spi- 
rits.  It  occasioned  howerer  only  a  quiet  and 
lazy  ripple  of  the  surbuce,  and  no  wise  inter- 
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fered  with  the  plan  of  our  course.  Never  had 
I  experienced  a  more  complete  felicity.  We 
began  to  lay  the  plans  of  future  years.  Sport- 
ively  it  occurred  to  us  to  anticipate  that  dedine 
of  life^  which^  if  the  thread  of  our  existence  is 
not  suddenly  cut  off^  must  to  all  mortals  arrive 
at  last,  We  both  of  us  agreed  that  that  would 
occasion  no  diminution  to  our  content^  that 
even  wrinkles  would  tum  into  motives  of  en- 
dearment,  and  that  the  longer  we  were  aceus- 
tomed  to  each  other's  society,  the  more  im- 
possible  we  should  each  of  us  feel  it  was  to 
live  without  it.  The  rash  Impulses  of  head- 
strong  youth  would  be  gone ;  we  should  have 
tried  the  scenes  of  many-coloured  life,  without 
arriving  at  the  repining  and  unsatisfied  infe- 
rences  of  the  wise  man^  should  talk  over  old 
times^  and  read  together  onee  agdn  the  fa- 
vourite  aiithors  of  our  youth.  We  should  smile 
at  the  different  aspects  with  which  things 
would  appear  to  us  with  a  few  decads  of  years 
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between^  the  same^  yet  not  the  same^  with 
auch  variatioD  as  the  objects  of  natore  display 
in  the  ascending  and  the  setting  sun.  In 
bcxdks^  in  tales^  in  characters^  the  thing  we 
looked  at  woold  be  unaltered;  but  it  would 
hare  a  frequent  npyplty  of  appearance^  that 
aiose  not  from  itself^  bat  firom  the  change 
which  had  insensibly  taken  place  in  the  mind 
ctfthe  obäerver. 

From  one  species  of  idlenesB  and  Inxury  we 
proceeded  to  another.  Our  little  girl  had  fallen 
asleep  in  my  anns*  We  spread  some  clotbes 
that  we  had  with  xts,  in  the  middle  of  the  boat, 
and  drew  a  slight  coveiing  over  her^  that  she 
might  remain  undisturbed.  As  1  laid  her  upon 
this  species  of  conch^  I  bestowed  on  her  a  gen- 
Üe  kiss^  taking  care  not  to  rouse  her.  She  is  a 
sweet  child^  said  I :  wbat  can  we  wish  her  to 
be,  that  we  do  not  find  in  her  ? — Bat  yoa  know 
tbe  burthen  of  my  song,  Emilia:   I  desire  a 
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Man  is  the  Bubstantive  thing  in  the  terres- 
trial  creation :  woman  is  but  the  adjecttve,  that 
cannot  stand  by  itaelf.  A  aweet  thing  ahe  is ; 
I  grant  it :  no  one  has  a  greater  right  to  say 
tius  than  t  have.  But  she  is  a  firail  flower; 
she  wants  a  shelter,  a  protector^  a  pioneer. 
She  is  all  that  omnisciencej  that  principle  of 
divine  meditation  (so  far  as  we  can  understand 
it)^  could  produoe,  for  the  best  consolation^  the 
entire  repose  and  good  of  the  stronger  sex ; 
and,  in  forming  his  happiness,  she  forms  her 
own.  She  has  beauty  of  form  and  exterior, 
and  gentleness  of  soul.  She  has  understand- 
ing,  so  as  to  form  the  suitable  helpmate  of  her 
hasband,  the  partner  of  his  counsels,  the  con- 
troler  of  his  exoesses,  the  mitigator  of  his 
stoutness,  the  inspirer  of  all  tnie  gentleness 
and  refinement,  and  of  the  tenderest  and  most 
extalic  effnsions  of  the  soul.  She  has  under- 
Standing  such  as  he  may  not  despise ;  she  has 
the  good  and  desirable  qualities  which  he  has 
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Boly  or  haa  not  in  an  eqnal  d^ree.  Some« 
times  «he  b  in  intellect  the  rival  of  her  fother, 
lier  fansband^  or  her  brother;  sometinies,  bat 
nrely,  ahe  outotrips  him-— to  remind  us^  if  I 
aay  so  express  it^  what  the  Creator  could  haye 
daoe^if  Ihat  had  been  reconcileaUe  to  the  great 
plan  of  the  whole» 

I  bare  alwaya  thougfat  that  one  of  the  moet 
beaatifnl  pictures  of  the  angelic  control  that 
vornan  may  exercise  over  the  stemness  of  man, 
18  that  which  is  given  by  Froissard  in  bis  ac- 
Gount  of  the  surrender  of  Calais.  Edward  the 
Third  had  besiq^  the  town  nearly  twelve 
numtha ;  and  it  was  now  reduced  to  the  ex- 
tremity  of  ÜEunine,  and  was  left  without  hope 
of  relief .  In  this  eondition  the  Citizens  offered 
to  surrender  on  terms.  But  Edward  deter- 
ndned  that  they  had  held  out  longer  than  the 
nies  of  war  authorised  them  to  do ;  had  (hey 
snbmitted  earlier,  it  would  hare  been  düFerent ; 
bot  they  bad  sulgected  bim  and  the  besieging 
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army  to  much  hardship  and  calamity^  and  ar- 
rested  the  career  of  his  victories  frorn  sheer 
obstinacy,  when  there  was  no  longer  aiiy  hope 
of  a  favourable  result ;  and  he  was  resolved  to 
inflict  a  severe  retaliation.  It  would  bave  an 
ill  effect  upon  the  inhabitants  of  other  places 
simihirly  curcumstanced,  if  he  did  not  shew 
inflexibly  in  this  instance,  that  the  time  of  the 
invader  was  not  to  be  trifled  witb,  tbrough 
hopeless  stubbornness  and  contumacy.  At 
length  he  relaxed  fi'om  his  severity,  and  said 
that,  if  six  of  the  most  considerable  Citizens 
attended  him,  barefooted  and  bareheaded,  with 
ropes  about  their  uecks,  bearing  the  keys  of 
the  city,  and  to  be  disposed  of  as  he  thought 
proper,  he  would  spare  the  lives  of  the  rest. 

This  Stern  decree  was  heard  by  the  besieged 
with  consternation ;  and  they  saw  no  means  to 
comply  with  the  demand  of  the  conqueror.  At 
length  six  Citizens  were  found  who  voluntarily 
came  forward^  and  offered  themselves  as  an 
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expiation  for  the  rest.  They  entered  the  camp 
of  the  English  monarch  in  the  costume  of  male- 
factors,  and  were  ordered  for  execation.  Such 
vaB  the  decision  of  a  barbarons  age :  so  broad 
was  the  line  of  distinction  that  was  then  drawn 
between  gentlemen,  men  of  generous  strain  and 
descent,  and  ignoble  Citizens ! 

It  happened  that  Philippa,  consort  to  Ed- 
ward the  Thürd,  had  just  arrived  in  the  camp, 
haring  fought  a  decisive  battle  against  David^ 
king  of  Scots^  who  at  the  instigation  of  the 
French  had  entered  Northumberhind  with  fifty 
diousand  men,  and  carried  his  ravages  to  the 
gates  of  Durham.  Philippa  with  a  yery  in- 
ferior force  defeated  the  enemy,  and  made 
their  king  her  prisoner.  Crowned  with  this 
Buccess^  she  crossed  the  sea,  and  presented 
herseif  to  her  husband  in  the  midst  of  his 
triumph»  She  witnessed  the '  demeanour  of 
the  heroic  burgesses,  and,  strack  to  the  very 
Boul  with  the  order  she  heard  awarded  against 
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Ihem,  tbrew  herse If  on  her  kneea^  and  with 
r^usUesft  tean  and  intreaties  prevailed  that 
their  generous  8elf*aacriAce  should  not  be  thus 
recompenged^  but  that  they  ahotdd  be  dia- 
missed  with  the  cx>mmendati(m  and  honoor 
due  to  their  Tirtue.  Here  was  the  cbarac* 
teristic  exhibition  of  female  prowess^  inter« 
posing  with  grace,  with  beauty^  and  all  the 
melting  softness  of  the  sex,  powerful,  nay 
irresistiblei  in  its  weakneas,  [I  did  not  teil 
this  Story  in  detail  in  our  conversation ;  the 
whole  was  fiuniliar  to  Emilia ;  it  was  enongh 
that  I  alluded  to  it.] 

I  was  well  disposed  to  do  the  amplest  jus- 
tice to  the  perÜBctions  of  a  sex,  the  consummate 
exemplar  of  whtch  was  the  life  of  my  life :  but 
— I  wiflhed  for  a  son.  '^^1  ages  and  nations 
have  recognised  the  practical  inferiority  of  the 
female  sex*  They  are  not  admitted  among  onr 
l^slators :  in  representative  govemments  they 
httve  not  even  a  direet  voice  in  the  dboioe  of 
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oor  leiNreaeolatirefl»    Everjr  psth  of  society  is 
ßfetk  lo  the  malt;  mi  mfinite  majoritf  k  ahut 
npmi  the  femrie.    We  kaoir  fbr  her  acaicely 
my  mdepeodent  dioiee  of  fifej  her  proper 
•Mum  ia  tbe  eondilion  of  m&rriage.    Of  an 
equil  proapect  in  the  ampfe  ^ain  of  esrietenee 
the  ja  depriired;  the  aingb  womaa  feela  her 
^madrantmge^  and  her  weaknees,  and  she  ia 
c^oaed  to  temptatiooB  and  dangers  which, 
ooce  yielded  to,  leader  her  the  oatcaat  of  the 
earth*    Qf  this  condition  of  the  firailer  sex  we 
BMiat  make  the  best  that  we  cao,  andexert  our- 
•dvea  that  it  may  have  a  proeperoas  iesvie  in 
Ae  caae  of  oiir  ddid«    I  am  cbntented  to  hare 
a  danghler ;  bnt  I  desiie  to  have  a  son  J 
•   So  hcmriant  «ad  nnoonfined  was  oor  talk ; 
happy,  beyoiid  the  powers  of  words  to  declare, 
abnoBt  of  Aoaght  to  eoneeire.    When  sud- 
denly  the  &oe  of  the  hoMrens  aibore  ns  hegan 
to  alter :  the  aky  was  no  loiiger  in  every  part 
anobieored }  a  chrad  appeared  ta  gather  ia  the 
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horizon.  It  became  larger  aod  blacker ;  the 
wind  whiBtled  with  a  wintery  cold.  The  air, 
wfaieh  had  hitherto  been  balmy  and  cherishing) 
opening  all  the  -porea  of  the  body,  and  pving 
exaltation  to  the  spiiits,  suddenly  taraed  chilly 
and  Bomewbat  piercing.  Unpiepared  as  we 
were  for  the  cbange^  it  produced  an  uncom«* 
fortable  Sensation^  a  shiver.  Preaently  the 
whole  hemisphere  darkened  above  us;  and 
first  rain,  and  then  hail,  and  then  rain  again^ 
beat  upon  ufi  with  impetuosity.  The  thander 
rolled ;  and  the  lightning  flaahed.  Emilia  en* 
deavoured  to  amile,  for  ahe  knew  there  was  do 
danger.  She  pnlled  her  cloak  close  about  her, 
and  nestled  her  little  girl  in  her  bosonu 

We  had  been  for  more  than  two  boura  ex* 
posed  to  all  the  inclemency  of  the  weather, 
before  we  reacbed  the  shdter  of  our  own  roof« 
I  inaisted  on  it  that  Emilia  should  immediately 
retire  to  bed:  abe  appeared  to  me  aerioualy 
indisposed.    She  waa  in  a  atate  of  pregnancy. 
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perhaps  in  piogress  to  give  birth  lo  the  son^ 
npcrn  Übe  thooght  of  which  my  mind  so  inordi- 
nftely  doted.  Bat,  alas,  no  such  Messing  was 
in  Store  fot  me.  Of  mother,  and  of  all  hope  of 
fotme  progenj  by  ber,  I  was  at  once  bereft. 
The  acddent  seemed  a  slight  one :  bat,  as  the 
poet  testifies, 

We  dally  idly  with  the  dsrta  of  Deaih : 
Wet,  dry«  oold,  bot,  at  the  appointed  bonr. 
All  act  sabservient  to  the  tyranfs  power ; 
And,  when  obedient  Natare  knows  his  will, 
A  fly«  m  grqwstone,  or  a  hair  cao  kill. 

EmiliafetiTedtobedserioaslyindisposed«  In 
the  morrnng  she  bad  all  the  Symptoms  of  a  vio- 
knt  fever.  The  peciod  was  cr^cal.  SHiewasat- 
tscked  with  repeated  sUvering  fits.  Shebecame 
deiirioiis.  (^  the^yeniBgof  tUsdayshehada 
miSGarriage«  Oiithethirddayyin.defianceof  all 
the  aids  of  median^  she  died.  She  had  brief 
laterFalB  in  wliidi  she  appeared  somewhat  col- 
keted  and  composed;  and  in  these  she  eamesüy 
reeonmended  to  me  the  care  of  her  child« 
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CHAPTER  V. 


It  is  impossible  to  represent  in  worda  the 
total  reroluüon  this  erent  made  in  my  ex- 
istence.  It  was  as  if  in  a  single  moment 
*'  sun  and  moon  were  in  the  flat  fiea  sunk." 
Natura  that  liad  been  so  beautifal,  so  resplen- 
dent^  80  fiiscinating,  lost  at  once  the  soul  to 
wbich  it  was  indebted  for  all  its  charms.  The 
rainbow  tints  of  the  globe  in  whicfa  I  dwelt, 
the  soft  and  tender  hoes,  the  delicate  blende 
ings,  Ünt  undnlating  lights,  vatying  for  ever, 
and  cbasing  one  another  beneath  the  cope  of 
hearen^  w«re  gone ;  and^  in  place  of  them, 
every  thing  was  statned  with  one  melancholy 
colour^  one  deadly  and  nnwholesome  brown. 
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Hie  air  appeared  to  me  murky.and  thick,  an 
atmcMipbere  thftt  bore  pestUence  on  its  wings« 
I  hMked  around  me ;  the  outline  of  things, 
thoogli  obscnre  and  dim,  was  the  lame:  bat 
wfaere  was  now  the  grace  that  so  lately  ani- 
nated  them^  the  oniament  thst  had  tingled  in 
an  my  veins,  and  ahot  throng^  my  soul  ? 

The  wfaole  mxrld  comprised  to  me  bat  two 
gpedes  of  things ;  the  thinga  that  were  aaao- 
Giated  with  the  recoUeetions  of  Emilia,  and 
the  things  that  were  not  so  xefaitedl  Upon  the 
fozmer  of  these  I  dwelt  endlessly«  The  sensa- 
tions  I  dresr  firom  them  were  bitter  and  sweet« 
Tbey  told  me^  Emilia  was  no  more !  Watch 
for  her  aa  eamestly  as  you  please ;  you  shall 
Derer  see  her^  never  hear  her.  Watch  the 
opening  of  her  chamber-door }  it  shall  never 
open;  or,  if  it  doefl>  it  shall  be  opened  by 
anodier^  never  by  her  upon  wfaoi|;i  yoör  heart 
lud  aD  yoor  thoughts  are  fixed*    At  one  time 
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and  a&other  I  beard  feotsteps;  my  thooght 
was  of  EtmiHa ;  but^  ah,  how  diSferent !  Nerer 
that  Step  8o  Hght,  so  aiiy,  diat  ewea  talked  to 
me  as  it  approached,  that  was  foU  of  promise, 
that  was  all  health,  and  spirit,  and  lore.  Her 
diairwas  Tacant;  her  place  at  the  table  iin* 
supplied ;  and  at  times,  when  accidentally  I 
tumed  my  eye  to  the  spot  in  which  I  had  been 
accoatomed  to  find  her,  it  almoet  threw  me 
into  convulsionsj  it  made  every  fibre  of  my 
frame  tremble  again. 

This  indeed  was  bitter.  But  in  the  midst  of 
bittemess,  I  found  something  fascinating,  that 
said  to  me,  Go  on ;  steep  your  soul  to  the  very 
tips  in  these  melancholy  recoUections.  I  never 
wiUingly  ahut  the  book  of  grief,  never  sought 
to  withdraw  my  thonghts  from  what  saddened 
me.  Grief  was  idl  my  joy.  All  other  things 
were  disgusting,  sbrirelled  and  withered  up 
my  heart :    this  opened  the  sluices  of  my 
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;  and  I  espcrioMSMl  & 
tiafiKtion,  wben  I  tat  tbat  H  ww  «diwaBting 
and  destvoyiog  in  me  the  princ^le  of  Ufe. 

Tlie  tUnga  tliat  had  no  oomieotkni  with 
Endlia^  that  did  not  talk  to  me  of  her  wko  iras 
tbe  oljeet  of  all  my  prderencea^  were  insiq»- 
portaMe.  They  ooenpied  my  time,  bat  esccited 
in  me  no  interait*  lliey  called  np<m  me  for 
tttfutkin^  wfaioh,  wfaen  giyen^  ran  comiter  to 
every  thing  that  I  dmred,  aad^  when  wHb- 
hebij  left  me  in  deadly  vacaney^  diatmbing  die 
Leihe  of  my  apirit  wilh  ita  nothinga^  and  im- 
portoning  me  ^th  a  conacioasnesa  of  that 
criatefiTP  wfaich  I  wonld  hare  given  worlda  to 
finget»- 

I  biuded  ntyself  amoi^  all  thote  tfainga, 
which  tcdd  me  that  Emilia  once  had  li?ed^  and 
oace  had  been  mine.  I  tamed  o^er  a  thooaand 
timea  the  articlea  of  her  attire^  and  what  had 
been  the  omamente  of  her  person.  I  doted 
cm  the  desk  at  which  ehe  had  been  accustomed 
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to  vnAte,  and  the  tnlr^>n^  wkich  had  afforded 
her  a  medium  for  recording  her  thougfata. 
Her  miniature^  aet  round  with  brillianta>  and 
the  back  of  .which  was  omamented  with  a  lock 
of  her  beautiful  hair,  was  a  oompanion  of 
wliich  I  never  tired.  Her  handwriting  to  mf 
eyea  was  the  masterpieoe  of  the  creation.  The 
lines  which  her  pen  had  traoed  were  of  unri'^ 
valled  elegante  and  grace;  and  the  worda, 
whic^  imaged  on  piq)er  her  aentimenta  and 
thoughta,  were  inimitable.  Her  atyle  was  the 
atyle  in  which  angelD  would  have  deaired  to 
talk.  I  kept  all  the  iettera  I  had  received 
from  her  in  a  caaket;  they  were  often  on 
subjecta  that  fastidious  men  would  have  aneer- 
ed  aty  of  the  lighteat  and  moat  evanescent 
nature,  the  pen  dipped  in  the  tinta  of  the 
rainbow ;  bat  they  were  all  precioua  to  mt ; 
they  oontained  aome  fragment  of  the  soul  of 
thia  "  divine  perfectioo  of  a  wonuui/'  .  I  nnm- 
bered  them^  I  read  them  a  thouaand  ttmea; 


md  tfat  last  tone  diejr  appeared  to  mtaBfiMh 

> 

«sthefint. 

The  hte  inetaipumide  oompankm  af  my 
diqrs  had  a  tndy  atiginal  mind.  SBia  was 
naterally  leaniad ;  ahe  ttndied  liot  die  wodd 
tboog)!  ^^the  ^peetades  <rf  booka,''  m  the 
tfadiifigaof  her  instrodon;  there  was  to  her 
HO  mediatn^  no  '^seeiiig  aa  thfoogh  a  gtase 
darUy;''  ahe  comnHnrifated  iminediately  with 
«rteraal  natere^  or  whh  the  Ibmg  halnta  aad 
tenqperB  of  her  feUow-creBtiues.  8he  whs  fai 
tfais  respect  aa  if  thcie  had  beenno  such  düng 
as  Bterataie ;  hjr  an  mtaidre  discemment  she 
read  Ae  bocdi  of  natare,  and  all  her  eonchi- 
äona  were  her  öwn. 

Thia  cüeumataaoe  had  at  all  tfante  gifen  a 
P**<^li«f  charm  to  her  taBc.  It  was  not  a 
ksBOB,  '^leamed  and  CAnaed  fayrafes;  set  in 
a  nole^booli«"  Ton  were  sure  to  heai^  from 
her  Bomethüig  new ;  new  in  the  snbstance  of 
whst  she  reportsdy  or  new  in  the  mäsmer  in 
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which  8he  8aw  the  things  ahe  desciibed.  She 
viewed  eyery  thing  in  a  way  chanuteristic  of 
hendf ;  the  temper,  the  wholesome  frame  of 
her  mind^  was  aa  au  aerial  perspective,  giving  a 
fresh  and  enchanting  hue  of  its  own  to  every 
thing  she  obsenred.  Tou  gained  an  insig^t 
not  only  of  the  object  itaelf ;  you  receired  in 
addition  that  frame  of  an  angelic  spirit,  wfaidi 
made  her  see  the  world  in  a  manner  in  which 
perhaps  no  other  person  aaw  it,  more  harmo- 
nised,  the  colours  blended,  every  pari  bdong« 
ing  to  and  altogether  conatituting  a  ^ole. 

There  was  no  preparation  in  any  thing  she 
delivered,  no  tint  of  affectation,  no  wrinkle 
produced  by  any  retrospect  to  herself,  her  own 
glory^and  the  expectation  to  be  admired  for 
what  she  said,  or  what  she  did.  When  I 
sat,  or  when  I  walked  with  her,  I  saw  the 
thoughts  of  her  mind  exacüy  as  they  rose.  It 
was  all  mmple,  and  at  the  same  ttme  all  wise. 
Every  thing  ilras  soiind,  every  thing  fresh  and 
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MDsiUe;  aiid| if  it had been wrktan  in  a %ook, 
H  woold  hAre  shewn  itidf  wiih  tiie  lineliiiefls 
of  Montaigiie,  aod  die  dcptfa  of  thought  we 
ate  «aoeuttomed  to  aaeribe  to  Sknoaater.  It 
ivaa  pfOiii{it  doqaence,  a  n^id  and  unfanpedod 
«tream^  ^  more  tuneable  .tiian  naedad  Inte  or 
haip to  add  moie  sweeteeaa/'  Itwaaaatream 
tluBt  enfivened  Ha  bonks^  irinte  ^^wtth  fiecah 
flowerets  Md  and  TaHey  smiled/'  andthe  haart 
nf  the  heaarer  leupeä  with  delight,  and  aU  Us 
ctfGolatians  beoame  cheerfiilnnd  gaj«  II  waa 
wiadom  in  ita  neweat  gloss,  nnblown  npon^im* 
ftded*  She  waa  indeedandintrad^ '^fimcy't 
cUd/'  white  to  yonr  astonsahed  acoae  ahe 
^  warUed  her  native  woodnotea  wild«" 

Wh€n  I  loat  her,  I  at  firat  laathed  my  ex- 
istenoe.  Weariaome  nights  were  appointed 
to  me.  '^When  I  hdd  down,  I  aaid,  When 
ahall  I  ariae,  and  the  night  be  gone  ?  I  waa 
fhn  of  toamga  to  and  fto  nnto  fhe  dawning  of 
the  day/'    The  l^t  waa  importonate ;  food 


86  DEf^EAINB«  cm 

was  dktastefal.  The  viait«  of  my  firienda  wer» 
past  endurancei  and  soUtude  was  iütölerablt» 
I  longed  tD  close  my  eyes,  and  ahut  out  day- 
llght  for  erer,  to  be  gathered  to  my  fiathers^ 
and  be  at  rest« 

There  ia  aamething  In  man  howerer,  tbal 
will  not  kt  hlm  be  long  «t  quiet.  The  firet 
thing  18  the  crarings  of  natura.  The  conatitu«^ 
tion  of  our  exiatence  is  truly  pourtrayed  in  the 
well-known  atory  of  the  Epheaian  matron» 
However  ahe  gave  heraelf  up  at  firat  to  the 
exceaa  of  her  grief  for  her  husband'a  death, 
and  reaolved  to  be  ahüt  up  with  hitu  in  hia 
tomb)  not  inany  daya  had  paased,  before  ahe 
feit  the  empire  of  human  infirmity,  and  waa 
glad  of  any  thing  that  would  delivet  her  firom 
the  monotony  of  her  own  meditations,  and  the 
etemal  wearisomeneaa  of  daya»  '^that  cream 
4md  mantk  like  a  atanding  pooL" 

There  ia  an  indeacribabk  aomething  that  tiea 
ua  to  UfSa«  For  thia  purpoae  it  ia  not  neceaaary 
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ÜuA  -wt  AoM  ht  biq^jT«  Tboogh  onr  Itfc  be 
almMt  wkhoat  esqoymmt,  wt  do  not  etaMoi 
to  pari  witii  it.  Withont  goii^  to  tbe  cxtmne 
of  Mcecenaa^  who  flud»  '^Thoui^  mj  imx^  mj 
foot,  tny  hip  should  rcfose  thcir  fimetioDa, 
ibßufßx  I  dMMld  limre  a  momitaiii  on  my  back, 
and  my  feeith  be  looaened  iaüieir  aocketi,  nay, 
nail  woe,  if  you  wUl^  upon  a  mroia,  atiU  I  desiie 
to  live :"  witboot  Aia,  tbere  ia  nerertbdeaa  a 
acaüiBeDt  tbat  atira  Within  tts^  tbat  producea  ap 
«odefinaUe  awralon.  to  tbe  tbongbt  of  gefttiiig 
to  be,  to  '^  lie  in  oold  oblivkm  and  to  rot.V 

It  waa  tbk  Ihat  inapbed  RobinacMd  Cttmo^, 
.or  whoever  Uraa  bis  aotual  pr^totype^aadbaa 
mapiied  ercsry  ahipwiecked  xnarmer,  wben  be 
baa  found  bimaelf  tbrown  npon  a  ooaat  iritbout 
buman  inbabttanta.  It  ia  a  drearjr  tbiiq;  to  be 
cot  off  fipom  tbe  society  of  onr  fettowa  and  tbe 
accommodationa  of  civiüaed  Ufe«  We  aboubl 
abnoat  cupect  an  individnal  ao  drcnmatanced. 
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M  uoon  a»  he  had  liad  time  to  survey  hia  Cor« 
lofn  Situation^  to  climb  a  neighbouring  pro- 
montory^  and  cast  himaelf  bacl^  into  the  ele* 
meat  from  which  he  had  been  reacued.    Bat  it 
ig  not  ao*    He  looka  round^  and  begins  to,  col« 
ket  the  fragmenta  and  broken  phiaks  of  ikt 
ireaa^l  in  which  he  had  been  embarked.    He  ia 
Uke  the  wretch  who  watches  a  dying  flame. 
He  gathera  together  eveiy  combustible  mate* 
rial  that  offera  itaelf  to.  hia  view,  that  he  may 
detahi  the  celestial  yisitor.  He  caata  about  and 
coQsidera  how  he  may  supply  himself  with 
Bouriahment  and  ahdter.    He  meditates  per* 
aeveringly^  and  counta  up  all  bis  reaourcea. 
He  shrinks  from  no  labour«   He  ia  appalled  by 
ao  privationa.     Life,  life,  ia  the  inexplicable 
thing  we  ding  to ;  and,  however  we  may  pre- 
%end  to  hold  it  cheap  and  to  brave  death  when 
ai  a  diatance,  we  all  of  ua,  with  very  few  ex- 
oeptiooaj  and  thoae  ariaing  from  a  pretematural 
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tension^  verify  the  apophth^m  of  the  scrip« 
tore,  ^  Skin  for  skin,  yea  all  that  a  man  hatii^ 
vOI  he  giye  for  his  life." 

The  mmd  of  man  bends  itself  after  a  shorf 
struggle  to  the  yoke  of  necessity.  ^Things 
withont  all  remedy,''  are  fomid  to  be  '^withont 
i^^ard."  We  shut  ourselrea  np  within  the 
coonpasa  of  posaibOities,  and  become  reconciled 
to  what  cannot  be  avoided.  There  are  indul« 
geocies  vithoat  which  a  man  thinlu  he  cannot 
Bre ;  there  are  benefitd  that  seem  to  conatatute 
the  core  and  bouI  of  onr  existenee ;  bat,  idien 
thene  can  no  longer  be  had,  we  make  the  best 
of  what  is  still  within  onr  reach. 

I  considered,  that  I  was  young,  that  I  had 
bat  recently  come  into  the  posaesrion  of  all  my 
&cultie8  of  body  and  mind.  Aceording  to 
what  ia  called  the  conrae  of  natura,  I  might 
live  many  years.  Should  I^  ont  of  the  consi* 
deration.  of  what  I  had  lost,  throw  away  what 
was  Idt  ?     Or,  should  I  still^  notwithstanding 
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Ükt  fearfiil  wreck  I  had  experienced,  draw  in 
my  expectations  and  my  desires,  clip  the  wings 
of  my  aspirations,  and  siiit  my  mind  to  the 
narrownesB  of  my  possesalonB  ?  I  was  an  exfle, 
driven  out  for  ever  firom  the  pleasant  land 
wfaere  I  had  been  so  much  deli^^ted  to  dwell. 
I  was  condemned  to  abide  under  inokment 
skies,  with  dreary  and  unvarying  prospectSy 
and  on  a  harren  soiL  Tet  surely  it  was  mors 
worthy  of  the  inherent  energies  of  man,  of  the 
powers  with  which  God  had  endowed  me,  to 
make  the  best  eren  of  this.  I  could  exerdse 
my  mind  in  reading  and  contempUtion.  I  pos- 
sessed  the  property  which  had  descended  to 
me  from  my  ancestors.  With  this,  dispensed 
with  judgment  and  a  beneficent  spirit,  I  could 
do  much  good;-  and  he  that  does  good  to 
othersi  will  inftJlibly  catch  the  advantage  on 
the  rebound  to  himself.  The  world^  in  its  re« 
▼olutions  and  changes,  is  for  ever  new:  I  could 
observe  this,  and  gather,  unless  by  my  own 
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&iilt,  much  imtraotioB  and  etcitenieiit  frola 
wfattt  I  saw* 

I  remembered  the  laut  injnnctionB  of  tbe 
adored  partn^  of  my  Kfe«  She  bad  adjured 
Bie  to  wKtcb  anxiottaly  for  the  welfisre  of  ovt 
only  child.  6be  had  said  to  me^  *'Now  that 
aar  Catherine  is  aboiit  to  be  deprived  of  her 
mother,  it  ia  yoor  offide  to  take  care  tiiat  you 
Aacbarge  to  her  Üie  duties  of  both,  and  be  to 
her  a  filiher  and  a  motfaer/'  Now  that  I  ooold 
HO  kmger  aee  my  Emilia,  no  longer  contribate 
to  her  pkaaure^  and  be  rewarded  by  her  imiles^ 
it  waa  by  ao  mvnA  the  more  incumbent  upon 
me  to  baild  up  a  monument  to  her  memory» 
and  to  regard  her  laat  anggeationa  aa  inviola- 
Ue.  Staiting  ftom  thia  thonght,  I  gradoally 
eame  to  regard  her  diiU  aa  her  living  repre* 
aeataftive,  I  deaired  to  heap  aU  aorta  of  beneflta 
on  ita  head«  I  aought  ita  aodety^  not  alwaya, 
bot  often^  and  at  stated  xetums«  I  found  a 
thousand  tbinga  in  tbe  child  that  reminded  mt 
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of  Emilia^  certain  tonea  of  her  voice^  certain 
moFements  of  her  limbs^  now  serious^  and  now 
playful.  When'  these  things  occurred,  they 
wottld  flometimes  shoot  through  me  witb  the 
force  of  electricily,  and  at  others  all  at  once 
fiU  my  eyes  with  an  unexpected  gush  of  tears* 
By  degrees  they  grew  lesa  agonising,  and 
changed  into  aourtes  of  melancholy  pleaaure. 

Before  I  had  been  thus  unhappily  instaUed 
the  sole  guardian  of  my  child,  she  had  already 
attained  in  a  certain  measure  the  facnlty  of 
articulate  speech,  and  by  the  condescenaion 
and  judicious  care  of  her  mother  had  come  to 
ezerdae  it  in  a  sounder  style  and  with  more 
leflection,  than  is  uaual  in  bo  early  a  period  of 
life.  But  the  constancy  with  which  the  child 
exercised  the  talent  of  reflection^  and  appear- 
ed  to  unrol  and  conanlt  the  volume  of  her 
thoughts^  had  by  no  means  the  tffect  to  render 
her  phlegmatic  and  elow.  The  conauhation 
had  the  air  of  being  inatantaneoua ;  the  light 
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finom  heaven,  so  to  express  myself^  that  attend* 
ed  hejfj  seemed  mechanically  to  fall  ob  tha 
n^it  paBsage,  tfae  very  canon  that  was  wanted« 
It  waa  like  the  differeDce  I  have  seen  in  boya 
at  sdiool :  while  one  boy  of  dolkr  inteUect 
porea  down  the  page  of  bis  dictionary,  and  by 
dint  of  mere  industry  comes  at  last  to  the  wovd 
and  eaqplajiation  required^  another  catches  it  in 
9k  moroent ;  the  rest  of  the  page  is  as  it  were 
amphilated^  and  die  tbing  that  was  sought  pce« 
aents  itself  alone  to  bim.  This  feli^ty  in  my 
Utüe  Catherine  converted  what  might  haue 
been  meditation  into  inspiralion^  and  ga?e  to 
her  otberwise  original  vein  of  thinking,  the  air 
af  a  apontaneons  productian.-^The  description 
I  have  here  given  may  seem  to  be  incompatible 
«IUI  the  fewnesB  of  her  years.  Bat  let  it  be 
oonsidered  that  I  sludied  her^  made  her  a 
tbeme  for  my  reflections«  and  macked  the  pre-* 
lent  State  of  ber  faculties  with  sometbiag  of 
tbe  same  dUigence^  that  an  anat<Knist  takes  igj^ 
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hU  diBseoüng  knifie,  or  a  chemist  lesolves  a 
eomplex  subsUnce  into  its  Bimple  dementa.  I 
firolicked  with  her ;  I  asked  her  quettions,  in  a 
maimer  tbe  f urtheat  in  the  world  from  suggest- 
ing  the  grayity  af  my  purposa.  I  appcared  to 
be  playing  the  fool  with  her  the  moat  egregi- 
ously»  when  I  was  moat  peraeveringly  engaged 
in  experimenta  of  the  higheat  philoaophy. 

When  I  concentred  my  attention  the  moat 
deeply  in  reading  or  writing,  when  I  fi^ed  my 
arma,  and  aought  to  develop  in  my  own  mind 
the  perplcxed  mazea  of  thinking,  when  I  ahut 
my  eyes,  and  oonjored  up  the  image  of  Emilia, 
faeld  converaationa  with  the  dear  departed,  and 
li?ed  orer  the  accnea  of  our  recent  interconrae 
aa  if  they  had  been  preaent,  the  little  CSatherine 
would  often  be  aeated  in  one  oomer  of  the 
^»artment,  and  would  aometimea  race  firom 
end  to  end  with  her  lapdog,  uttering  ahoute  of 
kughter^  and  makiug  noiaea  that  might  ahnoat 
have  awiked  the  dead.    I  waa  not  interrupted ; 
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I  did  not  hear  iL  My  mind  wia  abstracted ; 
mj  attention  hdd  on  its  conree :  fluch  i»  tbe 
power  of  habit. 

I  woidd  then  saddenly  timut  my  table  on 
one  flides,  and  say^  Come,  Euite^  now  play  witii 
ne.  Or  abe  wonld  occaaionally  nisbt  on  a 
itiiular  pliancy  on  my  pari.  At  one  time  and 
anoCfaer  perhapa  I  did  not  attend  to  her  infant 
imptifiunitiea*  In  that  case  ahe  wonld  pluck 
my  aleeve^  or  embrace  my  knee.  Thia  was 
alwaya  eflRectnal.  I  inatanüy  deaeended  trom 
my  aMtodea.  Hato  and  Eoclid  were  pat  to 
TOot  in  a  moment.  The  only  inataacea  in  which 
ahe  faikd,  were  when  I  waa  engaged  in  dero* 
tional  inlercoarae  with  the  fancied  image  or 
the  intellectaal  repreaeotation  of  her  mother. 
1  wonld  aometimea  in  that  caae  snatch  up  my 
hat,  and  withdrttw  into  tbe  gloomieat  receaaeto 
of  my  gafdeo,  while  the  chüd,  impreaaed  with 
«we^  wonld  follow  mewith  ita  eye^  and  wondet 
what  could  be  the  matter  with  papa. 
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..Mra.  FusbawwimVl  often  desite  thatrlbe 
cbild  mifht  be  leltior.a  while  under  ber  cm^i 
and  Catherine  spent  almost  as  mnch  of  her  tim/^ 
with  thU  matemal  frieod,  as  at  her  ovi>  bMoe« 
Mrs.  Fanshaw  Uved  only  twelre  miles  frona  ji^y, 
residence,  and  bad  na  child  of  her  own«  8he 
lored  the  litUe  Cadherine,  I  had  almoet  aaid 
with  more  tban  a  mother's  affection.  Betwaen 
motber  aad  child  there.ia  often  no  third  party( 
and  tbe  eider  of  Ihe  two  i»,  as  wb  say,  aocoualt- 
aUe  only  to  Qod  and  her  conacienoe..  Bist 
Mrs.  Fanabaw  was  but  the  deputy  of  tbe  xfil 
motber  of  my  Catherine.  She  had  a  report  ta 
giire  i%  and  no  principal  to  receive  it,  Whaa 
an  officer  of  atate  uid  bis  audilor  paaa  tibair 
accounts  togetber,  tbe  auditor  writes  bis  aavc 
at  the  bottom  of  the  page,  and  tbis  opesatea  aa 
a  quietus.  Tbe  officer  is  encouragcd ;  thß  aaoc- 
tion  of  approbation  ia  visible ;  and  tbe  offic^ 
proceeda  wilb  new  oourage  to  discharge  the 
dutiea  of  tba  followbg  quarter.  But  Mra.Fai^ 
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mdd  feo^iye  no  sodi  Himctiop  s  thc 
■tt^of  SkaiUa  wad  far  crer  befere  die  eyti 
of  her  miad }  Imt  the  firiutjr  to  wiioae  appto» 
btlieii  tbe  aspmd,  prrserFed  for  erer  the  same 
paniooleflB  placttfitjr  of  üealares^  and  ^  not  so 
mmth  aa  oaceaod  tbeheadiotoketiofhtaoiir-' 
akfe  acqmttal«  Tbk  nmte  tuterconne  that  aubt 
aflted  beiween  the  Ixmg  and  the  dead«  gave  to 
Übt  former  by  so  mudi  the  more  tendenkeai 
•iid  d^caej  of  coDactence.  For  want  of  the 
final  and  ademn  adjndieatton  ahe  would  faave 
■aught,  the  aiinifing  friend  waa  compelled  to 
be  Ünt  avditor  of  her  oim  aoeonnta,  and  she 
raiaed  them  whh  imceaaing  ^gence,  m  the 
fisar  that  adf-flaltery  night  indnce  her  to  pro- 
namct  the  aentence  of  peaee,  when  Aere  was 
nopeaeif« 

The  Urne  of  the  little  Catherine  wna  divided 
beHreen  two  phcea  of  ahode.  8he  wonld  have 
baeo  pusded  to  dedde  which  ahe  was  to  con^ 
ükr-aB  her  home  i  but  that  the  servants  of  aa 

▼OL.  I,  ? 
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Bstabliabment  always  kindly  exert  tliemadFes 
to  remove  this  perplexity.  The  dittd  was  earijr 
instamcted  by  ber  female  attendant  to  consider 
faerself  as  an  heireis^  and  was  aisiired  that  for» 
tunate  would  be  the  youth,  wbo  ahonld  obtain 
sudi  a  beanty,  vrith  the  estates  of  Deloraine, 
for  bis  bride.  Catherine  loved  me  mach ;  bat 
ehe  »carcely  entertained  lese  aSection  for  the 
matron  to  whom  ber  Visits  abroad  were  longest 
and  mo8t  freqnent^  and  ^o^  to  jndge  from  ber 
yiracity,  the  facUity  witb  which  she  enteied 
into  all  ber  jnveniie  leelings  and  fancies,  and 
the  undiminished  lustre  of  her  cheeks  and  her 
eyes,  might  almost  be  taken  for  her  sister. 
Mrs.  Fanshaw  had  infinitely  the  advantage  of 
me  as  an  instructor  in  one  respect,  inasnmch 
as  she  for  ever  stood  before  Catherine  as  a 
model  of  female  delicacy.  This  inestimable 
friend  was  a  glass  in  which  the  child  migbi 
look,  and  leam  every  quality,  I  migbt  say 
every  motion,  that  wonld  most  become  her; 


at  tbe  «MI0  time  thot  the  cteamoa  oC  underr 
stftodii^  «md  tbf  fawUksa  truth  af  feeling^ 
vith  wlüoh  tUa  bdy  ejq^huned  'Cveiy  thiu^ 
nd  ixicaalcBtad  wliateirer  ww  909I  iroclhj  tf 
lie  lecdlected  m  tb^  progrpas  ihroiig^  lift^ 
w€ie  aack  aa  I  waa  nev»  tired  of  aHmiringi 
hift  waa  aerw  v»iii  eBQi|g)i  to  imigine  I  couU 
rnraL 

Mva.  Fanahanr  ontUyed  tlie  friend  ahe  ao  iii* 
^xpresfäsif  vafai^d  teo  y^^n.  Eacb  time  that 
my  daiq^ter  iHamed  to  me  £rom  tbe  gradoua 
and  apuUim|ao?iiig  viaita  abe  f^ii  te  Ihia  her 
seocmd  mother,  I  ^id  na^  £m1  to  x^nadc  her 
added  prafidency.  Her  abeenoea  od  tbe  aoor^ 
of  tbeae  viaits  gyve  me  .9  fraab  happineaa  in  ber 
aocietjr.  Tbe  firailtjr  of  oifir  aatiu«  is  aucb^  that 
tbat  wUcb  preamta  itaelf  to  v^  eacb  day  aa 
auiely  aa  tbe  riaiog  of  tbe  am^v/^Y^  fiula  to  be 
lated  by  na  bdow  ita  vahie^  aad  to  be  regarded 
witb  a  dqppee  of  nq^Ugwce  aod  i^atby-  F<Hr 
iayaeI4  I  oertaiiüy  pannot  bcHial^of  a  cpnipeti- 
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üaa  wi|ih  the  gifted  feimd««  in  the  «tovy«>bopk) 
•vho  coold-bear  tbe  gnuMi  gsaw»  If  «y  cfaild 
tad  bee»  wlth  me  uniaterruptedljry  I  orald  aet 
80  Tvdl  have  uaiked  her  admaotmiBat^  I  do 
not  doobt  ihat  wUh  every  dayof  ber  life  «he  ia 
varioiu  wny»  improved }  but  I  «Inmld  not  ba^e 
neea  it,  But  now^  that  ahe  oame  boioe  to  oie 
it  may  be  after  five  or  aix  weeks'  absenoe^  l 
immediately  obB^rved  tbat  abe  wba  anolher^ 
jret  the  same.  These  waa  more  breadth  iq  bcnr 
gestaresj  and  new  inteUigeaaa  in  her  eye. 
£ach  happy  day,  tbat  I  undentoody  as  it  ad- 
vanced,  woold  Ueea  me  with  tbe  letiim  of  my 
Catberinej  waa  a  day  of  jubUee  to  me.  Wben 
the  carriage  rolled  np  the  avenne^  wben  I  baa- 
tened  o?er  the  broad  »taircase  to  reodre  her» 
and  she  flew  wHh  li§^t  and  elaatic  awiltneaa  to 
my  embraoe^  thia  Ikde  ecene,  wfaiph  wordi  ot» 
Bcaroely  ezpreea^  was  like  a  new  opoosag  in  liie 
clouda»  a  new  %ht  i^iaad  over  the  boriMP.'  ' 
Befere  the  death  of  Mra.  Faoebawi  mf  child 
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lad  eomipkIbtA  her  iMrfeehl&Tttr^  litfemaks 
iB  flir  of  toDackwmet^  land  matarltf  ecmöB 
tarikr  ttnä  in  taf  otm  sex*  Witk  iPV^at  tieiif 
iNMider  aad  *^nits&)ti '  did  I  Miw  regard  txi^ 
dhqglhter !  '  8he  hai  leen  aay  {dayfhitag^  die 
MB  nbw  my  fidend.  I  faad  beea  accanstotaedrto 
tdk  to  hbr  in  ft  iMil^  fitjrle,  conmig  down  firom 
Ibe  taarrdoQtf  devation  of  a  mäseidine  under^ 
flUndiB^  to  fte  k?d  ^  the  battfedore  and  tbe 
tffio-eaftdi;  But  iio«r  I  coidd  reascm  whh  hör  > 
and  ofleti  and  ofitti  I  derived  new  fights  fttmt 
htf  lauuiauwiing  and  nukdom  snggestiona.  Notr 
äbtcoaü  feet  my  feefings^  sympatfatse  witfa  my 
joya  and  my  aofrowa,  and  be  in  tbe  noblest 
aenae  my  cotnpaniott* 

My  Bfe  lad  not  all  been  apent  dnring  tbig 
period  in  tlie  manaion  of  Driorame.  I  bad  mi- 
graied  at  aouiefhing  Bke  tbe  erdmary  seasona 
ta  Ae  netropolia.  I  bad  ndxed  in  tbe  faabion- 
aUe  aari  tiie  pölitital  vmM.  lü  one  initance 
I  bid  aaeepted  a  ptabüe  misidon  to  otie  of  tbe 
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tawttM  bk  the  North  of  Europe,  and  httd  dis- 
diatged  tü^  Office  intrusted  to  me  to  the  satie- 
ftcdoh  of  Uie  govemment  that  einployed  me. 
Bat  my  country-aeat  waa  tlie  fiiTOiirite  place  of 
my  mddeiice*  Badi  time  I  retamed  to  it  with 
a  new  aesU  My  tum  of  mind  led  me  to  the 
■ednded  and  domeatic  scene ;  and  in  this  sense 
I  'was  ^^nerer  leas  alone  than  when  alone.*' '  I 
knred  my  books ;  I  loved  my  pen ;  I  loved  my 
sditary  ramblea  through  the  woods,  and  the 
endlesa  tndn  of  my  visions  and  meditations. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


Wbxm  Mn.  Eambaw  dBed,  die  hftd  a 
v1m>  Ixved  dnoad  wkh  ber  hasbiid  and  a 
faii%  of  daiq^iIeK^  «odietitiieB  in  the  Sootli  €f 
ftvDoe^  and  tMimeliiiiea  in  different  parta  nf 
Italy.  Belienng  that  my  daa|^ilar  woOd  fit 
in  a  aomewlmtfiiriom  sitoatiaii  npon  the  deadi 
of  her  lemale  fratoctor,  tUa  lady  inviled  tke 
yoong  Catherine  to  eonie  and  ^end  a  fev 
manUia  wifth  her  yonag  peofde.  Tbe  fint 
emotion  I  f dt  on  the  leeeipt  itf  tUa  invitalion 
waa  cbagiin.  Catherine  waa  wate  than  ercr 
necenary  to  mej  «id  I  ]nid  isMciaad  that^ 
when  Mra«  Andunr  died,  I  ahovld  acaicely 
IttKve  bad  cause  to  pait  nith  her  agrin. 
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Bot  non  tfrwrt  tboughts  l  fftwiiffiniitil  th^ 
adftahiHMMi  of  the  hope  and  wUh  I  liad  cnttr-» 
taiiied*  Ily  duU  mt  not  te  for  enr  sbut 
np  ^rük  hef  fiillier.  I  idid  not  ladeed  live 
endrely  cmt  of  the  wodd*  But  I  ww  nottko 
movt  cfigihk  protoolof  of  hcf  grafwui^  ycws  ^ 
aod  it  b  «bnoit  imiwnaDy  admittedrtfait  m, 
f6sidcii6e  in  4lUfcieut  citits  on  tlio  conlfaiett^ 
im  Observation  of -llie  manacw  «ndl  natioMd 
duuradaraof  the  Ungdoifta  of  th*  «artk^  ond^ 
iamffiarlty  irith  thdr  langaagea  and  modea  of 
thonkfa^f  aeqpdrad  on  the  apo!,  have  the  hap« 
pieat  efibct  in  fiiMifa^  Ibe  edncation  of  yoallF 
of  eitiier  Ae  male  or  female  seot.  Ith^ipened 
Ühat  a  fandijr  with  wUdi  I  had  beenontevuMf 
of  cordial  aoqnidBtadee'  Cor  yearai  waa  '4m  tfte 
point  et  BfMng  oat  fct  the  vefy  idtj  whcM 
the  aiater  of  Mia,  Amshair  ffeaidedj  aad  I 
gladly  acce|ited  the  opportonity  whkh  d^tfr 
overtHfe  pteaented^  fer*  tran^orttn^  my  ih^ 
Tourite  in  aafcty,  and  nnder  the  aoat  eU- 


Mi 


S        4 


.  I 


üfaB  viBttaA.  «B  :htfvmtt,-  .-T^ 
iMbs  tMuijMt  «b:  tat  .■wm 
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«Kl  «M  Boir  Im»*    Tle  t^rite  y^wriiwlwi  €< 
SHäiA#ad.«bier  tfjthfrinii'  ipf  iif  to  bm  heut  ji» 
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vinces  slie  pUNd  timugby  Ite  Imqr  Mcnes  ef 
Fviiiaa  lif e^  tbe  rieh  plaiiiB  of  Languedo^  and 
the  fluUinie  and  terriftc  predpioes  of  the  Alp«. 
She  ^oke  of  the  aocietica.  inlo  which  abe  waia 
intiodttoed.  Thera  waa  nothisgy  or  theft  vp^ 
paared  to  me  to  be  nothingi  of  empty  and 
commoD-plaee  in  her  lemarka*  She  aaw  everjr 
thfaig  wkh  eye«  of  the  tmeat  taste  and  the 
nioat  impreaaive  aeeatbility.  Whoerer  waa 
aUowed  the  peniaal  of  her  letters  wotdd  im«* 
mediatdy  obaenre  in  them,  that  she  seiaed  by 
a  sort  of  drrine  intnitkni  the  cltte  whieh  gave 
to  eYery  thiug  its  just  explanation  and  ita 
*  becoming  arrangetnent.  Whatever  she  spoke 
of  seemed  nnder  her  obsenratioii  to  exhibit  a 
deUcacy^  a  rividiiesB,  a  sweetdess»  for  whidi  it 
was  iadebied  to  the  dispositioii  of  her  that 
wrote  oonoernfaig  it.  When  she  breathed  upon 
roses,  they  aasamed  an  added  fragrancy.  Tlie 
plaoes  she  visited  I  had  also  seen ;  I  re^ 
eoUected  the  maan  outline ;  but  in  her  descrip* 


▼I.  inu>ftjiiifSv.  un 


Hob  it  WM  M  if  the  pedtil  of  OlMd»  or  «f 
Ctepar.  Fonnin  had  pibaad  oiw  the  '^^V^^^ 
sid  brongkt  indi  nt  ote  pcriiit  bbA  wMdwt 
Mddgn  teontisBy  wUch  bot  t9t  A6ir  faujpiraliBii 
^rövUt  nevrer  bave  been  rcvoiled. .  Aa  I  veai 
h6r  laniilmuniifttiiiiiBy  I  bucmnC'  tifcooBcftid  tb 
fke tenpcxviiy Iom irf hv sociity«  Iamt tiA§IL 
iafinite  advBbtsgA  shs  was  fjßtniBg  ftoin  tidi 
nhiii ruhte  unfoldio^  of  lier  iacidliiBi.  I  £elk 
dnt  H  woaU  lunre  been  fmk  wcriliy  te  Inve 
depffivcd  ber  ot  opportuniliu  which  afiwdcd 
her  8o  rieh  and  golden  *  harvest.  8he  renuB»- 
cd  abroad  irilh  tiiia  fimiily  neariy  aix  yeort« 

H  was  daring  the  abflenee  of  my  dngUer 
oa  tiie  ooBtinent,  thai  I  was  attachad  iritfa  a 
fimrof  themoatdangeffoiiBnatate.  Uwaa  a 
«pedea  of  typfaua.  It  was  aecompanied  witb 
gnat  depMMion  of  «pkita,  a  wanl  oC  po#er  lo 
intera»!  inyiolf  in  any  object  «f  piunit»  ar.dis- 
wclinntion  to  engi^  in  amMemcntasid  to  dl 
kinda  of  eseftion^  and  a  total  want  of  appetite. 
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Ufeseeiüed  iaBapaUfr  of  yieUiiig;  cxoUemeol^ 
«Di  exbtenoe  wts.  a.biurtheii  to  me«;  My 
Qighti  woie  wMioiift  «kep  aad  lestlfif» ;  a  low 
lerer  nppiaatA  to  be  nndeianiiring.  ny  littf 
ftmctioiw»  My  floali  gsadoaUjF  Jrasted  awajr ; 
die  eoloorof  mjr  drin.  beGBme  daric  ind  iaky  ^ 
imük  leenied  adianciiig  apon  aaa  by  tare.atid 
ttiutaufttiiigp  Btridc»^  nad,  though  tofOMaam^ 
wtBBf-.ov  nune  pKOfiefly  tlie  poirar  of  TeoebiD|[ 
impicBSkiM^  remaiaed^  my  outwaid  app^ar«- 
anoe  in  many  reapecta  soarody  dififercd  ftom 
that  af  a  corpae. 

After  a'  ocmrae  of  aerend  wied»  dw  fever 
ifdiaided;  bot  H'  kft  me  in  *a  etale  of  aodi 
coctreme  deUlily,  tbat  it  wai  judged  noia  tbai» 
probable  that  deatfi  wonld  be  Ae  reaalt«  I 
dUi  not  however  die.  Bat  it  waa  long,  very 
loiigv  beA>re  I  recxytered any  degreeof  atmnglhy 
or'ivas  etricdy  apedcing  out  of  danger.  My 
appeamoe  waa  that  of  a  Walking  ghost':  and 
all  wha  shnuik  from  the  alnrm  of  a  menutUo 
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dovii.stilfiy  Ali'  SiitMBy  ipttieiH  whflni  Sttiam 

fadnüe  ike  bdnjr  «r>  and  to  m}o^.ife^eäik% 
mcmlii  of  thttinm«    An  GW]f.cllttrpiO0Btdiiig 


#  • 


I  was  anzioiis  that  my  dang^btar  ahoiU.'iMt 
be  ttadö  aoqosiiitod  with  tlia,  langer  oI.  my 
eooditira..  Sbe  waa  dlgiUy  aituated  irflli 
yMBg.Miaa'Of  her  ainii  age^  Ser  oiM  ttta 
(ipeiihBg  and  ^cxpaiidiBg  «nMig  tlic  nanr  eaonf 
and  aoenevy  tknt  abe  naittdi .  Ol.wfaH 
cüildaliebe  to'nief  ilaha.ivtvealhaairi 
8liB  waa  too  yoimg  lav  a  avTse^  aad.  I  fak 
iMipiiy  ihnt  ahe  ma.  spand  the  j^oomy  «od 
Apcaaning  flsena  «f.  a  aiek  diaubov •sndr  ^^ 
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vai^t  he,  of  a  deadi-bcd.  Near  aa  I  had  becn 
lo  tfae  gales  of  tka  giwe,  I  vnm  led  to  refleei 
OD  tba  ntaatum  in  whkh  she  woald  be  left»  if 
deprmd  of  lier  aole  sorviving  parent,  and  to 
lefise  the  promioos  I  had  abeady  made  for 
tbe  jreara  of  her  minority^  in  case  that  event 
should  ocenr. 

My  igcovery  onee  aBoertamed,  I  proceeded 
with  Bure,  but  liagering  stqw  in  the  reeat»» 
blishment  of  my  health«  I  travelled  by  very 
Short  Btages  from  one  place  to  another,  thua 
procoring  to  myaelf  moderate  excitement  with- 
out  fatigue.  I  staid  sometimea  two  or  three 
daya  in  a  place^  or  went  forward  without 
interval,  aa  fancy  or  oonvenience  mMggct^titd* 
Döring  my  roote  I  paased  the  country-aeata  of 
ieveral  persona  wüh  whom  I  was  more  or  ksa 
apon  familiär  terms,  but*  I  viaited  none.    I 

cottld  not  have  bome  the  disquiet  which  sndi 

■ 

scenes  wonld  have  produced,  or  submitted  to 
the  obeenrance  and  attention  to  others 
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thcjr  notild  luK?e  impoaed  npan  me«  I  wi» 
aooQBUMiiied  by  ft  yomur  pcrsoiij  llw  mi  of  an 
ettly  firiqnd,  who  ws  flie  moat  MiTiWMMwktiiig 
eompaaikm  ia  the  worid«  He  was  all  gcnlle* 
neas,  all  vigüanoe,  of  tlie  aweeteat  tonper 
imaginaUe«  When  I  was  dispoeed  to  ictiie 
into  myadf^  he  took  caie  not  to  diatorb  me« 
Yfhm  T  ahewed  iadimlinna  of  a  inae  ineÜBed 
to  «^pffiiMiitijgiitiw  mnA  amoaenicBiy  he  had  a 

patticalar  adioüueai  in  ad^rtiag  hinndf  to 
nqr  hmaoor.  He  eoald  talk  of  poelry,  «f 
Uafory,  of  aoeaeiyy  of  aiCa,  and  the  woild. 
Hia  remarfca  wete  not  daep^  bot  acashley 
uttarljr  frae  ftoat  piciauce  and  aflfcctationy  na* 
intnttive^and  wilh tfaat  aoil  of  agieeabie  na« 
natioD,  which  freqpientljr  attcnda  the  moning 
of  life.  Hia  aooiety  did  me  a  wofld  of  good» 
aod  I  never  tiied  of  it.^-'niis  peiaon  will 
oome  again  on  the  alage  at  a  later  period  oC 
my  atory. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


Mv' jimrncy  was  btoaght  to  *  dose  Snr  tbe 
present  at  the  viBage  cf  HBrw$rg$to  in  York« 
sKire,  ft  apot  fireqnetited  in  certab  aeaaim«  of 
the  year  fer  the  iioputed  Tittues  of  its  ipa^  and 
of  whieb  the  alr  is  iDOonteatibly  «dubrioua  and 
iitvigorating.  A  fesidenee  in  tliit  phee  I  was 
assufcd  wonld  he  conriderably  banaAcial  to  B103 
and  the  sodetf  was  easy;  ewiy  one  wilhoiltt 
remarit  misäng  In  it  aa  mach  or  as  litdeaa 
he  pleased.  • 

Hie  scene  on  the  whole  was  higUy  agree- 
able  to  me.  The  healA  of  the  hnman  fSrame 
may  be  considered  as  a  n^aÜTe  altiibate,  of 
wliich  we  Iwve  in  a  manner  no  ffeding  al  thoae 


tunes  wheo  we  moet  unequivocally  poaaess  it« 
It  ifl  only  by  compariaon  that  we  are  enaUed 
to  apprehend  its  Taloe.  For  mjsdl,  I  had  been 
io  long  in  a  State  (KCdeadnesa  an4  languor^  that 
the ;  simpleat  enjoyinents  came  to  me  like  the 
dawn  of  a  oew  life.  The  flowera  never  smelled 
to  aweet,  the  sldes  neter  looked  mth  so  celes* 
tiat  a  ttqei  ih«  sang  of  ti^  hirdsy.Md  t^. 
]iH«niiir:of  the  mtfot'  supplied  to  me  a  miah«* 
iag  gmjtüaiti0]|*  The  joy  was  h9wej«r  aluati 
I  attOo.becsmeeadmMStcd;.apd  tfaen^wnfc  inta 
no.vifittiainfi  GfflcpsaeiMu .  I  pftoi  ML  aski^ 
inthe^shid^  tim\ffoeu^o{  hei^n  phqriiig. on 
ny  dieek;  Ittid  my  drestba  were  then  ;aU  of 
soft  .irtd  jMifTdwMated  pleasnre)'  the^c^  M 
kmgn.awulkmog^  bot  t]|e  saFonrand  tha 
sense  remaining.  The  very  frame  and  ^ctL* 
cohnions  of  my  hody  were  Uke  a  new  pap«- 
sespifMi  Io  jpe;  I.was  agieeahly  su^prised  U> 
find  ay  liiabs  move  e^ily  and  without  pam^ 
aod  tkA  I  mm  mm  csogrgssfd.  in  pa  oonr 
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tempCible  proportion  the  attributes  of  a  human 
belog. 

Amoiig  the  persona  I  enconnterod  at  Har* 
roivgate  there  was  one  that  paiticularly  en* 
gaged  my  attemtion.  This  was  a  young  lady 
of  the  name  of  Margaret  Borradale.  She  was 
of  a  slight  figure,  bat  exquisitely  delioate  and 
beautiAil.  When  I  met  her^  she  was  about 
three-and-twenty  years  of  age»  I  was  already 
forty-two.  I  was  told  that  she  had  been  of  a 
fine  oomplexiony  in  which  the  rosea  and  the 
lilies  Tied  wilh  each  other.  But  the  roses  wefe 
now  all  fiided.  Her  skin  was  as  fiur  and  as 
smooth  as  marUe.  There  was  a  mebuicholy  in 
her  coontenance,  the  most  interesting  that  can 
be  imagined.  Her  eyes  had  entirely  lost  the 
light  of  yooth;  and  she  seemed  scarcely  to 
notioe  the  things  around  her. 

She  was  at  Harrowgate  accompanied  by  her 
parents.  She  went  into  society^  because  diey 
desired  it  $  bat  her  thoughts  were  not  in  the 
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places  wbere  ehe  was  corporeally  pretcnt.  Her 
ur  was  diaamflolate  and  neglectecL  She  apoke 
ocamofDäBj ;  she  sung ;  sbe  danoed.  The  me- 
lody  of  her  tones  was  inconcdvably  toochiiig; 
her  dancing  was  characterised  wiih  B  psdietic 
languor.  Thoae  who  had  been  acqnainted  with 
her  before^  described  her  as  the  ghost  only 
of  the  resplendent  bemg  they  had  fonn^ly 
known ;  but  the  ghost  preseuted  to  yoa^  thou^ 
in  a  funt  and  half-obliterated  ontUne,  the 
image  of  something  inexpressihly  engaging, 
Fancy  uoavoidably  went  on  to  fill  out  the  pic» 
tore ;  and  the  spectator  perhaps  admiied  it  the 
more^  becanse  it  was  hi  Mime  measnre  his  own 
creation^  melting  into  thm  air  when  the  en* 
thnsiastn  with  which  you  eontemphted  it  was 
tumed  away  and  gone.  She  was  a  being  not  of 
tlus  wcnrld ;  she  was  a  monumental  statne  per« 
sonating  the  thing  that  had  been ;  she  was  like 
those  creatores  we  read  of  in  the  fiury  tales^ 
toudied  by  the  wand  of  a  malignant  enchanter^ 
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eondenmtd  nerer  again  to  mix  in  the  realities 

» 

aflifej  bat  dtitt  fetaining  a  portion,  kowever 
iaoonipletei  dt  vitaKty  and  sense^  still  moum- 
ial  add  sadi'iind  destined  never  to  rise  ag^n 
into  interest  and  energy  and  hope. 

Her  stoiy  was  a  sieid  one.  She  had  been 
ctfossed  in  lore.  Her  father  häd  been  a  younger 
brother.  He  had  married  imprudently;  md 
be  had  brooght  np  his  daughter  in  great  re- 
Cirementy  and  In  a  way  little  calculated  to  stir 
ttp  in  her  ambitious  thoughts.  They  lived  on 
an  ino6me  of  a  few  hundreds  a  year.  Their 
reridenoe  was  among  villagers ;  and  the  first 
hints  of  youtlifnl  afiection  were  awakened  in 
her  boaom  towards  a  striplug  of  her  own  age, 
wfao  rerided  at  a  short  distance  firom  her  far 
ther's  dwdSng,  named  William.  He  was  the 
only  Boti  of '  his  mother.  He  had  been  some 
years  absent  tmdei^  the  care  of  an  unde ;  bat, 
lipon  Ihe  desdi  of  his  father^  a  simple  farmer, 
in  the  occupation  of  two  hundred  acres  of  land. 
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he  WM  recaUed  to  thß  p«roit4  xoqtg  tiuü  bi^ 
miglit  be the stay^  the cotDÜMter ^asaktaiil 
of  her  who  bore  bim.  He  «m  eii^ileei^  a 
bkMmiiiig  yoath,  with  active  linad^  diudc-bmimi 
cnriing  bair,  and»  heart^  the  lofteftaiidgeii» 
tlest  that  ever  dwelt  in  a  hvinaii  bosoni.  ilia 
unde  had  been  the  member  ^  a  otSkgi^  aod 
William  bad  gained  )(  bii|^f  jange  of  idaaa» 
and  much  inteUeclual  improvement,  wbile  he. 
li?ed  under  the  guidanoe  of  tbia  rebUiTe» 

Had  he  been  nninterraptedtjr  the  neigfaboiir 
of  Bfargaiet,  they  woold  neither  of  tham  per- 
hapa  haare  been  so  mach  atmck  with  the  other« 
Bot,  aa  it  waBj  their  feelinga  weie  tiioae  itf 
andent  ndgbbourhoodi  oombiMd  with  the  no^ 
Teltf  that  U  peculiar  to  love  at  fiisit  aif^t. 
They  bad  been  pb^cUowa;  and  thqr  fclt  the 
oonfidenoe  and  familiartty  which  tiiat  rebitioDy 
wben  connected  with  agreeaUe  qialitiea  and 
'  accordant  dispositions,  addom  fiiila  to  pro- 
dooe.  And  yet,  meeting^  im  tbey  now  did|  aAer 
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yeara  of  sqjMuratkm^  neitber  of  them  could  think 
ibe  other  the  aioae  belog  as  at  the  period  at 
whicb  they  parted«  Tbeir  fonner  familiarity 
had  been  tbat  of  cbUdren,  without  appreben« 
aion,  witbout  conaciouBness,  tbe  m^re  exube« 
raoce  of  youtbful  spirita^  void  of  all  feding  of 
sex,  except  as  tbe  party  more  robust  of  muacle 
and  limb  is  iaatinctiyely  delicate  in  bia  treat* 
ment  of  tbe  frailer  flower,  and  as  tbe  femal^ 
witb  an  obscure  and  undefined  anticipation  of 
tbe  Bcenes  of  after-life^  occasionally  practiaes  a 
few  coquettries,  or  imposes  a  task  on  ber  more 
atbletic  associate^  or  ridicules  bis  awkward* 
nesses,  or  laugbs  bim  out  of  some  fit  of  unsea- 
souable  gravity. 

But  now,  in  tbe  renewed  acquaintance  of 
tbe  two,  tbey  each  feit  tbat  tbey  were  entering 
upon  a  more  important  scene  of  existence. 
Tbey  did  not  suppose^  as  is  frequently  tbe  case 
in  tbe  buoyant  and  idler  bours  of  youtb,  tbat 
eacb  day  was  a  duration  by  itself^  cut  off  ürom 
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all  that  bad  preoeded  or  might  ibUoWy  aad  thal 

what  waa  dooe  in  each  auoceaaive  period  In^ 

▼olved  HO  cosaeqocDCea,  and  imparted  no  cdkmr 

flf  ita  oim  to  vhat  was  to  oome.    They  feh 

that  life  was  a  aerioua  affidr^  tbat  whalever 

Üuej  did  had  a  reaponaibifity  attached  to  it, 

and  might  mark  fbr  good  or  fbr  evil  the  cha- 

ncter  or  fortime  of  the  party  that  acted,  or 

the  party  that  was  the  object  of  what  waa  done« 

They  looked  into  it  therefore  with  a  keener 

eye  and  a  more  awakened  mind.    Their  appre« 

hension  was  alive.    Sometimea  they  Unahed  ] 

aometimes  their  speech  fidtered  and  waa  hrokeni 

and  aometimes^  eren  when  they  anuled,  or 

hmghed   outrigfat  with   unreatrained   gaiety, 

there  was  more  passed  on  one  aide  or  the 

other,  than  any  extemal  indications  gave  ex- 

pression  to. 

l^^lliam  and  Margaret  were  the  same  aa 
they  had  been  in  the  early  years  of  their  ac- 
quaintonce.    They  were  the  aame;  and  yet 
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how  dtfhrentl  The  conpaiiion  was  m  be- 
Urem  the  roaelrad^  and  the  flower  still  young; 
fresh  aad  untamished,  bot  arrayed  with  all  the 
l^oiy  that  natore  out  of  her  inexhausted  störe- 
hoQse  is  accttstomed  to  bestow.  It  was  in  tÜe 
manner  ol  the  metamorpboses  of  llie  ancient 
myüiciogf.  If  narrowly  examined,  you  de- 
teded  the  idenlity ;  the  elements  were  what 
tlMy  had  previously  been.  But,  oh,  how  re* 
splendent  was  the  form  which  now  presented 
itself !  There  was  the  same  sweetness  of  dis* 
pontion,  erer  accommodating,  officioos  and 
cmnplying^  the  same  frankness^  the  same 
generosity,  the  same  warmth  of  spirit  and 
congeniality  of  soul ;  but  how  expanded,  how 
assured,  how  fall  of  tender  heart  and  pr^nant 
meanbg! 

As  they  dwek  near  each  other^  they  en- 
eountered  every  day^  periiaps  several  tunes  in 
a  day.  '  Hie  mirestrained  intercourse  in  which 
they  lived,  had  howe?er  one  singolar  eflecl. 
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Thal  whicb  mi^t  be  done-at  aay  tint,  ^til) 
ifmained  nndone^  Tbvy  in  fact  acacedtjr  a4t 
yerted  to  tke  sitaatian  in  whicL  tk^  wqm 
rnntnally  plaoed»  Tbey  veie  Joit  »  thoiigwi^ 
fatboms  deq»  in  love»  befcffe.tlusy.laiew.tlMt 
tbey  loved^  '^I'bey  wen^  ]|8{yy  in  each  od»r't 
preseoce;  tbey  were  luieasy  and  i^tleaa  in 
abwnce«  Tbey  dw^lt  an  eacb  othev'a  nA^i 
tbey  repeated  each  other'a  wocds;  tbeir  d^eana 
bad  but  one  sabjeci;  the  priacipal  peraopn  ia 
tbgae  wild,  plota  wbicb  maise  tbe  atpfy  of  onr 
aleeping  hours,  was  still  tbe  same.  If  tbey 
read,  tbey  eadi  imagined  tbe  otber  to  be  at 
band,  and  did  not  so  muob  consider  bow  tbe 
reflbctiona  And  paintingii  of  tbe  antbor  affected 
tbemaebrea^  as  bow  tbey  wonld  be  reoeiTed  by 
tbe  otber.  Tbeir  union  of  bearts  was  like  a 
deep,  pellndd  stream,- wbicb,  flowing  o?er  an 
even  bed,  and  meeting  mtb  no  intemiptiony 
passed  on  unnoüced;  wbile  tbe  aame  stream,  if 
oppoaed,.  or  an  nneven  groond,  leaping  from 
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rock  to  rock,  woidd  dfaew  that  it  was  omni* 
potent, and  that no  poweren  eartfa  had Btrai^tb 
to  arr^t  ita  progreas.  They  talked  of  every 
thingootof  themidiv«fl;  tbe  beaudei  of  natu», 
thebeautiea^of  literatarp,  the  irr(|;ularitiea  of 
dimate,  the  chapgfidf  the  aeaaons,  the  flowers, 
the  iapopa,.the  anfanab, .  Tliey  wew  feioth  bota- 
liiota;  both  deligpkted' to  obeenre  ihe- varioua 
habita  and  ioatinctB  of  the  Animal  creation. 
Tbey  were  both'fond  of^mnaic.  Thej^aome- 
tunea  aang.  in  vancexty  and  at  other  times  odled 
ip.  the  aid  ef  tiie  instnunental,  to  give  variety 
and  copiousneaa  to  the  natoral  miiaic  of  the 
¥oiee.  WilUam  became  tlie  inatruotor  of  Mar- 
garet, a  Uttle  in  lai^i^^e,  more  m  soienoe  and 
QiatterB.of  literary  taste;  and  it  ia  well  known 
how  critical  tiie  rehtion  of  totor  and  pupil 
often  bepomes  between  persona  of  oppqsite 
pezesi  wfaen  both  sune  just  advaneed  on  the 
threshold  of  Ufie.  . 
It  i^  indeed  spedally  characteristic  of  the 
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pMUon  <tf  lofre,  tfaat  itbas  tbe  f aculty  of  ginng 
ft  perpetual  flow  to  the  interchange  ot  senti- 
ments  and  Teflections  in  converBation«    The 
patties  feel  no  reserve  with  each  ciher;  they 
are  eager  to  oommunicate  eveiy  tidng  that.  is 
new^;  HO  remark  seems  insignificant;  andeFery 
thing that ia  said  is  auretoeiqperieiice  aiarour- 
afale  reception.    They  leam  more  and  more  to 
think  aMkej  and  k  is  scaveely  in  human  natnre 
thaft  we  ahould  feel  wearineaa  or  disguat'  in 
bearin^  4mr  own  aentiments  articulated  by  the 
lipa  of  onr  oompanion^    Thia  h  a  genuine  and 
natmral  echo^  that  will  be  Usfened  to  for  erer. 
Between  lofera  tbe  mpdubiticmB  of  the  yoice 
aie  alwiqw  d^lightfiil  ja  tjhe  pne  whp  speaks  to 
the  ooe  urboifaeara ;  and  the.  expressive  varie- 
tkaof  the  conntenanoej  jp^e  {^aticnlations  of 
'Seiitinient»  of  gaieij^  of  teiidemesB,  of  dis- 
^probatk»H   of  light-heartedness  and  frolic 
fnirthj  afford.  endless  pcca^ons  pf  Observation 
aad  inteicst. 

g2 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


4 

In  this  manner  the  days  of  these  lovers^  for 
such  they  were^  glided  on  in  an  Elysian  tran- 
quillity,  tili  a  mere  accident  had  the  effect  of 
producing  a  striking  change  in  their  Situation. 
The  moiher  of  William  had  been  absent  for 
several  weeks,  on  a  visit  to  a  fiiend  who  dwelt 
at  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  milea. 
William^  as  I  have  already  said^  was  the  stay, 
the  comforter  and  assistant  of  her  who  höre 
him^  and  had  been  recalled  to  her  aide  by  the 
decease  of  his  father.  He  amply  supplied  to 
her  the  place  of  the  protector  she  had  lost.  He 
had  always  been  xemarked  for  his  duty  as  a 
child ;  and  now,  that  his  mother  had  no  other 
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domestic  friend,  he  had  grestly  incieased  in  hiB 
aaudüity  and  aflecCion  towards  her.  They  were 
an  the  worU  to  each  other^  with  no  omsider  - 
able  ezception^  mdeaa  tbe  embryd  and  imex- 
plained  pasakm  he  entertained^for  Mdofgasnt. 
He  time  was  oome  when  he  expected  hia  mo- 
ther  to  xetom;  the  day  of  her  arrival  was 
fixed ;  and  WilHam  was  to  proceed  aome  miki 
upon  die  road,  to  meet  her  and  escort  her 
home.  The  faour  of  meeting  drev  nigh ;  and 
the  yoath  had  abeady  gone  to  the  Stahle^  and 
waa  abont  tp  hamess  his  honse  to  the  simple 
vdüde,  in  wfaich  h6  was  accustomed  to  aceom« 
pany  his  mother  in  her  little  Tecreation85  when 
a  messenger  arrived  with  a  letter^  informing 
him  that  an  nnexpected  eircamstanee  had  oc- 
eone^  which  woold  oUige  her  to  defer  her 
retom  ftom  the-  Wednesday  to  äie  Satnrday 
foliowing. 

In  the  little  minäge  61  the  widow's  house,- 
the  absence  of  the  mistress  was  of  coune 
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stno^l^jr  feto;nhe  «ad  ber  fi«i  Kad  becai  aocns^ 
tomed  ta  «ii  down  wadi  no  other  oompaaiim 
to  tkiw>  maxpk  boflrd«  » He  ihad  feit  hin  late 
aolilory.ataW  «a  a  priTationi  fae  had  connted 
Qpon  th6  ireiutn  of-  bs8  motber  as.  iqp<ui'0iie  of 
the  bri^t.daya  in  Üb  calendar.^   Be  fand  Ukeu 
etam  to  hne  Ihe  htraae  ^  sinept.and  gumshcd'* 
in  the  way  thtt  iie  knewtwoiild  plein  hec  best. 
He  had  the  garden  pob  in  the  6xacte«t  oidcr, 
and  a  fear  mae«  oontaittiD|^ .  thoae  productions 
d  flom  whioh  anere  hcir  »i^ecial.&vouritea^ 
ranged  in  the  window*.  He  had  begnnito  aratch 
the  weathe^9  and  to  cooat  the  honra.   He  call-' 
ed'orer  tUe  litde  eaentaof  the  hooae  and  the 
homeatead»  arhich  he  waa  aaie  it  aroold  gratify 
her  to  hear,  and  eagerly  anticipaled.  the  pka<- 
anie  it  woold  gite  him  to  enconnter  ker  areB- 
known  and  niuch*Ioved  featurea^  and  to  light 
np  the  annle  of  matemal  approbation  in  her 
venerated  ooantenance.    It  tiierefore  Struck  a 
damp  npon  Um,  to  ha^e  thia  near  appioaching 
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muMLr  He  frU  tM  aaAe  m^jkty  «Um  ofUtf 
aieeci^ii  tnd  «ttedment  ]u4  teea  witei  vfi 
aad  bmaglit  iato  vnMoal  a0tbri^>  to  l^noait 
KDreiBed  with  HlfiTr  -iHitfli  pi  rt^iiiM»^*'*^ 

Hci  kpd  ao  app»cr  penaed  the^hOkt  of  Uii 
mutlier,  tbM  he«  -alMt  the  ataUfe^door.  *imiI 
to  tiie  boiMf  tD  «MMiiiBoe  die  atterBdami^e* 
oM&t  to  tbcic  ftwiilft  ckttifitltic^  ^n^i  sainiteKd 
iiitf>  tbe  fiefab.  Mediftiiiinint  he  tamed  .Ui 
itep«  to  a  knoHi  whidi  liail  lien  a  finraililte 
haOBl  of  fapBtelf.  ttf  Maqpnret.  :  Tk  joan^ 
peppoQ  wIh»  araM  iiie  object  d  Ua  sMMtpar- 
tialikjr»  bacw  the  waf  .ia  wliidi  hk  aainiiag 
«at  dertiaed  lo'  ^rjemfkfftd,  asid  ptafioied  tp 
henelf 'tfae  AlcanAe«  utiaiifw  andaliRiitf.  of  le« 
mavkiiig  the  ütde  fefetaitii  of  theltoeDe^  all  of 
wbich  ^»cae  m  ad  iriaay  nvay»  anodatcd  witb 
Ittr  WilHaia.  She  eiifacted  no  laternqvdoiij 
and  araft  faU^  diqidied  to  give  wqr  to  hgt  fad- 
ingB  aftcr  tlwt  mode,  ^rldofa.we  only  mifiay 
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wbcn  we  ima^e  omelvcs  seoure  ag^inst  the 
beingf  witncsBed  by  famman  ejre  or  ear.  Soliftade 
bi»  'Hs  speoial  pfcrogativea ;  and  we  lalk  to 
ouraetvea»  where  soUtnde  reigna,  in  a  franker, 
I  bad  abnost  $uid  a  tenderer  mtfle,  tban  we  in- 
dnlge  in  to  tbe  brother  of  omr  sonli  er  to  tbe 
niistreBS  of  our  mo«t  secret  affectkma. 
'  Aa  Maiffaret  feit  oertain  tbat  William  was 
at  a  diatanee^  ao  WilUam^  persuaded  that  at 
tbia  time  be  coold  not  be  expected  near  tbe  aiv 
cuatomed  brow,  bad  not  tbe  siebtest  antidpa-^ 
tion  of  meetiag  ber.  He  bad  been  poadering 
vpon  bia  motber.  He  bad  been  calKng  up  all 
tbe  little «  cireumatancea  and  tbonghta  with 
wbicb  be  bad  purposed  to  gratify  ber  at  meet- 
iqg.  IVom  tbenoe  bia  mind  bad  "vmndered  to 
tbe  recoUection  of  bia-  iahnt  daya,  and  eo  for- 
ward  even  to  tbe  bour  of  bia  preaent  review. 
So  fiur  aa  bia  motber  waa  concemed,  it  waa  all 
deligbtfid«  He  remembered  ber  annetiea,  tbe 
vigilaoce  .witb  wbicb  abe  bad  ever  provided  for 
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his.wdfin«  mioHifioH^  hmr  etie  bad  niMMrth«! 
Cor  Um^tlie  piflowoC  räknets,  Ae  teaors  tote 
hftd  lilicd  ofvar  Ins  ditappoiBlmails^  tlie  fti;»«M 
sBuks  wUdi  liad  iUanlMd'faer  oouflCenUM^ 
wiMm  aikt  mnw  him  jenteiii^  vithiall  r^Ah  iiito 
sadi  i^Mflim»  w.die  pwfidcd^  or  ae  o^cüfred' 
m  the  aim^  sekeme  of  Ibeir  Mlb.  Hk  hettrt 
wiftteatisdy  opsiu  His  thoughlB  were  tmdad 
€HBL  with  tliatranpie  anaour  of  wMeh  we«re 
ahMNit  iMverdifatcdia.aayof  tbeiatercoQrsai 
of  flociety.'  His  .boaom  wm  kdd  bare^  aiid 
ieenwdto  camt  tbe  gentle^  yet  enliveDing  and 
haütb*giviDg  bteeze,  vnih  which  the  year  in 
itamost  gemal  noaeiits  nnto  «lie  breast  of 
mortala. 

He  had  proceeded  for  some  time  wiäi  hts 
arms  fiddad^  or  witb  hia  left  band  on  bis  cfain^ 
in  thafc  attitude  into  wbiefa  we  inadvertently 
bH,  wben  we  are  in  Ae  act  of  recoDecting 
aomctbing  widch  had  afanost  eacaped  na.  Anon 
be  aptead  Ua  banda  abroad  in  the  iubtess  of  bis 
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euotlanw  üiBSkep  .in»  inqgnin)  mÜ  smaiä 
ccomämuiüy  gvew  nfiA^-m  if  lie  tcod  o»  lir. 
He  stopped'  agttii».  t .  Hifl^^cjm;  woold:tlieD».be 
caat  upwasds,  wtth  tiie  ikiad  iof  deMtknt  we 
fed,  ivitliout  bcfing*  m«»  of  it,  oo.tfad  femem- 
bfanoe  of  that  lor  ^idudi.wet  iiiigiit.wdl'  be 
Umkfial'  to  the  myttesiona  power,  widck 
^eweth  for  tlB'^  in  thügs,  m  wkkik  we  aie 
least  able  to  care  for  oofadarts.  His.  dieaks 
glowed  witfa  (deasint.  iHk.eyee.  were^  moist 
inth  that  soft  aoffusk»  wUch  oomeacver 
mertals»  wfaen  moet  impreaged  irith  ^tlie  joyi 
of  afcetioiiate  aeBtuBent*  Mazgaret  perotwed 
Um;  lier  fint  eoMytioa  was  that  of  aiiip]aae.at 
Beeing  him  there,  which  was  moceeded  by  an 
impabe  to.  obaenre  hioii  that  made  her  for 
Bome  iune  caiefol  ndtber  by  sound  nor  ges- 
tore  to  break  in  opon  the  cunent  of  hia 
thoughta.  She  waa  very  near  hha,  still  with« 
out  being  remarked. 
Snddenly,  by  the  mere  effioct  of  accident»  he 


vni.  WWmOgt  Ul 

ThininB ä'itile btlwacn tlMBi.  Vl^tboM^ 

hm^g1il^MagßviSd.ht  o'tqwMb"  (IMatlSltal 
obrtitle»  and  iä  «a  nirtinBut  ^pm  :by'  fasr  iitfs« 
HEs  aoul  1VB8  alxctdjr  faflotemiaeA  tp  ^9f!ffry 
iMag  Aafe  nvs  taHbr^  «ad  franko  and  ingfwi* 
OQs.  TUi  mm  an  inataiit  in  whidb  all  iieaenre 
waa  out  et  tlM  ^Mation»  He  ooald  nat  liat 
^eak  idl  he  Cdfc.  He  had  ft  vindorr  in  Ua  bo- 
•om,  leaa  for  die  nae  oi  Üie  byatander  than  for 
bis  own,  kl  which  he  ooidd  read  all  aecret 
tidnga^  thougfata  which  eren  to  hia  own.8pirit 
had  been  hithecto  nnlmoim«  It  ia  ot  the'nafeore 
of  the  hoauii  mlDd^  that  one  emotian  flows 
faito  another  of  a  aimilar  qiecieB ;  and  amall  ia 
the  nterfal  betaieeu  the  love  of  a  aon  for  hia 
anaciiek^  and  the  lore  of  a  awain  for  the  mis** 
treaa  of  hia  aflbeliaoa.  Hia  aool  waa  worked 
ap  to  the  higheat  jj^tch  by  the  nmainga  that 
had  ooei^ied  loa  mind;  the  apixit  of  Margaret 
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had  been  elftted,  as  tlie  Hood  mutely  oontam- 
pladiig  the  emotioiM  and  ihe  lovelinesB  of  her 
friend.  The  aentiiiients  of  A&one  flowed  intor 
the diannel  and  awelled  the  atream  of  the-scn^ 
timenta  of  the  oCbtf.  It  was  läe  the^meeting 
of  riters^ the marrii^  of  theThamea aod the 
Medway,  aa  coanmemorated  by  the  poet, 

Whose  blended  waten  are  no  more  disting^ished» 
.  B«t  ToU  anto  the  sea.one  oomnon  flood. 

•  *       ■  ■ 

My  Maif^ret !  exclaimed  William^  are  you 
here?  Oh,  what  can  make  me  bappier  than 
this  encounter  ?  I  did  not  know  before^  how 
much  I  loved  you. — ^Yes,  loved  you ! 

Dever  thtn  eycsiglit«  spaoe  and  Uberty» 
Beyond  what  can  be  valued  rieh  or  rare. 

Till  now^  I  knew  only  the  pleasure  I  enjoyed 
when  we  were  together.  I  attended  only  to 
what  you  aaid,  the  sweetness  of  your  tones^  the 
inei&ble  beanty  of  your  looks.  But  now  I 
thmk  of  you^  of  the  spring  from  wluch  these 
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tnaanideiit  exoellencles  arise.  I  tUiik  cf  you 
w  Ihat  widunit  whieh  I  caimot  live.  I  vnut 
hate  ytm  pcrpetMdly  near  me^  fMnJHar  as  «he 
air  I  teeaAe,  indflfeasible  as  the  ^tal  besi 
wUefa  ^fves  me  existenoe^  and  is  my  eüstie&oe« 
The  glancea  et  your  eye^  the  aantea  of  your 
counteiiaiieey  the  tones  of  your  roice,  coii0ti-> 
tote  my  noarUhment;  all  eise  is  vegetatioo ; 
bat  this  is  happiscM.  Thb  only  giyes  me 
power  to  think^  to  act^  and  to  enjoy.  I  cannot 
bear  to  be  without  your  presence ;  or,  wben- 
ever  I  am  so,  the  time  must  be  short ;  only  as 
kH^  as  the  frame  of  mind  you  have  given  me 
CID  contiirae  unimpaired.  Ton  must  be  every 
thing  to  me;  I  must  be  the  «ring  you  lore 
best.  Tiil  DOW  I  never  made  love  to  you.  I 
thooght  oflly  of  you  as  the  most  inestimable  of 
friends.  I  was  restrained  by  ideas  of  decorum. 
I  was  afiraid  lest,  if  I  overstepped  a  certaan 
bound^  your  delicacy  might  take  the  alarm. 
But  now  I  can  be  silent  no  loi^r.    I  under-* 
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gtftnd  my  own  sentimeiitB ;  the  veil  diat  hid 
me  from  my  obflervation  is  removed.— Tou 
mu8t  not  be  offmded  witli  me ;  you  will  not 
be  oflfended;  for,  if  I  cootinued  silent,  I 
flboulddie. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


It  was  not  long  alter  this  that  a  circumstanc^ 

occurred^  in  which  William  had  the  good  for- 

tone  of  apparently  saving  tlie  life  of  Margaret. 

She  had  been  engaged  in  a  casual  visit  to  a " 

young  female  of  ber  own  age^  who  lived  litüe 

more  thah  a  mile  firom  the  abode  of  her  pa- 

rents.  On  her  retum  the  girl  had  accompanied 

her  pari  oF  fhe  way  home.    Soon  after  they 

aeparated^  Margaret  had  occasion  tö  enter  and 

pa8s  throngh  a  field  into  which  thirty  or  forty 

Qzen  had  been  tumed  to  graze.    ünfortunately 

ehe  had  a  little  dog  with  her^  that  was  the  or- 

dinary  companion  of  her  perambulations.    The 

animala  that  fed  in  the  fidd  are  not  iiideed  so 
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formidaUe  and  ferocious  as  bolls ;  Imt^  like 
bullsy  they  feel  the  efibct  of  the  season  of  the 
year^  and  at  certain  periods  are  more  game» 
soQie  and  iingovernable  than  is  their  ordinary 
wont.    Margaret  had  not  been  witbout  advert- 
ing  to  the  hazard  which  might  attend  her  pasa- 
ing  through  this  field.    She  caught  up  the  dog 
in  her  anns^  which  was  indeed  no  other  than  a 
lap-dog,  and  with  this  precaution  conclnded 
that  she  should  prooeed  wiüiout  accident.  Bm 
the  dog  feit  something  of  the  same  aort  of  sti* 
mulos  to  which  the  cattle  were  subject.   There 
is  a  sympathy  in  these  creaturea^  by  which 
they  understand  each  other's  minda  in  a  way 
that  we  cannot  explain.   The  dog  became  reat* 
lessj  and  with  a  sudden  i^ring  eacaped  firom 
bis  mistreas's  arma^  and  was  in  the  midat  of 
bis  enemiea  in  a  moment.    With  hia  yelping 
and  barking^  and  flying  in  this  direction  and  ' 
that>  he  compelled  their  attention  and  annoyed 
them.  The  tables  tben  speedily  became  tumed. 
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The  aggrcBsor  was  filled  with  tenror ;  and  the 
pomied  wae  now  tbe  ponuen.  The  cattloj 
eaDOlcd  fint  bj  4he  irritaftion  and  iiii|iertiiieiioe 
of .  their  sMaihnt,  and  nezt  atimulated  by  lo- 
cieljr  and  imitatkm  and  the  common  impalae 
whidi  perraded  the  whole  herd^  enteied  into  a 
confedefate  ratty  againsl  the  foe.  As  the  cause 
that  oEMnred  tbem  had  more  in  itof  distarbaoce 
than  tenor,  tbey  played  a  thouaand  anticsy  and 
nuBped  abottt  the  field^  still  however  from  mo» 
mettt  tD  mament  forming  a  doser  Une  of  ad- 


It  happened  that  the  field  was  cü 
00  one  aide  by  the  coune  of  the  river  Serero» 
and-  tliat  its  veige  in  that  quartet  was  -a  diff 
drseending  tomurda  the  water^  and  of  surfiau» 
almoet  perpeodicular«  The  catde  were  en  the 
other  aide  of  the  field.  The  dog,  when  he  fomid 
that  be  had  roosed  a  wbde  hoat  of  enemies,  tan 
to  liia  mistveaB  Cor  protection»  The  animnbi 
pnnoed.   Margaret  immediately  became  aware 
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of  bier  danger.  What  wotld  be  the  issue  slie 
knew  aot.'  The  oxen  coiitiiiiied  to  dträct  thek 
attention  and  Vengeanee  againM  tUe  do j;.  Wh»- 
ther  they  v^^mäA  ultimately  come  to  v^ard  her 
and  the  dog  aa  leagmd  in  acomnuns  canae^  aaii 
alike  meritiBg  theiir  hostOity»  traa  uncettain. 
Their  h&m^,  if  they  aonght  to  ^^reak  tlittr  in«- 
jury  on  her^  were  weapona  not  tö  be  «et  light 
by^  The  least  evil  that  oould  hap^en  iraa  that 
fihe  wonld  be  Üirown  down^  and'  trampled  on 
aaccesBively  by  the  feet  of  the  whole  hccd. 
But  she  had  no  tune  for  leflection;  ehe  le* 
trelted  aa  tbey  adTäoeed ;  ihey  preaaed  upon 
her  cloaer  and  eloser ;  they  droVe  her  to  the 
edge  of  ike  preclpice;  the  groond  gave  way 
ander  her  feet ;  and  ahe  fdl  firom  a  hdgfat  of 
aixty  or  aefenty  fieet. 

William  nhm  in  a  boat  on  the  rifer^  at  no 
great  diatance  firom  the  ahore,  for  the  pmpoac 
of  fiahing.  He  aav  the  aeene  that  waa  going 
on,  tbough  very  imperfectiy.     He  aaw  the 
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catd^rin  tbe  field  in  an  eztraordinary  State  of 
eommotion  »ad  mlenoe.  He  mar  the«  figtue  of 
&  fenMile  who  aeemed  aa  it  were  in  the  midat  of 
tbe  .iMsvd  ^  diere  vaa  an  indefinabk  aometlmig 
in  h^  appearance,  which  si^gested  to  him  tlie 
Idea  of  lua  Margai«t*  What  it  oooid  be  tbat 
introduced  aocli  a  ttiought  into  hia  nnnd,  it  ia 
fiffi^t  to.conceive«  The  wbole  was  so fore- 
ahortaoed  and  ccftitncted  by  diatance,  that  the 
cafttfe  Wfn  noucety  Ugger  than  kittena  new 
yeaiififlf  and  the  rooka  and  crowa,  that  aeemed 
to  be  diaturbed  by  the  acene^  and  were  taldng 
their  fligbt  over  the  tirer^  ahewed  like  ao  many 
inaecta.  Bot  the  troth  of  the  auggeation  that 
tbua  aroae  in  hia  mind,  was  not  fequired  to 
rouae  Um  to  exertion,  and  to  advance  towarda 
the  apot.  He  oould  acaredy  donbt  that  what 
he  aaw'wag  ayonng  female  in  imminent  diatreaa 
aadperU. 

In  a moment he foroed hia  boat on  thebeach, 
and  lei^ed  aahoie.    Swifter  than  thought  he 
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began  to  dimb  the  opposed  ascent.  Accas- 
tomed  to  scenes  of  rural  exertion,  hia  limbs 
had  an  almoBt  unparalleled  nimbleness  and  agi» 
lity.  He  was  ready  to  accomplish  what  the  poet 
apeaks  of^  and  ^^run  up  a  hill  perpendicular.'* 
He  had  cUmbed  but  a  small  part  of  the  ascent, 
and  was  endeavonring,  by  means  of  catching  at 
a  stimted  and  gnarled  shrub  that  had  Struck  its 
roots  into  a  fissure  of  the  rock,  to  give  himself 
breath  and  strength  for  a  fiirther  start^  when 
he  saw  the  unhappy  girl  tumbling  with  fright- 
fül  velocity  over  the  precipice,  and  threatening 
to  fall  almost  upon  his  head. 

It  is  one  of  the  marvellous  properties  of  the 
haman  mind,  that^  while  on  ordinary  occa* 
sions  the  march  of  our  ideas  seems  to  go  on 
at  a  certain  steady  and  prescribed  pace^  we  are 
no  sooner  phiced  in  a  Situation  of  peculiar  and 
unprecedented  excitement^  than  our  souls,  so 
to  «peak,  break  away  at  once  from  the  rouüne 
to  which  they  are  accustomed^  and  think  a  mil- 
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lion  of  thoughts  in  a  momeot^  not  in  a  wikl^ 
incoherent  and  horried  train,  but  with  all  their 
incidents  and  reasonings«  The  rery  inebriation, 
as  it  were^  of  cor  spirits^  steadies  and  sobefs 
OS.  The  man  who  wonld  escape  firom  a  honae 
on  fire^  bnrsts  through  bars  and  bolts  which  on 
any  other  occasion  he  woiüd  haye  judged  proof 
againfit  ten  times  bis  power^  and,  like  Samaon 
in  the  Bible,  ropes  twisted  a  hundred  fold,  are 
in  bis  bands  '^as  flax  that  bad  been  bumed." 
His  wbole  energy  and  resolve  becomes  as  one 
concentrated  effort;  and  be'possesBea  at  once 
the  Penetration  of  a  sage,  and  the  stiength  of  a 
giant. 

The  fenude,  as  sbe  feil  from  the  smnmit  of 
the  rock,  would  have  descended  directly  on  the 
head  of  William ;  bat  he  steadied  his  body,  by 
the  hold,  as  was  already  said,  of  the  shrub 
which  was  rooted  on  its  surface,  and  fixed  his 
eye  with  intent  gaze  on  the  fiilling  figure.  As 
it  approached,  he  swayed  himself  bead  and 
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Shoulders  to  onef  side,  and  then,  stretching  out 
tke  hand  that  %ras  free  oa.the  other,  snooeeded 
in  catching  hoM  of  4Bome  of  the  girVs  gannenU. 
This  action  arrested  the  progress  of  her  fall 
for  an  instant;  but  in  the  nezt  the  momentum 
and  impulse  whidi  was  thus  given  to  the  young 
man,  proved  too  strong  for  the'slender  Support 
the  shrub  äfforded,  and  William  and  Mttgaret 
irere  burried  togethier  down  to  the  päth  bdow» 
What  remained  however  of  the  desoent  was 
comparatively  small;  the  frigfatfol  yelocity  witk 
which  Margaret. had  been^fidling  was  efiectu- 
ally  checked,  and  tbe  force  with  whidi  she 
would  otherwise  have  reached  the  plain^  was  no 
longer  &tal* '  She  received  some  bniiaes  in  the 
fall,  but  they  were  inconsiderable«  By  some 
mischance  which  it  is  in^iossiUe  accurately  to 
explaitt,  William  was  found  to  have  dislocaied 
bis  Shoulder.  Several  workmen  were  iiear  the 
q>ot  below,  where  the  acrident  tenninated;  and 
the  female  and  her  deliverer  were  speedHy  con- 
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Tqred  to  a  place  of  safety»    After  the  rednc- 
tkm  of  the  dialocated  limb^  William  wore  his 
anafcHT.  Bometimeinaslixig;  apd  the seoiibi- 
litin  of  both  parties  toworda  each  otber  expe« 
zieaced  acoiunderaUe  addition  fcom  the  adyen-^ 
tage  of  that^day..  Margaret  feit  thaft  she  was 
indebted.lor  her  lifo  to  the  gallantry^  the  dia« 
dstioD*  aad  fimmetB  which  WiUiam  had  put 
facih  at  the  iBonienti  the  acarf  that  he  wcnre 
nas  to  her  apfBraoaneot  memorial  and  an  af«* 
fectmg  tnphy  of  hia  esphnt.    That  they  had 
tfaos  been  united  on  an  occasion  of  so  extra- 
ordinary  peril,  mutually  endeared  them  to  each 
other.    The  scene  occurred  to  them  again  and 
agun  on  both  aides  in  their  dreama.    The  de- 
liverer  and  the  delivered  fondly  dwelt  on  each 
other's  excellencies  and  virtuea  in  their  waking 
oontemplationB:  they  were  all  the  world  to  each 
other.  To  two  persona  who  had  pasaed  through 
ao  terrible  a  trial  together^  the  idea  of  their  ever 
hereafter  being  separated  and  becoming  indiffe- 
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rent  to  euch  other^  was  little  less  than  blas« 
phemy.  The  pulses  of  thdr  hearts  beat  in 
entire  harmony;  they  were  like  tbe  twina  I 
have  somewhere  read  of,  who  on  whatever 
kingdom  or  ahore  of  the  earth  they  were  caat, 
however  separated  by  mountains,  deaerts^  and 
tracts  of  the  unbounded  sea,  feit  each  otfaer'a 
aenaationa,  were  aubjected  to  the  aaoie  infinni- 
tiea,  sickened  with  the  aame  diaeaae,  and  at  one 
indiviaible  instant  expired^  the  apirit  which  ani* 
mated  them  retuming  at  once  to  its  place. 
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CHAPTEB  X, 


I  BAVS  mbaidjr  mentioiied  tlnt  tfae  fadKruf 
liäi^srek,  tiioiigli  firiii^  st  pment  id  ^htt  aMMt 
imaAMted  nml  «iii^irity,  stfll  lelMunl  iht 
notkni  tfattt  lie  bdooged  to  amitlM  i  dsM, 
wasof  a  higlier  order  <if  bemgs,  thao  llie 
^orioos  ndgfaboorhood  bjr  wUch  he  was  mr* 
romided.  Siiioe  he  had  been  diMavded  bjr  his 
more  opulent  rebthes,  he  had  indeed  «oaght 
to  make  a  Tiitiie  of  liccicaMly,  aod  had  picicad* 
ed,  evcn  periiapa  to  his  onau  heart,  to  ^leoni 
ddigfats,  and  live  hdiorioiM  da^a,"  to  he  fidlr 
KooncOed  to  liia  loC,  and  to  diiak  of  hinieelf 
ao  beCter  than  die  Tilfaige  hinds  m  the  niidft 
of  wliom  he  dwdt.    Bot  the  ipaik  of  ambi- 

VOL.  I.  fl 
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tion,  though  smothered  in  him,  was  not  ex- 
tinct ;  favoorable  drcumstances  might  yet  feii 
it  into  a  flame« 

Such  circumstances  occurred.  Lord  Borra- 
dale^  the  head  of  his  house,  had  heard  of  the 
beauty  of  Mai^aret.  He  resided  at  a  distance 
in  the  North  of  England ;  and,  when  his  kins- 
man,  the  ftther  of  Margaret,  had  been  dis* 
carded  by  his  family,  pride,  or  shame,  or  aome 
similar  feeling,  had  impeUed  him  to  retire  into 
the  West.  Liord  Borradale  was  a  man  of  the 
most  cultivated  taste ;  but  of  a  singularly  oold 
and  unimpassioned  heart.  In  early  life  he  had 
been  a  great  traveller;  he  had  visited  France 
and  Italy,  and  had  even  passed  into  Greece  and 
the  Eiast  in  search  of  the  remains  of  andent 
architectare  and  art.  He  had  been  carefiil  to 
take  with  him  draughtsmen  and  designers, 
who  shonld  enable  him  to  bring  away  an  ezact 
representation  of  the  most  ^ppro?ed  modeb. 
He  shippedoff  for  his  natire  seat  a  la^ge  col- 
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kctioii  dt  fragmentSy  liciwcvn  isofttkctj  df 
stakneB^  Ümt  were  »nppogcd  to  be  the  woricft  d 
PhiiCaa  and  PraxiteleB. 

When  ai  length  he  ceased  firan  Us  wander* 
inggy  and  naolired  henoeforih  to  take  up  liia 
prindpal  feaideiioe  oa  the  landa  ot  Im  ancea« 
tofSy  the  int  thiag  upon  whkh  he  resolired 
was  to  nuM  to  the  groitnd  the  mannoti  whieh 
had  been  hoilt  by  ihem  in  the  reign  of  Henty 
the  Third^  and  which  from  age  to  age  tbey  had 
^onaly  preaerred  and  beantified.  He  then  aet 
himadf  to  fix  on  a  apot  aboot  half  a  mik  ve- 
moved  from  the  site  of  the  old  houae^  that 
appeared  to  him  bekfter  to  ecwre^ond  with  the 
aaggeationa  of  ItaUan  taatt.  He  atudied  inde« 
iat^ably  the  drifaieadoaa  and  ndea  of  Vitnivhu 
and  iUladio«  And,  when  at  lengtii  he  had 
built  himself  a  hooae  to  hia  mmd,  he  begaa  to 
adom  it  wUh  aooh  inrnitiue,  aMnea  and  pic- 
taiea^  aa  he  Aooght  woold  redound  moat  to 
Ihe  CMfit  of  hb  taate.    In  paKttealar  be  had 

h2 
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constructed  a  spacious  gallery,  which  by  its 
sinuositieB  might  conduct  the  wandering  spec- 
tator  to  the  inspection  of  still  new  and  inex- 
haustible  beauties. 

Lord  Boiradale  had  one  son,  an  only  child. 
His  lordship  knew  that  he  should  not  himself 
live  for  ever ;  and  therefore  he  directed  some 
of  bis  principal  anxieties  to  tbis  son.  If  be 
died  without  issue,  the  estate  would  fall  into 
the  bandfi  of  a  distant  branch ;  and  they  might 
pay  no  respect  to  the  improvements  he  had 
achievedy  and  the  wondera  he  had  coUected. 
From  bis  son,  bred  ünder  bis  eye,  he  expected 
a  better  taste,  and  hoped  for  a  more  filial 
regard.  And  he  was  anxious  in  fature  genera- 
tions  still  to  band  down  the  monuments,  which 
owed  their  existence  or  their  locality  to  bis 
exertions. 

While  be  was  thus  employed,  and  such  were 
the  subjects  of  his  contemplations,  it  happened 
by  some  accident  that  a  miniature  of  Maigaret 
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lell  into  his  hands.  He  regarded  it  as  of 
exquisite  beauty ;  tbe  features  appeared  to  him 
to  be  moulded  upon  the  purest  Ghrecian  esuan- 
ples.  The  thought  strack  bim  tbat  nothuig 
was  wanting  to  complete  bis  columns  and  por- 
ticoes,  and  tbe  succession  and  variety  of  bis 
statues,  bnt  tbe  placing  tbe  person  from  wbom 
this  miniature  was  drawn  at  tbe  bead  of  his 
drcle.  He  therefore  delayed  not  a  moment  to 
open  a  n^otiation  with  her  fatfaer.  He  com- 
missioned  an  artist  of  high  character  to  prO'* 
ceed  to  the  neighbourbood  of  her  residence, 
to  fnmish  bim  with  a  whole-lengtb  portrait  of 
the  maiden  with  wbose  features  be  had  been  so 
powerfolly  Struck.  And,  presently  foUowing 
m  person,  he  brought  about  an  interview  with 
her  father,  to  wbom  be  communicated  tbe 
project  he  had  conceived.  This  poor,  but 
rootedly  ambitious  man,  was  but  too  easily 
seduced  to  listen  to  tbe  proposition.  Tbe  idea 
of  being  placed  at  his  ease  in  point  of  ex- 
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penditore^  of  bdng  associated  with  peraooB  of 
rank,  and  seeing  liis  daughter  united  to  the 
heir  of  the  eider  branch  of  hia  hoose,  had 
charms  in  bis  eyes  Trfaich  he  feit  himself 
unable  to  realst.  Hia  wife,  a  wonuui  of  good 
diapositiona,  but  who  had  never  been  accua- 
tomed  to  contradict  the  will  of  her  huafaand, 
was  with  little  difiEicuIty  prevaQed  upon  to 
enter  into  his  views :  and  a  consnltation  was 
speedily  lield,  how  moat  effectnally  to  put  an 
end  to  what  they  were  now  willing  to  caQ  the 
unworthy  amour  in  which  their  daughter  had 
been  engaged. 

The  plan  fixed  on  for  this  purpoae  was  to 
loae  no  time  to  accomplish  the  remoral  of 
Margaret  a/id  her  family  from  the  weatem 
province,  where  she  had  been  bom,  and  had 
spent  her  earlier  yeara  to  the  preaent  moment, 
to  a  cottage  which  was  tendered  to  their  ac- 
cq>tance  upon  the  eatate  of  lord  Borradale. 
The  motive  for  thia  removal  waa  for  some  time 
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kept  a  fleeret.    Maq^aret  regretted  ti^  distanoe 

whidi  wonld  thus  be  interposed  between  her 

and  the  poleatar  of  her  affiecticms  ;  bot  ahe 

was  totally  unsuspicioos  of  the  deeign  which 

prompted  this  revolution.     The  lorera  bade 

each  other  adieu  with  a  mournful  feeling;  a 

sad  aotidpaticm  beset  them^  aa  the  carriage 

approached  which  was  to  conirey  Mai^jaret  to 

a  dbtant  homie.    Scareely  a  day  had  paasedfor 

the  preoeding  twelve  months  without  some 

penonal  conununication ;  now  it  was  uncertain 

when  they  should  meet  again.    They  promised 

each  other  however  a  perpetual  commerce  of 

letters ;  they  promised  that  at  a  certain  hour 

of  every  day  they  would  not  hSl,  however 

dtrcumstanced,  to  retire  that  they  mi^t  think 

of  each  other*    The  consolation  on  both  sides 

would  be  inexpressibly  great^  that  was  a£brded 

by  the  consciousness^  ^'Now  my  William — 

now  my  Margaret  is  employed  in  the  contem* 

plation  of  our  mutual  loves :   we  cannot  sce 
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each  other's  features,  we  cannot  hear  each 
other's  voice  with  the  gross  organs  of  sense ; 
but  WC  can  with  the  organs  of  the  mind.  He 
speaks^  I  answer ;  he  replies^  I  rejoin :  shall 
not  this  mitigate  to  us  the  sorrows  of  ab- 
sence  ? " 

They  mutually  vowed  to  each  other^  that 
their  Separation  should  not  endure :  the  fol- 
lowing  spring  should  put  an  end  to  it,  and 
unite  them  for  ever.  The  father  saw  with 
astonishment  and  alann  the  strength  of  their 
attachment.  He  had  not  the  courage,  he  did 
not  think  it  the  wisest  way,  to  oppose  the  tide 
of  affection  in  its  fuU  career.  He  judged  that 
new  scenes  and  new  connections  would  do  the 
business  more  effectually.  Amidst  the  spien- 
dours  of  Borradale- Castle  Margaret  would 
speedily  forget  the  low*  and  inglorious  plea- 
sures  she  had  once  prized  on  the  banks  of  the 
Sevem.  It  could  not  be,  that  the  noble  blood 
that  flowed  in  her  veins  should  not,  in  the 
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&Fourable  position  in  which  she  was  aboat.to 
be  placed^  assert  its  origia.  .  All^  tbe  old  man 
assmed  himself,  would  go  well;  and  tbe 
trinmph  he  aspired  to  would  only  be  the  better 
secnred^  by  bis  purfiuing  it .  in  cautioo  and 
idleDce.  His  piaise  would  be  like  tbat  of 
Fabius  in  the  Roman  story,  who  by  deferring 
the  contest  and  avoiding  a  battle^  acoompliahed 
tbe  overthrow  of  Hannibal. 

They  accordingly  prooeeded  on  their  jour- 
ney,  and  finally  reached  in  safety  the  coiiage 
mmit  that  was  provided  for  them.  They  had 
scarcely  nupacked  their .  moyeabks,  and  ad* 
mired  the  el^ant  acconunodations  of  tbe  re» 
sidence  which .  had  been  prepared.  for  them» 
when  lord  Borradale  and  hid  son  appeared».  to 
welcome  their  arrival^  and  to  condnet  them  on 
a  yisit  to  the  seat  of  their  anceators.  Maqpret 
could  not  but  admire  to  a  certain  dq^ree  the 
magnificence  of  what  she  saw.  It  was  all  in 
a  manner  new  to  her ;  and  mach  of  it  had  an 

h5 
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elegattoe,  a  baanty  and  a  taste,  that  fbrdbljr 
appealed  to  tiie  soundiiest  and  pnritjr  of  her 
power  of  peraeptioa. 

Bnt  mich  was  by  no  meana  the  case  with  the 
youth  wbo  oflered  himsdf  to  her  approbatkm. 
He  was  ooKCombical^  empty  and  conceitod. 
He  had  in  a  oertain  d^gree  die  f aculty  to  kam 
and  to  iinitatri>  But  he  had  not  the  soll  of  the 
mind;  all  that  he  leamedlaylihemanurenpon 
a  hiiogiy  and  impenetrable  anrface.  It  never 
mixed  with  the  Stratum  beneaih,  and  only 
deformed  what  under  kindiier  circumataneea  it 
might  haTe  enriched,  and  have  lendered  both 
ornamental  and  asefuL  He  was  incapable  of 
sympathy  and  generous  feeling.  He  was  not 
indeed  ill^^natared }  bot  he  was  pedantic^  and 
formal,  and  thoo^t  only  of  himself«  He 
would  bare  appeared  to  more  adrantage,  if  he 
had  takea  less  pains.  If  he  had  given  natore 
her  way,  he  would  at  leaat  not  hare  been 
Bttt  he  was  perpetuaUy  studying 


kow  he  flhoiiU  pteaent  himtdi^  and  how  to 
Biake  the  moit  Bd¥aBtageo!ia.iixipieBtion.  With 
all  tfais  he  was  very  alenderly  endowed  with 
the  gtfta  of  the  iniDd.  Bat  hia  phraaea  were 
atodied;  hia  geatnrea  füll  of  aifcctatioa;  he 
eooU  not  laugh  or  amile  bat  by  nile.  He  was 
eaaentially  a  doli  peraon»  He  oould  never 
leam  the  thinga  hia  fiither  deaired  to  have  hin» 
kam ;  he  waa  ineapidile  of  any  thing  liberal 
or  noble ;  bat  he  waa  apt  and  adrolt  in  imita* 
tiqg  the  weakneaaea  and  iblliea  of  thoae  among 
whora  he  fired.  Hie  figure  he  preaented  there- 
fine  waa  all  in  ahadow ;  there  were  no  striking 
li(^ta  that  fdl  upon  it ;  noihi&g  waa  firm  or 
great;  it  waa  aU  obacoie^  miaty  and  opake. 
Yet  he  never  uitended  any  härm ;  he  was  in* 
ci^dile  of  malignity.  Hia  ooly  fault  was  that 
of  an  esaberant  aelf-sufficiency«  He  waa  in- 
aipid,  bat  pert.  At  the  aame  time  he  was 
unboondedly  pliant  to  whatever  bis  father 
to  bim.    Lord  Borradale  told  him 
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that  it  waB  proper  arid  Buitable  that  he  shonld 
marrjr  bis  cousin ;  and  he  was  prepared  to  go 
through  the  forms,  and  make  her  bis  bride« 

It  may  easily  be  concelved  what  a  contrast  he 
presented  in  the  eyes  of  Mai^aret  to  the  youtb 
she  had  left  in  the  West.  William  was  all 
fire  and  soul.  Every  thing  he  said  was  preg- 
nant  with  sense^  and  still  more  abonnded  with 
feeling.  He  was  impetnous;  and  he  was 
natural.  He  never  considered  twice  of  ^at 
he  should  say,  or  what  he  should  do«  His  first 
thonghts  were  füll  of  understanding,  and  still 
more  of  grace.  Margaret  and  he  understood 
eaeh  other  intuitively,  and  almost  without  the 
aid  of  words.  The  heir  apparent  of  the  barony 
of  Borradale  for  ever  pumped  up  his  thonghts, 
turned  them  on  every  side,  and  admired  them, 
before  they  found  their  way  to  his  Ups.  With 
William  the  days  of  Margaret  flew  like  hoars, 
and  honrs  like  minutes.  But  between  these 
new  companions  the  conversation  on  the  pari 


X.  DSIiOItUNB.  157 

of  die  adtnirer  was  all  dFort,  aod  oo  the  pait 
of  Margavet  ^ery  Ihiiig  pasaed  in  insupporta« 
Ue  laoguor  and  fiiügae. 

Tbere  was  tltat  in  the  dumcter  of  William 
iriuch  resembled  witchcraft.  He  was,  00  to 
tpcaikf  enshrined  in  an  atmosphere  of  pi^cioua 
odours,  wkioli  it  was  almost  impossible  for  any 
ane  to  enter^  without  feeling  bis  senaes  luUed 
in  pleasing  imagkiatioas,  and  bis  spirit  robbed 
«rf  tranquil  ael&poBaesBion.  But^  if  thia  wen 
Ae  case  with  tum  in  hia  indifferent  and  acci-« 
dental  connections,  what  must  it  be  suppoised 
to  bare  been  in  relation  to  Margaret^  wbose 
•ool  bad  been  united  to  bis  from  iniancy,  and 
wbo,  aince  tbe  terribk  adventure  of  tbe  rock, 
had  feit  that  abe  did  not  ao  truly  belong  to 
beraelf  as  to  bim  ?  She  bad  been  on  tbe  brink, 
or  more  properly  in  tbe  jawa^  of  deatructaon  i 
one  moment  only  waa  interpoaed  between  ber 
and  tbe  moat  frigbtfol  cata8tropbe$  be  bad 
shewn  himself  like  an  intexrenient  angd^  or 
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rather  like  a  special  and  miraculoua  act  of 
Providence^  that  ahe  might  oome  forth  whole 
and  unhurt,  and  that  no  injury  might  assail 
her.  He  had  rbked  every  thing  to  accomplish 
her  deliverance,  and  had  sustained  much  pain 
and  inconvenience  that  she  might  be  phiced  in 
a  condition  of  safety.  If  Jephthah  had  vowed 
to  sacrifice  his  daughter  in  case  God  delivered 
the  armier  of  Ammon  into  his  hands,  was  she 
less  bound  to  consecrate  her  life  as  a  remune- 
ration  for  the  existence,  the  continuation  of 
which  this  gallant  youth  had  procured  to  her  ? 
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CHAPTER  XL 


6raduai.lt  the  father  of  Margaret  disclosed 
to  her  the  scheme^  which  had  fornished  the 
cause  of  their  remoral  from  the  hanka  of  the 
Sevem  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Mersey.    He  re* 
presented  to  her  m  the  most  Hyely  coloiira  the 
d^radation  and  diahononr,  for  sach  he  csteemed 
it,  in  which  he  had  so  long  vegetated,  hom 
even  before  the  birth  of  his  danghter  to  the 
preaent  hour.     He  said  that  the  noUe  repre- 
sentative  of  his  raoe^  for  (it  may  be)  little 
better  than  a  whim,  had  now  proposed  to  take 
offthisdishonour^  and  vestore  him  to  his  proper 
Station.    He  adjured  Maigaret,  by  all  the  We 
die  bore  him,  by  the  care  he  had  exerted  for 
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her  from  her  earliest  infancy,  by  the  indulgences 
he  had  never  withheld  from  her  slightest  wishes, 
not  on  the  present  occasion  to  make  herseif  the 
obstacle  to  the  fortune  that  eeemed  to  smile 
upon  him.  He  intreated  her,  that  she  would 
assist  him  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  dajH 
in  smishine  and  content.  What  was  good  for- 
tmie  to  him,  would  also  be  good  fortune  to  her. 
She  would  be  placed  in  the  Station  which  she 
was  so  eminently  qualified  to  «dorn.  She 
would  be  the  boast  and  the  ornament  of  her 
sex;  and  it  was  impossible  that  that  which 
won  for  her  the  homage  and  commendation  of 
all  the  World,  should  not  also  be  a  source  of 
gratification  to  her  own  bosom.  Lord  Borradale 
was  essentially  a  cold-hearted  man;  and,  as  he 
had  taken  them  up  for  a  purpose  that  pleased 
his  own  Imagination,  so  he  would  cast  them  off 
without  remorae,  if  he  found  himself  thwarted 
of  that  purpose. 
The  habits  of  Margaretes  life  from  childhood 
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to  tfae  present  hour  had  been  those  of  filial 
obedience.  There  was  a  gentleness  in  her 
natoie,  that  would  not  snffer  her  to  engage  in 
inflexible  controversy  against  her  fiither.  She 
pleaded  with  him.  She  said^  Yoa  have  known 
of  the  attachment  of  myself  and  William  from 
infemcy;  you  loved  him ;  you  brought  him  to 
me;  you  enconraged  our  attachment.  Tou 
have  observed  aU  the  Steps  by  which  our  earliest 
and  instinctive  kindness  to  each  other  has  been 
tomed  into  love.  You  saw  it  with  compla- 
cency;  you  bade  me  entertain  him  as  my 
future  husband.  Now  all  the  preliminaries  of 
thb  final  engagement  have  passed  between  us; 
now  we  have  poured  our  hearts  into  each  other's 
bosom;  now  he  has  saved  my  life,  and  in  retum 
I  have  given  him  my  soul.  The  happiness  of 
all  our  future  existence  depends  upon  this  en- 
gagement's  not  being  retracted;  I  may  obey 
youy  but  if  I  do,  both  I  and  he  shall  be  made 
yoor  victims.   We  shall  be  two  withered  planis^ 
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whicb,  wliile  they  were  tended  and  fosteied  and 
nourished^  grew  up  in  strength  and  beaaty, 
their  branches  füll  of  aap,  their  foliage  brigiit 
aad  healthful  and  vigorous,  but  which  shall 
hereafter  be  rivelled,  naked  and  unblest^  left  on 
the  piain  two  monuments  of  wretcbednesa  and 
blast. 

The  expostulations  of  Margaret  were  in* 
efiective  to  cfaange  the  purposes  of  her  aetfiah 
filther.  He  told  her,  that  this  was  all  the  idle 
romance  so  characteristic  of  that  early  aeason 
of  life,  and  that  the  passions  of  a  boy  and  giil 
on  the  threshold  of  puberty,  as  they  were  im- 
petuous  and  unsubmissive  to  reason  and  re- 
straint,  so  they  were  sure  to  be  short-liyed  and 
eranescent.  He  intreated,  he  adjured  her  to 
have  compassion  upon  him.  All  bis  early  days 
had  been  spent  in  misery,  the  fruit  of  a  preco* 
cious  error.  The  heyday  of  bis  Kfe  was  passed. 
The  evening  of  bis  existence  was  Coming  on, 
and  demanded  its  indulgences  and  ita  oomforts. 
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8be  liad  hersdf  ncrer  kuown  any  thiog  but  a 
idain  and  homely  mode  of  life;  but  it  was  dif^ 
fereiit  with  him;  bis  eariy  yeara  bad  been 
pMsed  in  tbe  midst  of  el^anoe  and  aplendour 
and  Jnxury.  Sbe  bad  only  to  conquer  a  fleet* 
inf  fancy,  a  mere  girlisb  impulse;  and  tbey 
ihoiild  all  reap  tbe  reward.  Surely  tbU  waa  a 
Bioderale  retarn  for  all  tbe  care  be  bad  spent 
upon  ber,  tbe  love  be  bad  boroe  ber,  and  tbe 
uxietiea  ehe  bad  coat  bim  from  tbe  bour  wben 
d>ebeg»ito<»d.t. 

Tbeae  were  but  feeble  argumenta^  and  migbt 
vitb  force  and  advantage  bave  been  retorted 
iqKm  bim  wbo  urged  tbem.  But  Margaret 
was  ill  qualified  for  aueb  a  contention.  Sbe 
lad  ever  feit  tbe  duty  abe  owed  ber  parenta  aa 
t  branch  of  ber  religion«  Her  fiiiher  bad  not 
much  paaaed  tbe  meridian  of  Ufe ;  but  in  ber 
eye  he  was  a  patriarcb.  Wbile  die  was  yet  an 
inEant,  abe  bad  viewed  bim  in  tbe  fall  maturity 
of  manbood.    Aa  sbe  bad  advanced  in  dexterity 
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and  accomplishmente/  as  her  mind  had  opened 
to  ihe  beauties  ot  nature^  the  magnificence  of 
the  imiverse,  and  the  qualities  of  the  beings 
around  her^  as  she  had  shot  up  in  stature^  and 
her  form  had  developed  itbelf^  the  System  of 
things  most  assuredly  had  not  stood  still  with 
him;  and  he  had  passed  into  another  class  of 
mortals,  even  as  she  had  passed.  Deference 
and  honour  therefore  she  believed  was  his  due; 
she  was  bound  to  treat  him  with  the  utmost 
tendemess,  and  in  all  things  to  consult  his 
pleasure.  Nor  was  the  present  aSiedr  a  question 
of  imaginarybenefitandaccommodation;  how- 
ever  slightly  she  might  value  the  mere  Orna- 
ments and  trappings  of  life,  it  was  not  so  with 
her  iather.  In  a  word,  her  temper  was  all 
gentleness;  and  the  bare  thought  of  entering 
into  warfare  with  the  author  of  her  existence^ 
and  by  dint  of  inflexible  constancy  extorting 
his  slow  and  miwilling  consent^  was  intolerable 
to  her.    If  the  proposition  had  been  started  in 
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their  homely  and  rustic  dwelling  on  the  banks 
of  the  Serem,  the  matter  would  have  been 
somewhat  different«  But  their  remo^al  had 
abeady  been  effected^  ere  she  was  aware  of  its 
purpose.  And  that  she  by  her  wilfubieas  and 
her  fielfiahness,  shonld  occasion  her  father  to 
forfeit  the  protection  and  smiles  of  lord  Borra- 
dale^  and  drive  him  back  upon  the  humble  life 
he  detested»  was  a  fault  she  could  never  have 
fiorgiven  herseif. 

Tet  she  was  not  without  those  feelings,  that 
shrinking  back  and  revulsion^  which  are  in- 
aeparable  from  the  passion  of  love,  when  the 
qnestion  is  of  sacrificing  its  most  cherished 
Tisions  and  the  object  it  adores.  The  image 
of  her  William  was  perpetually  before  her;  she 
saw  him  in  her  dreams^  sometimes  emphatically 
and  eamestly  claiming  the  Performance  of  that 
which  she  had  given  him  cause  to  expect,  and 
sometimes  with  a  melancholy  and  wintery 
ooontenance,  reproaching  her  for  her  incon-, 
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Btancy,  and  assuring  her  that  he  cotdd  not 
Borvive  the  shock  that  was  given  him.  She 
counted  up  bis  virtues,  bis  manly  and  generoua 
qualities;  she  recoUected  the  boundless  debt  of 
gratitude  she  owed  bim.  She  could  not  there* 
fore  wbolly  avoid  the  shewing  her  father  by 
her  demeanour^  or  in  the  expression  of  her 
eye  and  her  attitude,  how  bitterly  she  wouM 
feel  theprivation^  if  she  sbould  ultimately  yield 
to  bis  wisbes. 

On  the  other  band  her  fatber  was  not  witb- 
out  bis  compunctions  and  bis  tendemess.  Had 
it  been  otherwise,  she  could  not  have  loved  bim 
as  she  indeed  loved  him.  Seeing  therefare  how 
much  it  cost  her»  he  determined,  whatever  were 
the  cottsequence,  that  she  sbould  foUow  the 
bent  of  her  inclinations*  The  choice  of  tbe 
partner  of  her  existence  was  properly  her 
affiur,  and  not  bis;  she  wouU  probaMy  long 
surrive  him>  and  therefore  her  choice  of  lUt 
meriied  lo  be  preferred.    All  this  he  expreseed 
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oot  by  worda^  bat  actions.  He  presaed  her  no 
longer^  he  wore  a  look  of  grief  and  resignation. 
He  ceaaed  to  fireqnent  tbe  hoiue  of  lord  Borra- 
dak.  He  oeaaed  to  take  pleaaure  in  any  thing. 
He  waadeied  aboot  the  houae  and  the  adjoin- 
ing  fielda^  '^  hollow  aa  a  ghoat," 

Aa  dim  and  meagre  as  an  agna-fit. 
He  yielded  to  bis  fate^  and  reaolved  that  hia 
pasaiona  and  deaires,  however  vehement,  ahonld 
oot  have  the  effect  to  aubvert  hia  daoghter's 
bappinesa« 

Bat  thia  was  an  iaaue  ahe  oovdd  not  endure 
to  tbink  of.  Tbe  leaa  her  father  preaaed  her 
wilh  expoatulation  and  the  weight  of  worda, 
the  mare  ahe  feit  heraelf  impelled  to  yield  to 
tbe  Gourae  hia  wiahea  pmnted  oot  to  her.  Had 
it  been  for  heraelf  only,  ahe  feit  perauaded  that 
abe  could  without  a  atmggle  aacriftce  her  own 
prefiBvencea  on  the  altar  of  filial  dnty.  But  ahe 
dreaded  the  miadiief  whicfa  the  diaappointment 
«Quid  inflkt  on  William.    She  had  no  right  to 
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trifle  with  his  peace;  and,  in  retura  for  all  his 
love  and  all  he  had  done  for  her,  to  entail  upon 
him  the  miseries  of  perpetual  grieL  With  the 
ingenuousneBs  that  so  eminently  digtinguished 
her,  she  resolved  to  write  to  him  on  the  sub* 
ject,  and  to  set  before  him  without  reserve  the 
perplexities  that  assailed  her«  She  addresbed 
him  as  foUows: 

My  friend, 
AUow  me  to  invoke  you  by  that  appellation^ 
for  &ny  other  would  be  foreign  to  the  purpose 
of  this  letter.  I  loved  you;  I  love  you.  AU 
the  visions  of  happiness  I  ever  formed,  included 
you,  and  the  joys  that  I  believed  would  be  my 
lot  ]f  we  were  united  to^each  other.  But  we 
are  not  bom  for  ourselves  alone.  I  had  a  duty 
to  the  author  of  my  existence,  older  in  its  date, 
even  than  the  hour  when  first  I  had  the  happi- 
ness to  know  you.  It  has  been  the  ambition 
of  my  heart  to  pass  through  life  irreproachably« 
If  my  faculties  were  so  confined  as  to  enable 
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me  to  do  little  good,  I  might  at  least  hope  to 
amd  the  actiud  perpetration  of  eril.  I  feel  that 
I  conld  nev«r  endare  tfae  mifleries  of  self-re- 
praach.  If  I  wcre  to  see  my  father  suffering 
the  imsehiefB  of  disappointment  and  a  broken 
heart  by  any  wilfiilness  of  mine^  my  exisCence 
WDold  firom  that  mömetit  become  insupportable 
U>  me.  I  could  never  be  an  instniment  of 
pleasure  and  contentment  to  another^  for  the 
W0rm  of  undying  remorse  would  prey  upon  me 
for  eFer. 

I  write  to  you  at  the  present  moment  with  a 
eertain  degree  of  confidence^  to  intreat  you  to 
tecond  my  virtuous  resolutions.  You  are  per* 
haps  the  only  being  I  know  on  the  face  of  the 
earth^  from  whom  I  could  expect  such  disin- 
terestedness  and  magnanimity.  Release  me^  I 
mtreat  you^  from  the  unspeakable  obllgations 
you  have  conferred  on  me,  from  the  promises 
I  have  made  you,  from  the  prospects  of  future 
feHdty  whidi  your  parüal  tboughts  may  bave 
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created  to  you  out  of  the  icUe  and  visionary 
talk,  Castles  in  the  air,  in  which  we  have  mn- 
tuaily  participated.  WhateTer  I  have  promised 
you,  has  had,  if  not  for  its  expressed,  at  least 
for  it9  implied  condition,  the  consent  of  my 
father.  Our  attachment  grew  up  under  his 
auspices.  It  proceeded  with  his  knowledge, 
and  coidd  boast  his  entire  and  hearty  concur* 
rence.  This  concurrence  he  has  withdrawn.  I 
do  not  enter  into  the  question  whetiier  this 
change  in  his  views  is  founded  in  wisdom«  I 
am  not  my  father's  director;  and  ha^e  no  right 
to  arraign  the  sentiments  he  forms,  and  the 
wishes  he  entertains,  at  the  tribunal  of  my 
judgment.  It  is  enough  that  there  they  are, 
there  they  will  remain,  and  it  is  not  in  my 
power  to  reverse  them. 

Is  it  not  better  for  us  to  do  what  is  right, 
than  to  yield  to  what  we  inordinatdy  desire  ? 
I  do  not  apply  this  rule  to  my  father :  for  he 
has^  as  well  as  all  other  human  beings^  and,  to 
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mj  aiyrebgnsion^  and  as  lar  as  I  am  concem- 
ed,  mofe  than  any  oilier  human  being,  a  rigbt 
to  be  the  jodge  of  Übt  conduct  be  »hall  purauew 
Bat  I  do  apply  it  to  myaelf •  I  am  suie  I  sball 
havte  mcse  internal  peace^.and  more  unalloyed 
and  a4ire  reBignation^  in  obeying  my  oon« 
fldence,  than  in  porsping  tbe  promptings  of 
my  will.  I  think,  William,  that  you  are  fonn* 
ed  like  me.  It  ia  tMs  thougbt.that  liea  at  tbe 
foondation  of  the  unreaerved  attachment  I  have 
entertained  for  yoa,  and  the  perpetual  äatisfiM;« 
tkm  I  antidpated  (if  Providenoe  had  favoored 
oor  yiews)  in  being  united  to  you.  Tou  love 
therefoie  whal  is  right,  even  as  I  love  it ;  and, 
when  I  eaU  on  you  to  concur  with  me  in  thia 
mo8t  important  criaia  of  my  life,  I  therefore  do 
you  no  violence* 

I  requtre  bowever,  my  dear  William,  your 
agreement  in  thia  great  act  of  ftlial  doty.  I 
have  entered  into  auch  engagements  to  you, 
not  only  in  the  aecret  receaaes  of  my  own 
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mindj  but  in  speech,  in  oountenanoe,  and  in 
the  accoid  of  all  the  powera  ot  my  firame,  that 
you  and  yon  only  can  release  me  from  the 
engagements  I  have  formed.    I  am  like  to  one 
who^   ^^on  double  business  bound^  atandB  in 
pause''  in  which  direction  he  sball  proeeed, 
and  how  he  shall  comport  himself^  and  can 
perfonn  no  essential  duty  on  the  theatre  of 
life.    Release  me^  I  conjure  you.    Snap  the 
chain  which^  as  long  as  it  subsists^  renders  me 
incapable  of  any  thing  dedsive^  any  thing  that 
I  should  look  back  upon  with  satis&ction  and 
complacency.    Assist  me  in  the  sacrifice  I  feel 
myself  called  upon  to  make.    Let  us  together 
approach  this  altar^  consecrated  to  fortitude 
and  disinterested  virtue^  and  offier  up  our  own 
dearest  wishes  to  a  principle,  T^thout  an  obe- 
dience  to  iFhich  I  feel  that  I  can  never  escape 
the  bitterest  self-accusation  and  remorse. 
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CHAFTER  XIL 


When  Margaret  had  finished^  and  had  dis- 
patched  Üiis  letter,  she  feit  herseif  more  at  htv 
eaae.  She  had  put  a  violence  on  herselfy  and 
achiered  a  conquest^  of  the  practicability  of 
which  in  her  case  nothing  could  have  assüred 
her,  Short  of  the  actual  experiment.  This,' 
when  the  experiment  was  completed,  was  her 
first  feeling.  Bat,  the  next  day,  and  the  day 
after,  her  satisfaction  abated«  Having  dis- 
charged  to  the  fiill  her  duty  to  her  father,  and 
prepared  for  the  event  against  which  her  very 
loal  revolted,  she  began  to  think  principally, 
almost  exchislyely,  of  her  lover.  She  set  her- 
sdf  to  calculate  the  time  at  which  her  letter 
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would  reach  him^  and  at  which  she  might  re- 
ceive  his  answer.  She  thought  of  bis  surprise, 
the  distresses  he  would  suffer,  the  fatal  blow 
he  would  sustainj  and  the  upbraidings  Avith 
which  he  would  overwhelm  her. 

The  result  however  was  more  tiying  to  him 
than  any  thmg  that  she  had  anticipated.  When 
the  letter  of  Margaret  came  to  his  hands^  it 
found  him  attending  the  death-bed  of  his  mo- 
ther.  Only  a  few  weeks  had  elapsed  from  the 
period  when  they  had  taken  leave  of  the  Bor- 
radales, In  a  retreat  so  thinly  scattered  with 
inhabitants  as  was  that  where  William  and  his 
mother  resided,  the  removal  of  one  family  to 
which  they  had  been  bound  in  the  ties  of  «ym- 
pathetic  and  intimate  intercourse  was  an  epoch. 
The  good  woman  had  oontemplated  the  grow- 
ing  afiection  of  her  son  and  their  fair  neighbour 
with  exceeding  delight.  She  had  anticipated 
that  herseif  and  the  young  couple,  in  the  event 
of  their  union,  would  reside  under  the  same 
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roof,  dther  in  the  cottage  where  ahe  now 
dwdty  or.in  soine  otber  that  mij^t  perhi^ 
a£bcd  them  a  fuUer  acoommodation.  She  loved 
Margaret  scarceLy  Ins  than  she  did  her  son, 
Sbe  therefore  valched  with  pecnliar  anxiety 
the  efect  which  this  change  would  prodooe 
qion  him.  Änd^  thoogh  he  was  inost  carefal 
to  coDceal  firom  his  mother  the  diaturbance  he 
feit,  and  thoagh  in  reality^  enoouraged  by  the 
imequivocal  tokens  of  attachment  he  received 
from  hia  mistress,  he  belieyed  that  tbfeir  sepa- 
lation  would  be  of  Bhort  continuanee,  yet  she 
cmdd  not  trat  see  that  he  was  nnusnally  peo- 
sive,  and  that  Ihe  intetest  he  took  in  his  ordi- 
nary  occupationa  was  no  longer  snch  as  it  had 
been.  It  was  at  this  time  that  sbe  was  seized 
with  an  inflammatory  fever.  The  disease  was 
of  a  dangerons  diaracter.  But  its  Symptoms 
were  undoubtedly  ä^^^vated  by  the  unsettled 
State  of  her  thoughts«  She  became  delirioas ; 
and  in  the  wanderings.  of  her  mind  she  talked 
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continiially  of  William  atid  Margaret.  She  in- 
treated  that  the  young  woman  inight  be  asked 
to  Visit  her^  might  administer  her  medicines^ 
and  Support  her  aching  head.  When  she  was 
silent,  her  eye  still  roved  in  search  of  some- 
thing ;  and  she  complained  that  the  nnise  and 
the  girl  who  attended  her^  most  unkindly  hid 
from  her  what  she  was  most  desirous  to  see. 
William  received  the  letter  of  Margaret  pre- 
cisely  in  this  Situation.  He  refused  to  open  it. 
He  feit  an  undefined  anticipation  of  some  evil 
tidings  that  it  would  communicate.  Snpersti* 
tiously  he  deemed  it  unlucky  to  open  a  letter 
from  one  he  loved,  by  the  aide  of  the  bed  of  a 
person  dangerously  ill.  He  woald  have  judged 
himself  criminal,  if  he  had  deliberately  songht 
to  withdraw  his  attention  for  a  moment,  from 
the  heart^breaking  scene  before  him,  to  a  con- 
sideration  of  his  own  desires  in  any  other 
quarter^  his  inclination  and  pleasnres. 
The  good  woman  died.    William  feit  all  the 
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tendemeBa  aad  agonies  of  a  son.  He  had  no 
one  to  conaok  him.  The  &r-di8tant  abode  of 
the  finends^  who  had  bo  long  dw^  at  but  two 
fieldB  £rom  hia  own  residenoe,  and  whom  he  bo 
entirely  loved^  strack  him  now  with  tenfold  bit- 
temesB.  The  prepaiations  of  Übe  fuueral  went 
on*  He  was  asBiated  in  them  by  the  wife  and 
two  dankten  of  a  neighbouring  fiarmer^  who 
weie  impresBed  with  the  sincereBt  eateem  for 
William  and  hia  mofher^  bat  whose  '^coarse 
ocHnplexiona  and  cheeka  of  aorry  grain*'  with 
i^tneaa  expieased  the  textore  of  their  mindB. 

For  two  days  William  was  stonned  by  the 
unforeaeen  disaster  that  had  fallen  upon  him, 
aod  totally  abaorbed  in  grief.  He  resorted 
many  timea  in  an  hour^  to  gaze^  with  feelings 
that  no  words  can  expresa^  upon  the  body  of 
her  who  bore  him^  and  who^  tenderly  as  ahe 
had  ever  watched  for  hia  advantage  and  plea* 
BQfe,  could  now  ahew  to  him  no  tokens  of  re- 
OQgnitionj  conld  neither  hear  bis  voice^  nor  an- 
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swer  to  any  of  bis  paBsionate  apoatrophea  and 
laments;  Tlie  only  things  that  diverted  him 
from  the  depth  of  bis  depieaaion,  nveie  thoae 
cares  and  attentiona^  which  nature  and  the  cua- 
toms  of  »ociety  require  towards  the  vemama  of 
the  firiettd  we  bave  lost. 

At  lengih,  in  the  moming  of  the  second  day 
from  the  death  of  hia  mother^  the  lelter  be  had 
alieady  leceived  caught  hia  eye,  and  be  no 
longer  refrained  from  examining  its  contents. 
<'No  doubtj"  aaid  he,  <^it  comes  to  teil  me 
that  at  leaat  I  bave  one  friend  left :  and  God 
knows  I  am  in  want  of  one  l"  At  firat,  over- 
wbelmed  as  be  was  with  the  calamity  the  evi- 
dences  of  which  were  still  before  hia  eyes,  he 
could  not  underatand  the  letter.  Its  tenor  was 
not  such  aa  be  had  expected.  But  be  had  that 
eonfidenoe  in  Margaret,  he  considered  that  they 
were  bound  to  each  other  by  ties  of  so  ancient 
a  Standing,  and  of  so  indissoluble  a  character, 
and  he  believed  her  to  be  so  single^miiided  and 
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affiefeioiiatie,  ikA^  ^^tlioi^  ene  nte  bmxt  tbe 
dad  to  perouaik"  Um,  he  wohU  not  beUeve 
tkaft  she  ynm  esptklk  cf  incontalicy  or  diange. 
^At  kDgkh  he  ntisfied  lamadt  of  Ae  mdity 
of  the  ptfflr  befave  him. 

It  is  well,  Said  he.  I  wbb  oiice--a  verf  short 
time  ago  I  waa*-4]iqppy.  I  had  two  friends— * 
racfa  £riciids-«-4hey  were  indeed  that  whidi  my 
heait  reqvired.  How  perfect  was  my  delight^ 
when  I  fimnd  myadf  aiipplyiiig  to  my  mother 
the  place  of  die  protector  die  had  lost,  drying 
her  teass,  and  veameiling  her  again  to  life ! 
There  ia  notiiing  wfaieh  makes  a  being'  of  a 
pure  heait  so  happy^  aa  to  feel  hia  importaiice 
to  tfaoae  he  lorea^  and  to  be  able  at  the  close 
of  each  snccee^g  day  to  aay,  i  hatre  prored 
myaelf  n  ^  good  aad  fütiifiil  **  aasiatant,  I  have 
not  thouglit  of  my  own  gratificationa,  bnt  have 
given  myself  honeatly  and  unreaervedly  to  the 
intereata  and  the  comfort  of  one,  whom  above 
all  the  earth  I  waa  bouiid  to  cheridi.    Aand  I 
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faad  my  reward.  If  with  my  füll  heart  I  gave 
myself  to  the  Service  of  my  mother,  tfaere  wae 
still  an  approving  angel  that  atood  by,  and  that 
counted  my  good  qualitiea  a  thousand  tinies 
beyond  their  intrinsic  merit.  These  two^  the 
being  to  whom  I  devoted  my  sendces^  and  the 
being  who  was  ever  at  hand  to  reward  them, 
are  taken  from  me  at  once.  I  am  indeed  alone. 
What  haye  I  to  do  with  the  world  ?  There  is 
no  part  nor  place  for  me  in  any  of  its  man* 
sions.  I  look  round  me  on  every  side,  and 
find  nothing  to  support  me,  no  one  to  encoo- 
rage  my  efforts,  or  to  lend  me  a  helping  hand 
amidst  the  coniplexities  and  difficnlties  that 
every  way  beset  me. 

William  brooded  over  bis  sonrows  and  bis 
desolate  condition  incessantly  for  several  fol- 
lowing  days.  He  attended  the  funeral  of  bis 
parentj  and  saw  her  body  deposited  in  the 
silent  grave.  As  he  retumcd  to  bis  forlom 
home^  he  found  there  wmting  for  him  a  yoong 
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oiHi  of  lome  frmily  and  oonaeqneiioe^  whom 
he  bad  xepeatedly  seen  doriag  the  scaeon  that 
lie  had  spent  under  tbe  care  aad  aaperi|iteii- 
dcBoe  of  hia  xoicld,  tiie  clergyman  ibnuerly 
■KDtknied«  Thia  young  man^  to  whom  his 
mde  had  at  no  remote  period  baen  a  tutor, 
had  many  tinoes  paid  a  viait  to  the  person 
Wider  whoae  inatrnctiona  the  powera  of  his 
Buad  bad  baen  i]]i£olded>  and  on  each  occaaion 
had  paid  oonaiderabk  attention^  and  shewn 
much  paitiality  to  William^  wbo  was  only  by 
foQT  yeara  yoiinger  than  himaelf.  Toung  Bou« 
▼erie,  that  was  his  name^  was  of  an  agen  and 
generona  diapoeition,  and  had  afibrded  to  Wil* 
liam  the  first  spedmen  of  a  friend>  wbose 
studiea  had  been  aimilar^  wboae  Hentiments  in 
a  ttrikii^  degree  ooincided  with  bis  own^  and 
wbo,  ficom  the  advantagea  of  birth  and  fortane, 
BÜght  be  of  aome  uae  to  hini)  if  such  aasist- 
aoee  were  needed,  in  pushing  bim  forward  in 
the  road  to  fortune.- 
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Bouyerie  had  leanied  by  acddent  oC  the  death 
of  William'fl  mother.  He  well  knew  witli  what 
exemplary  dutjr  the  young  maa  had  detemüned 
to  oonaecrate  all  hia  effiorta  to  conaole  the  wi- 
dofw  in  her  destitate  Situation^  and.  to  super- 
intend  the  intereata  of  her  little  oonoem.  Bou- 
verie  wonld  have  been  the  last  man^  to  endea* 
vour  to  diFert  the  stripling  firom  ao  noble  a 
devotion  of  hia  activity  and  his  time.  But 
now,  that  that  Obligation  was  dischaigedi  and 
obacurity  oould  no  longer  be  a  duty,  he  feit 
extremely  desiroua  to  engage  the  nephew  of 
his  tutor  in  a  closer  connection  with  him.  He 
had  himself  juat  obtained  a  consideraUe  ap- 
pointment  under  general  Murray,  govemor  of 
Canada ;  and  he  came  to  propose  that  WiQiam 
ahould  join  him  in  his  expedition.  He  ^»ologised 
to  the  young  man  for  the  abruptness  of  his  over- 
ture,  but  added  that  he  was  so  circumstanced, 
that  there  was  no  time  to  lose.  He  should 
himself  be  obliged  to  embark  in  a  few  weeks. 


^ir.  PSLO&AINfi.  193 

Boaverie  foimd  bis  friend  in  a  ttate  of  the 
inost  i^tiaMe  dejection«    This  was  the  more 
vemarkaUe,  aa  William  was  conatijkationally  of 
a  very  sangoine  temperament.    The  ezcellenoe 
of  bis  dispositioQ  led  him  to  regaid  all  the 
World  with  kindnessi  and  the  nature  of  the 
hiimaD  mind  is  found  to  be  such^  that  the 
world.afound  aerves  in  the  effect  of  a  minor 
to  what  passes  wifthin  us.    The  philantbropiat 
lees  on  erery  aide  of  him  the  Impulses  of  love^ 
while  the  maleFolent  man  observes  in  all  bis 
fellow-bräigs  the  indicationa  of  spite^  hostility 
and  ill  wUL    JBut  the  events  which  now  befel 
William  were  too  mach  for  bis  fortitnde  to 
sufliain*    On  retnming  to  bis  own  habitation 
the  frame  of  bis  mind  bad  become  gloomy  and 
morose*     But  be  no  sooner  6aw  Bouverie  than 

he  hurst  into  a  flood  of  tears. 
His  tender*bearted  fitiend   at  first  endea- 

vonred  to  soothe  bim  by  all  the  common  topics 

of  consolation.     He  told  bim  of  the  unavail- 
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ingnesB  of  grief,  and  reminded  him  that  he  had 
BtiU  duties  to  perform.  He  spoke  of  the  friendly 
feelings  and  the  interest  in  his  weUare  that 
were  feit  bj  his  uncle  and  himself.  *'Tou 
must  change  the  scene>''  he  said. 

And  wherefore  should  I  change  the  scene  ? 
There  is  no  one  that  loves  me.    There  ia  no 
one  for  whom  I  should  desire  to  live.    My 
uncle  and  you  feel  compassion  for  me }  and  I 
thank  you.    But  this  is  not  the  thing  my  na- 
iure  requires,  the  nourishment  of  my  soul.     It 
is  woman  only  that  is  truly  susceptible,  that 
can  fiU  the  cravings  of  my  spirit.    I  found  this 
consolation  and  support  in  my  mother.    Our 
interchanges  of  kindness  were  of  the  most 
tranquillising  nature.    We  were  fitted  for  each 
other;  we  understood  each  other.  In  the  oourse 
of  nature  it  is  true  I  must  expect  that  one  day 
my  mother  would  die^  and  I  should  survive  her. 
I  had  hoped  indeed  that  she  would  live  long^ 
and  would  finally  pay  the  debt  of  nature^  füll 
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of  daySy  and  having  exhausted  the  strengtii 
that  heaven  allou  to  mortats.  I  mnst  indeed 
lose  her ;  bnt  I  had  pnmded  for  tbat.  I  had 
a  fdendj  that  had  swom  to  be  my  comforter^  a 
iriend  that  was  young^  eyen  as  I  am  young^, 
and  who,  belng  in  the  Baine  period  of  life^ 
woold  not  have  faüed  to  uoderstand  my  wanta 
and  wishes,  and  to  act  in  nnison  with  me.  We 
had  swom  to  live  together,  to  feel  each  other's 
wühes,  to  have  partaken  in  each  other'a  joya 
and  aorrows,  to  hare  smiled  when  dther  smiled^ 
and  to  haye  mingled  our  tears  in  the  moment 
of  disappomtment  and  trial.  I  have  loat  my 
mother  and  my  friend  at  onoe.  The  adored  of 
my  heart  haa  abjured  all  her  vowb  and  dis* 
cacded  me.  I  received  her  letter  of  rcgectkni 
m  the  room  where  my  mother  lay  dying;  I 
ope&ed  it  by  the  aide  of  her  eorpse. 

The  recoUectionB  of  William,  which  accom- 
panied  these  words^  were  agoniaing.  He  fdt 
tbat  he  conid  not  refuse  what  Margaret  de- 
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mnnded  from  him«  He  fdt  that  he  coiüd  not 
utterly  deny  that  her  decision  was  juBt:  at 
leaat  it  did  high  credit  to  the  punty  and  ain^ 
gleness  of  her  miod.  But  he  was  not  the  less 
impressed  with  the  conviction  that  the  sun  of 
his  existence  was  for  ever  aet^  that  the  rest  of 
hia  days  was  condenmed  to  ''diaastroos  twi- 
light  and  dim  eclipse^''  and  that  no  hope  and 
no  proapect  of  happinesa  remained  to  him. 
Why  ahould  he  exert  himaelf  ?  What  motive 
could  he  have  to  engage  in  any  new  occu- 
pation  ? 

By  dint  however  of  mach  kindness^  unequi- 
vocal  sympathy,  and  the  moat  unwearied  pa- 
tience,  Bouverie  at  length  sncceeded  in  oon- 
yincing  him,  that  the  thing  which  his  case  most 
ürgently  demanded  was  change  of  phioe.  He 
could  not  recal  his  mother  from  the  grave. 
The  inexorable  law  of  mortality  was  equal  to 
all.  He  did  not  expect  that  he  could  reverse 
the  triumph  of  filial  piety  in  Margaret.     He 
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lad  not  so  studied  the  law»  of  religion,  he  had 
not  80  leamed  Üxe  lessons  of  hnmanity,  as  to 
bdieve  tbat  the  effect  of  the  two  grierouB  cala- 
mities  tiiat  had  fallen  npon  him  at  once^  was  to 
be  a  disehniye  in  fall  to  a  young  man  from  all 
the  dnties  which  his  being  born  into  society 
nnposed  npon  him.  He  was  young;  he  had 
powers  whieh  woiild  not  be  withont  their  use 
in  the  great  commnnity ;  he  especiaUy  owed  td 
others  an  example,  whether  that  should  operate 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent^  of  patience  and  re- 
ngnation.  ^*  None  of  ob  liveth  to  himself ;  and 
no  man  dieth  to  himself/' 

There  is  something  magical  in  the  Operations 
of  sympathy.  William  could  not  altogether 
resist  tfae  assidnities  of  bis  friend.  He  had 
Said  that  he  was  left  alone  in  the  world ;  but 
he  foond  that  he  was  not.  The  arriyal  of  Bou- 
verie  was  like  the  descent  of  an  angel  to  his 
idief.  Bouyerie  had  patience  with  all  his  in- 
flexibifity  and  perverseness;  the  tones  of  his 
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voice^  the  afifectionateness  of  his  looks^  -peae^ 
trated  to  the  80ul  of  the  diaconsolate  vouth. 
He  was  ukunately  nctoriouB.  William  thanked 
him  in  the  most  gratifying  tones,  the  more  gra- 
tifyiogbecauBe  despair  had  scarcdyyet  quitted 
its  throne  in  the  heart  of  the  moumer,  for  all 
bis  kindnesB.  Bouverie  had  indeed  convinoed 
him^  that  he  was  not  ntterly  alone,  that  there 
was  one  that  cared  even  for  so  very  a  wretch 
as  he  was.  He  soffered  himself  to  be  led,  pas- 
si^ely,  and  without  resistance,  even  as  a  young 
child  might  lead  a  lamb. 

The  preparations  for  the  voyage  were  short. 
Bouverie  directed  his  own  Steward  to  take  the 
affidrs  of  William  under  his  superintendence, 
and  to  dispose  of  his  property  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage.  Before  they  departed,  William  ad- 
dressed  a  letter  to  Margaret,  yielding  all  she 
demanded,  acquainting  her  with  the  death  of 
his  mother,  the  interposition  of  his  friend^  and 
the  voyage  and  new  scheme  of  life  to  Vhich  be 
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had  dedicated  hiniBelf.  Tbe  letter  was  couched 
IQ  tenns  of  the  mofit  rigid  simplicity.  There 
were  HO  inteijectioiis»  aod  noae  of  the  iimuine* 
nble  subterfiiges  of  self-pity  and  reproach. 
He  did  not  oomplaiQ  of  bis  fate^  assure  her 
that  he  was  heart-lnrokeiit  or  attempt  to  record 
the  fitraggles  and  the  tortures  he  feit  within« 
He  wTote  with  the  phunness  of  an  Evangelist, 
setting  down  facta  only,  unaccompanied  with  a 
oonunent.  Bat  Margaret  understood  her  lover, 
There  was  not  one  feeling,  one  oontention  that 
took  place  iu  his  hosom,  one  mastery  that  he 
obtained  orer  himselfj  which  her  Imagination 
did  not  pourtray  with  the  utmost  minuteness. 

The  answer  of  William  was  substantially 
such  as  Margaret  had  expected«  She  knew, 
that  he  woold  not  have  the  hardness  of  heart 
and  the  illiberality  to  wish  to  bind  her  in  ties 
which  she  asked  bim  to  dispense  her  from.  He 
was  doubtless  aware  that  no  tnie  happiness 
eoold  grow  out  of  such  an  Union.     He  was 
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much  too  generoua  of  soul  to  consent  to  accept 
from  her  any  thing  that  was  not  a  voluntary 
offeriog.  But  she  did  not  the  less  believe  that 
the  sacrifice  she  required  of  him  was  such,  as 
would  wrench  his  nature  from  its  strongest 
holding.  And  she  was  shocked  beyond  the 
power  of  words  to  express,  when  she  foimd  at 
what  a  season  of  distress  and  agony  her  un- 
gracious  letter  had  reached  hun.  She  had  taken 
for  granted,  that  his  mother  would  be  the  Tery 
person  to  soothe  his  griefs,  to  read  to  him  the 
lessons  of  wisdom  and  virtue,  and  to  supply  to 
him  in  the  most  perfect  and  gratifying  manner 
all  that  he  would  have  judged  himself  to  have 
lost  in  the  dissolution  of  their  promised  union. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 


Mar6AABT  had  made  the  moat  uncakulable 
gacrifice  on  the  altar  of  filial  duty.  But,  when 
thst  sacrifioe  was  complete^  her  heait  recoiled 
upon  itself .  She  eaw  the  son  of  lord  Borradale ; 
bat  that  aight  was  not  the  qypropriate  medicine 
for  tbe  diaeaae  of  her  miiid.  She  saw  him  $ 
bat  the  doing  ao  had  the  effect  of  contrast:  she 
ooald  not  pievent  the  image  of  William«  the 
belo^ed^  the  eziled^  from  recurring  to  her 
thoughts. 

Margaret  however  was  not  of  a  temper  to  do 
things  by  halves.  She  had  chosen  her  part; 
and  her  Tirtue  and  her  hononr  required  that 
she  shoold  complete  what  she  had  begun.   The 


192  DBU>RAIK£.  .  CB. 

pang  upon  William  had  been  inflictodj  he  was 
exiled;  ahe  had  surrendered  herseif  witbout 
resenre  into  the  hands  of  her  ftither;  ehe  had 
been  presented  to  lord  Borradak;  she  had  en- 
couraged  bis  son.  It  was  necessary  that  she 
should  dress  her  countenanoe  in  smileSy  that 
she  should  personale  the  exactest  courtesy, 
that  she  should  caref  uUy  close  up  every  avenue 
through  which  the  agony  of  her  mind 
discover  itself.  She  had  deeided  that  this 
the  part  that  justice  and  duty  imposed  on  her. 
It  was  necessary  to  be  firm«  The  power  that 
an  energetie  and  elevated  mind  exercises  over 
itself  is  of  vast  extent.  She  commanded  her 
features;  and  they  obeyed.  She  regulated  her 
gestures;  and  they  conformed  themadves  to 
her  will.  She  called  up  certain  tones  and  in- 
flexions  of  the  Toice;  and  the  organs  of  speech 
became  aceommodated  to  the  authority  of  the 
master-mind.  She  resolved  to  banish  fiom  her 
thoughts  so  much  as  the  recoUection  of  her 


XIII.  I>BU>1UIKE.  193 

late-&yoiired  lover;  and  to  a  great  degree  ehe 
neoeeded  in  thia.  The  recoUection  sometimes 
did  not  recor  to  her  for  hours  together.  She 
aang;  ahe  danced»  She  ledted  in  her  mind 
the  dntiea  of  an  ingenuous  fiemale  to  an  ac- 
cepteA  lorer;  ahe  accuatomed  herself  to  the 
reeq^tuladon  of  whatever  wonld  justly  be  re- 
qaired  and  looked  for  in  the  conduct  of  an 
eranplaiy  wife.  All  this  she  did^  that  she 
Hdgfat  not  prove  herself  inferior  in  resignation 
to  what  haa  been  told  of  the  daughter  of  the 
general  of  the  Jews.  She  looked  at  her  father, 
and  was  satisfied«  He  woüld  succeed  to  the 
fall  eactent  of  his  wiahes.  He  would  liye  in  the 
nudst  of  magnifioence  and  splendour.  He 
vonld  oontemplate  with  all  the  pride  which 
was  oongenial  to  his  natnre  his  noble  son-in- 
law  and  his  right  hononrabk  dai^ter.  What- 
ever  beeame  of  herself,  she  wonld  have  the 
satisbclion  of  performing  withont  a  blemish 
aU  ihat  coidd  be  demanded  of  her  towards  the 

VOL.  I.  K 
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or,  more  properly  speaking,  for  a  few  moments 
forgot  her  individoaHty  and  the  mat^rial  mxb^ 
stanoeB  diat  encompasBed  her^  her  dreams  were 
even  more  diBtressfiil  aad  unrefreshingthsn  the 
wild  and  inooherent  thoughts  that  beBet  her 
when  she  was  neitfaer  whoUy  awake  nor  aaleep. 
In  dreams  the  reins  of  the  soul  are  no  longer 
nnder  the  guidance  of  reflection  or  reason« 
The  power^  whatever  it  is,  that  presidea  orer 
that  State  of  existence,  hnrries  us  wherevcr  it 
will.  The  radder  of  the  mind  is  poweriesa ; 
oor  sense  of  morality  is  reduced  to  almost  no« 
thing.  We  witness  crimes,  and  we  commit 
them^  ondogged  by  that  moral  sense,  of  wfaich 
the  disdpUned  spirit  can  at  no  time  ditest 
itself,  while  tl^e  sun  is  in  the  hearens,  or  the 
sun  of  truth  peiietrates  the  inner  man  with  ita 
beams.  She  saw  her  lover  sometimes  in  a 
mood  of  bitter  upbraidings,  and  at  other  timea 
the  wasted,  wan  and  colourless  shadow  of  deao* 
latioQ  and  despair.     She  saw  her  favonred 
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nitor  aasaalt  him^  naw  that  the  gaUant  youtii 
fleemed  depnved  hjr  mefamcholy  and  aorrow  of 
Ins  wooted  eneigiea  of  defience^  and  pieaoe  hii 
Bianly  limba  witk  a  tlioiuBBd  wouoda^  and 
flcatter  bis  remaina  to  all  the  vindi  of  lieavcn. 
In  tliis  aitnaticni  ha*  imaged  WiUianL  would 
alter  the  most  piercmg  acreama,  and  im« 
plore  her  to  iuterfcfe  to  sare  him^  while  loid 
Boiradale  and  her  fiither  held  her  back  wiCh 
bezinrable  eSbrt  f rom  making  the  smaHeat  ad- 
▼ance  to  bis  reacue.  The  reeoUectkin  of  hia 
voyage  to  Canada  woidd  then  occor  to  her; 
she  flaw  bim  Standing  in  the  gaUerjr  of  the  abip; 
andden  tempeat  would  aaBaolt  the  veaad;  he 
«aa  waahed  orerboard;  he  iras  devonred  by  a 
shaik;  and  in  the  conntenanoe  of  the  abark  ahe 
aH  at  onoe  disoovered  the  Bweamenti  of  her 
dealined  buafaand.  Repeatedljr  did  ahe  atart 
out  of  her  aleep  urith  the  tenor  of  "vdiat  ehe 
had  q;>peared  to  behob!;  and  it  was  often  a 
very  kmg  time  before  she  oodd  tborongUjr 
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conTinee  henelf,  that  wlmt  had  so  excttdiD^y 
tenified  her  was  uhbased  in  reafity^ 

It  was  fhns  that  the  bodily  sti^ngth  of  the 
self-devoted  yictim  gave  way^  nnaibie  to  keep 
pace  with  the  energies  af  her  mind.  A  female 
of  a  di£ferent  character  w6uld  Jyrobably  have 
been  more  snccessful  in  going  throiigh  with 
ihe  part  she  had  determxned  16  svtftain.  The 
▼irtae  of  Margaret  destroyed  her.  '  There  was 
too  mnch  tenaeity  and  consistence  in  ihe  ftaiue 
of  her  Boul.  Another  female^  having  resolml 
to  dismiss  her  earliest  attachment^  wcmU  have 
fized  her  thoughts  on  the  splendouB  of  rank, 
and  have  fdt  her  mind  led  away  from  its  ori- 
ginal simpficity,  even  as  her  fiither  had  been 
led  away.  But  these  splendours  had  no  chsorm 
of  power  to  dirert  the  temper  of  Maigaret  from 
ils  first  bias.  Other  females  would  hare  called 
to  their  aid  the  volaülity  that  is  so  often  found 
characteristic  of  their  sex.  They  are  like  bnt- 
terflies  that  wander  from  flower  to  flower 
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tbiongh  the  vrbibie  indosure  of  aa  earihly  pA- 
ndiae;  and  fbis  levity  suffidenüy  aecures 
tbem  against  the  diaiioe  of  faüing  TictimB  to 
aay  fliiigle  diaappoiiitraent.  But  Matgaret's 
mind  was  of  a  diffierent  owstitation :  where  it 
fixtdy  theie  it  xested.  There  was  in  it  no  infu- 
aku  of  perFerseness.  She  desired  the  happi- 
ness  of  all;  and  especially  of  those  to  whom 
flbe  was  bound  by  the  most  famHiar  and  the 
oUest  tiea.  Selfiahneaa  seemed  not  to  enter  in 
the  amaUest  degree  into  her  character;  ahe 
appeared  to  regard  it  as  the  proper  buaineaa  of 
her  life,  to  study  the  happineaa  of  othera.  But 
her  disposition  was  firm  and  unyarying.  She 
was  in  the  moat  atriking  degree  gentle.  She 
waa  tranquil  of  spirit^  and  dear  of  soul.  .  Her 
mind  had  the  amoothneaa  of  a  hike^  the  aur&ce 
of  which  waa  unvexed  by  ao  much  aa  a  aingle 
breath,  and  at  the  aame  time  the  ateadineaa 
of  an  edifice  the  materiala  of  whidi  were  of 
moAle« 
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But^  however  unalterable  was  the  substance 
of  her  mind^  and  however  delicate  the  monld  m 
wfaich  it  was  cast,  she  bad  not  the  smallest  in- 
clfaiation  to  depart  from  the  scheme  of  condnct 
she  had  elected.  She  gave  no  quarter  to  that 
species  of  Impulse,  which  m  so  maay  cases 
whispers  to  the  timid  spirit,  You  haye  done 
enough;  you  have  shewn  how  wilHng  you  were 
to  conquer  your  weakness ;  human  nature  can- 
not  bear  more  than  you  haye  bome,  or  reaist 
more  than  you  have  resisted ;  it  is  fit  that  you 
should  now  give  way;  your  efforts  to  obey<i 
weU  entttle  you  to  call  on  your  eiders  at  length 
to  cease  from  their  requisition,  and  to  acknow- 
ledge  that  what  they  require  is  unfit  to  be  exe- 
cuted. 

Margaret  on  the  contrary  was  fully  resolved 
not  to  play  booty,  nor  stop  half-way  in  the 
course  of  duty  she  prescribed  to  herseif.  The 
Union  therefore  between  the  eider  and  the 
younger  brauch  of  the  house  of  Borradale,  day 
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aiker  day  dcew  neaier  to  üs  coonunmaüoii. 
The  preparatioiiB  wcre  adTancing;  the  weddiiig 
garments  pufdiaied ;  tbe  jewds  and  other  pre- 
mxta  wfaich  tbe  intended  bnde  k  accuafomed 
to  lecem  on  such  occasuuui,  wer«  in  complete 
leadineas.  The  day  was  named  for  the  oere» 
mooy ;  four  daya  were  auffered.  to  ebpae  ta&> 
tween  the  period  when  it  was  fized  on>  and 
that  OD  which  it  was  to  arrive. 

The  fiither  of  the  lovely  victim  had  the  whole 
power»  of  his  sonl  fastened  on  one  point«  The 
rery  energies  with  which  he  desh^  to  see  it 
accomplishedy  made  him  legard  all  delay^  all 
Qocertainty,  with  an  impatienoe  almost  amoont» 
ing  to  henxy.  He  could  not  bat  see  that  his 
daughter,  wbo^  as  long  as  they  dwelt  on  the 
banks  of  the  Sevem,  had  been  the  very  peno- 
nificalion  of  the  Goddess  of  Health,  was  inoes^ 
sanüy  growing  more  and  more  thin  and  deli- 
cate  in  her  appearance.  The  roses  in  her  cheek 
completdy  faded;  the  lustre,  the  laoghing 

k5 
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acrenitfy  Üat  lalely  £athed  firom  her  efes,  was 
nomore.  If  colovrwBB  atanytiiiietobe&iiiid 
-In  hier  oompkxion,  it  was  unwhoieioiiie  and 
bectic ;  if  fire  was  in  her  e^es,  it  was  the  indi» 
cation  (rf  diaease.  Her  fidber  wonld  ooca8ion«> 
allf  qnestion  her  reapeeÜBg  her  iiealtk  with  a 
oertain  abmn«  Bat  so  anrely  as  the  qaeation 
waa  propog»d>  Maifpuet  wotdd  rouae  heradf. 
She  called  up  ff  langnid  «nule!  tö  grace  thfe 
beauty  of  her  Ups ;  she  oontposed.her  yoice  to 
an  even  and  a  cheerful  key.  She  aaamd  her 
&ther  Üiat  she  was  perfecäjr.  well.  The  old 
man,  fixed  to  his  pnrpose,  and  .wQIing  to  de» 
ceive  himself,  was  easily  satisfied.  He  kisaed 
her  parched  and  buming  Ups,  and  aknost  be- 
lieved  that  what  he  fotmd  there  was  the  genial 
glow  of  health ;  he  fdt  the  cold,  damminesa  of 
her  pelm,  and  thought  the  skin  waa  elastic  and 
dry.  He  said  to  himself,  She  must  know  the 
State  of  her  health  better  than  I  do ;  and  ahe 
aasnrea  me  she  ia  welL 


TUmwlay  \ntB  fke  day  appoittted  for  Ifae 
«edfing.    Ab  it  dieir  nesrer  aad  tnoKenear, 
MargvRtMt an  inBo^portaUe  kiad  oo her  spK 
ntgyUeigimig'herdawB'toearth.  Withallthe 
power  of  her  will  Bfae  resolntely  sent  the  vital 
prindpie  thron^  everjr  Joint  and  ardeulation 
m  her  frame.    8he  Tonsad  heraelfL    She  said  to 
kerovn  acraly  It  islitlife  now  that  venuans  to 
be  dcme;  The  Utteniesa  of  death  is  patt.  Twb 
dajB  inore,  and  all  will  be  over.    And  I  hav^ 
na  donbt^  that  whenthat  abalji  be  the  case^  t 
ihaH  feel  rdieved^    ^Thing«  without  all  re» 
medy,  triU  be  without  regBtd."    I  shall  m» 
longer  then  have  these  ttiange  shxiakings  and 
contnustionfi  of  the  bouI.    I  ahall  have  dis» 
cbaiged  a  greatdaty;  and  the  aense  of  this 
will  bring  ^th  it  coaogratulation*    The  reccd« 
laetion  4)f  my  childiah  partialitiea  will  then  be^ 
eame  a  crime.    I  shall  no  longer  dare  so  much 
aa  to.dream  of  William*  t 

But  with  the  best  intenlions  in  .the  worUi 
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and  with  all  ihe  resolution  of  which  her  nature 
was  capable^  ehe  grew  wone  frota  hour  to 
hour«  Her  mother,  aa  has  already  been  men- 
tioDed,  was  a  weak  womaa^  and  accnatomed  to 
yield  without  reaiatance  to  the  will  of  her  huB- 
band.  Bat  ehe  had  the  affectiona  of  a  mother. 
She  had  at.all  times  regarded  the  deciaiona  of 
lier  huaband  aa  so  many  orades.  He  was  a 
person  of  rank ;  she  was  by  birth  a  peasant'a 
daughter.  He  had  forfeited  the  fitvonr  of  hia 
family  by  marrying  her;  and  the  least  she 
could  do  in  retum,  was  to  take  care,  so  £ar  aa 
depended  on  her,  that  he  should  not  hanre 
further  reason  to  repent  his  rashness. 

But  the  mother  of  Maigaiet,  witb  all  pos- 
sible  Submission  to  the  will  of  her  hnsband, 
could  not  in  every  case  see  things  in  the  same 
light  in  which  he  saw  them.  Her  mind  waa 
formed  on  a  different  principle.  Her  actiona 
were  r^ulated  by  another  code«  She  had  not 
the  smaUeat  tincture  of  ambition  in  her*  com- 
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pontkm.    Sb»  was  therefoie  much  more  dear* 

Bighted  aa  to  the  eacteraal  face  of  thinga^  and 

the  detenoration  of  her  daughter'8  health  than 

he  was»  Margaret  ne?er  complaiiied*   She  iraa 

iDSmtely  above  tbe  pitifol  art,  the  low  trick, 

of  endeavottriiig  to  make  her  mother  a  party 

agamat  the  will  of  her  faiher^  to  which  she 

beraelf  professed  to  sabmit.    Such  aa  she  waa 

to  one  of  her  parents,  she  was  to  the  other.  She 

never  thonght  of  sacrificing  hersdf  by  halvea» 

She  woidd  not  for  tbe  World  bare  introduced 

diBcord  linder  her  parental  roof.    Her  whole 

flool  waa  aiinplictty.    Her  whole  oonduct  was 

of  a  pieoe.    She  nerer  told  her  rqpreta ;  she 

nefer  whispered  them  to  the  vacant  air;  her 

Kheme  was  entire  self-eonqneat^  wHhoiit  re- 

Mrving  one  comer  in  her  heart  for  weaknesa 

oribUy. 
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tfanes  found  me  an  obedieat  wife.  Bat  ycfa, 
my  only  cluld,  are  about  to  leate  me,  to  be 
placed  under  another  juriBdiction,  and  to  dwell 
under  a  stranger  roof.  I  know  that  this  ia  tbe 
law  of  our  existence  in  society,  and  I  could 
have  Bubmitted.  I  could  have  borne  it,  if  the 
change  had  promised  to  be  a  happy  one  for 
yoü.    But^  oh^  Margaret  !-— 

Think  you,  because  I  have  been  a  eilent, 
that  I  have  been  an  inattentive,  obsenrer  of 
yoa  and  your  goings  on  ?  You  look  to  my 
eye^  like  a  victim  that  is  to  be  Bacrificed,  like 
an  innoceut  creature,  who  had  fallen  under  the 
gripe  of  the  law,  and  who,  having  been  pro» 
nounced  guilty,  has  the  days  of  hia  ahort 
remaming  exiatence  numbered  on  the  calendar. 
If  I  aaw  the  matter  otherwiae,  my  feeling 
would  have  been  diffierent.  If  I  thought  onlj 
of  a  marriage  the  acheme  of  wbkh  had  beea 
adected  by  your  f ather,  I  would  have  atood  by 
and  aaid  nothing.    He  haa  made  hia  choioe; 
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«ad  tliis  k  aoeoidmg  to  the  pmctiee  of  tlioie 
who  live  with  ufi^  and  ÜUMe  that  lived  before 
UB.  Yoa  have  aabacribed  to  bis  dboke;  and  I 
should  have  sabecribcd  too.  I  ahould  have 
been  contented  that  you  formed  other  and 
nearer  tiea  than  thoae  which  have  hitherto 
sabsiated  between  you  and  me;  and,  impreaaed 
with  the  thought  of  the  comparative  narrow- 
ness  of  my  underatanding,  I  diould  not  have 
amcdved  myself  entitled  to  look  minutely  into 
the  affidr,  and  to  have  weigfaed  ita  merita  in  my 
private  acale. 

Bat  I  do  not  view  the  matter  in  that  light« 
Not  having  the  prejndices  your  father  bas^  not 
bdng  Bvrallowed  np^  aa  he  ia,  in  the  viaion  of 
aomething  that  he  prizea  beyond  the  power  of 
worda  to  deacribe,  I  auppoae  I  aee^more  clearly 
the  tliinga  that  are  before  me.  I  aee  the  dim- 
neaa  of  yonr  eye ;  I  aee  the  deadly  palenesa  of 
your  cheek.  I  have  attentively  remarked  the 
cold  damp  diat  bedewa  yonr  forehead^  and  the 
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UDhealthy  pink  that  front  time  to  tiine  marks 
your  countenance.  You  will  not  hve,  my 
Margaret !  Tour  heart  ia  broken^  my  Marga^» 
ret!  I  could  follow  you  to  the  altar;  bnt  I 
cannot  follow  you  thither^  when  at  a  shoit 
diatanoe  beyond  I  see  the  tomb. 

Teil  me^  my  cbild,  if  this  is  not  so  I  Do  not 
refiiae  your  confidence  to  me^  your  mother! 
If  you  can  assure  me  that  you  sball  be  happy, 
that  peace  will  dwell  within  your  boaom^  tbat 
you  accept  with  your  whole  soul  the  huaband 
that  your  father  has  chosen  for  you,  tbat  bealtfa 
will  attend  the  scene  of  your  married  life,  and 
that  you  fed  yourself  capable  of  cheerfolly 
diacharging  its  duties,  it  is  enough ;  I  ahall  be 
satiafied;  I  will  beliere  a  child,  that  nevcr 
from  the  hour  that  ahe  waa  capable  of  diaün- 
guiahing  good  from  eril,  told  her  mother  ao 
untruth. 

Margaret  waa  overwhelmed  by  the  solenm 
appeal  made  to  her  by  her  mother.  She  acQured 
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her  t6  stop.  She  said,  T<m  shoidd  not  haTe 
dtme  this/iiiotlier.I  But  tbe  good  woman,  as 
has  abeady  been  flaid,  was  elevated  above  her- 
sdf.  She  had  woiked  heraelf  up  to  meet  the 
oecadon^  and  woidd  not  be  interrupted.  She 
was  wholly  unUke  what  she  had  been  foond  at 
aay  other  season.  She^  who  had  all  her  Iife 
been  paashe  and  neutral,  was  at  once  swelled 
ioto  independence.  It  was  for  a  Iife,  the  Iife 
sf  the  creature  that  she  loyed  most  deeply  on 
the  hce  of  the  eartfa.  . 

As  the  appeal  proceeded,  Margaret  was 
drowned  in  a  flood  of  tears.  She  sobbed ;  her 
hosom  heayed;  it  seemed ahnost  as  if  her  heart 
woold  bUrsttbe  boi^i^ary  that  inclosed  it. 

The  mother  finished.  She  ended  with  the 
ildQpration  iliat  Maigaret  woold  ponr  her  whole 
heart 'fttto  the  bosom  of  her  that  bore  her. 
SQence  ensued  $  a  silence  that  was  nnbroken 
oo  either  part  for  some  minutes*  The  mother 
woold  have  foUowed  with  caresses  the  words 
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flhe  had  ntterecL  Bat  there  was  aometUng  in 
Mai^^aret'B  manner  that  forbade  it;  a  ao« 
lenmity  aa  of  one  prepaiing  for  the  oonaum* 
matioo  of  what  she  meditated.  Tet  Mai^aret 
was  the  gentlest  creatare  that  lived.  There 
was  atrangely  mized  with  the  loftineaa  of  her 
resignation,  an  imploring  geature^  tiiat  aaked 
for  forbearanoe  and  pity,  the  most  childlike 
that  it  is  possible  to  imagine« 

She  composed  her  featorea  into  an  expreaaion 
of  exemplary  resignation.  It  was  nerertheleaa 
sufficiently  perceptible  to  an  obaerving  eye  that 
ahe  was  playing  a  part. 

From  my  heait^  mother^  I  thank  you.  Yea, 
I  alwaya  knew  your  love^  and  knew,  however^ 
Bke  the  lamp  of  Vesta,  it  bumed  for  erer,  that 
it  would  diaplay  its  greatest  power  on  the 
greateat  occaaion.  I  ought  to  haye  expected 
firom  you  what  I  have  now  witneaaed.  Bnt  it 
ia  to  no  purpose.  I  have  choaen  my  part. 
Here  is  my  hand  (said  she,  stretching  it  firom 
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the  bed):  see^  if  I  am  not  finn.  Put  yoar 
fingen  upon  my  pulse :  you  will  find  tlut  k 
bette  with  entire  «teadmees  and  regularity. 
nüfl  18  the  greatett  trial  to  wUch  I  can  ever 
be  odled.  Permit  me  to  riee.  I  will  but  put 
OD  my  moming  dreas.    I  will  go  to  my  Iktber. 

The  mother  caiefully  watebed  all  her  mo- 
tions*  The  mind  of  Margaret  waa  fixed ;  but 
her  frame  was  uneqoal  to  the  exertion.  She 
tremUed^  and  was  compelled  inatantly  to  seat 
herself. 

Never  mind !  nerer  mind,  dear  mother !  I 
shall  go  through  with  it  yet.  I  will  not  hurry 
myaelf .  I  was  to  blame  to  be  in  a  hurry.  Let 
the  giri  come  to  me.  Let  me  have  spme 
breakfast»  I  have  not  been  well.  I  have  had 
some  bad  dreams.  I  will  go  about  it,  as  fits 
the  duty  o^  a  daughter.  I  will  go  through  it, 
and  my  fiither  shall  be  satisfied.  Never  fear 
me,  mother :  you  shall  find  that  you  had  no 
nced. 
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The  good  woman  shook  her  head  wtth  a 
moumfiil  air.  Bat  she  did,  as  ahe  was  deaired» 
She  lefk  the  room ;  and  the  girl  preaenüy  made 
her  appearaoce. 

The  mother  iaatanily  proceeded  from  the 
i^artmenj^  of  Margaret  to  the  gard^  vbere 
ahe  fouDd  her  huaband^  as  she  expected.  He 
iras  sitting  on  a  bench« 

Well^  my  love^  said  he,  ha^e  you  seeo  our 
daughter  this  moming?  How  is  ahe?  I 
expect  her  spark  and  my  lord  to  be  with  me 
within  the  hour. 

I  have  fiieen  Margaret.  She  is  very  ilK  She 
wanted  to  oome  to  you;  but  she  coul4  not. 
She  has  been  obliged  to  remain  where  she  was. 

Tes,  yes^  I  know  she  has  been  nnwell«  She 
is  a  simple  girl,  and  likes  the  banks  of  the 
Sevem,  where  sbe  was  bom  and  bred^  better 
than  she  does  the  North*  Bat  she  is  a  datiful 
diild;  and  she  will  find  her  virtoe  and  her 
daty  crowned  with  an  ample  reward. 


XIV.  BB1.0BAIVX.  215 


Indeed^  wj  Icfve,  sfae  wffl  not.  Her  lot  ia 
em.  Her  leward  and  her  crows  wiH  be  in 
hmnOf  and  not  here. 

Msorice^  I  have  hardly  erer  had  the  oonrage 
to  speak  to  yon,  to  contracBct  you.  We  have 
fiied  npon  ihese  terms  now  for  almoattwenty 
years;  and  I  thought  to  have  gone  oii  so  to 
the  end»  I  do  not  matter  for  myself .  I  do 
not  live  for  mysdf,  but  for  you.  It  haa  been 
my  purpoae,  that  every  attention  I'  coidd  give, 
dumM  be  for  yoor  accommodation.  I  have 
bot  one  other  tie  to  the  world. 

Forgive  me,  if  I  love  Margaret  nearly  as  weü 
aa  I  love  you.  We  have  but  this  one*  I  know 
tliat  you  are  a  skve  to  thie  prIde  of  birth^  and 
the  trappings  of  nolrility.  The  longer'you  have 
been  condemned  to  be  without  them,  you  kvr 
tfacm  the  more«  Old  man,  old  man^  what  will 
you  do  without  your  daughCer  ?  Ton  have 
l^sen  aocttstomed  to  see  her  every  day :  when 
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yott  do  not  see  her^  you  think  of  her.  What 
will  you  do  with  your  nobility,  if  you  have 
none  to  inherit  it  aller  you  ?  Will  you  give 
your  daughter  in  exchange  for  it  ?  You  may 
indeed  place  a  Coronet  on  her  coffin.  Tou  may 
bury  her  in  the  sepulchre  of  tbe  Borradales. 
Will  tliat  be  a  sufficient  equivalent^  and  satiefy 
you  for  cutting  off  the  thread  of  her  life  ? 

The  old  man  was  greatly  startied  with  this 
address.  The  view  of  things  that  was  thus 
forced  upon  bis  attention,  was  new  to  bim. 
He  was  not  without  bis  superstition.  He  was 
a  believer,  if  I  may  so  far  force  the  word  from 
its  ordinary  acceptation,  in  second  sight.  He 
believed  that  mortals,  upon  extraordinary  oc« 
casions,  have  a  secret  «ympathy  with  tbe  invi- 
sible  and  tbe  future.  He  bad  never  seen  bis 
wife  in  tbe  least  like  what  be  now  saw  her. 
8be  was  as  one  inspired.  Her  organs  seemed 
as  if  they  were  usurped  and  taken  possession 
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<rf  bf  a  power  above  hmel^  aa  if  het  imoon^ 
flcioas  temirae  waa  made.  a  vcbicle  to  deelane 

the  aecxets  of  tbe  world  amknoivit» 

«   •  ♦ "  j" 

He  made  Uttle  aaawer^  and  requesjted  to  be 
left  akme.  He  seid»  I  ezpect  lord  Bormdale 
and  hta  aon  anon.  The  mother  had  the  dis* 
cemment  to  see^  that  the  salutary  wound  ahe 
porposed  to  inflict,  had  taken  effect.  She 
bdieved  it  was  better  to  leave  the  thing  as  it 
was,  tban  to  irritate  her  husband  by  further 
contradkrtion« 

Lord  Borradale  and  bis  son  arrived,  as  the j 

were  expected  to  do.    They  found  the  old  man 

oniiwially  thoughtM  and  sadt  They  had  uttered 

Uttle  more  tban  the  customary  compliments 

and  enquiries,  wben  Margaret  joined  them« 

She  was  leaning  on  ibeann  of  her  mother.   The 

yoangman,  who  hadbeen  bred  in  theknowledge 

of  aU  the  courtesies  of  life,  flew  towards  her^ 

and  with  a  gaUant  air  took  h^  by  the  band. 

Lord   Borradale  had  been   absent   aereral 

w 
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ireeks«  He  fixed  bis  eye  on  ihe  intecded 
bride.  He  Iiad  diOBen  her  originally  as  he 
would  have  ehosen  a  atatne  from  the  hands  of 
Fhidias  or  Lysippufi  to  place  in  his  galleiy. 
Hia  choice  had  been  founded  firat  Qpon  a  mi* 
niature  that  had  accidentally  fallen  in  hia  way,' 
and  then  upon  a  portrait  of  the  aice  of  life. 
He  had  aubaequently  visited  her  in  peraon. 
She  had  paaaed  idctorioualy  through  theae 
aucceaaive  examinationa. 

Lord  Borradale  waa^  inhiaqualityof  avirtu- 
oaoy  elegans  spectator  formarumy  '^a  diaoeming 
obaenrer  of  the  pretenaiona  of  the  human  figure 
and  countenance/'  Margaret  now  atood  before 
him  with  all  her  original  graoea  of  peraon^  and 
all  that  exquiaite  beauty  of  feature^  by  which 
he  had  been  atmck  from  the  firat.  Bnt  there 
ii^aa  mnch  that  he  oould  no  longer  perceive. 
Where  waa  the  celeatial  roay  red  in  her  cheek^ 
that  ao  beautifully  contraated  with  the  alabaa- 
ter  faimeaa  of  her  forehead  ?    Where  waa  that 
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gbw  of  health^  and  that  endiantiiig  smale  of 
content^  wUch  had  onoe  .fbrmed  the  crown  of 
ha  i^peanmoe }  Where  was  tfae  ahew  of  firai, 
pkini»,  elastic  substance^  which  had  taugiit  tiie 
ipeckator  to  beliem  that  panuiiae  was  to  be 
finad  in  lier:  eoobraoes  ? 

Sbe  wonld  still  hanre  senred  perba]»  to  tfae 
statoary,  as  a  modd  for  a  Niobe  mouzning  for 
her  desolate  and  childkss  conditioiiy  ot  rather 
for  an  Iphigenia  in  Aulis^  as^  she  wasdelivewd 
orer  by  ber  fi&ther  tatbe  priest,  that  she  might 
be  sacrificed  on  the  altar  of  Diana.  She  seemed 
as  if  the  thread  of  her  life  were  already  cut,  as 
if  sbe  had  already  recdTod  the  mortal  wound> 
the  traoe  of  ii^di  wasindeed  nnseen,  bat  wbkh 
had  £all  mmij  marked  her  for  the  grare« 

This  was  not  the  thing  that  lord  Borradale 
had  contemplated*  He  wanted^  as  I  haye  said, 
a  beantifal  and  graceful  bride,  to  preside  at  his 
tabk,  and  do  the  bonours  to  his  visitors.  He 
wanied  an  object  for  envy^  not  for  pity.    He 

l2 


220  JDSI.OEAXNE.  CUV 

waoted  a  heaUh-breathing  and  fruitfiil  mother 
to  kU  poslerity^  tbat»  of  the  nöbility  of  Bona* 
dak«  Crmttt  mmarkUe  numerety  multoaqueper 
annos  Staret  fortuna  domu»^  et  avi  numera- 

He  Btarted  at  tbe  sight  of  lier«  .He  aaid^ 
My  disar»  pmin^&ai  y^ry  ill.  He  tunied  to  the 
falber^  esdaiming^  iHere  isi  BomethiQg  wrong. 
Have  you  ealled  ia  {Hroper  advice  ?  I  muBt  by 
all  meaiiB  request  tbat  the  raarriage  may  be 
defenred.  -  Thuraday  must  no  longer  stand,  as 
we  had  purpoaed. 

The  eyes  of  the  falber  were  opened«  He 
had  been  pie?ioiialy  strack  witb  the  expostqla« 
tion  of  the  mother«.  She  had  appeared  to  faini 
like  a.  pn^hetess,  delivering  äie  oracles  of 
heaven.  The  waming  ehe  had  pronoanced  to 
him^  was  impresBively  inforced  by.the  sotne 


ft  t*i 


'The  rece  might  be  immortal,  the  fortone  of  the  houae 
perpetuated  for  myriads  of  years,  and  the  raccesBion  oon* 
tiaoed  .throf gb  cohhUmb  goBerations." 
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befbre  hlm^  the  meek  siAmilssieli  ailoB  daiigli- 
ter,  trembfin^  and  deadly  pd«,  and^  the  eliect 
that  had  olmoQsIy  beeii  produced  Hpon  lord 
Bomidale. 

No,  my  lord,  exclaimed  he,  nrither  llmraday , 
HOT  any  future  thne.  Pftrdon  m^j  I  have  been 
dazzied  with  your  lordsdiip'e  noble  and  gene- 
rous  proposkioüB.  My  daügliter  had  a  lover, 
her  eqnal  as  cor  drcumfilaMes  then  stood,  who 
oDce  Baved  her  life,  and  between  whoün  and  hct- 
tdf  there  subsiBted  a  ihottsttotd  endearments. 
But  ahe  so  generously  cone^sted  to  sacvifice 
hersetf  to  my  fooliah  and  contemptiUe  ambition, 
tfiat  I  was  deceived^  I  thonght  that,  where 
there  was  a*  heroical  reaolaticta,  every  thing 
eise  would  follow.  I  accepted  her  Btffrender. 
I  admired  her  filid  reaignation,  and  believed 
ihat  with  so  much  vlrtue,  ehe  oould  not  fail  ta 
be  happy.  I  have  played  the  tyrant.  My 
bowelB  yeamed  for  her:  but  I  have  said  every 
day,  ^'A  little  more  perfleverance,  and  all  will 
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beright« '  I  have  gone  far;  I  have  ertorted  her 
consent ;  I  have  been  the  means  of  baniahing 
tbc  lord  of  ber  aiSBctiona.to  the  other  eide  of 
the  globe;  it  woold  be  fcolish  to  give  in  now/' 

But  no;  I  will  not  be  the  death  of  my  Mar- 
garet. She  ia  of  ten  thousand  times  greatev 
valae  thon  I  am.  She  is  worth  all  the  world. 
Wbat  shall  I  ever  hereafter  think  al  myself^  if 
I  were  tobe  the  means  of  the  mificarriage  of  so 
glorious  a  Creatore  ?  The  immurmuring  sacri- 
fice  that  she  has  consented  to  make  of  her 
most  bosom  preCerence  and  her  dearest  affec* 
tions^  gives  her  an .  omnipotent  title  to  my 
tendemess  and  indulgence.  Shall  I  take  this 
willing  victim^  and  lead  her  like  a  lambto  the 
slaog^iter? 

No;  Maigarety  beloved  of  my  soid^  call  back 

yonr  health»  call  back  the  roses  to  your  diedca^ 

nd  serenity  to  your  aoul !    Never  more  shaU 

you  be  thwarted  by  me.    I  will  not  break  your 

heart.    Heal^  I  intreat  yaQ>  carefoUy  heal  the 
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noiiiids  that  my  obdoiacy  haa  inflicted  on 
you! 

My  lord^  I  iatreat  you  to  allow  me  to  resign 
into  yoor  hands  this  pleasant  xelreat^  ahdtered 
aa  it  18  under  the  wing  of  your  magnifieent 
maoaion.  I  deaLre  nothing  better,  thaa  to  re- 
turn  to  tbe  little  ahepherd'a  hat,  that  for  ao 
many  yeera  formed  my  letreat  on  the  banlsa  of 
the  Sevem.  I  bid  faxewek  to  the  Uhialona  and 
enticementa  of  ambition.  Mai^garet,  my  be* 
loved  Maigaaret,  henceforth  I  will  love  nothing 
bat  you.  I  have  been  in  danger  of  loaiag  you, 
aad  I  ahut  my  eyea  on  the  danger.  Cheer  up, 
my  child  1  No  longer  ^^  with  yoor  vaiied  lida 
aedL  for  yoor  choaen  lover  in  the  duatP' 
Henceforth  I  will  be  yoor  indentured  semoit, 
haying  no  will  bat  yoora,  aeeking  for  nothing 
so  mach  aa  your  gratificaticm.  and  content. 

We  wiU  immediately  send  to  WiBiam  from 
the  other  aide  of  the  globe.  Be  aaauved,  he 
will  come,  and  that  aoddenly.    He  lovea  no* 
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thing  bat  you.  He  knows  no  happiness^  but 
in  your  endearments  and  your  smiles,  Hence- 
Ibrth  Üie  sun  of  no  day  shall  shine  bat  upon  the 
advancement  and  completiön  of  your  wiabes. 

Margaret  beard  tbe  words  of  her  falber  with 
uncontroled  amazement  and  transport.  Sbe 
leaned  apon  ber  motber;  sbe  tottered  to  a 
seat;  tbe  moiber  drew  a  cbsdr  near  ber;  tbe 
poor  girl  bid  ber  face  in  ber  motber*9  neck ; 
sbe  wept  abundantly;  ber  frame  was  convulsed 
with  ber  sobs;  sbe  was  unable  to  utter  a  word. 

The  whole  scene  was  to  ber  a  scene  of  en« 
cbantment  and  miracle.  Tbe  dutifui  giri  bad 
prepared  berself  to  do  wbatever  ber  fatber  re- 
quired.  She  bad  bid  all  tbe  aspirations  of  ber 
soul  be  still;  sbe  bad  determined  to  be  notbing, 
if  not  dutifui.  If  sbe  bad  sunk,  and  must 
ultimately  have  expired  under  tbe  greatness  of 
tbe  trial,  it  would  at  least  not  bave  been  for 
want  of  the  firmest  resolution^  and  tbe  sbarpest 
and  most  anflincbing  struggles.    And  now^ 
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that  all  tUfl  ahould  suddenly  be  tenmnated  by 
her  &ther^8  gi^^ng  up  hia  cherished  projects, 
Coming  ovet  to  favour  and  encourage  the 
dearest  secret  of  her  thonghts^  and  telUng  her 
that  nothii^  would  make  him  ho  happy  as  her 
Union  with  the  object  of  her  earliest  affections, 
thia  was  more  than  her  most  ardent  hopea  could 
hare  aapired  to,  and  went  beyond  the  boonds 
of  her  wildeat  credality. 

Lord  Borradale  was  Struck  with  the  scene 

before  him.    He  was  of  a  cold  and  unimpas- 

sioned  nature;   bat  the  coldest   natures  ar^ 

Bometimes  liable  to  be  excited  upon  extraordi- 

nary  occasions;  and  then  it  not  seldom  hap- 

pens,  that  the  flame,  so  difficuh  to  Hght,  c^tches 

with  a  pertinacity,  and  bums  with  a  steadiness, 

thoogh  not  a  fervour,  that  might  do  honour  to 

a  nobler  class  of  characters.    He  was  edified 

uid  impressed,  as  who  would  not  have  been  ? 

with  the  dutiful  self-abandonment  of  this  noble 

creatare.    He  resolved  not  to  be  outdone  in 

l5 
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generoraty«  He  tdd  the  fiither  of  the  girl> 
that  he  forgav«  him  .U  hi.  engagementa,  <nd 
approved  of  bis  present  dedsion«.  He  added^ 
that  he  could  not  expres»  bis  admiration  of  the 
gallantry  of  Margaretes  conduct,  and  was  de« 
terminedj  as  far  as  he  could  contrire  it,  that 
they  should  not  be  losers  by  the  present  alter- 
ation.  He  approved  of  the  proposition  of  their 
retuming  back  to  their  residence  in  Somerset- 
shire^  and  engaged  to  settle  an  income  of  two 
hundred  a  year  on  the  father^  and  to  give  the 
daughter  a  thousand  pouuds  as  a  marriage 
portion. 

The  young  gentleman  conducted  Mmself  witb 
the  most  edifying  philosophy  on  tbis  critical 
occasion.  He  had  been  ready  to  marry  bis 
cousin,  because  bis  father  recommended  it. 
He  believed  her  to  be  as  good^  or  nearly  ao^  as 
a  Grecian  statue.  But  he  did  not  doubt^  though 
he  was  so  acutely  disappointed  in  the  present 
instanccj  that  bis  merits  would  procure  bim  a 
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rateUe  eatoMkhinent  and  a  beautiAil  btide» 
fAo  migirt  heicBfter  be  preacnted  with  himflelf 
at  oourt  to  the  admiiatioa  of  a  ctowded  and  a 
briUiaDt  dnnfiB|p*rooni« 
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CHAPTER  XV. 


Thb  sudden  change  which  took  place  in  tbe 
üeelings  and  prospects  of  Maigaret  was  of  tbe 
moBt  memorable  nature.  It  was  like  a  reprieve 
to  the  unfortonate  wretch  who  has  already 
mounted  the  scaffold.  It  was  like  the  unex- 
pected  announcemeut  of  favoiurable  Symptoms 
to  the  sick  man  who  has  received  his  last  ab- 
Solution^  and  passed  through  the  sacrament  of 
the  extreme  miction.  This  person  has  in  sup» 
Position  entered  the  moumful  portal  through 
which  all  mortals  must  pass;  he  has  shaken 
hands  with  hope;  he  is  satisfied  that  help  ia 
vain;  he  has  dismissed  the  illusions  of  the 
World;  the  grave  has  opened  its  jaws  to  receive 
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him.  l^emuflclesoflttscoTiiitenanceare  fallen; 

upon  his  eye^balla  lest  tiie  sadnesd  of  a  com* 

peUed  resignation.    If  theo  uneicpected  tidings 

of  gladnesa  veach  bis  esr,  urhat  music  is  there 

inthe  sound !  It  has  ihe  long-drawn^  ddicious 

mdody  of  the  Lydiän  lyre.    ile  belteves  thai 

he  flhall  once  again  bebold  the  bhie  heavens 

and  the  green  earth,  breathe  the  Tireath  olF 

healih,  and  scent  the  fragrance  of  the  morning 

air.    He  apprdiended  that  he  had  Hohe  with 

all  thhigB  subhinafy^  and  persuaded  himself 

tbat  they  had  ho  longer  any  beaitty  io'hii 

spirit.    Bnt  how  x&  every  thing  changed  in  a 

moment)   A  new  life  has  descended  upon  him. 

It  iB  the  birth  not  of  an  onconscious  infant^  but 

the  regeneration  of  a  matured  humanity^'  of  a 

Creatore  who  bnows^  and  knows  the  more  per- 

fectly  becanse  he  believed  the  whole  at  an  end, 

Uie  jo]rB  of  Sensation^  of  thought^  of  reflection^ 

of  a  conscious  being^  admitted  to  mix  once 


S2dO  DSLOIUIKB«  CH« 

tnore  in  the  aetivity^  and  hopes,  and  bsay 
Bcene  of  things  bdow« 

Margaret  and  her  parents  were  not  long  in 
removing  from  their  new  habitation,  and  re- 
tuming  to  the  scene  of  her  former  joyB.  As 
they  entered  the  neighbourhood^  and  canght 
Bight  of  the  village  spire^  how  did  her  heart 
leap  within  her  1  She  oonld  no  longer  contam 
hemelf .  She  be^^ed  to  be  allowed  to  leave 
the  carriage^  and  walk  the  remamder  of  the 
diatance.  She  was  in  no  huny.  She  was 
rather  deairoi»  to  savour  the  sweeta  of  this  her 
genuine  home  at  her  leiaore.  Her  mind  would 
then  change.  Altemately  ehe  leaped  like  a 
young  roe  on  the  monntaina,  or  adyanced  with 
auch  slow  and  meaaured  stepe^  as  if  she  wished 
that  the  tell->tale  air  might  not  ayUable  the  le- 
port  of  what  ehe  did.  Her  father  aupported 
her^  and  led  her  on.  He  opened  the  Uttle 
widcet  that  admitted  them  to  the  gaiden.    A 


penrant  ttireaif  spftactd  «t  tte  doot»  and  in^ 
yüed  them  tp  ent^.  Maqgftrdt  feil  do#n.<ni 
the  cnlih,  aad  kiswd  tfae  threBhold»  and  baüied 
it  widi  her  teaxB*  Nerer^  naver  flgain  had  ab« 
hoped  to  enjoy  this  lumpealia))!»  happioeas^  It 
▼aa  a  fall  and  a  rieh  reward  lor  aU  that  abe 
lad  latefy  suffiBred« 

And  Bow  caaoe  the  queation  of  ihe  retum  of 
Williaiii^  and  the  meeting^  the  image  of  which 
die  dwelt  on  fbr  ever.  She  did  not  doubt  that 
he  woald  come  back  on  the  whiga  of  ajonpathy^ 
the  fint  moment  it  would  be  practicable  to  do 
io,  after  having  receiyed  her  firther'a  letter. 

She  allowed  her  ftither  to  be  the  omnmmii* 
calor  of  good  tidinga.  She  believed  that  that 
waa  the  beat  form  ki  which  they  cotdd  be  con» 
Teyed«  The  old  man  wrote  in  the  f rankpeaa  of 
hia  new^fiound  liberty^  intreating  to  be  forgiven 
for  bis  iigostice^  deacribing  the  fidelity  of  Mar- 
garet, atating  in  explidt  terma  how  her  in- 
▼incible  affectiona^  invincible  even  to  her  own 
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mögt  strenuooB  effbrts^  had  conquered  his 
worldly-mindedness,  inviting  William  to  re- 
turn  with  the  least  possible  dday^  and  assuring 
him  that  the  life  of  his  beloved  hung  mupended 
upon  the  promptness  of  his  compliance.  To 
thia  epistle  Margaret  aubjoined  a  postacript, 
written  with  the  simplicity  which  so  eminently 
distin^shed  her,  and  couched  in  terms  of  the 
most  fervent  and  mibomided  rq^rd. 

William  had  been  already  some  months  in 
Canada,  before  this  letter  came  to  his  hands. 
The  stmggle  of  Margaret  had  been  of  consider- 
able  duration;  she  had  placed  herseif  entirely 
at  the  disposal  of  her  father ;  it  was  by  slow 
degrees  that  the  work  of  destruction  manifested 
itself  in  her  frame;  and  it  was  nothing  less 
than  the  fuU  conviction  of  every  bystander  that 
her  life  would  be  the  sacrifice^  which  brought 
about  so  memorable  and  milooked-for  a  revo- 
lution. 

William  welcomed  the  letter  with  unimagin- 
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able  transport«  It  was  in  desperalion  only  that 
ke  faad  yielded  to  the  remonstrances  of  Bou- 
▼erie^  and  cousented  to  fiveJ  He  had  never  for 
one  moment  üfted  bis  head  in  cheerfulness. 
He  bid  moved  about  on  the  deck  of  the  yesiiel, 
and  in  the  oolony  after  he  arriyed,  rather  like 
a  meagre,  gliding^  unlaid  ghost^  than  a  living 
member  of  the  Community  of  man.  He  had  no 
«pirit  in  him.  He  was  like  a  man  that  had 
almost  forgot  to  speak^  or  at  least  who  spoke 
with  reluctance^  and  to  whom  ihe  most  ördi- 
aary  commiuiications  dt  human  Society  were 
sttended  with  effort  and  pain.  There  was  no 
sullenness;  the  original  gentleness  of  Ais  frame 
öf  mind  remained  undiminished ;  but  the  mwi 
spring  fhat  maintaibed  the  Operations  of  the 
machinewas  wom  out^andseemed  asif  itwere 
tfverf  moment  in  danger  to  perish  ahogether. 
He  wept^  as  though  he  w6pt  not;  he  used 
wfaaterer  presented  itsdf  to  bis  hands,  as  one 
possessing  höüilng ;  he  walked^  as  a  man  that 
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walkB  in  his  sleep^  wliose  eyes  are  open^  but 
the  aense  that  sbould  accompany  them  is  akut. 
'^Even  flach  a  man^  so  dull,  so  dead  in  look, 
so  woe-begone,''  was  William^  who  not  many 
months  before  had  been  the  life  of  every  drcle, 
the  envy  of  all  his  companions,  the  happiest  of 
the  happy. 

When  he  receired  the  letter  of  the  father  of 
his  beloved,  he  could  not  believe  his  eyes.  He 
recognised  the  handwriting  in  a  moment:  every 
thing  that  had  relation  to  Margaret  made  an 
impression  lipon  him  never  to  be  obliterated. 
He  said^  For  what  purpose  is  this  letter  ad- 
dressed  to  me?  There  is  nothing  left  to  be 
demanded  of  me«  I  have  surrendered  ereiy 
thing.  I  have  abandoned  the  casket  whete 
every  thing  that  was  dear  to  me  was  enshrined. 
I  have  evacuated  the  fortress  which  could  alone 
have  preserved  me  from  every  ill.— Yet^  what- 
ever  the  letter  might  contain^  it  was  welcome 
to  him.    It  must  bring  him  news  of  his  Mar« 
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garet,  of  ope  for  ever  lost,  bat  wbo  could  not 
&il[to  be^dear  to  bim  as  tbe  ligbt  of  bis  eyet, 
and  mast  always  be  remembered  by  bim,  aa 
that  being  wbo  alone  of  all  mortal  eziatences 
bad  made  bis  beart  beat  witb  tbe  deepeat  in-» 
tereat,  and  tbe  most  perfect  rapture« 

William  read  tbe  letter  tbree  times^  before 
be  oould  properly  be  aaid  to  comprebend  ooe 
Word  of  its  meaning.  It  waa  a  ligbt  from  bea** 
▼en  tbat  sbone  all  romid  bim,  and  extinguisbed 
in  bim  for  a  time  tbe  faculty  of  seeing«  It 
coold  not  be  true.  Tbe  words  miut  bave  a 
TOf^^ijng  difierent  from  tbat  wbicb  waa  obviona 
and  direct.  It  was  like  aa  if  tbe  letter  bad 
been  written  in  an  alpbabet  tbat  waa  familiat 
to  bim,  at  tbe  aame  time  tbat  it  presented 
worda  be  bad  never  seen  before,  or  bad  never 
aeen  in  sucb  a  combination.  Tbat  tbe  &tber 
of  Mai^garet  sbonid  bave  written  to  invite  bia 
Rtnm,  and  to  aue  to  bim  to  accept  tbe  band  of 
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kis  dangliier^  ÜbtLt  hüitt,  wlio  had  proired  him* 
aelf  die  veriest  slave  öf  gGtter  and  ostentation, 
who  waa  in  bis  mind  a  most  merciless  tyrant, 
who  had  not  heaitated  to  break  the  most  perfect 
of  all  ties^  a  hannony  and  consent  of  sonls  trbich 
nothing  could  parallel.    It  was  impossible ! 

He  beliered,  and  disbeliered.    But  the  most 
agreeable  State  of  mind  gradaally  became  the 
predominant.    He  trod  in  air.    He  could  not 
well  teil  where  he  was^  or  in  what  part  of  the 
World.    For  a  short  inteiral,  every  door  thst 
^6ned  he  ezpected  would  set  Maigaret  before 
him^  e^ery  new  direction  of  the  garden-walk 
he  pursued^  every  carriage  that  advanced  from 
the  other  end  of  the  street.    He  flew  to  Bon- 
yerie,  and  put  the  letter  in  bis  hands.    It  was 
well  for  bim  that  he  did  so.    The  sympathetic 
looks  of  bis  friend^  the  kind  tones  of  lus  voice^ 
modulated  by  feelings  of   eamest  affection, 
brougfat  Vinillam  back  firom  the  incoherent  and 
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the  unreal,  and  exdted  «i  }iim  Ü^-jideMof 
time  aod  place,  of  plana  to  be  pon8i4ered>  aad 
acb^mes  to  be  d^geBte^- 

BouTerie  at  once  perceived  that  it.w^^  ubt 
aroidalde  but  that  jb^  muBt  eiMMW.witb  WU- 
liam^  aod  aasiat  Uip  to  retura  witli  ajll  prac^ 
ticable  speed  to  bia  natiye  country.    Nq  pro^ 
^ect  of  improving  bis  fortime  oould  eater  into 
competition  with  the  imperious  B^ceaeity  h^ 
kit  to  throw  himaelf  at  the  fe^t  of  hia  beloved» 
and  yield  to  the  maater-paaaion  thi^;ate  up  all 
the  apringa  of  hia  being.    Even  if  hetetfi^  he 
ahould  Gonfonn  to  the  auggeationa  of  prudenc^, 
and  detenxuoe  to  take  advantage  of  the  patran* 
age  he  might  reaaonably  hope  fpr  in  the  oolonyi 
yet  the  mamag^  tib^t  waa  propoa^  to  bim  Bj^uat 
at  all  eventa  be  hia  $rst  atep^  and  tbei^  he  might, 
if  it  ^ppeared  digible,  recroaa  the  AÜantic  with 
hia  bride,  and  make  oneof  tbe  apecuktor^  who, 
in  thia  proritice  newly  acquired  \o  Great  Bn* 
tain,  aaw  a  thouaand  advantagea  leading  on  to 
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proflperityi  and  were  enchanted  with  tfae  h 
et  the  amusementB  of  a  Canadian  winter^  and 
the  rieh  exuberance  wUch  distinguiihed  iU 
Bummer. 

Some  small  deky  was  still  necessarjr.    Bon- 
verie,  and  the  young  men  o(  the  colony  who 
could  yet  discem  in  William  the  gall|uit  yonth 
he  had  heen^  and  anticipate  in  fancy  the  period 
when  he  would  break  through  the  cload  which 
had  hitherto  overwhelmed  him^  would  not  per- 
mit  him  to  leave  them  like  one  who  fled.    A 
vessel  was  about  to  quit  the  harbour  for  Elngland 
on  the  third  day  from  that  on  which  he  recdved 
the  welcome  epistle ;  and  by  that  vessel  he  dis* 
patched  an  answer,  announcing  that  he  shonld 
revisit  the  shores  of  Britain  in  one  month  from 
the  period  when  that  letter  should  reach  the 
hands  of  those  to  whom  it  was  directed.    It 
happened  that  he  was  able  to  name  the  vesse!, 
the  Roebuck^  merchantman,  of  Flymouth,  in 
which  he  shonld  take  bis  passage ;  and>  as  a 
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passenger  with  h]&  family  would  be  landed  at 
that  porty  while  the  ship  with  its  freight  pro- 
ceeded  to  London^  William  would  take  advan- 
tage  of  the  opportunity  to  quit  the  vessel^  and 
prooeed  by  land  to  the  place  where  his  mother 
had  lately  lived^  and  where  his  beloved  had 
newiy  taken  np  her  residence. 

From  tibe  tone  that  Margaretes  father  dis- 
patched  his  letter  to  Canada,  the  loye-sick  girl 
had  on  the  whole  enjoyed  a  sweet  serenity. 
She  anticipated  the  moBt  enviable  happiness. 
She  had  bat  to  connt  a  few  Short  months^  and 
her  William  would  join  her  again^  never  more 
to  be  separated.  She  feit  asaured  of  his  truth. 
She  feit  assured  of  his  forgiveness.  What  an 
iocredible  reverse  of  fortune  had  thus  be&Uen 
her !  The  future  she  had  lately  looked  forward 
to,  consisted  in  her  being  destined  to  what  waa 
constnied  as  the  most  intimate  union  within 
tbe  pale  of  our  social  institutions,  with  a  youth 
who  could  excite  in  her  neither  respect  nor 
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xaoming^  who  appesored  to  her  the  antlior 
of  her  present  fclicity .  In  the  «weetest  accente 
she'  lamented  over  the  disappointment  of  his 
piofpeqts^  iHid  €hid  herseif  that  any  mfinnity 
iat  hers'ehoidd  have  oocasioned  that  diaappoint- 
meoli'  Wfay  did  fae  give  way  to  her  weakneas  ? 
It  wDiild  ha^e  been  her  greateat  glory  to  he  the 
aacrifice  to  tiie  accompUahment  of  the  thing  he 
ainied  at.  At  the  aame  time  ahe  tlmnked  him 
in  mo8t  heart^fdt  tonea  for  her  William.  In 
thuB  generoasly  snrreDdering  the  edifice  of 
ideal'  greatneas  he  had  built  for  himaelf,  ahe 
GOnddered  him  as  the  antbor  of  all  her  happi- 
nea^«  He  was  a  second  time,  and  in  a  queation 
above  all  others  most  interesting  to  her,  her 
faher.  •  He  gave  her  lifa^  not  in  blindness  and 
igttöraAce,  bat  foeoaitae  he  loved  her  with  di- 
atfaigtiiahing  preference.  Erery  doy  of  that 
Meaaed  life  she  was  aasured  she  shonld  paaa 
with  her  William,  die  should  xeoollect  the  le- 
lentinga  and  condescenuon  of  her  fiither^  and 
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canaider  heraetf  as  indebted  for  all  to  hia  un* 
paraUeled  kindnesfl. 

In  this  harmoniotts  frame  of  spirit  it  ia  no 
wonder  that  the  healih  of  Margaret  perpetually 
improved*  The  unfarourable  symptoma  which 
80  alanaingly  thieotenied  ber  life^  one  by  one 
diaappeared^  and  kft  no  veatige  behind.  Her 
cfaedca  became  amooth,  and  reaumed  the  roay 
kae  that  waa  the  nnävoidable  reaidt  of  iimc* 
tions  xcatoved.  Her  eyea  became  once  more 
bright  and  Instroua,  and  the  amfle  of  oordiality 
and  enjoyment  sat  on  her  Ups.  The  miiscka 
dt  her  fraiae  grew  plumper  and  more  elaatic. 
8he  wandered  in  the  patha  that  William  lolired ; 
rtie  reviaited  with  conadous  reoollectiona  the 
aeene^  where  the  declaration  of  hid  love  had 
trat  broke  throngh '  the  control  of  di£Bidence 
and  the  fear  of  offence^  and  borst  in  a.Ätream 
of  eloqnence  from  hif  trembling  lipa«  She.did 
not  forget  the  fidd  m  which  ahe  had  been 
Imtied  by  the  mfuriated  catkle^  or  the  tiemen« 
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doiis  precipice  down  which  she  b»A  fallen,  and 
where  WUliam'  had  so  miraculously  aayed  her 
life. 

Meanwhile  she  did  not  fidl  to  calculate  the 
days  and  the  hours  that  must  ehpse,  before 
she  oould  hope  to  eee  him  again.  Fmit  came 
the  diBpatch  of  her  father's  letter  of  recal. 
WeekB  must  di^e  between  the  time  when  she 
printed  on  the  address  her  fiunewel  kiss,  and 
wmged  its  speed  with  her  prayers,  and  the 
time  when  he  woold  reeeive  it.  Then  she  saw 
her  William  in  fsEmcy  when  the  letter  was  de- 
livered  to  him,  and  pictured  to  herseif  his 
emotions.  Tes,  she  did  not  doubt  that  he 
would  hail  it  witb  joy  unspeakable,  and  rcgard 
its  Contents  as  bringing  to  him  a  restoration 
from  death  to  life.  But  how  many  things 
might  happen  to  protract  his  retum  !  Going 
out,  as  he  did,  under  the  patronage  of  a  person 
of  greater  opulence  and  worldly  importanoe 
than  himself,  he  could  not  be  altogetber  his 
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own  master.  She  rerolved  the  variouB  stroggles 
that  might  occur  between  the  impetoosity  of 
passion,  and  the  demanda  of  the  aitoation  in 
which  her  fEither's  letter  might  find  him.  Wil- 
liam  waa  the  truest  loveri  the  most  pure  and 
lingle-hearted  youth  that  ever  existed :  but  he 
had  also  the  most  exquisite  moral  feelings^  and 
wottld  leave  no  relative  duty  nnpaid. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 


At  length  his  answer  arrived^  in-  which  he  pro- 
mised  that^  in  one  month  from  its  receipt,  he 
would  make  his  appearance  before  her  in  per- 
8on.  He  named  the  ship  in  which  he  wa«  to 
come^  and  the  port^  Plymouth,  where  he  was 
to  land.  Oh,  how  she  doated  on  this  letter ! 
She  had  preserved  many  preceding  billets  that 
fihe  had  received  from  him.  But  she  had  lock- 
ed  them  in  a  cabinet,  and  placed  them  in  a  re- 
mote  comer^  where  she  would  be  least  likely 
to  fall  upon  them  by  accident.  She  scomed 
the  idea  of  preserving  them  as  fuel  for  her  ill- 
fated  and  discarded  passion.  What  she  did, 
she  resolved  in  the  integrity  of  her  heart^  and 
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in  the  moBt  entire  good-fekhi  to 
But  she  oould  not  pierail  upon  hersdf  to  con^ 
sign  them  to  the  devonring  element.  She  coiüdi 
not  consent  to  the  violent  and  profiine  destnio 
tion  of  what  wb»  his^  and  might  still  be  cQn^ 
sidered  as  representing  him.  It  was  enougb, 
she  thought^  if  she  never.  opened  the  casket 
tbat  contain^d  these  letters,  never  pampercd 
her  sight  with  a  line  that  composed  them, 
never  voluntarily  even  looked  upon  the  case  in 
whicb  they  vere  eashtined« 

Bat  how  little^  a  short  time  ago^  had  she 
expected  to  ädd  another  letter  to  ihe  heap ! 
When  she  removed  from  the  North  to  the 

banks  of  the  Sevem«  she  tookcare  that  this 

^  * 

cabinet  shoiüd  accmnpany.  her;  and  she  no 
longer  imposed  on  herseif  the  severe  restraiht 
that  it  should  never  bex>pened»  ,On  the  oon^ 
trary  she  regarded  it  as  a  day  of  jubilee,  wben^ 
fearlessly  and  without  remorse^  she  threw  back 
the  lid ;  and,  every  day  since,  she  had  made  it 


one  cff  ha  jbfemort  iadnlgentfos^  to.fRA  «t  ths 
line»  wkkh  William  had  trtMMd^  la  admire  O» 
beautifiil  phraieology  and  tlie  irordb  of  fire  ia 
whieh  he  lecorded  Mb  love,  aod  to  trioe  eveiy 
viariation  aod  gentle  transkioii  firom  aentuanl 
to  «entimeiil^  which  hU  ctear  and  trinaparaDt 
language  coaiyeyed.  Bat  hifl  laat  lettar  wia 
dearer  than  the  real.  It  aaauxed  her  of  tta 
continuance  of  hia  affection^  which  na  rejeo« 
tion,  no  change  of  climate^  and  oo  new  oon* 
nections  and  prospecta  could  destroy  or  dinu- 
nish. 

As  the  time  appointed  for  hia  anival  diew 
near^  a  certain  reatlessnesa  and  impafcienee  be» 
came  yiaible  in  the  deportment  of  Macgarel» 
Her  hopcB  were  sanguine ;  ahe  did  not  dosbt 
ahe  ahould  once  again  embrace  the  lover  whooa 
her  £ather  generously  restored  to  her.  Bat  abe 
xecollected  every  thing  ahe  had  heard  of  the 
treatherouB  dement  to  whoae  meccy  he  waa 
^ow  committed^  the  rocka^  the  riieWea  aad 
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1^  ipAAwmli>  ttel  DAtt  hirked  baieath  itsr 
■■liBg  snfiMe^  ani  lived  mftoy  a  tstt  bark  to* 
ita  mm.  Ami  tiioogM  of  tihe  Yioleoce  of  tiie 
T9gmg  ^riadflv  aad  of  tbe  btoad^  tarXDoiliiig 
mßUfÜmtttm^  ^(Xympua  Ugh^  aad  dncked' 
igM»  aa  loir^  aa  bell  ia  firom  heaven/'  She 
fMBiiiJad  to  hcfadf  the  btoad  Adantic^  firom  the 
uidai  4rf  wluch  tlie  teeneat  eye  from  the  tauest 
mart  ecMdd  diaoeni  nd  ahore,  and  then  the  ap- 
pfoach  of  flhorey  whieh  ima  often  fiaught  with 
jBMiie  daog^  thaa  eould  ariae  firom  tiie  'most 
gigantic  biUowa  in  the  wideat  ocean. 

Her  fiither  at  kngth  todc  pity  upon  her  ex- 
ceeding  uneaalneaa^  and  hindlyproposed  that 
thäy  ahendd  remove  to  Plymouth  abont  the 
tia»  of  the  Bodbuck'a  espected  arrival^  aiid 
amyriae  tiie  way^worn  traveller  with  the  plea- 
aove  of  an-  early  encotmter.  They  hired  a 
^'oif^  -vritMn  View  of  the  sea;  and  Margaret 
aeteral  timea  b  the  däy  paced  the  aands^  and 
loalrtd  out  with  an  amdotts  eye  and  a  beating 
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heart^  whenifer  a  wkifce  sail  iqBpemed  iß.  the 
^Kstaiice.  Somettmes  4die  cHmbed  to  tbe  top 
of  Moant  Edgeemnbej  thst  she  «night  gfve  to 
her  prospect  a  more  extensiTe  TWge* 

The  State  qt  the  weather  changed  a  few  days 
after  the  removal  of  the  fiimily  of  Margaret  to 
Üie  coaflt  of  the  Engiish  Channel«  The  sam- 
mer  had  been  genial  and  serene  $  and  evcry 
thing  appeared  prosperons  for  the  navigalioB 
of  William.  Bnt^  aa  the  days  shortened,  the 
winds  grew  loud  and  hollow  and  bhisterons* 
This  State  of  things  continued,  and  even  in- 
creaaed  day  after  day«  The  oldest  inhabitant 
of  Flymouth  neverremembered  so  tempestooua 
a  seaaon«  The  father  of  Margaret  b^an  to 
repent  of  bis  precipitate  step^  in  bringing  bis 
darling  chüd  so  near  to  the  scene  of  danger. 
Yet  ^at  could  distance  bare  done  ?  If  ahe 
had  remained  at  her  remoter  bome^  ahe  woold 
have  heard  the  contention  and  roaring  of  tbe 
winds>  and  her  soul  would  have  been  shaken 
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whb  a  thffliiMuwl  tenon»  Siujpeiue.  b  oAan  a 
great  aggravaüon  of  the  matt  fearfoL  cabBuiyi 
H«e  at  leaat  wilh  the  eavHe8taaaaDa8he  vauld 

know  the  ^vrant«  

Sirery  day  broi^bt  wofd  of  nawb  iönn^ 
derady  or  driveo  on  ahorei  and  the  flw-coaat 
waa  atfewed  with  wvecka«  At  leagth  inldli* 
fenoe  waa  leoeived  of  the  Boehock  being  aeen, 
in  the  greafteBt  distrew^  her  maata  oTer-^Moard, 
her  mdder  gone;  and  the  laost  yehement  ap* 
pwhenaimi  waa  entertained  for  her  safety. 
Knally  she  drifted  near  the  shore ;  her  con- 
ditioa  waa  phdnly  to  be  disoenied;  ahe  fiied 
mmate  gons ;  but  no  boat  oould  venture  off  to 
rdieve  her.  Ton  conld  almoat  see  the  ooon* 
tenanoea  of  the  ciew ;  at  leaat  yoa  could  ob-^ 
aerre  their  attitudea  and  their  despair.  •  The 
kmg  boat  puahed  off  wilh  aa  many  paaaeng^n» 
aa  it  coold  sa&ly  reoäve,  and  waa  at  no  gzeat 
diBtaaoe  firom  the  ship^  wjien,  ftom  the  force 
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^f  a  aew  aea,  Bjie.iiiade  a.vioknt  plnngaaiid 
went  to  the  bottom. 

Margaret  was  mUiiii  sigfat  of  this  feM&l 
catastrophe.  She  looked  with  agmuEiBg  alann 
at  the  baat,  as  at  one  time  it  loae  to  an  into- 
leraUe  heigfat  on  the  giddy  waye^  and  then 
suddenly  vanished  out  of  sight»  aa  if  it  lad 
been  swallowed  up  by  the  billows«  It  diew 
nearer  and  nearer^  but  vith  an  irregulär  mo* 
tion.  No  material  acddent  however  interfcred 
with  its  career.  8he  puahed  close  under  the 
lee^  and  the  passenger«  leaped  out«  They 
were  to  the  amoont  of  nearly  tlurty.  Margit 
ret  had  placed  herseif  at  a  cxmvenient  distanoe, 
from  whence  she  could  observe  the  figores  of 
die  crew^  their  gestures  and  their  fiuses.  She 
dared  not  come  nearer;  for  she  bcgan  to  be 
oppressed  with.  a  doleful  presentiment  that 
Wüliam  was  not  among  them.  Her  appre^ 
hension  was  but  too  true.    Her  gase  became 


kenar  and  moie  ktea;  probibSMy  adnmced 
forther  and  forther^  tili  it  tanrad  itielf  intö  a 
dfeadfbl  certainly;  Margaret  took  her  last 
look^  and  amdc  inaensibie  on  tlie  bank.  Her 
&lhcr,  her  moCber,  and  a  friend  who  had 
aeddeutally  joined  them  at  Plynumth,  were 
with  her«  The  old  man  delivered  hifi  dai^hter 
hito  the  care  of  tbe  other  two^  and  eharged 
them  to  conrey  her  with  all  ptacticäble  speed 
to  the  hottse  in  which  they  had  veaided  for  the 
last  foitnight«  He  resolyed  that  he  tronkl  not 
buDself  qnit  the  ahore,  tili  by  penerefing  he 
had  obtained  all  praeticable  information  as  to 
the  I0B8  of  the  ilKfiited  lover. 

At  firat  the  unhappy  wretchea  who  had  just 
cicaped  fvom  a  watery  grave^  shook  hkn  off 
irith  inqpatienee.  They  were  too  mueh  dis- 
tmbed^  toonnidi  oecupied  with  looking  about 
them,  ftrat  to  the  landward,  and  theo  to  the 
lea,  and  then  in  mouming  for  the  friends,  the 
companions,  and  the  property,  that  was  all 
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Bwallowed  up  in  the  wreck^  to  be  capaUe  of 
listening  to  the  importunity  of  a  stnoger. 
Borradale  was  schookd  by  the  rebufb  he  ze- 
ceiyed,  and  watched  for  a  propitious  oocaaion. 
He  foUowed  them  to  an  inn  to  which  the 
majority  of  them  retired,  and  patiently  waited 
tili  they  had  called  for  and  taken  auch  re- 
freshmente  aa  they  pleased.  He  then  fixed  on 
a  young  man^  who  drew  somewhat  i^>art  from 
the  Test,  and. was  otherwise  distuignished  by 
an  humane  and  intelligent  countenance.  Of 
him  he  enquired  respecting  the  youth^  who  had 
come  to  Canada  only  a  few  months  before  with 
colonel  Bouverie^  and  had  since  embariced  on 
his  retum  on  board  the  Roebuck. 

It  happened  that  the  person  to  whom  these 
questions  were  addressed^  was  able  to  gi?e  all 
the  Information  that  was  sought«  He  and 
William^  though  previouBly  unacquaint 
each  other^  had  associated  fiuniliarly 
the  Yoyage«    He  said^  that  William  had  i^ 
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peared  to  be  ihe  happiest  creatnre  on  boarf  • 
He  tc^d  bis  new  friend,  that  he  was  oomiiig 
boine  to  be  mamed>  that  he  bad  been  driven  to 
go  abroad  by  the  inexoraMeness  and  bard« 
heartedBeas  ci  the  fkther  of  her  he  adored^ 
wfaoae  onlyfanlt  H  was  to  be  too  siibmiaaiTe 
to  ao  ill^eonditioned  a  paient  3  but  now  every 
thing  was  TecoDcUed^  and  he  was  recaUed  by 
the  inTitation  of  bim  who  had  occasioned  bis 
exile.  His  n^tnres  m  prake  of  bis  mistress 
were  inejdiaiistible«  His  delicacy  however 
was  so  great,  that  he  never  once  prononnced 
the  name  of  her  fiimily^  but  had  only  spoken  of 
her  by  her  Christian  name  of  Margaret. 

The  royage  had  passed  in  the  most  aaspici- 
oos  manner,  till^  on  the  evening  of  the  third 
day  firom  their  catastrophe^  and  when  they  had 
already  entered  the  chops  of  the  Channel, 
appearanoes  suddenly  changed.  A  sharp  wind 
arose,  and  the  temperature  became  exceedingly 
cold.    The  clouds  thickened;  und,  before  mom- 
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ing^  they  were  inrolved  in-  äi  Che^lorronr  of  a 
tetnpest,  The  tcAie  of  WUfiam^t  nimd  far  Ae 
first  time  became  changed^  and  he  was  tMeä 
with  melanchotypresenUmeiits.  Is  it  pesdbie, 
aald  he  to  his  friend^  that^  now  that  I  am  cam^ 
home  to  happier  prospects  tiian  erer^  I  shoüld 
be  destined  never  to  reach  the  fand?  Ood 
knows  iny  heart !  I  do  not  grieve  so  tnueh 
for  myself  ^I  know  that  I  must  die  some  time 
or  other^  in  adrerse  cireumstanoes  or  in  prös- 
pehms)^  as  I  do  for  my  bdoved,  if  it  is  her 
fate  to  lose  me  and  snnrive.  I  eoidd  ahnost 
wish  (for  her  sake^  not  for  my  own,}  4Jiat  we 
were  embarked  in  one  bottom^  and  sustained 
the  same  forttine.  Next  to  living*  togetliery 
perfaaps  the  most  desimble  event  was  that  w^ 
should  have  died  together» 

After  having  endnred  idl  the  Tehemeoce  of 
the  Btorm  for  two  days^  and  it  betng  evident 
tiiat  the  ship  could  not  float  for  many  Biiimtes 
more^  the  long  boat  was  thrown  out«    I^^^Uiluii . 


wf!  om  pMbe^ft  1»  rofh  to  die  sid9  qC  the  abqp 

mamaitoC-estzcinityi^.lnit  William  hod  n  mo- 
tife:]iiofei];gwt  tbaa.aof  otber  lool  <m  boaid ;- . 
liis  ineiitaze /waa  not  mcraly  for  kb  own.lifej 
bot  foc  tfae  Ü&i  of.  coe  a  tfafniaand  timea  dmrer 
to  him ;  nfic  mec^y  fi»  her  l}fe>  bat  fpr.  tbat 
wiaüdb  oidj  apodiea  life  MWth  the  .ha^  He 
•Ufpod^  oa  th&  94ga  pf  the  vesael ;  ^  n  roj^ 
wbkh  no^  one  bad  obsenred^  at  that  «uunaoit 
ifaiqg  Yiolendy  againat  bim^it  deatroyed. bia 
balanee  in  tbe  «ry  act.  of  qpitting  tbe  abipt 
andfluncbboaiiitQtiieaaa«  He  preaently  reocH 
veied  the  abock ;  be  awam  towarda  tbe  boat ; 
ooe  of  the  crew  atzttehed  out  bia  band^.and 
they  loiflacdof  eachotber  ^  a.wa?e  cama  uf  at 
that  inatant,  and  carried  biia  many  yarda  firom 
bbpoiat;  wo  aaw Ipim no  more» 

Tba.aituatioa  in  whidi  Margaret  waa  le£t  by 
thia  emmt  waa  moat  maJnncholy,  Eyery  ob- 
atade  to  the  wiah  of  her  beart  bad  been  re- 
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möyed,  and  ahe  was  eren  couited  to  be  happy 
in  the  way  of  her  own  choice ;  wkai  a  crnd 
destiny  had  in  a  moment  bereft  her  of  the 
indindual,  who  akme  in  her  aj^irehenaion  oon- 
stituted  the  life  of  her  life.  Her  prospecte 
were  closed.  There  was  nothing  that  remained 
for  her  but  a  mehmcholy  and  cheerkss  resig- 
nation,  It  was  in  aome  sort  an  a^^^vation  of 
her  lot,  that  no  one  now  oppoaed  her;  all  had 
been  eager  to  unite  in  one  aceordant  effinrt  to 
place  her  beyond  the  reach  of  envy^'  when  the 
elementg  of  natore  .put  forth  their  inight  to 
take  from  her  that^  which  man  was  anxions  to 
bestow  upon  her, 

It  was  by  slow  d^reea  that  ahe  waa  aUe  to 
raise  her  head  fimm  the  oouch  upon  which 
despair  had  cast  her.  When  ahe  opened  her 
eyes  from  the  inaensibility  wliich  had  &Uen 
npon  her,  she  conld  not  at  first  reoollect  what 
had  happened.  The  truth  at  length  barst  upon 
her.      Her  agony  yented  itaelf  in  piercing 
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diridcfl.  Sie  iavoked  Ae  names  of  her  fiitliei^ 
bar  moüier^  her  Wilfiam.  8he  had  aeen  the 
boat  fts  it  landed  the  fevr  persons  wbo  were 
saved  from  the  Tessd.  She  had  viewed  the 
rinkiDg  of  tkie  ship ;  and  she  had  seenno  raote. 
But  her  falher  and  her  mother  cmdd  teil  her 
that  of  which  she  was  ignöraot.  Her  fether 
doobtlesa  had  been  earneat  in  his' enqairies. 
Berhopa  WilUam  had  twnm  to  shote.  Perhape 
tone  of  the  crew  had  saved^  their  Uves  on 
empty  caBks.  and  fragmenls  of  the  veasel^  and 
he  among  Ae  rest.  If  se^  why  did  he  not 
make  his  appedffance  to  diflpel  her  iears  ?  Was 
there  no  hope  ?  What  was  die  final  restdt  of 
all  the  enqoiriea  thal  cocdd  he  made  ? 

The  &iher  and  mother  sought  to  elnde  her 
eamestness^  and  clotfae  what  they  knew  witii 
some  dqpree  of  uneertamty«  Bat  sfae^  wotdd 
not  he  ba£9^.  She  pressed  to  know  hy  her 
importonate  enquiry  the  wörst.  She  was  no 
kmger  nnder  the  control  of 'filial  deference. 
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Ti»  fligerMM  wiA  wMdi  she  souglit  the  trath 
trainpled  on  all  diffidenee  and  balf-measiireBi 
sod'  made  her  ntterly  inesistible.  In  pit^ns 
acocntB  die  implored  ihem  to  hide  nothing 
fcom  her.  Had  even  hia  body  been  washed 
aahore^  to  give  the  hat  ceitainty  to  the  cruel 
tidiags  that  oyerwhdmed  her  j 

From  thifl  moment  Maigaret  8unk  into  a 
deqi  dejection.  Her  attoation  was  however 
vwy  different  from  what  it  had  been  dnring 
her  brief  reeidence  in  Toricshire.  That  had 
been  a  eondition  of  continnal  strug^  that 
woce  out  her  frame.  She  had  looked  forward 
to  a  fature^  whidi^  in  spite  of  all  her  effiirta^ 
waa  inezpresaibly  odions  to  her.  Natura  and 
foctane  had  a  Btrife  wldch  should  gain  the 
maatery^  and  she  had  been  conntant  in  her 
detwtnination  to  subdue  her  repngnanoe ;  bat 
the  weakneBS  of  her  frame  had  gif en  way 
notwithstanding  ihe  heroinn  of  her  mind. 

Now  ahe  had  no  one  to  contend  with :  erery 
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Qoe  aboot  her  was  deainyas  to  da  aD  thal  vnm 
10  tbdr  power  to  mitigitf^e  lier  wmoww.  No 
«ttempt  ««8  made  to  renv^  tke  proposals  of 
lord  Borradale«  TboB«  pn^öaaLi  had  affinded 
Ihe  Signal  for  tbe  oammeDceiiieiit  of  her  ca*- 
lomity*  And,  UAce  the  «eriea  of  her  woiBB  had 
tennmated  in  the  deatruetton  of  her  lover, 
thooe  proposala  had  grown  a  thooBand  ttmea 
more  odions  and  loathaome  to  h^  than  erer* 

Her  father,  feom  the  time  in  wbich  he  had 
aeen  her  en  the  ateep  deseent  of  a  piematiire 
deca^  tottenng  over  the  grave,  had  totally 
cfaanged  his  character*  He  had  now  no  object 
80  near  hia  heart  aa  the  preiervation  of  hie 
chDd.  .  Aa  the  idea  of  an  hiaomoimtable 
bariier  to  he  aet  up  cutting  off  for  ever  her 
Union  with  William  had  almoat  deatipyed  her^ 
hoth  her  parenta  feit  that  there  waa  e?ery 
thing  to  he  s^pvehended  in  the  reanlt  of  the 
fearfttl  caaualty  to  whichher  kver  had  üdlen« 
▼ictim.    They  r^garded  her  aa.a  deatore  to  be 
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B^ved.  With  libev  tDMt.watchliil  .cart.  They 
vk|w^  jber  aa  a  deUcate  flower  to  fae<  shettered 
from  tbe  Uaat>  ^aiid  ta  wbosa  eiiatenoe  every 
keener  bre«(h  of  hearen  waa  in  tbe  utmoat  de* 
gree-perilous.  They  sought  to  anticipate  all  her 
wiahes^  and  to  remove  eveiy  oh&taole  from  her 
fBXhs  '^  leatlit  any  time  ahe  ahould  atrike  her 
foot  againat  a  atone."  They  removed  her  firam 
one  watering  place  to  another,  trying  lurar  fv 
tcaveUiDgy  change  of  air^  and  new  objecto  and 
acenesj  might  conduce  to  realore  her  strei^;lh 
and  inf ose  cheerfulneaa  mto  her  iiiind. 

Tbe  efforto  of  her  parents  produced  a  deep 
effect  upon  her.  She  feit  how  much  ahe  owed 
them;  and  ahe  would  have  regarded  it  aa  a 
baaeneaa  and  a  crime^if  she  had  not  done  e?ery 
thing  in  her  power  to  contribnte  to  their  grati- 
fication^  and  conduce  to  the.  object  they  deaired. 
It  waa  a  mcmorable  oonteat  on  both  aidea) 
which  ahould  make  the  greateat  aacrifice  to  tbe 
ofber^  or  moat  f orget  thcmadvea  in  their  anx- 
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iely  &r  tibe  bneftt,  or  conaideraticm  for  the 
ÜDdöigB  f3f  ÜK  other  .pait^i  Ah  the  calamity 
tbat  bad  (^vertaken  her  wa»  icmnedkible^  her 
miad  sindc  into  a  sort  of  hopeless  traoqiiillity, 
hf  DO  meftm  calcolated- ao  powerfblly  or  ao 
niddenly  to  imdermine  the  foundationa  of  hu- 
Bian  ]if^  aa  the  iimrard  conteat  between  a 
contrariety  of  feelfaigsi  uoder  whieh  ahe  had 
fannerly  aunk. 

An  intenral  of  three  yeara  had  interpoaed 
itadf  between  the  cataatrophe  of  William^  and 
the  period  when  I  firat  knew  her.  She  had 
gradoally  become  reaigned  to  her  fate;  ahe 
endored  life  aa  that  which  it  became  her  to 
anatain ;  but  ahe  carried  a  barbed  arrow  fixed 
in  her  heart.  She  took  no  intereat  in  any  thing, 
aave  the  welfore  of  her  parenta.  She  conaider- 
ed  all  that  they  had  auffered  on  her  account ; 
and  ahe  thonght  nothing  ahe  could  do  oould 
cver  make  them  amenda.  Hourly  ahe  regretted 
that  her  unhappy  atate  ahonld  be  a  burthen  to 
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them.  She  was  snadous  to  appeir  dieerfbl 
«nd  contented  in  thdr  eyee.  Bot  ihe  oould 
rise  to  no  bi^^ier  a  virtae  tban  paticnce ;  and 
therefore  there  iqipeared  in  her  a  perpetual 
ftruggle  between  the  shew  of  mildnfftf«  and 
eqaanimity  which  abe  asaumed,  and  the  wither- 
ing  conadousneas  of  a  diaappointment  and  a 
aoiTO!W  newr  to  be  forgotten« 
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CfaAPtER  XVII. 


FioM  the  momeiift  I  aair  her^  I  vm  «tnek  10 
I  had  never  been  with  any  other  woman.  She 
iiad  been  reBplendently  beantiful.  Her  features 
were  not  leas  perf ect  than  those  of  the  mother 


of  Catherine.  The  cdour  had  indeed  deaerted 
her  cheeka;  bat  her  complezion  waa  of  the 
most  conaiimmate  fiEumeaa.  Her  lipa  unparted 
the  idea  of  deUcacy  itaelf •  Her  eyea  had  a  mild 
and  hmgwiahing  eflEecty  which  perhapa  can  never 
be  found  in  those  of  a  peraon  in  perfect  health« 
Her  high  forehead  was  aa  white  aa  alabaater^ 
aadwaa  doaUy  relieved  by  a  profeaion  of 
riagleta  of  dark  brown  hair.  But  the  main 
dnrm  of  the  whok  omiiated  in  the  mild  ex* 
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pression  of  a  divine  resignation.  She  was  like 
nothing  eatthly.  Human  passions  seemed  ex- 
tinguished  in  her;  she  was  among  the  admired 
of  her  sex,  bat  she  ^^was  not  of  them;''  you 
approached  her  with  awe,  as  if  she  were  de- 
scended  firom  the  spheres;  a  figure  like  hers, 
if  encountered  in  the  days  of  the  fabulous 
mytbolDgy,  would  vndoabtedly  faavc  been  wor* 
thipped  ai  a  goddess. 

From  the  moiment  I  beheld  her,  I  was  &sci- 
nated.  I  coold  see  no  one  eise;  I  conld  look 
at  nothing  but  her.  I  had  lored  before :  ob, 
how  dearly  loved !  bot  this  was  a  paasion  of  a 
different  sort.  She  appeared  like  a  fiury  vision, 
like  some  creatnre  of  the  Clements,  oompoonded 
of  the  lily,  the  riolet,  and  the  moming  dew, 
when  first  the  beams  of  the  rising  mm  ediale 
sweetness  and  fireshaess  from  die  vegetating 
earth.  liiere  was  an  unreal  and  an  angdic 
character  in  her  seeming;  she  looked  as  tf 
purifted  and  deifecated  from  sublnnaiy  gtots- 


XVII.  PEtORAIN£.  267 

iiess^  ft  loodBfication  of  the  air,  tbat  wonld  Tanish 
if  yoa  appKoached  it  too  mddy«  The  mother 
of  Catberiiiej  howevcr  beautiful^  was  a  bdng  of 
flesh  and  blood,  a  woman:  so  had  fonnedy 
beeo  the  £edr  Masganst.  But  grief  had  attenu- 
atedy  and  resignation  had  subUmed  her.  Sbt 
was  piety  and  filial  viitue»  and  notfaicg  eise : 
all  neana'  things^  :ali  impeifection,  all  that 
dlies  na  yalgar  mortals  to  sense  and  fraihy, 
seeosed  as  Sf  tbey  had  long  ago  forsaken  her. 
SIm  was  a  wylfh» 

Waa  it  infiiiiiaüon.tfaat  my  heart  was  imme- 
dialely  stmck  with  the  apectacle  of  this  mdan^ 
choly  maid?  My  feeEbags  were  donbtless  in 
MHne  di^gree  connected  with  the  firame  of  con- 
Talesoeaee  in  wfaich  I  naw  found  myself.  The 
wor}d  WB»  renorated  hefbre  me.  I  had  latdy 
ina  aianoer  takenniyieaye  of  subhmary  Ij^ngs: 
snd  now  »nexpectecBy  I  ;fdt  the  sensations  of 
heattk  »timMQg  upon  me,  and  tte  world  cloth- 
ingitaelf  Jn  all  lifib-giving  colouca.  /  Meanwhile^ 
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my  limbs  not  bdng  yet  restoied  to  tbeir  robust* 
ness^  my  tastea  and  peroeptionB  had  in  oonse- 
quence  a  delicacy  which  I  had  peiluqpa  nerer 
before  known* 

I  approached  Margaret ;  ehe  did  not  repel 
me.  8he  had  not  been  extensively  converaant 
with  the  World;  and  ehe  found  in  me  a  being 
more  than  ordinanly  in  uniaon  with  hersdf. 
I  was  neither  like  the  cold-hearted^  mere  vir* 
tuoso  lord  Borradale^  nor  the  fiivolous^  empty 
coxcombi  his  son.  The  tones  of  my  voioe  were 
characterised  with  a  spirit  of  mnsic;  my  man- 
ners were  soothing,  prepossessing  and  gentle. 
I  talked  to  her  of  sentimentj  I  spoke  of  the 
wife  I  had  lost.  Though  I  had  been  more  than 
fifteen  years  a  widower,  my  recoUectiona  woe 
green,  my  emotions  were  freah*  There  was  a 
certain  kindred  between  my  aorrows  and  hers. 
She  lored  me  f or  the  pnrity  of  emotiona^  which 
w£re  of  ao  long  life^  and  had  stood  the  teat  of 
time;  and  I.loved  her,  that  ahe  liatened  to 
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them  with  so  much  patience^  and  aocb  genuine 
pity. 

Bat  tihe  principal  cause  of  the  extraordinary 
ioflnenoe  which  Mai^aiet  exercised  over  my 
miad,  consisted  in  her  sorrows«  Tiere  are 
various  wajr«  acoording  to  which  female  loveli- 
ness  and  excdknce  attaiu  their  empire  over 
man*  Sometimes  it  is  splendid»  majestic; 
fatiltless  beaaty,  that  seems  to  draw  after  it  a 
erowd  of  shives,  who  would  wiUingly»  but  can* 
not,  make  ihemselves  fiee.  Sometimes  it  is  a 
species  of  beauty»  soft,  gentle  and  insinuating, 
that  appears  to  derive  its  strength  from  weak«« 
ness*  Sometimes  it  is  grace  of  motion  and  an 
irresistible  carriage,  that  melts  the  heart  into 
softness,  and  imparts  ideas  of  voluptuoosness, 
which  subdue  the  whole  man  into  an  entire  and 
passive  subjection.  Sometimes  it  is  sentiment 
and  sympathy;  and  sometimes  wit  that  plays 
about  the  lips,  and  flashes  a  transporting  gaiety 
and  a  thousand  subtle  meanings  from  the  eyes. 
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But  sadness  had  to  me  a  power  beyond  all 
these.  I  should  have  resisted  an  imperioua 
beauty^  that  claimed  to  draw  me  a  captive  at 
her  chariot-wlieels.  I  should  hare  refased  to 
be  ihe  victim  of  the  attractions  of  luxury  and 
voluptuoiusness.  I  should  have  disdained  to 
become  the  conqueat  of  mere  softness  and 
flrdlty.  But  I  found  in  beauty,  modified  by 
the  impresfiions  of  grief^  something  that  I  could 
not  hold  out  against.  Beautypreparesthemind 
of  man  to  submit;  and  pity  binda  him  with  an 
invindble  cord.  Tendemess  is  the  very  soul 
of  loTe;  and^  when  I  looked  upon  Margaret,  I 
feit  a  tendemess  for  her  that  no  words  can 
describe. 

Another  cmnimstance  which  exercised  a 
magic  influence  over  my  mind,  was  the  re- 
collection  of  what  she  had  passed  through.  The 
history  of  the  human  mind,  and  the  inTentions 
of  genius,  can  with  difficulty  fomish  an  in* 
stance  of  so'absorbing  a  passion.    The  resig- 
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oation  of  MaTgaret  served  only  tö  Slustratc  the 
depth  of  the  feeling  with  which  her  heart  wm 
penetrated.  She  could  eonquer  her  will  j  ehe 
oould  yidd  ihe  train  of  her  actions  to  the  giüd- 
ance  of  her  father.  She  diaphiyed  an  energy 
and  strength  of  resolution  of  the  moet  extra- 
ordinary  cast.  But  ihe  could  not  draw  out  the 
barbed  arrow  which  waa  fixed  in  her  vitals. 
She  was  hastening  to  the  tomb  witbout  a  mur* 
mar;  tbe  all-indoeing  air  was  not  broken  with 
the  voice  of  her  complaint.  But  she  was 
dying.  Having  formed  her  resolve^  she  quailed 
not;  she  stood  as  firm  and  motionless  aa  the 
pUlare  which  are  said  to  sustain  the  vault  of 
heaven.  But  the  graye  would  have  closed  over 
her;  she  would  have  been  gathered  to  the  for- 
gotten  things  of  the  world.  Nothing  could 
erase  from  her  soul  the  image  of  her  William; 
there  he  stood  distinct  in  all  his  lineaments ; 
he  was  the  pole-star  that  marshaled  the  course 
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of  ber  tliotights;  he  was  the  sun  from  wiiich 
the  Hf^  ci  her  mind  was  singly'  detir^d. 

8ueh  had  been  ifae  feelings  of  Margaret 
during  her  residence  In  the  vicinity  of  the 
mansion  of  Botradale^  and  for  as  long  a  time 
«B  she  beUered  that  William  was  numb^d 
in  the  oongr^tioQ  of  the  living.  There  is 
ßomething  exceedingly  different  in  the  eSect 
produoed  upon  the  human  mind  by  the  irrever- 
sible decrees  of  fate^  and  when  the  gatee  of 
death  are  for  ever  closed  on  our  conjectures. 
We  fittbmit  to  the  autbority  and  the  harsh  edicts 
of  our  feUow-creatureSy  bat  always  with  a  re- 
serve.  The  casket  they  present  to  us  ia  like 
that  of  Pkndora :  it  contains  an  accumulaüon 
of  the  direst  calamities ;  but  Hope  is  at  the 
bottom«  '  We  have  still  a  secret  hoaid  laid  up 
in  the  nund ;  there  is  an  uneasy  thought,  like 
a  living  worm^  gnawing  at  our  vitals^  and 
'Qggesting,  in  spite  of  onrselves^  tiie  imagina- 
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tiol^  Tbp  18  not  fiottl;  «11  ttie^e.tfxbüS*  km^  be 
rerenedL  Not  00,  wbeo  deftth  bi«  düMk  19 
the  sceoe.  Hope»  tbe  bat  pos^etaum .  of  4»e 
widched^  i»  tbim  departed*  Md^  strwge  Hi 
it  may  seem,  Hnß  beart  grawa  mwe  gijiet;  Jti 
ptiii  becomes  blimtod  and  doli;  and.  tboHgb 
lu^pineaa,  it  maj  be^  ie  ferther  fjBQxn  qs  Iba» 
^ver,  we  Ibld  our  anna^  and  becom^  iimi  and 
paasi?e  aa  a  statue. 

Maigaret  bad  passed  tbrougb  tbeae  two  ow«- 
ditiosis«  In  ibe  firat  sbe  waated  away  witb  a 
Cradnal  decny ;  and^  bad  not  ber  fatber  chaogßll 
bis  meaanresj  and  given  way  in  tinie>  ab^  would 
bara  died,  a  spotleaa  monumeot  pf  jfiUal  aobr 
niiaaion  and  obedience.  Her  preaent  cDudition 
waa  not  ao  critwal.  Tbere  was  a  pioQa>  a  idü« 
gjkma  reaignation  in  it«  tbat  ceaa^  to  conmlae 
evesy  fibre  of  ber  frame«  Sbe  waa  atn^k>  aa 
witb  a  Ugbtning  firom  bea?en;  but  it. bad 
notbing  in  it  cqrroaiye.  and  potrilying;  it  n^ 
tber  aeemed  to  preaenre  every  tbing  in  a  atat« 
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btyottd  tiie  readi  of  akeratLon.  Ose  migfct 
tmnpttre  Üie  betuitiftd  flgure  tfaat  prMeated 
itself^  to  the  unperiahkigTeiiMitia  of  tke  mighty 
dfead  of  Andeat  Egypt;  bat  wilh  tUi  diflhr- 
enot,  that  the  mttmttües  wb  behold  ate  slMiik 
and  witfaered,  ao  aaseniblage  of  bonea  willi  a 
eoveriAg,  the  ridii  bring  ckaoged  int»  tha  ap- 
pearanoe  of  parehment^-^wfaUe  tha  VMhg  figore 
I  aaw&om  day  to  dayin  tha  asaembly-room  at 
Harrowgate  was  of  uiuivaUed  beaaly^  fufinildy 
more  dizzling  and  iUnatrioiiB  than  any  thang 
that  can  be  disoovered  in  thoie  coatomury  an- 
galic  featores^  which  Death  haa  not  nMrked 
with  the  impresB  of  faia  flAal  Operation. 

When  I  looked  therefore  on  the  peraon  of 
Matgaret^  I  aaw  all  that  lore,  aini%hty  love, 
could  eflRect  on  a  hnman  beiag.  Sbe  waa  die 
temple,  in  which  the  god  had  enshrinod  bim- 
■elf.  Sbe  repreaented  to  my  eyea  the  image, 
the  Bovereignty  and  empire,  of  this  divine  paa- 
aion.   This  spectade  prodnced  in  me  a  stränge 
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Qh^  dttit  I  ecraU  be  w  lond^  aa  WUUnai  bai 
teanJoisdl  IDhcre'vas  iuittA  a  iDiglil|r  ob» 
ffWckiDiiüiu  CoAd  hÖB  imMfft iwet \m cbSta»- 
atodiraB  bor  hfittt?  Wcfa  110t  bcr  poimn 
akeady  UMd  «p  ?  Wfta  not  tbe  dmHäbf  ot  Im 
«Nil  iVQin  OBt  by  kcr  fiait  puBon  ?  Ifonni* 
4cr !  I  i«&Mad  io  deepair.  Höre  -was  «t  koaat 
4he  ari^eat^  tibe  Mving  caeatare  origiaally  cqpa- 
Ueef  aach -thasigB  aa  tiie  maMalnde  of  hcraax 
aia  not  qnaüfiad  ao  anich  aa  ,to  andentand. 
BsBKmtaBae  laigfat  do  anach ;  and  I  faaobtd 
iopcrBCtece»  Tbe  dittnrili^  indead  were  vaat> 
Bot  poopoitioned  to  llie  diffieobäeB,  was  .die 
gbitjr  flf  tbe  adueremant;  car  wfaat  I  ndned 
jaare^  tbe  canacioiiaBeBB  I  abonld  have  thtffc  I 
foaaeaaad  a  pike,  aaoli  aa  all  tbe  earth  oould 
aaa  dbair  in  taxy  athaa  oieataiek 

Theae  was  aamelbing  in  tbe  demeanour  of 
Mvrgutt  tfaat  enooaraged*  tbia  idaa.  Without 
dadanng  «toyielf^  my  aaaanar^Bd-ray  attantianB 
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bttame  sadi,  as  fUIljr  to  Blie^  t0  eterr 
iogeye  Iwwdcqply  I  WM  BBBttuwitbtlie  pile, 

«fae  cbdamtiog  figve  that  was  plaoed  bcftm 
Iivaa  liappy  eDongh  firom  tbefiratte  ftad 
degfeeof  &foar  intfae  aigkt  eC  tte  dta«' 
consolatB  moanier.  8he  disüngniaked  me  fron 
tfie  hord  of  thoie  wlio  danoed  atteadaaee  at 
tlu  acae  of  ^ipareot  gaiety.    I  aat  mv  htr; 
I  ^oke  to  her.    My  apeech  waa  mild,  and  ia 
hanaony  with  her  aobdaed  state  of  faiad«    As 
I  Said  before^  her  air  was  abatnctod ;  ahe 
aeemed  scareely  to  aotice  the  Uüags  araond 
her.  Bat  she  attended  to  me.   I  talked  to  her» 
not  of  those  fnvolous  auitters  which  make 
afanost  the  aole  aabjeet.of  fasMonahte  ooa* 
rersatioB.    I  talked  of  those  paits  of  Kngiand, 
which  we  had  both  of  ua  aaen.    I  talked^  with- 
out  beiag  ooaacioas  af  it»  of  thaae  pocte  aaad 
thoae  braachea  of  literature,  in  wUdi  ahe  had 
bcea  iniliatgd  by  her  loTer.    8he  liateaed  to 
me;  rshe  answeced  nae.    Her  leaiafha  were 


indieitive  of  tfae  niüft  pedeci  takte  «ad  Am 
däBpertfeeUng'i  dietaiiai  of  hervuiMthiilM 
lliniagk  iny  heaii.  The  subdiiedy  gentle  and 
lewkey  in  wbidi  ifae-Bpolie«  tbe  sireetdibtuiDl»» 
aeae  of  her  WBtticviBÜonf  filM  me  with  nplim. 
I  idt  «emnlimiB  I  hftd  neirer  befoie  knowoy  a 
biias  üf  a  Btnuige  dtaraeter,  which,  tateaaM  afc 
mm  ncnr  io  me,  defnwci  me  of  «eüf^gomimaeBBt, 
and  earried  awaf  my  whok  aoul  ISk»  %  tofrait  J 
I  waa  not  alow  in  «ypening  my  heart  to  tiie 
ftther  of  Maigaret  He  opnsidted  hia  «ife. 
They  bolh  of  them  thonght,  that,  if  I  oadd 
ma  Ihe  faroor  of  their  danghtar,  the  happieat 
jtmit  might  be  expected.  They  dckennined, 
that  they  noald  in  no  coit  interfeve  to  diieet 
hcrwüL  They  had  had  enoiigh  of  tbat;  Bat, 
a  ahe  eoald  be  drawn  off  f nun  the  f eatfol  abf^ 
tnctiflOr  andqmetiam  into  which  ehe  had  fidlen, 
if  ahe  coidd  be  indoeed  to  fonn  new  th»,  it 
might  be  the  cause  of  a  hi^y  ferohition  witbbi 
4ier.   fibe  wtm  of  ao  ingenixraa  a  diapoaitioD,  of 
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«  conadenoe  so  perfect  fusd  sincere»  thft^  ^bf 
would  never  «oler  iato  ao  flAcved  in  eng^P* 
ment  aB  marriage  (pttrtieululy  whea  tlu^  €ii* 
ffifgcmeat,  em  they  resolved  should  be  tte  caa^ 
wm  entirely  her  own  act),  wiüuyol  wuiwinnHig 
her  whole  energies  to  the  digchaiy  of  its  ^a* 
tiee.  It  waa  the  only  chanoe.  She  woidd  thea 
he  tRBiuported  iolo  a  new  world.  She  wmM 
haire  «  huaband,  aervaoto,  an  eatabliahmait»  to 
oociipy  her  attention.  She  could  not  Ihre,  as 
Bow,  only  witii  the  extiaguishcd  and  invi* 
aiUe. 

Fcr  Margaret,  she  abo,  for  various  fflaaim, 
feit  meliiied  to  listen  to  the  pvoposition.  She 
began  to  be  aiAamed  of  her  obstüiacy  and  aetf- 
will.  .  She  fielt  hpv  mudi  she  was  uidebtedio 
her  parenta  for  tht  indulgenee  they  hod  shewn 
her.  She  resoWed  not  to  be  an  incambiaBoeon 
them  for  ever«  She  dired  infeo  their  heaits» 
and,  netinthstanding  the  enike  ailence  they 
preserved,  saw  what  it  was  they  earBeatly  de- 
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•ivfid*  SliB  liad  beM^  n  ü  wcre^  an  evtl  gmiui 
to  her  ftither^  tiiemeansof  cutüng  oflP  bis  liopci, 
fügappoiating  hts  ambhaony  and  driviDg  him 
tadE  gpoB  tlie  low  eatatewliidi  had  embittered 
thebestyeaeiofhnlüb.  Ehe  liiought  her  mrib- 
miimkni  to  Ü»  speeoUes«  ^with  whidi  be  bad 
fateed  hu  thb  inalaace,  woidd  ftovt  ffae  best 
^eKfktiaa  sbe  6oidd  make  ibr  thaa  aome,  in 
whiidi  she  had  so  anwSUngly  been  Che  canoe  «f 


Beaade  Üna,  alie  alao  hegui  to  beüev«  tfaat 
sbe  ought  to  ooaaider,  tfaat  she  did  not  ootue 
inlD  the  ivorU  for  faaraelf  tdooe.  She  had  &- 
adtiea  «od  endinniieiita.  She  iraa  capable  of 
iBa|Mirtiiig  food  and  bappineaa  to  ottters.  She 
was  tbe  member  of  a  aodety^  a  kody  coiponae 
tmofie  ae  leaa  Ifanited,  of  faaman  bemga.  She 
had  Ü»  fomer  of  dok^  good  to  othen^  aad  of 
joMkiäBg  a  pcaiae^worthy  exaniple.  She  m- 
aotvedy  that  faec  faundde  nameshaold  be  Temen* 
bered  for  »  oertaia  woithiaeaa^  and  that  it  abottld 
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not  be  foigotten  by  e^ery  one  that  Margaret  had 
exiated. 

When  ahe  begao^  aa  I  have  said^  to  fed  !&• 
cUned  to  tbe  proposition  I  had  anbmitted  to 
her  parents,  her  oonveraatioas  with  me  at  the 
aame  time  began  to  asaume  a  new  cbarae* 
ter.  Sh^waa  still  '^of  ladiea  mott  deject 
and  wretchedj''  her  heart  deeply  scarred  and 
trenched  with  the  trials  ahe  had  paased  throogh, 
and  the  sorrows  ahe  suatuned.  But  her  man* 
ner  towarda  me  waa  moat  &acinatiDg  and  ex- 
quiiite.  When  ahe  aaw  me^  ahe  rouaed  her» 
aelf •  The  treatment  ahe  exerdaed  towarda  me^ 
waa  wholly  unlike  that  ahe  gave  to  the  inaeeta 
that  buzzed  around  her,  unlike  that  which  ahe 
gave  to  her  fiienda.«  It  reaembied  the  demean* 
oor  which  waa  to  be  obaerved  in  her  to  her 
earthly  parenta :  and  yet  it  waa  diatinct  from 
that.  She  taaked  heraelf  to  give  me  pleaaure. 
She  treated  me  aa  a  peraon  already  atanding 
in  aome  relaiion  to  her^  in  conaideratjon  of  the 
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idation  in  which  it  was  probaUe  I  might  here- 
after  be  placed* 

Tfais  8ort  of  shadowy^  undemonstrative  ob- 
aervanoe  had  a  power  that  no  other  mode  of 
conduct  oottld  eqaaL  It  was  like  the  modula* 
tion  of  the  apeech  of  a  ghost,  who,  we  are  told^ 
even  when  he  reveak  the  aecrets  of  a  world 
unknown,  or  laya  bare  the  foulness  of  the  moat 
monatroua  crimea^  atill  speaka  in  a  tone^  arü« 
culate  and  no  more>  in  worda  which,  whüe 
they  ahake  the  inmost  fibre  of  oar  soula^  have 
neither  accent  nor  emphaaia,  but  impreaa  ua 
with  the  weight  of  the  thing  communicated,  im* 
dothed  with  the  Ubour  and  artificea  of  apeech. 
It  ia  eiren  thua,  if  I  may  farther  Qluatrate  my 
meaningj  that  action,  the  geaturea  of  the  body, 
the  impatient  atampiog  of  the  foot,  are  merely 
the  excreacences  aud  diaease  of  eloquence. 
Tliey  mark  that  the  Speaker  is  not  at  honie^ 
nor  fully  imbued  and  penetrated,  with  bis  aub- 
ject«    Otherwise  he  would.  not  indulge  in  theie 
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ambitioiis  omamentB  of  discourse,  shewiiig  that 
he  is  labouring  to  reach,  is  worldog  himaelf  up 
tOy  the  idea  and  the  feeUiig  he  would  commu* 
nicate.  The  higfaest  eloquence  is  conoentred. 
In  it  the  voiee  is  deeply,  not  superficially  af- 
fected,  the  eje  may  speak,  the  muscks  of  the 
visage  may  be  convulsed,  but  the  limba  are 
still.  The  action  of  the  body^  in  the  estiaiate 
of  true  taste,  intemipts  the  path  of  a  thonght, 
which  should  proceed  straight  finom  the  soul  of 
the  Speaker  to  the  soul  of  tHe  hearer,  to  which 
purpose  this  restlessness  is  mere  absuidity, 
and  impertinently  disturbs  the  conception^ 
which  otherwise  would  be  dnink  in  with  one 
long  draught  by  him  who  listens. 

I  am  afraid  of  not  making  myself  liiUy  an* 
derstood.  My  ülustrations  are  inappropriat^ 
but  are  such  as  I  am  able  to  light  upon.  Be 
that  as  it  will,  it  was  thus  that  Margaret  spoke« 
She  was  a  statoe;  and  by  contagion  I  was 
tumed  into  a  statue.    We  spoke,  not  in  wMs*» 
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fcn,  for  ihe  dear  tone  of  tiie  voioe  was  not 
disguiaed^  bat  was  attered  in  that  key^  pnie, 
dioagii  snbdued^  which  leached  the  ear  of  nö 
one  bot  the  peiaon  for  vhom  it  was  intended. 
Margaret  leented  to  imdergo  a  metamor- 
phosia  and  a  naraele.  The  d^ply-treBcfaed 
wonnd  ahe  had  reeeived  was  not  healed.  Her 
cokrar  was  not  restored  to  her ;  she  was  not 
§ay-— oh^  faow  tat  was  the  Sensation  of  gaiety 
firom  the  sool  of  the  nK>iimer !  Bnt  she  was 
all  obaenränce,  tendemess,  and  mild  devotion. 
She  seemed  to  be  awidce  to  me  alone^  to  see 
QOthiDg  but  me.  She  then  only  became  a 
Kying  thing,  when  I  approached.  The  cloud^ 
in  which  the  memory  of  her  William  wrapped 
ber^  and  which  hid  her  beauties  and  graces 
Irom  all  other  eyes,  feil  off^  and  was  dissipated. 
Still  she  was  an  Imagination  only^  and  a  me- 
mory. Her  body  was  a  corpse^  if  we  can  figure 
to  ourselves  a  corpse^  void  of  every  thing  of- 
fending and  rqpulsive^  but  which  on  the  con- 
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trary  was  more  beautifui,  more  rayishing,  more 
celeatial,  than  any  living  mortal  could  crct  be. 
For  the  soul  that  informed  this  body,  was  aU 
deUcacy^  all  senBititreneBS,  ti^mblingly  alive. 

To  be  the  object  of  the  tenderness  and  atten- 
tion of  80  dinne  a  creatare>  a  creature  altoge« 
ther  unlike  any  thbig  I  had  ever  seen  or  conld 
flgure  to  myself^  was  a  trance^  a  removal  to  the 
faeaven  of  heayenfl.  I  know  not  how  it  was  r4 
had  loved  Emilia,  as  mucfa,  I  thought,  as  wo^ 
man  could  be  loved.  But  my  present  passion 
was  not  like  what  haa  been  described  as 

A  home-felt  delight, 
A  sober  oertainty  of  wakiag  liUas. 

Ohy  no !  It  was  ^'  the  song  of  Circe  and  the 
Sirens ;  it  took  the  prisoned  soul,  and  lapped 
it  in  Elysium ;  it  lulled  my  sense  in  pleasing 
slumbers^  and  in  sweet  madness  robbed  me  of 
myselfJ 

What  I  feit  on  this  occadon  can  be  likened 
to  nothing  but  a  transmigration^  a  being  bom 


f* 
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again.  I  wa«^  as  Solooum  sajB^  ereii  «0  ^'a 
teipent  upon  s  rockj'^  the  akin  of  whoie  igure 
lias,  by  length  of  time  and  the  vodeness  af  Um 
demeotSj  become  knotty  and  gnarled^  with  a 
thoiifiaiid  wrinklesy  aad  puraed  into  fonoim, 
looae  and  nnfitted  to  the  firame  vithin^  but 
vho^  by  contintial  friction  and  rubbing  himelf 
aganißt  substanccB  the  moat  capable  of  resiit« 
anccj  at  length  detaches  and  laya  aaide  the  de« 
fonnity  which  incumbered  him^  and  eome«  forth 
gloßsy  and  sparkling,  and  moves  free  aa  air  and 
with  the  lightning's  speed«  Just  as  we  might 
snppose  such  a  serpent^  unweeting  of  bis 
fonoer  aelf^  and  ruahing  inta  the  joys  of  a  new 
enstence,  eren  such  was  I. 

I  lived  in  the  glance  and  the  motions  of  my 
new  mistress.  I  turned  as  she  tumed^  ^'true 
aa  the  needle  to  the  pole/'  Wherever  I  met 
her,  I  saw  nothing  eise.  Her  motionsj  which 
were  gentle,  and  gliding,  and  made  no  noise^ 
ravished  me.     The  very  air  seemed  to  yield 
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before  her,  and  to  suffier  nexUier  remonJ  nor 
violence,  ao  Utüe  did  ehe  resemble  the  ctea- 
tiues  of  this  common  jearth.  Her  roke^  wbich 
waa  aü  sool^ 

came  o'er  my  ear  iike  the  sweet  south, 

That  breatbcs  apon  a  bank  of -violett» 
Stealing«  and  giving  odour. 

Wbea  ehe  op^ned  ber  lipa,  I  dared  not  ao 
mudi  aa  breatbe.  '^  Siknoe  waa  took,  ere  it 
waa  wäre/'  Tbere  waa  a  melody  in  ber  apeeeh, 
ten  tbooaand  timea  the  mote  faadnating»  be- 
cauae  it  had  a  cojmeaa,  aa  if  a&aid  to  be  beard, 
a  divine  aveetneaa  and  beanty,  and  a  meaavred 
pace,  that  enaUed  the  bearer  to  aavour  it  all, 
Without  miaaing  ita  aligbteat  and  moat  evane- 
acent  graoea* 

In  a  Word,  ne?er  waa  man  ao  entireljr  and 
irretrievably  caught,  aa  I  waa  caoght.  Tbere 
were  no  obatadea  in  our  patb,  and  we  married. 
3efore  thia  event  took  place.  Maxgaret  a  thou- 
aand  timea  called  on  me  to  conaider  what  I 
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was  doin^.  She  was  a  bd&g,  the  Mod»  over 
whmn  the  Angel  of  Deepair  had  poared  hia 
ininenees^  and  who  never  ccnikl  be  wortby  of 
me.  I  liked  her,  she  oouU  perceive,— -I  loved 
her^  if  that  were  the  name  hy  which  I  chose  to 
call  wbat  I  experienoed :  and  this  was  all  well, 
ao  long  as  the  ntnation  retained  its  noTelty. 
Bat  k  waa  impossiUe,  I  could  OMitiniie  to  be 
satis&oci.  'I  would  find  in  no  long  time  tiiat  I 
kad  takcn  the  shadow  only,  wfaere  I  had  ex* 
pscttd  the  mlhy  of  a  wife.  Her  affectkniB  were 
Uasted ;  her  heavt  in  the  grave«  Wfaatwasthere 
Mk,  that  «oidd  be  entitfed  to  my  acceptance  ? 

At  the  same  tiane  that  Margaret  stated  this, 
Ae  aaaured  me  of  her  resohitkm,  as  fer  as  that 
conld  be  efiected,  to  coBform  hersdf  entirely 
to  the  State  upon  which  she  entered.  She 
would  not  juggle  wlth  her  vows.  Conscioas 
as  she  should  be,  that  her  best  Services  were 
^  stale,  flat  and  improfitable/'  and  that  even  at 
last  she  conld  pooriy  and  woithlessly  discharge 
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the  duties  of  that  eqoalitjr  and  partnenhip  into 
which  I  proposed  to  admit  lier>  ahe  womld 
watch  heraelf  unintennittedly,  make  her  life  a 
school^  aod  each  eyening  a  ahrift.  Bat  it  im- 
ported  not,  she  aaid :  all  that  ahe  oouU  do 
would  fiall  far  ahort  of  what  might  reaaon^ly  be 
reqnired  by  me  of  a wife;  and  I  ahonld  queaüon* 
leaa  repent  of  the  rashneaa  of  my  prooeeding. 

I  on  my  part  protested,  that  the  frame  of 
my  spirit  was  auch  aa  ooald  nerer  experienoe 
a  change.  I  fdt  that  within,  which  had  made 
me  a  new  creature,  and  would  laat  aa  long  as 
aenae  and  reaaon  ahould  be  contmoed  to  me. 
I  was  deyoted  to  her,  and  had  no  life  bot  in 
her  life,  no  pleaaure  but  in  lendering  her  in- 
ceaaant  attentiona,  no  aatiafiiction  but  in  her 
approval. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

ThUS  then  I  entered  upon  a  new  acheme  and 
Order  of  existence.  I  had  been  married  before. 
I  had  wedded  an  angdic  creaturei  whoee  heart 
bad  been  expoaed  to  no  vezations,  wbose  affec- 
ti<m8  were  new.  All  was  redprocal.and  in 
unison  between  us;  we  bad  no  seerets  from 
each  other.  Wbat  one  thought^  .  the  other 
thougbt;  wbat  one  dealred^  the  otber  desired. 
We  were  never  bappy  but  in  each  other's  So- 
ciety.   The  live-long  day  appeared  but  ioo 
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Short  for  our  intercourse,  our  Communications, 
and  our  love. 

In  my  second  marriage  I  experienced  not 
less  satisfiKtion  and  transport.  Bot  it  was  of 
another  kind.  It  has  been  eaid,  There  is  no 
true  love  but  between  equais;  and  Margaret 
and  I  were  not  equais.  We  were  each  füll  of 
observance  to  the  other :  but  upon  how  diffe- 
rent  a  principle  it  proceeded !  She  was  the 
receiver;  I  the  receired.  She  was  in  a  great 
degree  passive,  attentive  to  my  lightest  wishes, 
desirous  of  even  antidpating  my  contentment. 
Her  thougfats  waited  on  my  thoughts.  But  I 
was  fiiU  of  impulse,  fervour,  restlessness.  I 
looked  to  her  as  the  divinity  I  adored.  No- 
thing I  did  in  relation  to  her  saüsfied  me. 
Nothing  was  good  enoi^h  to  be  worthy  of  her 
exceUence. 

Margaret  was  pale,  frail,  scarcely  qualUied 
to  encounter  the  difficulties  and  hardahips  fit- 
tendant  on  the  commerce  of  her  apedes.    I 
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looked  upon  her  a9  an  inpfttimahlft  jewd,  in- 
dosed  iu  a  purse  of  tifiany,  almoot  of  gosaamec 
I  was  aozioii»  tfi  defend  her  againat  the  tude- 
aesa  .of  the  breeae  that  qcarcely  sdned  the 
leares  of  tbe  pfq[>lar. 

It  wtfe  nothfaig  ind^»  jf  abe  had  been  cha* 
racterised  merely  hf  tende^eas  and  aofkuesa. 
Bot  I  reaiarked,  within  tbe  bewitchiogneas  of 
this  oQtwa^  sIjAW,  the  oiceat  dUcenunent  and 
the  mpst  iinff^tted  intj^ty.  Her  life,  eape-- 
öallj  for  nt^ny  montha  paat^  foc  years,  ever 
mace  loiid  BorradlJe  h^d  preaented.himself  at 
the  cottage  of  .the  Sevem,  had  been  a  life  of 
sacrifice«  Her  firat  pvipoae  had  been  to  con*- 
Mcrate  henielf^  her  aoiil,  and .  all  her  vital 
powera,  to  tho  obedience  of  her  ftther*  Aa 
k»^  ae  ahe  ^na  oapable  of  pcsraeverance  and 
going  on  to  the  goal  ahe  had  chosen^  ahe  qnailr 
ed  Dot,  9p]f  allowf^  her  devoti<»i  to  awerve. 
And  ncwy  aftftr  tbe  melanchQly  entaatrophe  of 
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charged  wiih  dew,  its  stalk  brokeli|  and  that  is 
no  more  able  to  lift  itself,  no  inore  to  be  num- 
bered  with  the  flowera  of  the  earth.  What 
oould  not  \k  restored^  shoidd  be  forgGtten  by 
her ;  or,  if  nclt  forgotten^  sbould  not  bare  the 
power  to  prevent  her  from  filling  her  due  place 
in  eodety,  or  presenting  herseif  in  the  eye  of 
the  ahnighty  Creator^  as  one  who,  if  she  had 
received  certain  talents^  had  not  failed  to  apply 
them  to  auch  purpoaea  as  her  opportonities 
allowed  her. 

When  therefore  I  looked  at  Margaret^  I 
found  in  her  nothing  but  what  was  pleasant, 
delightfiil,  adorable  to  the  eye^  while  all  within 
was  simplicity  and  wisdom,  entire  mtegrity, 
and  consnmmate  virtue.  When  I  saw  her,  I 
saw  the  most  transcendant,  and  at  the  same 
time  the  most  delicate  thing,  that  e^er  mei  the 
eye  of  man,  or  that  Imagination  ever  firamed. 
I  thought  of  her  as  of  a  pearl  beyond  all  price. 
When  I  met  her  at  the  breakfast-table,  clad  in 
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aU  the  simpUcity  of  her  monung  attire,  my 
heart  lejoiced  within  me.  liVhen  I  saw  her 
amidst.the  parterres  of  her  garden^  sbe  was 
the  fallest  flower^  or  rather  she  was  as  the  orb 
of  day^  from  which  all  of  tliem  derived  their 
colour^theirhealth^andtheursweetaeas.  When 
I  retomed  to  her  from.  a  short  absence,  what 
were  the  transports  with  whid&  I  beheld  her  I 
In  absence  she  was  my  dream ;  I  tamed  a 
thonsaad  times  to  view  the  curling  smoke  as  it 
fose  from  the  residence  in  which  she  dwelt. 
Or,  if  every  t^hen  of  its  existence  were  rendered 
by  distance  nndtscemibley  still  I  knew  the  di- 
rection  in  which  it  lay,  and  my  heart  beat  and 
tiembled^  even  as  the  magnet  trembles  towards 
the  pole. 

In  every  thing  I  studied  her  pkasure,  and 
never  celuaed  to  enquire  within  myself  what 
could  tend  to  her  gratification.  Her  health 
was  precarioas ;  her  frame  was  delicate ;  and 
still  I  thought  what  food,  what  exercise,  what 
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are  these  thy  serrants,  wMch  stand  contteiiaily 
before  thee ! '' 

Indeed  Margaret  nerer  i^peared  tx»  grettter 
advantage,  tlian  aa  surroimded  by  the  etta- 
blishmait,  ai  the  bead  of  which  I  had  pbMd 
ber.    She  waa  moat  acrujmloiia  andr  indehti- 
gable  iti  tbe  diaehargeof  ber  diitiea  aa  amatroD, 
a  patfoneaa^  a  rq;idator,  a  directreas  of  aU  tbii 
feil  under  her  auperinteiideiioe;  fbr  dnty^was 
the  aanctuary  at  ^diicb  afa^  worah^ped.    No- 
thng  eould  exceed  tbe  detteacy^  the  oeatnen, 
the  degance  of  every  aetvioe  and  airna^taaeat 
tbat  pasaed  under  her  Inapection.    Aud,  as  I 
bave  already  aaid^  all  tbat  approacbed  ber  weie 
bappy.      Her  rulea  were  ao  perfect  and  so 
simple,  tbat  to  wait  npon  and  to  foUow  them 
waa  feit  like  perfect  freedom.    9be  apoke  to 
all  with  such  considerateness  and   kindness« 
tbat  each  indmdual  was  delighted  with  ibe 
▼ery  sonnd  of  ber  volce.     '^Wben  the  ear 
beard  ber,  it  blessed  ber  $  and  wben  the  eye 
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nw  hery  it  gsvte  mtness  to  ker."  llieie  was 
a  benignity  in  her  smik^  which  ho  unngiQa&iii 
conid  paint  to  ifaielf  bat  thst  of  Jiim  who  had 
viemd  ä.  And  she  did  not  oonfine  heradf  to 
the  imparting  pleasure  hy  the  kindness  of  her 
lodkB.  She*  stu^ed  the  oontentment,  the  ul- 
timate  ^vantage,  the  very  deaires  of  all  that 
nppioached  her.  No  one  came  near  her  with> 
out  beiDg  the  better  for  it. 

The  diacharge  of  her  dnty  in  Aforgoret  car» 
ried  its  own  leward  akmg  with'k.'  Oceupied 
as  ahe  waa  m  providing  for  the  happineaa  of 
others^  it  waa  not  in  the  nature  of  things  that 
ahe  conld  aUogether  fiul  in  sharing  what  ahe 
diapenaed.  Hera  waa  an  acti?e  life.  For 
erery  hour  and  every  mii^ute  of  the  day  ehe  had 
aomethmg  to  do,  to  think  of^  to  premeditate^  or 
toobeerve.  Not  that  ahe  waa  always  in  action; 
her  life  waa  &r  lemoved  from  reatiessneBa,  hur  ry 
and  pertnrbation.  Bat  that  the  goodneaa  of 
her  dispoaition  waa  for  ever  overflowing  upon 
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CHAFTER  U. 


This  had  a  pause.  I  feit  a  vacuity;  and  I 
kuew  not  wby.  It  was  not  that  I  atood  in 
need  of  still  further  novelty,  or  that  I  wanted 
a  more  various  succession  of  gratifications  to 
fiU  up  the  craving  of  my  soul.  It  was  that  no 
one  of  my  pleasores,  when  I  analyaed  it^  when 
I  savoured  and  dwelt  upon  it  deliberately^  was 
complete.  It  was  by  slow  degrees  that  I  de* 
tected  this. 

I  had  Margaret^  as  the  partner  of  my  board^ 
as  the  person  who  supeiintended  my  establish* 
ment.  I  could  see  her  when  I  pleased.  I 
could  sit  by  her  side  for  hours  together^  and 
always  found  her  oblij^ng.    She  listened  to  me 
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apparantly  with  an  animiried  alteotioD.  81m 
woold  dowbaxevet  I  desired^  she  would  siiig^ 
or plajfv  or  ride,  oriralk,  ttid  to  a  oertahi  degree 
be  menrj  or  sad^  as  I  gavetfae  ngnal  fiyr  the  one 
or  the  oüier.  Why  was  not  I  oorteiited? 
What'cbidd  I  reaaonaUy  desiie,  tbatwaa  not 
withinmjreaoh?^ 

It  was  tbat  the  iMnl  was  not  thcK.  AllthaC 
Margaret  didjiras- in  the  apiritof  diicfaaiging 
aduly.  Her  hand -was  stretabed  outtomc; 
ehe  waa  ever  ready,  at  the  dighteetJiitiinatioo» 
to  call  lipall  her  poweta  toperformmy  biddiiig; 
bat  her  heaxt  did  not  beat  tofrarda  nie*  Fram 
moment  to  moment  ehe  atiU  relapaedy  eobaided, 
into  herseif.  I  was  peiluqpe  too  sobtle  in  coo* 
tiinially  deviaing  my  own  mieaaineaa  and  die* 
oontent,  If  at  any  moment  I  looked  at  her, 
when  die  did  not  eapect  tobe obaciyed^  looold 
seethat  hermindwasabeent,  that  her  thoogfata 
were  engaged  in  eomelhing  lemote^  and  ainch 
had nolUBg to do with her hndiand.    Shehad 
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a  tecrefc  ttoe,  a  hidden  treasure^  thit  no  one 
was'  to  look  upon  bat  herseil  When  ahe  was 
alone^  tbe  imsket  that  contained  thia  treasoie, 
did  not  wait  for  her  taapply  the  key^  to  diaplay 
toheradmiriageyesitareservedbeaiity;  ithad 
a  aympathetic  virtue^  and  opened  befare  her 
unbidden.  When  she  was  in  society^  this 
hidden  idea  was  nerer  knig  absent  bom  her 
thou([^it8.  I  most  saciedly  believe  that  she 
did  not  encourage  this  wandering  of  the  mind^ 
this  departnre  front  what  she  regarded  as  her 
recorded  dnty.  No;  she  strove  against  it; 
and^  thoogh  it  rose  a  thousand  times^  she  each 
time  wiestled  with^  and  defeated  it.  Bot  it 
had  an  eneq;y  that  could  neverbe  ertingaiahed; 
the  tenaciotts  invader^  thoogh  woonded  in  the 
most  vital  places,  and  apparently  killed,  yet 
retumed  afresh  to  the  attack^  and  shewed  a 
vigour  never  to  be  diminished. 

Maigaret  therefbre  was  present  witfa  me  in 
appearance^  bot  absent  in  resHty.    She  was  in 
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a^  ^ppfehensba  Uke  oae  of  tfa^M  nnmiacra, 
tiioae  uiuMibBtaatial  cfigie«»  spolMiaof  by  Lo» 
eretios^  Üiat  ^'moek  aar.  ey^i  wilh  ab/'  aml 
ftmn  to  be  irith  os^  wlieii  tlie  aotiuil  penou 
ttpe  Cur  abseilt,  and  «re  wbolly  unoonseiotts  of 
wbere  their  repreaenlailives  aie^  aad  wbat  they 
oiay  Appetit  to  be  doiag.  8he  was  Uke  the 
Hercules  we  read  of  in  the  Odyssey,  a  mere 
en^ty  diade,  seemingly  yexed  in  Tartarus, 
when  personaHy  he  was  in  heaven,  the  partaker 
of  endless  felicities. 

•  I  compaved  the  life  that  I  now  spentwith 
llatgaiet,  with  that  which  I  had  passed  with 
my  fifst  wife,  the  faultltss  and  all-perfect 
EBufia.  That  was  emphaticaUy  an  vnion  of 
two  sools  in  ooe.  Our  desires  always  cone- 
i^Minded;  we.chose  the  same  things;  omr  frank- 
ncss  was  unboanded;  neiliier  of  us  had  even  a 
thonght  that  was  a  secret  from  the  other. 
üiat  was  indeed  a  happiness  which  left  no- 
tfaing  to  be  desired*         . 
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•  Wkiit  was  my  {Hresent  Situation  ?  When  I 
n$iw  Maq^Bfet^  1  Botr  a  creature  thaa  wbom 
iniaginatioii  could  aot  ahape  any  thing  mote 
vesplendent  and  divine^  and  who,  beeide  this, 
acquired  an  additional  interest  vith  me,  inas-> 
much  as  she  was  the  child  of  misfoitune^ 
oppreased  with  a  calamity  Ihat  never  eould  be 
lemoved,  and  who  therefore  called  forth  that 
peculiar  species  of  tendernesa  which  ia  the 
sister  of  pity^  at  the  bottom  of  my  heart.  Bnt^ 
in  the  most  emphatical  senge,  ehe  was  nothing 
to  me.  What  I  thought,  was  not  what  she 
thought;  what  I  feit,  was  not  what  she  feit. 
She  had  her  seat  of  retirement  and  privacy, 
where  I  must  never  come;  to  that  which 
passed  in  her  heart  of  hearts  I  was  to  be  for 
ever  a  stranger.  I  had  her  body,  all  ontward 
duty,  honour  and  observance;  her  mind  was 
another's. 

It  is  true,  I  ought  to  have  been  prepared  for 
this.    No  deception  had  been  practised  upon 
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me.  Her  rirgia  beatt,  the  firtt  impulies  of 
her  gufleless  yoiilh,  had  been  gitrcn  to  her 
Wifliam.  I  had  consented,  I  had  eagerly  de^ 
nred,  to  make  myaelf  oüe  with  ifab  chäd  of 
diaqrpomtaient;  I  had  sued  to  be  the  guardiaii 
of  tida  beautifal  bne,  even  aa  It  thiu  lay  ifi 
ruina.    What  right  then  had  I  to  complam  ? 

Alasy  what  avafled  it  me  to  reaaon  in  thia 
maniier  ?  To  lore,  and  to  be  wiae,  ia  denied, 
we  are  told,  even  to  the  Goda  abore.  In  truth^ 
waa  ever  man  in  any  caae  xeconcikd  to  suffer« 
ing^  by  the  consideration  that  he  had  deaerved 
no  better?  She  waa  my  wife.  She  had  ap-> 
proached  with  me  to  the  altar,  and  had  taken 
the  Towa  which  had  been  tendered  to  her  in 
that  character.  By  levery  ]avr,  hnman  and 
dinne^  ahe  was  mine.  Coold  I  be  üontented 
then,  to  keep  thia  moat  precioua  of  earthly 
posaeaoona,  thia  thing  ao  emphaticaUy  my 
own,  while  a  ^^  comer''  of  it  waa  retained  ''  for 
othera'  oaea  ?.*^ 
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It  it  tnie,  that  the  claim  of  liil^lliain  was 
eider  than  mine.  She  had  loved  hiniy  bcfore  I 
was  a  candidate  for  her  affiectioDa.  She  had 
giren  me  all  that  it  was  still  in  her  power  to 
^ve.  She  could  not  therefore  be  to  blame. 
The laws  of  nature  she  conM nottererse;  that 
on  whieh  the  past  had  set  its  seal,  it  is  not  in 
the  power  of  omnipotenee  itself  to  reoal. 

Tlus  howerer,  after  all,  was  bare  reaaoning. 
I  feit  that  I  had  a  wife,  who  was  in  the  stricteat 
s^ise  not  a  wife.  I  feit  that  I  sat  in  nntalamed 
commnnion  with  the  first  of  heaven's  crca- 
tures,  while  I  was  at  the  same  time  in  tnilli  a 
atranger  to  her« 

It  was  worse  than  this.  Oh,  I  do  not  half 
do  jiiBtiee  to  the  agony  of  my  condiüon !  I 
knew  her  thooght;  I  knew  in  general  terms 
the  topic  upon  which  her  mind  was  exercised ; 
thongh  I  did  not  know  it  in  all  its  detail.  She 
was  aware  that  I  possessed  her  secret,  that  she 
had  a  Window  in  her  bosom,  that  her  heart  was 
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tnunparent  to  me.  But^  thongh  she  kaew  tliU, 
she  dared  not  speak  her  thought;  she  woold 
hate  hdd  it  Meiüege  to  utter  so  much  as  a 
«jrDaUie  Tespectiiig  it.  I  was  airare  too  of  her 
timUBty^  her  terror^  themeaningof  her  silonoe, 
the  wcitdB  that  were  for  ever  bursting  thdr 
bounds»  and  forcing  their  way  to  her  Ups»  but 
ivere  never  pnmouneed;  and  I  ventuired  not  by 
the  alightest  indication  to  betray  my  oonscious* 
ness.   Was  erer  constraint  like  this  amstndnt? 

I  was  therefore  füll  surely  a  disoontented 
man.  I  bore  about  with  me  a  repining  spirit. 
My  bud  of  happiness  was  withered;  and  all  the 
remamder  of  my  days  consigned  to  bleak  and 
barrea  disappomtment. 

Yet^  in  spite  of  all  this,  I  loved  the  &ir  one, 
with  whom  I  had  entered  into  the  puUic  ocm- 
tract  of  everlastuig  union.  Loved!  Nay,  I 
doated  on  her«  She  was  inexpressibly  beaii> 
tifuL  .  The  pale  languor  that  hvakg  aboat  her 
for  everj  the  whiteness  in  her  cheek^  the  sick- 
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linefis  that  impreiaed  its  stamp  upoti  her  coun- 
tenanoe^  rendered  her  interesting  beyaiid  the 
power  of  words  to  Bpeak.  It  was  not  the  üdkr 
lineas  we  so  often  see,  whkh  oon^eys  to.iia  the 
idea  of  disoiganisatioD,  an  mihealthfiil  and 
mined  frame.  It.  was  as  if  a  mendier  of  the 
host  of  heaven,  £ated  to  eadst  thiongh  everiast* 
ing  ages^  had  experieneed  some  heanry  and 
heart-striking  disappointment.  I  could  not 
Ure  without  seeing  her.  It  was  neqeasarjr  for 
me  not  only  to  know  that  she  was  safe :  I 
besides  required  for  this  the  ^^  sensible  and  tme 
ayouch  of  my  own  eyes.*'  Though  she  did  not 
by  her  looks  convey  to  the  by*stander  the 
notion  of  one  in  whom  the  seeds  of  deaih 
)iad  rooted  themselves,  yet  even  her  pure  and 
healthfiil  delicacy,  so  to  express  mysdf»  ainsk- 
ened  in  my  mind  the  idea  that  she  might  esci^ 
me^  and  be  no  more.  She  needed  care»  and 
soothingy  and  encouragmnent ;  and  who  so  pio» 
per  to  exercise  that  eure  as  myself  ?     It  ia  one 
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of  the  canoBS  of  oor  oaturey  tfaat  we  love  a 
thouamd  tiinea  tlie  moie  the  Imog  wlio  de<> 
pends  an  us  Sor  ita  preflcrvaftioii. 

Tea :  liowrvnr  paradoxical  it  may  aeem»  I 
ahould  not  bore  lofed  the  moat  beautiful  ccea* 
tiire  in  female  fonn^  with  vigorous  and  imabated 
IteaUi,  witb  &  g^  and  kn^iii^  eye»  and  whoae 
limbs  ifere  alert  and  active  as  thoae  of  a  yoimg 
Toe  cfa  the  mountains^  half  ao  well  aa  I  loved 
Maigaict.  «Tenderneaa  is  the  name  for  a  lover's 
moat  ezqnisite  aenaation;  protection  is  implied 
in  bis  rnoat  generons  and  heart-flirilling  im* 


In  a  ward,  I  üdt  that  she  waa  not  a  wife.  I 
confessed  that  I  had  promiaed  myadf  a  Juno, 
and  had  embraced  a  eloud«  Tet  from  my  heart 
I  foigave  her.  I  was  bitterly  disappointed; 
biit  I  harboured  no  resentment.  And  wbere* 
Soie  shoidd  I  ?  She  had  practised  no  deception. 
I  grant  that  I  had  been  deceived }  and  that  I 
daily  feit  that  deception  more  acntely*    But  I 
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was  self-deceiTed.  What  I  bad  ezpected«  and 
wbat  was  necessaiy  to  my  happiness^  was  in 
Opposition  to  the  course  of  nature.  I  might  as 
reasonably  hare  looked  that  the  sunshould 
retum  in  its  orbit^  and  set  at  tbe  point  finom 
wbicb  it  rose^  as  tbat  Margaret  sbould  forget 
all  tbe  bittemesa  of  her  fate,  and  be  given  iqi, 
heart  and  soul,  to  tbe  unfortonate  man  who 
was  now  her  busband. 

Tbe  Position  upon  which  I  was  thns  oast, 
bad  a  singubir  effect  on  my  temper  and  firame 
of  mind.  I  bad  for  fifteen  years  been  a  wi- 
dower.  During  tbat  time  the  train  of  feelings 
wbicb  belong  to  tbe  intercourse  between  two 
persona  of  opposite  sexes  vowed  to  each  other^ 
bad  fallen  into  disuse  with  me.  I  migfat  be 
Said  to  have  grown  old  in  habits  of  Concentrin 
tion  and  uncommunicativeness,  But  I  foimd, 
when  the  trial  came^  tbat  I  bad  not  grown  old. 
Tbe  spirit  of  tbe  affections  was  as  mucfa  alive 
in  me  as  ever«   Tbe  longer  the  stieam  bad  been 
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inlemipted,  the  more  impetnously  did  it  seem 

to  flow,  when  every  obstraction  to  its  coune 

iras  remored,  or  rather  when  a  new  Channel 

had  been  opened  in  which  it  might  freely  spread 

itself.    My  observance  was  probably  more  fer- 

vent  and  intense  towards  Margaret,  tban  it  had 

everbeen  to  Emilia.     Even  the  period  of  life  I 

had  reached,  appeared  to  have  the  effect  of 

rendering  my  devotion  more  Bteady  and  im- 

alterable.    I  had  lost  much  of  the  levity  and 

menmrialness  of '  youth,  and  the  trsun  of  my 

purposes  and  actions  became  more  profound. 

And,  along  with  this,  came  the  singularity  of 

my   Situation   with    my   present   wife :    ever 

devoted,  ever  watchfui,  never  satisfied.     My 

aoxiety  over  her  grew,  even  from  this  cause, 

ihat  that  consummation,  that  entire  union  of 

feelings  and  desires,  that  complete  pouring  ou 

of  the  soul  towards  each  other,  which  marriage 

in  its  most  perfect  form  proposes  to  itself,  never 

anived  between  us, 

VOL.  II.  c 
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CHAPTER  III. 


In  this  Bitiiation^  this  State  of  acute  and  morbid 
anxietjr,  the  astounding  intelligence  reached  me, 
that  William  ÜTcd.  Six  montfaa  from  my  mar- 
riage  had  acarcely  elapsed^  wbeti  I  reoeived  the 
information. 

Aa  I  have  already  related^  he  had  by  a  mere 
accident  been  flung  into  the  aea,  at  the  very 
moment  that  he  parpoied  to  leap  from  the 
Roebuck  into  the  long-boat,  by  whoee  means 
all  thoie  on  boaard  were  saved,  that  were  aap- 
posed  to  have  escaped  alive.  He  had  howerer 
recovered  the  ahock  $  he  had  been  seen  awim- 
ming  towardfi  the  boat;  he  waa  on  ihe  point  of 
being  taken  in^  and  delivered  ftöm  a  walery 
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grave ;  when  an  immense  wave  mtervened,  cair* 
ried  him  many  yards  from  tiie  point  he  had 
reacfaed;  aod  he  was  seen  no  more.  Almost 
at  the  same  instant,  from  the  force  of  a  new 
sea,  the  ship  made  a  violent  plunge,  and  went 
to  the  bottom.  No  one  doubted  that,  in  this 
mekmcholy  crisis,  tlie  life  of  the  lover  of  Mar- 
garet had  been  added  to  the  wide  destruction 
that  had  tben  been  aocompUshed. 

Severai  years  had  now  elapsed^  during  which 

nothing  had  been  heard  of  this  unforUmate 

youth«     He  had  been  seen  to  be  carried  away 

by  the  roaring  and  remorseless  element;  he 

had  fiuled  of  bis  chance  of  being  taken  into  the 

boat ;  the  ship  itself,  before  the  very  eyes  of 

those  who  had  lately  been  its  inmates,  was 

finaUy  and  auddenly  submerged  in  the  ooean. 

Wbat  Chance  was  there  that  in  so  desperate  a 

cöcumatanee  he  shonld  surrive?     If  he  had, 

would  he  not  speedily  hme  been  heard  of  ?    If 

by  some  proridenttal  interposition  be  had  been 

c2 
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picked  up  at  sea^.would  he  not  have  been 
hndedon  his  iiative  shore  by  those  who  saved 
faim  ?  Re  came  to  be  married — recalled  from 
a  painfol  ezile,  by  those  who  had  occaaioned 
hia  baiiishmenty  with  the  purpoae  to  bave  bis 
moBt  aanguine  wishes  crowned  with  success, 
to  be  united  to  the  excelliog  and  constant  she 
in  whom  bis  very  heart  was  centied^— -was  it 
possible  that  any  thing  but  death  oould  bave 
detained  him  firom  her  longing  arms  ?  Mar* 
garet  had  never  a  Single  thought  that  could 
obscuce  that  of  her  William.  She  saw  bim 
perpetually  in  her  dreams :  but  she  saw  him  aa 
a  ghost.  She  had  been  in  a  manner  an  eye* 
witness  of  bis  tragic  fiite :  it  was  too  real  to  be 
dottbted :  hope  itself  oould  not  conjure  up  the 
oonception  that  he  lived.  For  a  time  however 
she  remained  a  faithful  widow  to  her  tme  lord ; 
she  would  bave  ''  served  seven  yeaia,  and  Ümy 
voidd  ha^e  seemed  to  her  but  a  few  dajra  for 
the  love  that  she  bare  bim;"  she  knew  abe 
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ooold  nevtr  be  in  a  pure  and  genuine  sense  tht 
wife  at  another.  Bnt  she  thought  ehe  had 
dntiea  that  ramred;  and  ahe  submitted  ac- 
cofding^ly.  Wben  she  hiCd  waited  for  years ; 
when  fimcy  liad  during  ihat  period  been  her 
meat  aad  her  drink^  and  sbe  took  in  a  mapner 
DO  otlier  nouxishment;  when^  if  she  met  the 
eyea  c^  her  parents^  she  saw  whal  ihey  ex* 
pected  of  her,  though  they  would  not  utter 
th»r  thoiigfatB,-**she  recollected  what  she  owed 
them^  h0W  mnch  her  father  had  sacrifioed  of 
bis  darling  passion,  and  ehe  resolved  that  she 
wotdd  once  more  foroe  her  way  into  tlie  scene 
of  human  things,  and  do  what  she  could  to 
recompense  bim  for  bis  self-denial« 

It  was  under  these  circumstancea  that  a  let^ 
ter  was  put  into  my  hands  by  my  valet.  It 
was  directed  to  Margaret  by  her  maiden  name. 
Sbe  was  from  home  at  the  time,  on  a  Visit 
to  her  parents.  It  had  travelled  to  di&rent 
places,  and  at  length  reached  the  scene  of  my 
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CH. 


abode.    It  was  marked  on  the  oataide,  '^  Ship* 
Letter/' 

The  ftight  of  thiB  letter  strack  me  like  a  thun- 
derbolt.  It  filled  me  with  all  wild  and  appall* 
ing  impressioDs.  What  was  I  to  believe  ?  I 
had  a  presentiment,  that  in  some  way  or  other 
it  related  to  William.  Tet  what  conld  there 
be  to  be  commmiicated  ?  He  was  dead.  The 
dead  indeed  in  mauy  cases  left  relatives,  left 
property  behind  them,  aud  there  was  infbr- 
mation  to  be  given,  and  questions  to  be  re- 
solved  respecting  these.  But,  after  so  long  an 
intenral,  this  was  not  a  likely  Solution.  It  was 
besides  a  '^  ship-letter.*'  When  the  remorae- 
less  waves  have  closed  over  a  man,  and  taken 
away  the  principle  of  thought  and  action  Crom 
his  visible  firame,  it  might  almost  as  soon  be 
expected  that  they  would  restbre  to  life  that 
which  they  had  destroyed,  as  that  they  would 
render  back  to  us  any  precise  intelligence  how 
he  had  died ;  the  tomb  is  silent ;  and  the 
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?eni8  of  tbe  ocean  yield  im  od  aocoiant  of  the 
hiddea  things  they  oontain. 

The  more  I  dwelt  on  theae  ckcamstaiiceB, 
the  more  my  uneaainets  increaaed.  I  fielt  as  if 
my  fat/o,  for  all  the  lemaining  period  of  my 
eziatence,  waa  ftdded  np  in  the  cover  of  thia 
litde  letter: — aod  I  feit  tnily ! 

On  what  waa  I  to  vesolve  f  Propriety  aeemed 
to  require  that»  aa  the  letter  waa  addreaaed  to 
Margaret,  it  dioidd  be  delivered  into  her  hand 
with  the  aeal  unbroken.  Bat  what  had  pro- 
priety to  do  with  a  caae  like  thia  ?  Ordinary 
rulea  are  inade  for  ordinary  occaaiona.  There 
ia  doubtleaa  a  deeorom  that  onght  to  be  ob- 
served  in  tbe  common  intercouraea  of  human 
being».  But  thia  was  not  an  aflSur  of  usual 
occorrence.  Thia  letter  might  ahnt  up  in  it 
more  evUa  and  diatempers  than  are  aaad  to  bare 
been  indoeed  in  the  box  of  Ptandora« 

In  a  ward  I  broke  open  the  letter.  Ita  con- 
tenta  came  up  to  my  worst  apprehenaiona. 

William  waa  an  excellent  swimmer.   By  the 
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ttieogtii  of  die  uraves  he  haid  been  carried  fiur 
out  to  flea }  and  he  soon  found  that  it  wonld  be 
in  nun  for  him  to  think  of  making  the  shore 
hy  Usaingle  exertion*  He  turned  towards  the 
abip..  He  had  been  enabled  to  readi  it  on  tbe 
aide  that  atooped  loweat  towarda  Üie  wavea ; 
aad  for  a  moment  he  feit  once  more  that  he 
had  BCMnewhat  solid  on  which  the  sole  of  bis 
foot'was  planted.  It  was  bat  for  an  instant. 
Biit  that  instant  was  every  thing  to  him.  The 
thought  darted  into  his  mind,  that  bis  only 
remaining  chanoe  for  life  consisted  in  his  faat- 
enii^  himself  to  a  piece  of  the  wreek.  A  loose 
phnk  lay  near  him;  a  piece  of  rope  oflfiBred 
itsdf  to  his  band.  This  he  coiled  round  tbe 
plank  and  his  own  bodjr  in  a  manner  so  secare, 
that  they  could  scarcely  by  any  shock  be  se- 
paiated  again.  The  ship  sunk;  bot  himself 
and  the  spar  were  unconnected  with  the  ship. 
He  floated;  and  in  a  «bort  time  was  able  by 
his  exertions  to  give  an  Impulse  to  the  pknk 
and  himself^  that  carried  him  away  from  the 


ga^  in  whicb  Übe  vcsad  ww  aliB0i<i6d«^  He 
thiui  renudned  oa  the  mdaae  for  Imim  ereo 
«fter  all  eenee  bad  deeerted  kim.  Intiusttate 
lie  had  been  taken  up^  and  plaoed  an  tbedeeM 
cf  an  Eagliah  frigate.  By  the  asaiduoiii  eSbrt« 
af  tboae  about  bim  be  was  in  no  long  tune  vt^ 
stored  to  life;  but  bis  powera  were  ao  mucb 
ezbanated^  tbat^  ibr  a  considerable  apaee^  he 
poeaeaaed  no  distinct  xecollection*  He  neither 
knew  wbere  he  was^  nor  what  were  the  evehts 
that  had  immediately  preceded.  AU  aeemed  to 
lum  like  a  dieanu  He  lo€>ked  with  wonder 
upon  the  persona  around  him ;  eveiy  one  wai 
a  atranger.  Before  be  was  able  to  teil  a  co^ 
herent  tale^  or  aignify  bis  wishes  and  desires^ 
the  frigate  was  already  far  out  upon  its  Toyi^. 
From  the  e£Eecta  of  what  he  had  suffered  while 
floating  alone  between  life  and  death,  or  front 
sooae  other  eanse^  he  was  seized  with  a  danger- 
ous  illness;  and  bis  bealth  long  remained  in  a 
precariotts  stale.    Tlie  fi^te  was  already  not 
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für  firotn  Bt.  Hefena,  whai  the  feil  in  with  t  vo 
Spaniak  vesseb^  and,  after  an  obatänale  leaist* 
ance,  vaa  oUiged  to  aabmit  to  übe  enemy.  By 
her  captors  ehe  waa  carried  into  Carthagena, 
wheee  it  was  Bome  time  before  WlUaam  reocK 
▼ered  bis  atrengtb ;  nor  waa  it  tili  after  mnlti* 
pUed  mufertttnes^  and  having  paaaed  tbiongh  a 
yast  Tartety  of  adventuies^  that  lie  bad  finally 
landed  an  the  sboies  of  bia  natiire  oountry. 

Tbe  interval  of  bia  absenoe  appeared  to  Iiim 
aa  notbiog.  It  was  Uke  tbe  atory  of  tbe  aaltan, 
wlio  in  appiebenaion  bad  paased  tbiouj^  a  pe* 
riod  of  twenty  yeai«,  a  atate  of  unrivalled  good- 
foftime^  and  a  State  of  abject  alavery,  and  found 
in  ibe  lesult  that  all  tbia  bad  only  oocupied  the 
time  in  wblch  he  plunged  bis  bead  in  a  tub  of 
water^  and  drew  it  out  again^  and  saw  all  bia 
courtierB  Standing  round  bim  just  as  before. 
So  William  bad  done  and  suiFered  much  during 
bis  expatriation :  but^  tbe  moment  he  came  in 
sight  of  the  land  in  which  resided  tbe  fair  one 


Iw  Icnnedy  Ihete  leililM  fiibdfid  urto  tte  poiri^^ 
dt  a  dittm.  He  fianded  thst  )ie  ahcndd  fiod 
every  tUng,  just  aa  it  liad  beea  mmmnteA  to 
Um  in  bis  letters  af  lecal  writteo  nore  Unui 
im  yesn  ago.  He  inaged  to  fanmielf  Mar- 
garet still  Standing  an  tbe  diffii  at  Pljiooatfc 
looking  oot  for  Us  arrivaL  He  knew  her  too 
well  to  appiehcod  that  her  beert  ooald  be 
dianged.  He  wooU  as  soon  faave  believed  that 
tbe  Island  of  GreatBritain  bad  been  swaUowed 
np  by  aa  earthiiaakie,  as  that  Margaret  wonld 
not  wait  fiir  Ua  letom  bowerer  long»  or,  even 
in  cese  of  bis  deatb,  wonld  not  bave  renudned 
ftttbfiol  to  Ins  memory  as  long  as  sbe  exiated* 
He  bad  therelore  wittten  to  her  fipom  on  board 
die  sbip  that  brougbt  bim  to  England.  He 
b^  been  preivented  from  entering  tbe  first  faoat 
that  came  alongside»  and  bad  ddxfened  bis 
ktter  to  tbe  offieer  that  carried  the  dispatches, 
with  directions  that  be  should  pat  it  in  the 
post  the  instant  he  was  able  to  do  so. 
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The  letter  overflowed  with  all  the  earnest 
impatience  of  a  lover.  The  vmter  aUuäed  to 
the  multiplied  disasters  that  had  overtaken 
him,  and  spoke  most  feelingly  of  the  grief  the 
person  to  whom  it  was  addressed  must  ha?e 
safiered  on  hia  account.  He  had  been  a  pri- 
aoner  of  war;  he  had  undergone  every  kind 
of  privation  and  indignity ;  he  had  wandered 
among  '^deserts  and  mountains^  and  in  cavea 
and  dens  of  the  earth."  But,  through  all  tbeae 
viciasitades,  the  Image  of  Margaret  had  foUow- 
ed  and  sustained  him ;  he  had  seen  her  angelic 
and  benign  countenance^  and  heard  the  afiec- 
tionate  tones  of  her  roice^  constantly  amid  the 
darkness  of  the  night ;  and  tbis  hadgiven  him 
coorage  to  persevere  and  to  live  through  bis 
bittereat  reverses.  And  now  he  wag  retumed 
to  reap  the  reward  of  all  bis  sufieringSi  while 
abe  would  pour  the  balm  of  sjrmpatby  and  love 
into  bis  wounded  breast. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


What  a  letter  was  this  for  me  to  perose !  li 
stripped  in  a  moment  the  rainbow  ooloun  in 
which  the  world  had  been  clad  in  my  eyes,  aod 
exhibited  in  tbeir  stead 

....  all  monstroosy  all  prodigioas  tktii^^ 
AbominaMcj  imirtteraM^«  aod  worat 
Thaa  fable  yet  liad  fdgncd«  or  fear 


Of  late  I  had  been  di«atigfied  with  mj  con- 
dition,  and  had  complained  that  I  had  a  wife 
and  no  wife,  a  woman  who  was  mine  in  all  ex- 
ternal  dnty,  bat  wboae  heart  was  boried  with 
another  in  bis  watery  grave.  Bot  this  was  a 
refinement  of  tbe  imagination,  tbe  oneasiness 
of  a  man  sorroanded  with  indnlgendes,  bot 
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who  pined  for  Bomething  more.  I  had  alten* 
tion^  observance  and  tenderness.  I  had  a  com- 
panion,  the  Ornament  of  her  sex,  who  devoted 
all  her  powers  to  the  making  me  happy^  and  to 
the  providug  me  with  every  species  of  gratifi- 
cation.  Of  living  creatures  I  was  the  one  in 
whom  her  thoughts  were  centred.  Her  eye 
foUowed  me  in  all  my  movements ;  she  regard* 
ed  it  as  her  sacred  duty  to  watch  my  thoughts 
and  anticipate  my  wishes;  and  what  she  did 
for  me  was  done  with  such  tenderness,  so 
Single  a  heart,  and  so  ingenuous  a  disposition, 
that  I  must  have  been  a  brüte  indeed  not  to 
have  feit  the  most  ardent  gratitude  and  the 
sincerest  transport. 

Yes^  I  had  been  happy !  I  feit  myself  so ; 
I  have  acknowledged  that  I  was  happy.  The 
comer  in  my  heart  that  I  reserved  for  discon- 
tent,  was  one  of  its  remotest  recesses,  into 
which  my  thoughts  retired,  when  they  had 
been  already  saturated  with  sweets,  when  they 
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oveiflowed  wiili  teresity^  and  when  in  mere 
wantoDiiess  they  soogiit  for  a  proof  thttt  I  was 
mortal,  tliat  I  had  not  every  thing,  and  thaft  I 
oould  find  a  flaw,  a  sensible  hnperfectiion,  in 
tbe  odierwise  round  and  polished  snrftce  af 
my  joys. 

What  was  I  now?  There  was  a  being  to 
wfaoiii  the  heart  of  Margaret  was  devoted  more 
cmphatically  than  to  me. .  But  erery  one  was 
Bstisfied  that  that  being  had  long  ago  been 
munbered  with  the  dead.  Soooessive  seasons, 
as  we  believed,  had  whitened  his  bones  upon 
flome  distaat  shore.  I  migfat  as  well  be  jealoas 
of  the  devotion  that  exalted  religion  pays  to 
the  Fiigin  Mary,  er  to  the  ahnigkty  Anthor  of  ^ 
the  nnivene,  as  of  Margaretes  love  for  William. 
She  devoted  herself  to  me  above  any  other  in- 
habitant  of  the  earth ;  and  I  ooght  to  be  satis- 
fied.  I  had  no  rival*  Tbe  chastest  spirit  may 
love  ideal  beauty  and  excellence  without  cen- 
sure ;  no  one  would  be  so  irrational  as  to  be 
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jealous  of  the  crealicnis  of  Apdles  or  Baphael, 
of  the  radiance  of  Heleti^  or  the  conjiigal  bS&> 
tion  of  Andromache ;  and  he  who  has  quitted 
the  huay  soene  of  living  things^  is  '^but  as  a 
picture." 

Henceforth  my  condition  was  altogether.dif* 
ferent.  There  was  a  man  that  she  preferred  to 
me  and  to  all  the  world.  In  the  eye  of  heavea 
he  was  her  hnsband.  Nothing  but  death  bad 
divorced  them.  Love  had  never  beeu  proved 
by  such  a  variety  of  tests^  as  the  love  of  Mar* 
garet  for  William.  In  its  first  trial  she  had 
resolved  to  sacrifice  all  the  yeaniings  of  her 
soul  in  obedience  to  her  fatlier*  She  persisted; 
and  her  life  was  on  the  point  of  becoming  the 
victim  of  her  duty.  She  could  command  ex- 
temal  things,  her  actions  and  her  words.  But 
she  could  not  root  the  Image  of  him  she  lored 
from  her  heart.  There  it  lay^  sapping  and 
wasting  away  the  Clements  of  her  exialence. 
Wben  she  leamed  with  every  evidence  of  au» 


IV.  DStOBAIKE;.  41 

thenticit^  that 'William  was  dead^  her  sltuatSon 
was  difierent«  She  became  comparatiTely  re-^ 
signed:  alie  did  not  striegle  against  fhe  decrees 
of  heaven  and  the  laws  of  nature«  Bnt  what  a 
picture  did  her  resignation  exhibit  ?  She  sat 
bloodless  and  patie&t^  the  Image  of  despair.  It 
was  in  yain  that  with  her  corporal  presenee 
she  joined  in  the  song  and  the  dance ;  it  was 
palpable  to  all^  that  her  spirit  was  absent^  and 
that  ahe  no  longer  participated  in  the  conceme^ 
the  gaieties^  or  the  more  seriouB  affidrsj  of  the 
World. 

But  then  she  hnew^  or  she  believed  that  she 
knew^  he  was  dead.  She  bowed  herseif  to  the 
Tiflitations  of  heaven^  and  acted  accordingly. 
It  was  impossible  to  guess  what  would  be  the 
ooDTulsions  and  throes  of  her  soul^  when  she 
recelTed  the  fotal  tidings  which  this  letter  im- 
pafted.  No  Imagination  could  picture  the  suf- 
ferings  tiiat  were  resenred  for  her.  In  the  case 
of  young  Borradale  she  had  bended^  not  merely 
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to  the  wiahefly  bot  to  the  imperious  commands 
of  her  father.  She  had  signified  hf  letter  to 
Ker  lover  wliat  was  detennined  on^  befoie  it 
took  place;  and  thia  was  mucb.  Sbe  had  sooght 
bis  odnsent^  and  reoeived  it.    But  now — 

Her  &tber^  after  severe  efiforts,  and  the  tho- 
rougb  conviction  of  bis  mind,  had  given  bis 
sanction  to  her  union  with  William.  He  had 
resolved  never  again  to  interfere  with  her  own 
dection  on  the  sacred  subject  of  marriage.  The 
youth  had  been  summoned  firom  a  distant  be- 
misphere ;  and  nothing  but  what  appeared  to 
be  the  inexorable  decree  of  fate  had  separated 
them. 

He  had  not  however  perished,  as  had  been 
supposed.  He  had  gone  througb  a  mnltünde 
of  sufferings^  which  would  natnrally  g^ve  bim 
new  merit  in  the  eyes  of  bis  mistress.  He  had 
risen  above  a  thoosand  obstacles,  and  was  re- 
tumed  to  claim  the  reward  of  unmingled  bqp- 
pinesa. 
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Her  attadimeat  bad  been  entixe»  oever  to  be 
rimkd^  never  to  be  extingoished.  To  bev  then 
that  be  still  lived^  wcnüd  be  to  ber  the  btttereet 
leproadi.  Fake^  fickle^  incoDStant  woman! 
Wby  bad  sbe  not  waited  for  bim  ?  Wbo  calied 
on  ber  to  gire  up  tbe  man,  to  wboie  cbdma 
ber  &tber  bad  a£Bzed  bis  sanction  ? 

To  bear  tbat  be  was  living,  wbat  a  sbock 
would  it  inflict  on  ber !  I  coold  scarcely  con- 
oeive  ber  aurviving  it.  It  wonld  totally  diange 
ber  Situation  in  the  world^  and  even  her  iden* 
tity.  Sbe  woidd  be  compeUed  to  regard  berself 
witb  detestation.  Wbat^  wben  sbe  bad  been 
firee  to  act  at  ber  discretion,  wben  all  compiil- 
sion  bad  been  carefully  witiihdd,  that  sbe 
sboold  tben  bave  deserted  tbis  God  of  ber  ido- 
latry  I 

He  bad  been  reported  to  be  dead.  Bot  it  is 
tbe  first  dictate  of  true  love^  to  cling  witb  un- 
alterable  tenacity  to  the  object  of  its  adoration, 
against  hope  to  believe  in  hope^  and  scarcely 
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to  yield  to  deepair^  even  though  the  evidence 
o(  our  aenses  shoiüd  be  called  in  to  induce  us 
to  rdax  our  hold,    But  to  yield  to  rumoar ! 
Even  in  a  vulgär  trial  for  murder^  when  the 
indiridual  remored  is  worthless,  and  perhaps 
more  than  worthleee^  when  no  interest  is  in- 
volved  btit  that  of  general  justice  and  the  secu- 
rity  of  the  abstract  existence  of  society  in  its 
memberB,  the  law  has  wisely  provided^  that  no 
one  shall  be  condemned  and  executed  for  mur- 
der,  tili  it  has  been  shewn  that  the  individual 
aupposed  to  be  murdered  is  actually  dead — ^no 
absence,  no  lapse  of  years,  is  admitted  as  satis- 
factory — ^tbe  body  must  actually  be  produced 
— the  seizure  effected  by  the  great  conqueror 
of  the  World  must  be  fully  ascertained.    And 
was  not  William  entitled  to  the  precaution  and 
ficraple,  that  would  be  exercised  in  the  case  of 
such  an  individual  ?    These  infalHbly  would  be 
the  refiections  of  Margaret. 

And  was  she  then  a  wife  ?  Would  she  count 
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bezsdf  for  such?  No^  she  was  a  beiug  fov 
whom  Society  has  ooined  no  appeUatkui.  fihe 
was  the  despised  and  rejected  of  the  humao 
lace.  She  must  fly  to  Hie  mos!  frightlul  soll- 
tades,  and  call  upon  the  mountaina  and  hüls  to 
corer  her* 

William  was  the  youth  whom  only  the  had 
ever  loved.  As  a  high  point  of  filial  dnty^  aa  a 
refinement  upon  the  obligations  of  a  moeal  be* 
ing,  she  had  given  her  hand  to  me.  But  abe 
nerer  loved  me^  in  the  sense  in  whkh  she  had 
loved  the  companion  of  her  youth.  She  dis» 
charged  the  bonds  into  which  she  had  entered 
towards  me  in  the  most  exemplary  maniier. 
She  watched  for  my  interests ',  she  watched  fbr 
my  gratifications.  But  this  was  an  afiair  of  the 
head^  and  not  of  the  heart.  She  did  what  she 
didy  because  it«became  her,  and  because  she 
cottld  not  hold  herseif  excusable  for  the  small- 
est  omissions.  And  the  steadiness  wiih  which 
ahe  adhered  to  au  this  wai  inexpresaibly  lo?«ly 
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aad  admirable.  But  there  waa  certainly  no- 
dilng  appToaching  to  romantic  in  her  afttadi^ 
ment  to  me. 

Margaretes  therefore  was  not  the  oomnum 
case  of  the  infe  of  two  hnsbauds.  That  of 
itself  is  nearly  the  most  distressful  Situation  in 
which  a  human  being  can  be  phioed.  But  her 
entire^  her  tmequalled  attachment^  as  I  have 
said^  was  to  William.  He  engrossed  her  whok 
faeart«  He  was  the  subject  of  her  dreams ;  his 
image  intruded^  in  spite  of  her  firmest  resolu- 
tions,  into  all  her  duties.  She  was  absent  in 
spiritj  when  she  seemed  most  to  be  engaged  in 
the  affidrs  of  her  new  condition.  When  she 
talked  to  me,  and  when  she  listened  to  me,  she 
paid  a  kind  of  forced  attention  to  whatever  was 
passing.  But  her  heart  was  not  there.  She 
was  buried  with  the  imaginary  deceased ;  and 
it  was  only  a  delusive  semblanoe  of  herseif  that 
sunrived.  To  know  therefore  that  William 
lived,  would  shake  her  whole  firame  with  the 
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Crash  of  an  earthquake :  to  think  that,  while 
he  Btill  Uved^  she  had  vohintarily  givea  hendf 
to  another^  would  unaeat  her  reason,  would  in 
all  probatnlity  eztiogaiah  in  her  the  prindple 
of  life^  and  inatantaneonsly  assodate  her  with 
the  dead.  Her  agonies  would  be  like  those 
which  we  might  conceive  an  exalted  enthusiaat 
to  nndeigo^  upon  whom,  when  engaged  in  the 
act  of  sacrificing  to  them  that  aie  no  goda,  the 
tme  Monarch  of  heayen  ahould  viaibly  descend 
in  all  hia  brightneaa. 
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CH. 


CHAPTER  V. 


I  WAS  at  the  present  instant  the  aole  depoaitarf 
of  Uns  awfiil  secret.  It  was  my  office  to  takft 
care  that  the  intelligence  should  nerer  reach 
the  person  most  deq>ly  coneemed  in  it.  But 
how  was  thia  to  be  efiected  ?  I  had  intercepted 
a  letter.  But  how  was  I  to  be  secure  that  this 
letter^  especially  if  it  remained  onanswered, 
would  not  be  foUowed  by  another  ?  WOliian 
himself  would  infiillibly  set  out  in  search  of  hia 
beloved.  When  and  from  what  quarter  of  tlie 
heavens  would  he  oome  ?  How  ^as  it  posaible 
for  me  to  encoonter  and  intercept  him  ?  If  I 
desired  to  wnte  to  him^  and  endeavour,  by  m 
representation  of  the  real  State  of  thinga,  to 
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preraQ  on  him  to  wiihliold  bis  intronoiiy  and 
mSer  my  wife  to  remain  in  her  preaent  atate  of 
enviaUe  ignorance^  to  what  place  waa  I  to 
addreaa  my  letter?  He  had  landed  on  the 
ooaat  of  Suaaex^  and  the  post-maik  on  the 
Cover  of  what  he  had  written  waa  '^Bright- 
helmatone/*  But  waa  there  any  chance  that 
he  would  remain  there  long  enoogh,  for  the 
esqpoetulaüon  I  ahonld  addreaa  to  him  to  reach 
hhn? 

He  woold  doubtleaa  hear,  before  be  made 
hia  way  into  the  preaence  of  Margaret,  that 
she  waa  akeady  married.  What  then  ?  What 
wonld  be  hia  conduct,  when  he  had  leamed 
tbeae  tldings  of  deapair?  The  moat  obvioua 
impulaea  of  the  hnman  mind  wotdd  lead  him 
to  aeek  an  interview.  No,  he  would  say^  I  will 
not  consent  to  be  asaored  of  my  fate  from  any 
lipa  bnt  her  own!  He  oould  not  avoid — ^he 
would  not  be  a  true  lover>  if  he  could  avoid«* 
the  dedre  to  stand  in  her  preaence^  that  he 
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might  pour  out  bis  soul  before  her,  that  he 
might  teil  her  all  bis  agonies^  that  he  might 
lay  open  before  her  her  tbougbtlesB  cruelty^ 
that  he  might — not  die  in  her  presence — but 
that  at  least  he  might  take  of  her  a  solemn 
farewel,  that  he  might  unload  bis  ^^  bosom  of 
the  perilous  stuff/'  which  he  could  not  long 
carry  about  with  bim  and  live.  It  was  a  me- 
lancholy  and  a  fearful  gratification^  to  take  one 
last  look  of  the  being  he  had  loved  beyond  all 
the  World,  to  hear  from  herseif  the  acoount  of 

what  she  had  suffered,  and  what  had  induced 

» 

her  to  act  in  a  way  that  a  sibyl  or  an  inspired 
propbet  could  never  have  persuaded  bim  to 
believe  she  would  pursue,  and  to  receive  from 
her  her  final  adieux.  This  at  any  rate  was 
the  conduct  that  I  persuaded  myself  William 
would  adopt. 

And  from  this  visit,  which  I  notbing  doubted 
would  at  least  be  attempted,  I  was  bound  to 
guard  the  unfortunate  female  who  bad  been 
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cast  on  my  protection.  Whom  was  I  to 
goard  ?  Was  she  my  wife  ?  No.  I  had  oon- 
odved  an  exalted  idea  of  tfais  speciea  of  re- 
lationship.  I  had  had  an  immaculate  example 
of  it  in  the  case  of  Emilia.  I  had  been 
contented  in  my  second  marriage  to  take  up 
with  a  rery  imperfect  resemblance  of  this 
blesaedness.  Bat  at  least  I  poesessed  a  being 
of  unrivalled  beauty,  upon  whose  conjugal 
affection  no  creature  on  earth  had  a  claim  but 
myself.  I  had  a  sensitive  mind :  I  had  a 
jealous  temper.  Could  I  bear  to  Irre  in  the 
perpetual  presence  of  a  woman,  who  by  the 
institutions  of  society  was  my  own^  but  who^ 
by  a  law  prior  and  superior  to  these  insti- 
tutions^ was  dedicated  to  another  ? 

If  I  could^  still  I  could  not  root  out  fieom 
my  memory  the  fatal  Information  which  this 
letter  had  communicated  to  me.  I  should  sit 
by  her  side,  and  for  ever  recollect^  I  possess 
the  Beeret^  which^  if  known  to  you^  would  tum 
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you  int»  fitone.  You  anüle  now;  yoa  loo|c 
Bereue  y  you  half  folget  tbe  deep  acar  ertlich 
18  trencbed  in  your  bfeaat ;  yt>u  think  yonnelf 
innooent,  and  exemplary  in  the  discfaaige  of 
your  duties.  But  this  is  not  so.  AU  the 
dutiea  you  peif onn  to  me,  are  in  reality  due  to 
the  first  lord  of  your  affiections.  Tour  life  ia  a 
perpetual  cheat;  and  I^  with  the  knowledge 
that  it  ifl  soj  must  be  contented,  must  think 
myself  too  happy  that  the  deoeption  can  still 
be  carried  on,  muat  enact  day  after  day^  w 
long  as  the  deluaion  can  be  preserved,  the  part 
of  the  lovii^,  the  affiectionate»  tbe  satiafied 
husband.  Surely  all  tbe  tonnents  of  hell  can- 
not  equal  the  etemal  repetition  of  this  mum- 
mery. 

And  yet^  for  the  sake  of  the  miaeraUe  vic- 
time I  must  take  care  to  keep  her  fer  e^er  in 
ignoranoe.  Though  he  lived  in  the  aanie 
World,  the  same  eountry,  nay,  the  aame  atreet, 
if  she  knew  it  not,  to  her  he  did  not  li?e.    I 
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anist  therefore  be  Ü»  peraon^  to  boUil  up  Üiß 
wall  tbat  thould  Ude  ftom  her  thie  tsemendouB 
flceret.  I  must  take  csre  that  WiUlam  did  110t 
approach  her^  that  no  kitar  iroif^  bim  imcbod 
faer^  that  even  the  babbling  wind  did  oot.  re^ 
peak  tbe  ttdioga.  Poor  creatore  iif.it  did» 
wfaat  wottld  beoQine  of  her ! 

I  had  a  coofidential  aervant;,  aqd  to  him  I 
was  obliged  to  make  an  unreaerred  oomnumi- 
cation.  He  already  kuew  aomething  of  tbe 
bistory  of  Maipiret^  of  her  intended  marriage 
with  the  Bon  of  lord  Borradale^  of  the  cause  of 
ita  being  broken  off^  and  of  the  miaerable  loss 
at  sea  of  the  youth  towhomahehadprevioaaly 
been  engaged.  Beraons  of  a  certaiii  rank  in 
aodety  imagine  that  they  stand  at  an. immense 
distanoe  from  tfaeir  inferiors^  and  that  notbing 
is  known  of  their  prooeedinga  bot  just  wbat 
they  are  wiUing  shouU  be  known.  Bat  this  is 
a  great  error.  The  menials  by  whom  Mfe  a^ 
sivroondedj  take  a  pride  in  acquaiating  them- 
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CHACTER  I. 

ThUS  üben  I  entered  apon  a  new  scheine  and 
(»der  of  esJstence.  I  had  been  mamed.before. 
I  had  wedded  an  asgelic  cieature^  whofie  heart 
lud  been  exposed  to  no  vexations^  whose  affec- 
tkms  were  new.  All  was  redprocal.and  in 
unison  between  ns;  we  bad  no  seorets  from 
each  otber.  Wbat  one  tbought^  .  the  other 
tiiou^t ;  wbat  one  desired^  the  other  desired. 
We  were  never  bappy  but  in  each  other's  So- 
ciety.    The  live-Iong  day  appeared  but  loo 
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Short  for  our  intercourse,  oor  Communications, 
and  our  love. 

In  my  eecond  marriage  I  experienced  not 
less  satisfection  and  transport.  But  it  was  of 
another  kind.  It  has  been  said,  There  is  no 
true  love  but  between  equals ;  and  Margaret 
and  I  were  not  equals.  We  were  each  fitll  of 
observance  to  the  other :  but  upon  how  diffe- 
rent  a  principle  it  proceeded !  She  was  the 
receiver;  I  the  receired.  She  was  in  a  great 
degree  passive,  attentive  to  my  lightest  wishes, 
desirous  of  even  antidpating  my  contentment. 
Her  thougfats  waited  on  my  thoughts.  But  I 
was  fuU  of  Impulse,  fervour,  restlessness.  I 
looked  to  her  as  the  divinity  I  adored*  No- 
thing I  did  in  relation  to  her  satisfied  me. 
Nothing  was  good  enoiq^h  to  be  worthy  of  her 
exceUence. 

Margaret  was  pale,  frail,  scaroely  qualifted 
to  encounter  the  difficulties  and  hardships  at- 
tendant  on  the  commerce  of  her  spedes.     I 
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looked  «qpon  her  m  ap  ioestimaUfl  jewel,  in- 
dosed  in  a  purse  of  tiffimy,  alxnoat  of  gossamec 
I  was  anxioufr  tfi  Aeknd  h^r  againat  the  iiude- 
aesa  of  the  brc^exe  that  ^cansely  atinred  the 
(eaTes  of  tbe  p(]plar. 

It  we^  nothmg  ij34^,  |f  «be  had  been  cba- 
racterised  merely  hf  tendemess  and  softuesi . 
Bot  I  reaiarked,  within  th^  bewitchingneas  of 
thia  otttwai^  abew,  tbe  niceat  diacenunent  and 
the  mpat  unq^tM»  int^tity.  Her  life»  eaper 
dalljr.for  ni^ymontba  paat,  foc  years^  e^er 
nnce  lord  Borradüe  b^d  preaented.himaelf  at 
the  Gottage  of  the  Sevem,  had  been  a  lifie  of 
sacrifice.  £Lar  firat  purpoae  had  been  to  con« 
aeerate  heradf^  her  aool,  and  all  her  vital 
powera«  to  tb0  obedience  of  her  father»  As 
long  aa  ahe  waa  oapable  of  peraeverance  and 
going  on  to  the  goal  ahe  Jiad  choaen^  ahe  qoailr 
ed  not^  ppt  allowcdJier  devotion  to  awenre. 
And  now,  fftftr  tba  jncihdchQly  cataatrophe  of 
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her  lover^  her  Amt  thou^t  was  how  ehe  coidd 
best  console  her  paients. 

Her  &ther  had  resigned  hia  mlu^-pBattODy 
the  cherifihed  weaknees  of  his  natiire,  that  he 
might  bring  back  his  daughter  to  life,  ta  heakh, 
to  contentinent.    She  had  subBcribed  to  this 
his  generous  act  of  self^denial.  How  conld  she 
do  otherwise?    She  began  to  feel^  as  he  had 
felt^  that  her  existence  was  suspended  upoD  the 
issiie.    She  coidd  not,  she  grieved  that  she 
coold  not,  control  the  powers  of  natore.    It 
might  be  an  exalted  act  on  her  pari  to  die,  ta- 
ther  than  seem,  even  in  thought,  to  disobey  the 
authors  of  her  existenoe.    Bat  this  would  not 
gratify  her  father.    He  desired  to  behold  her 
the  daughter-in-hiw  of  lord  Borradale»     He 
conld  not  enduie  so  mudi  aa  to  imagine^  that, 
instead  of  seeing  her  a  bride,  he  should  aee  her 
a  corpse,  and  himself  close  upon  her  tbe  por« 
tals  of  the  tomb«    At  last  therefoie  Ixyth  faduer 
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aad  dBugkter  had  agseed  that  she  should  be 
united  to  the  lover  of  her  choioe.  Tbus, 
in  perfect  accord  with  her  duty,  and  vith 
the  cordud  asseot  of  her  paicnta,  ahe  had 
had  the  proapect  of  entire  happinesa  with 
(aa  ahe  beUeved  it)  the  worthieaty  the  teoder- 
eit,  the  moat  affiBctionate,  the  beat  of  hmnan 
beinga. 

Bnt  heaven  had  ordered  it  otherwiae ! 

Sbottld  ahe  then,  thua  tried^  thua  bereaved 
by  the  ahnighty  Author  of  the  universej .  give 
way  to  deapair  ?  No. :  She  would  atill  apply 
henelf  to  diacharge  ihe  dutiea  that  were  left 
her.  -Her  father  shonld  not  aee  her  the  victim 
of  ircetrlevable  aorrow.  She  would  ahe?ir  her» 
aelf  worthy  of  the  parent,  who  for  her  aake  had 
made  ao  generoua  a  aacrifioe«  He  had  done 
hos  party  all  that  conld  be  required  of  the  moat 
affiectionate  and  esoemplary  fatber;  and  ahe 
would  do  hera.  He  ahoold  aee,  that  ahe  was 
not  like  the  poppy  of  the  field^  ita  head  aur* 
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charged  with  dew^  its  stalk  broketi,  and  that  is 
no  more  able  to  lift  itself^  no  tnore  to  be  num- 
bered  with  the  flowers  of  the  earth.  What 
could  not  Ve  restored^  should  be  forgotlen  by 
her ;  or,  if  ndt  forgotten^  should  not  hare  the 
power  to  prevent  her  from  fiUing  her  chie  place 
m  fiociety,  or  presenting  herself  in  the  eye  of 
the  ahnighty  Creator^  as  one  who,  if  she  had 
received  oertain  talents,  had  not  failed  to  apply 
ihem  to  such  purposes  as  her  opportunities 
allowed  her. 

When  therefore  I  looked  at  Margaret,  I 
found  in  her  nothing  but  what  was  pleasant, 
delightful,  adorable  to  the  eye^  while  all  widdn 
was  simplicity  and  wisdom,  entire  intq^ty^ 
and  consummate  virtue.  When  I  saw  her,  I 
saw  the  most  transoendant,  and  at  the  same 
time  the  most  delicate  thing,  that  ever  met  the 
eye  of  man,  or  that  Imagination  e^er  framed. 
I  thought  of  her  as  of  a  pearl  beyond  all  price. 
When  I  met  her  at  the  breakfast'^table,  clad  in 
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all  Üie  Bimplidty  of  her  mofnmg  attire,  my 
heait  rejoioed  within  me.  When  I  bsw  her 
anddflt.the  parterres  of  her  garden^  she  was 
the  fahrest  flower,  or  rather  she  was  as  tbe  orb 
of  day^  from  wUch  all  of  ihem  derived  their 
coloor^  iheir  health^  and  their  sweetness.  When 
I  retumed  to  her  £rom  a  short  absenoe,  what 
were  the  transports  with  which  I  beheld  her  I 
In  absenoe  she  was  my  dream ;  I  tnmed  a 
Iboasand  times  to  view  the  curling  smoke  as  it 
rose  finom  the  residence  in  which  she  dwelt. 
Or,  if  every  t^ken  of  its  existence  were  rendered 
by  diatance  undiscemiUe,  still  I  knew  the  di- 
rection  in  which  it  lay,  and  my  heart  beat  and 
tremUed^  even  as  the  magnet  trembles  towards 
the  pole. 

In  every  thing  I  studied  her  pteasure,  and 
ne?er  ceased  to  enquire  within  myself  what 
GOttld  tend  to  her  gratification.  Her  health 
was  precariom ;  her  frame  was  delicate ;  and 
still  I  thooght  what  food,  what  exercise,  what 
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reading^  wl^t  topica  of .  cdnversatiMi,  what 
amusements,  what  scene  of  resideoce»  tbe  al^ 
mosphere/of  wbat  part  of>  Eaglaod^.  or  of 
Europe^  woald  be  moat  cong^ial  and  aamtary 
to  her.    I  watched  her  eye^  her  lips^  tbe  indi* 
cations  of  peace  or  uneaaineaa,  of  content  or 
discontent^  that  were  to  be  found  in  her  conn- 
tenance.     When  she  spoke,  how  I  hung  ob 
the  tonea  of  her  Yoioe !    That  little  oi^;an  ifi 
capable,  I  had  almoat  said,  of  milUona  of  mo- 
dulations.     The  catalogne^  digeated  by  my 
Penetration  and  vigUanee^  did  ^oi  certainlf 
comprehend  them  all;  but  it  was  of  oonaider- 
able  extent.    If  her  eye  brightened^  how  was 
I  penetrated  witb  joy !    The  douda  and  «m- 
shine  of  the  human  qountenance,  and  theae  are 
infinitely  more  niunerona  and  variable  than 
thoae  of  an  Api^il.day,  I  conld  read  them  alL 
When  a  thought  or  a  feeling  was  yet  bnt  half- 
conceived^  and  lay  ynraatured  and  in  embryo> 
I  caughi  it,  I  diacemed  it,  I  encountered  it,  aa 
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tfae  caae  miglil  be,  vAÜt  cordial  welcome^  or 
witk  opportime  previentioii» 

Margaret  was  to  me  what  a  iavoimte  toy  or 
fdaythmg  is  to  an  affiectianate  chitd.  She  was 
läe  ÜI6  Bttle  Urd,  that  the  diild  thinka  afae 
dn'  nerer  enoagh  careat^  or  teatüy  her  fand- 
neaafor.  ShewasIikethefeticheofaiiATalnan 
devotee,  a  rdic  in  which  a  portion  of  the 
difinity  ia  toppoaed  to  take  up  ita  residence^ 
andwfakli  la  aaan  amnlet^that^  aa  long  aa  it  is 
ntaioedy  faila  not  to ''  keep  br  off  each  thing ' ' 
of  calamity  or  eviL  t  oonaidered  the  honae  aa 
Ueat  that  contained  her^  and  every  thii^  npon 
which  ahe  amiled  aa  derinng  firom  that  amile  a 
Aaracter  of  inimlableneaa.  It  waa  impoaaible 
then  that  I  ahonld  not  he  auperktiyely  happy ; 
iordidl  not  poaaeae  her?  and,  aa  often  aa  I 
pleaaedy  conld  I  not  aaAiafy  myself  with  be- 
hMiag  her  ligore  and  her  oountenance  ?  I 
was  leady  to  ezdaim  wHh  the  queen  of  Kieba 

ia  boly  writ,  '^  ^^^PPT  ^"^  ^7  ^01^9  ^nd  happy 

b5 
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are  tkese  thy  sevvaiits5  wUcb  stand  conttenalljr 
b^ie  thee ! '' 

Indeed  Mai^aret  nerer  appeand  to  greater 
advantage^  dian  aa  atunroiinded  by  the  esta» 
bliahmaity  et  the  head  of  which  I  had  plaaed 
ker.  She  was  most  acrupnlaiu  and'  indefirti-- 
gable  ih  the  diachargecf  her  dntiea  aa  a  uataan, 
a  patroneasy  a  r^pilator,  a  directreas  of  aU  thaft 
feU  under  her  superinteiideiioe;  ftir  dutyms 
the  aanctuary  at  which  afae  wonhlpped«  No« 
thing  cotdd  exceed  the  detteacy^  the  neatnea«, 
the  degance  of  every  Service  and  arrai^iemeBt 
that  passed  tinder  her  Inspeetion*  And,  aa  I 
have  already  said,  all  tibat  approached  her  weae 
happy.  Her  ndes  were  so  perfect  and  so 
aimple,  that  to  wdt  üpon  and  to  foUow  tbcm 
was  feit  like  perfect  freedom.  9be  spoke  to 
all  with  such  coosiderateness  and  kindness, 
that  each  indmdual  was  delighted  with  Ihe 
▼ery  sonnd  of  her  volce.  ^'When  the  car 
heard  her,  it  blessed  her  j  and  when  the  eye 
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nw  her,  it  gmie  witness  to  hetJ*  liiere  wm 
%  benigmtjr  in  her  smiley  which  no  imagiBaticm 
coBld  paint  to  itself  bat  thst  of  him  who  had 
viewed  it.  And  she  did  not  confine  heradf  to 
the  impwting  pleasure  hy  ihe  kindoess  of  her 
looks.  Sfae*  Btudied  tlie  oontentmentj^  the  ul- 
tinuite  advantage,  the  very  desirea  of  all  that 
appioached  her.  No  one  catne  near  her  with- 
oot  being  the  better  fbr  it. 

The  diacharge  of  her  duty  m  Margaret  car* 
ried  ita  own  reward. ahmg  with-k.'  Oceupied 
as  ahe  waa  in  providing  for  the  happinaaa  of 
othera,  it  waa  not  in  the  natore  of  thinga  that 
ahe  conld  ahogether  fail  in  aharing  what  ahe 
diapenaed.  Hera  waa  an  active  life.  For 
eirerjrhoor  and  every  mipute  of  the  day  ahe  had 
flcnaekhing  to  do,  to  think  of,  to  premedäate,  or 
to  idiaerve.  Not  that  ahe  waa  alwaya  in  action; 
iier  life  waa  far  removed  firom  reaUeaaneaa,  huf  ry 
and  pertarbation.  But  that  the  goodneaa  of 
her  diapoaition  waa  finr  ever  overflowing  «pou 
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othen.    She  oonstanüy  meditated  upon  order, 
arrangementy  improvement,  improTement  of 
herself^  and  of  all  that  came  within  thc  spbcre 
of  her  influenoe.    And^  being  engaged  in  thb 
tndn  of  doing  wfaat  her  jadgement  approred, 
she  dafly  drew  nearer  to  tbe  siate  of  forgetting 
that  she  had   erer  been  uiiiortnnate.     The 
image  of  her  William,  that  was  impiessed 
upon  her  heart  of  hearts,  perpetoally  grew 
funter }  it  preaented  itself  less  f reqoently  than 
it  had  done^  and  not  wüh  the  same  d^;ree  of 
agony. 

It  was  even  thos  that  I  experienced  weeka» 
nay  months  of  perfect  fhxition,  so  that  not  a 
day  passed  over  my  head  that  I  did  not  con* 
gratnlate  xnyself  upon  the  ineslimable  priaa 
that  I  had  drawn  in  the  lottery  of  life«  I  waa 
a  creature  allogether  difiSsrent  from  any  tbing 
I  had  fclt  in  myself  for  the  last  ilfteen  years« 
They  had  had  their  pleasures.  But  tbese  plea- 
snres  had  been  few  and  thinly  dispened  over 
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tke  Gonent  of  my  days.  They  were  the  fertik 
Onaes,  tbe  litde  islandfl  oi  yendurey  scattered 
Qfer  an  immenfle  Libyan  deaert,  But  now  I 
Beter  wdie  io  the  morning  withoat  the  oon- 
Bdonaneaa  cf  my  good  fortnae.  I  &e?er  lay 
down  at  night  hat  in  aerenity  and  aatiafaction. 
My  sun  alwaya  ahone;  my.  firmament  waa 
always  cemlean;  my  garden  waa  wameUed 
irith  each  oolonr  of  the  bow  of  hearen; 

And  with  fresh  flowerets  hiU  and  valley  imfled. 
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CHAPTER  U. 


This  had  a  pause*  I  feit  a  vacaitjr;  and  I 
kuew  not  why.  It  was  not  that  I  stood  in 
need  of  still  fiirther  novelty^  or  that  I  wanted 
a  more  various  succession  of  gratifications  to 
fiU  up  the  craving  of  my  soul.  It  was  that  no 
one  of  my  pleasores,  when  I  analysed  it,  when 
I  savoured  and  dwelt  upon  it  deliberatdy^  was 
complete.  It  was  by  slow  degrees  that  I  de- 
tected  this. 

I  had  Margaret^  as  the  partner  of  my  board, 
as  the  person  who  superintended  my  estahlish- 
ment.  I  oould  see  her  when  I  pleased«  I 
could  sit  by  her  side  for  hours  together,  and 
always  found  her  obliging.    She  listened  to  me 
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qipafently  wiüi  sn  unwenried  attentioii«  Sht 
wonld  do  ytbBXevet  I  desind}  ehe  woidd  sing^ 
or play^  öt  ride,  orwiilk.  Und  to  a  ceitam  iegtee 
bemeny  or  sad^  as  I  gavethe  signal  tat  tbe  one 
OT  the  odier.  Whjr  was  not  I  oootented? 
Wbai  coidd  I  reaionatdy  desife^  tbat  was  not 
witnin  my  raaon  r  - 

It.waaifaat  the  Baal  was  not  these.  Allthat 
Maigaiet  did,  tras  in  the  spirit  of  diBduDging 
a  duly.  Htr  hand  lerfts  stretehcd  oottome; 
the  waa  ever  readyv  at  Üue  sUgiitait'istiDiation^ 
to  call  lipail  her  powets  toperfemamy  beding; 
bat  her  heart  did  not  beat  towarda  nie.  Fjrom 
mokneat  to  momoit  she  stiU  lelapaedy  snbaided, 
faitoheraelf.  I waaperiiapa  toontbtlekiooii« 
tumally  devising  my  own  uneasinesa  and  dis* 
content«  If  at  any  moment  I  looked  at  her, 
when  ehe  did  not  ezpect  to  be  obaenred,  Icould 
aee  that  her  mind  waa  abaent^  tfaat  her  thongfata 
were  engaged  in  aomething  remote^  and  which 
had  noIhiBg  to  do  with  her  hnaband.    She  had 
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a  iecrefc  ttofe,  a  hidden  treatnre,  that  no  one 
vms  to  look  upon  but  hersel£.  Wben  ahe  was 
aloDe^  the  casket  that  contained  thia  treaamc^ 
did  not  waitfor  her  toapply  the  key^  to  diqday 
toheradmiriageyesitsTeaervedbeaaity;  ithad 
a  aympathetic  virtne^  and  opened  bcfare  her 
unbidden.  When  she  was  in  society,  thia 
hidden  idea  waa  nerer  Icßog  abeent  bom  her 
thou^itB,  I  mo6t  sacradly  believe  that  ahe 
did  not  enooorage  thia  wandering  of  the  niind» 
thia  departme  fiom  what  ahe  veg^adeA  aa  her 
reoorded  duty.  No;  ahe  atrove  againat  it; 
and^  though  it  roae  a  thouaand  timea,  ahe  each 
time  wreaUed  with^  and  defeated  it.  But  h 
had  an  enei^  that  oould  never  be  eirtingiiiahed; 
the  tenadoua  invader,  though  wounded  in  the 
moat  vital  placea^  and  appaiently  IdUed^  yet 
retamed  a£reah  to  the  attack^  and  ahewed  a 
vigoiir  never  to  be  diminiahed. 

Afaigaret  tfaerefore  waa  pceaent  witk  ne  in 
appearance^  bat  abaent  in  reality.    She  waa  in 
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mj  «{qprehentkm.  Uke  ose  of  Üiom  skmUaera, 
thofle  «osatetaatud  cfl^ies^  sp€kta  of  by  La- 
cniiiis^  that  /^moek  our.  eyes  with  i^/'  and 
aeem  to  be  with  ns^  wlied  tbe  aotual  fetaasm 
are  fiEir  abaent,  aad  wte  whoUy  unomaeiotta  of 
wbere  their  repreaentailivea  are,  and  wliat  tbey 
may  appear  to  be  doii^.  8he  waa  like  tfae 
Herodea  we  read  of  in  the  Odyaaey,  a  mere 
euE^ty  diad^  aeemingly  vezed  in  Tartarus^ 
when  perionally  he  waa  in  hearen,  the  partaker 
of  endleaa  Midtiea. 

•  I  compaied  the  life  thal  I  now  apent  with 
Margaret^  with  that  which  I  had  paaaed  with 
my  fifat  wife,  the  faultleaa  and  aU*perfect 
ÜDiilia*  That  waa  emphaücalty  an  «nion  of 
two  aoola  in  one.  Our  deaiies  alwaya  corre^ 
qNmded;  wechoaethesamethinga}  onrfrank- 
ncaa  waa  unboanded;  nddief  of  na  had  even  a 
thoQght  that  waa  a  aecret  £rom  the  other. 
Iliat  waa  indeed  a  happineaa  whidi  left  no- 
tfaing  to  be  deaired. 
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Whftt  was  my  present  sHuation  ?  When  I 
saw  Margaret^  I  sar  a  creafture  tlian  wbom 
iniaginalioii  could  aot  ahape  any  thing  mote 
fesplendent  and  divine,  and  who^  beaide  thia, 
acquired  an  additional  interest  vidi  me,  inaa- 
much  aa  ahe  was  the  child  ci  miafortane^ 
oppressed  with  a  calamity  that  never  could  be 
removed,  and  who  therefore  called  fortli  that 
peculiar  speciea  of  tenderneaa  which  ia  tbe 
sister  of  pity^  at  the  bottom  of  my  heart.  Bnt, 
in  the  moat  emphatical  sense,  ehe  waa  nothing 
to  me.  What  I  thought,  waa  not  what  ahe 
thought;  what  I  fdt,  waa  not  what  ahe  feit. 
She  had  her  seat  of  retirement  and  privacy, 
where  I  must  never  corne;  to  that  which 
paased  in  her  heart  of  hearta  I  was  to  be  for 
ever  a  stranger.  I  had  her  body,  all  outward 
duty,  honour  and  observance;  her  mind  waa 
another's. 

It  b  true,  I  ought  to  have  been  prepared  for 
this.    No  deception  had  been  practiaed  upon 
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me-  Her  yirgin  hsatt,  the  first  impidies  of 
her  goüdess  yovdi^  Iiad  been  ghrcii  to  her 
William.  I  had  consented,  I  had  eagerly  de^ 
rired,  to  make  myself  one  with  fUa  child  of 
diaafipoiiitimnt;  I  had  smod  to  be  the  guardiaii 
of  thia  beautifol  fiine^  even  aB  it  thna  lay  in 
rnina.    What  right  theo  had  I  to  oomplain  ? 

Alasy  what  availed  it  me  to  reaaon  in  this 
manner  7  To  love^  and  to  be  wise^  ia  denied, 
we  are  told,  even  to  the  Gk>dB  aboye.  In  tmth, 
waa  ever  man  in  any  case  reconcikd  to  sufFer- 
ing,  by  the  consideration  that  he  had  desenred 
no  better?  She  was  my  wife.  She  had  vp* 
proached  with  me  to  the  altar^  and  had  taken 
the  Tows  which  had  been  tendered  to  her  in 
that  chancter.  By  levery  hiw^  hnman  and 
dirai^,  she  was  mine.  Coold  I  be  eontented 
then,  to  keep  this  most  predons  of  eatthly 
possesaions,  thia  thing  so  emphattcally  my 
own,  while  a  **  oomcr  *'  of  it  was  retained  **  for 
othera'  usea?'* 
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It  it  tnie,  that  the  claim  of  Wüliam  was 
eider  thaii  mine.  She  had  loved  hkii^  befbre  I 
was  a  candidate  for  her  affectiooB.  She  had 
giFen  me  all  that  it  was  still  in  her  power  to 
give.  She  could  not  therefore  be  to  blame. 
Hie  laws  of  nature  she  couM  not  lererse;  that 
on  whioh  the  past  had  set  its  seal^  it  is  not  m 
the  power  of  omnipotence  itself  to  reoal. 

This  howerer^  after  all,  was  bare  reaaoning. 
I  feit  that  I  had  a  wife,  who  was  in  the  strictest 
waae  not  a  wife.  I  feit  that  I  sat  in  nnUamed 
commiinion  with  the  first  of  heaven's  crea- 
tores,  while  I  was  at  the  same  time  in  tmth  a 
stranger  to  her. 

It  was  worse  than  this.  Oh,  I  do  not  half 
do  justice  to  the  agony  of  my  condition !  I 
knew  her  thooght;  I  knew  in  general  terms 
the  topic  upon  which  her  mind  was  exercised ; 
thongh  I  did  not  know  it  in  all  its  detail.  I^e 
was  aware  that  I  possessed  her  secret,  that  she 
had  a  Window  in  her  bosom,  that  her  heart  was 
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tnmqpsrent  to  me.  Bat,  thm^b  sbe  kiiew  this, 
she  dared  not  speak  her  thonght;  she  wonld 
have  lield  it  mcrüeg^  to  utter  so  much  at  a 
f^flable  raapecting  it.  I  was  aware  too  of  her 
timidityj  her  terror,  the  meaning  of  her  silencey 
the  woffds  that  vere  for  ever  burating  their 
bouada^  and  forcing  their  way  to  her  lipa»  but 
were  never  pnnounced;  and  I  ventu^ed  not  by 
the  alighteflt  indication  to  betray  my  conactous-^ 
neaa«   Waa  eyer  oonstraant  like  thia  conatndnt? 

I  waa  therefore  füll  surely  a  discohtented 
man*  I  bore  about  with  me  a  repining  apirit. 
My  bnd  of  happinesa  waa  withered;  and  all  the 
remamder  of .  my  days  consigned  to  bleak  and 
harren  diaappointment. 

Tet,  in  apite  of  all  thia,  I  loved  the  fair  one, 
wkh  whom  I  had  entered  into  the  public  ccm- 
tract  of  everlaating  union.  Loyed!  Nay,  I 
doated  on  her.  She  waa  inexpreaaibly  bean- 
tifiiL  .  The  pale  languor  that  hmig  about  her 
for  ever^  the  whiteness  in  her  cheeb^  the  aick- 
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lineBB  thi^  impreiuBed  ita  stamp  iqioii  her  coim* 
tensnoe^  rendered  her  intorestiiig  beyand  the 
power  of  words  to  speak.  It  was  not  tiie  aidc«- 
lineas  we  so  offcen  «ee,  which  ccmTeya  to. vis  the 
idea  of  diaorganisatioii^  an  imhealthfbl  and 
Tuined  frame.  It.  was  aa  if  a  member  of  the 
host  of  heaven,  fated  to  exist  throngh  everhiat» 
ing  ages,  had  experienced  aome  honry  and 
heart-striking  diaappointment.  I  could  not 
live  witbout  aeeing  her.  It  was  neceaaarjr  for 
me  not  ooly  to  know  that  ahe  was  aafe :  I 
beaides  reqnired  for  thia  the  ^'  aenaible  and  tme 
avouch  of  my  own  eyes/'  Though  she  did  not 
by  her  looks  convey  to  the  by^stander  the 
notion  of  one  in  whom  the  seeda  of  deafch 
had  rooted  themaelvea,  yet  eren  her  pure  and 
healtbfiil  delicacy,  so  to  express  myaelf,  ayrak- 
ened  in  my  mind  the  idea  that  she  might  eacipe 
me^  and  be  no  more«  She  needed  cat^  and 
aoothingy  and  encouragement ;  and  who  so  pro* 
per  to  exercise  that  care  aa  myaelf  ?     It  ia  one 
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of  the  canoBS  of  our  nature^  that  we  love  a 
Ümmand  times  Hie  more  the  being  who  de* 
penda  an  na  for  its  preaervation. 

Yea:  however  paradoxical  it  may  aeem,  I 
ahould  not  hare  lored  the  moat  beautifiil  crea* 
tnre  in  female  fonn^  with  yigoTous  and  nndMited 
healthywiftfa  agladandlan^iingeye^andwhoBe 
fimba  "wsTe  alert  and  active  aa  thoee  of  a  young 
loe  on  the  mountains^  half  ao  well  aa  I  loved 
Maigaret.  «Tendemeaa  is  the  name  for  a  lover'a 
moat  exquisite  aensation ;  protection  is  implied 
in  hia  rnsaat  generona  and  heart-tiurilling  im« 
pulae.     . 

In  a  ward,  I  £dt  that  ahe  waa  not  a  wife.  I 
oonfeaaed  that  I  had  pramiaed  myaelf  a  Jiino^ 
and  had  embraced  a  eloud.  Tet  from  my  h^art 
I  Cofgaye  her.  I  was  bitterly  disappointed; 
hol  I  harboured  no  resentment.  And  where* 
lore  ahcHÜd  I  ?  She  had  practised  no  deception« 
I  grant  that  I  had  been  deoeived  $  and  that  I 
daily  fielt  that  deoeption  more  acntely»    Bat  l 
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waB  self-deceived.  What  I  had  ezpected,  and 
what  was  necessary  to  my  happinesB^  was  in 
Opposition  to  the  course  of  nature«  I  might  as 
reasonablj  hare  looked  that  the  sunshould 
retum  in  its  orbit,  and  set  at  the  point  from 
which  it  rose^  as  that  Margaret  shonld  foiqget 
all  the  bittemess  of  her  fate^  and  be  giyen  up, 
heart  and  soul,  to  the  unfortonate  man  who 
was  now  her  husband. 

The  Position  upon  which  I  was  thus  caat, 
had  a  Singular  effect  on  my  temper  and  firame 
of  mind.  I  had  for  fifteen  years  been  a  wi- 
dower.  During  that  time  the  train  of  fedings 
which  belong  to  the  intercourse  between  two 
persons  of  opposite  sexes  vowed  to  each  other^ 
had  fidlen  into  disuse  with  me.  I  might  be 
Said  to  have  grown  old  in  habits  of  Concentrin 
tion  and  uncommunicativeness.  But  I  found, 
when  the  trial  came,  that  I  had  not  grown  oU. 
The  spirit  of  the  affections  was  as  mudi  alive 
in  me  as  ever^   The  longer  the  stream  had  been 
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ifltemipted^  the  more  impetaously  did  it  seem 
to  flow,  when  every  obstruction  to  its  coune 
was  removedy  or  rather  when  a  new  Channel 
faaul  been  opened  in  which  it  might  freely  spread 
itaelf .  My  observance  was  probably  more  fer- 
▼ent  and  intense  towards  Margaret,  than  it  had 
everbeen  to  Emilia.  Even  the  period  of  life  I 
had  reached,  appeared  to  have  the  effect  of 
rendering  my  devotion  more  steady  and  un- 
aherable.  I  had  lost  mnch  of  the  levity  and 
meraorialness  of '  youth,  and  the  trun  of  my 
purposes  and  actions  became  more  profound. 
And,  along  with  this,  came  the  singnlarity  of 
my  Situation  with  my  present  wife :  ever 
den>ted,  ever  watchfiil,  never  satisfied.  My 
aqxiety  over  her  grew,  even  frccn  this  cause, 
that  that  consummation,  that  entire  union  of 
fieelings  and  desires,  that  complete  pouring  ou 
of  the  soul  towards  each  other,  which  marriage 
in  its  moat  perfect  form  proposes  to  itself,  never 
anived  between  us^ 

▼OL«  II.  c 
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CHAPTER  IIL 


In  this  Situation^  tfais  State  of  acute  and  morbid 
aiudetjr,  the  astounding  intelligence  reached  me^ 
that  William  lived.  Siz  montha  £rom  my  mar- 
riage  had  scaroely  elapsed^  wben  I  reoeived  tfae 
informatioo. 

Aa  I  have  already  related^  he  had  by  a  mere 
accident  been  flimg  into  the  aea,  at  the  very 
moment  that  he  piirpoaed  to  leap  from  the 
Roebuck  into  the  iong-^boat,  by  whoee  mens 
all  thoae  on  board  were  aaved,  that  were  aup- 
posed  to  have  escaped  alive.  He  had  howerer 
recoirered  the  shock  {  he  had  been  seen  awim- 
ndng  towarda  the  boat;  he  was  on  the  point  of 
being  taken  in^  and  delivered  fvcnn  a  watery 
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graye ;  when  an  immense  wäre  intervened,  ear« 
ried  him  many  yarda  from  die«point  he  had 
reached;  and  he  was  seen  no  more.  Ahnost 
at  the  same  instant,  firom  the  foice  of  a  new 
sea,  the  ship  made  a  violent  plmige,  and  went 
to  the  bottom.  No  one  doubted  that,  in  this 
melancboly  crisis»  the  life  of  the  lover  of  Mar- 
garet had  been  added  to  the  wide  destruction 
that  had  tben  been  aocomplished. 

Sereral  years  had  now  elapaed^  doring  which 
nothing  had  been  heard  of  this  unfortnnate 
youth.    He  had  been  seen  to  be  carried  away 
by  the  roaring  and  remoraekss  element;  he 
had  £uled  of  bis  chance  of  being  taken  into  the 
boat ;  the  diip  itself,  befoie  the  very  eyes  of 
those  who  had  lately  been  its  inmates,  was 
finaUy  and  auddenly  submeiged  in  the  ocean. 
Wfaat  Chance  was  there  that  in  so  desperate  a 
cttvmnatanee  he  ahonld  suryiye?    If  he  had, 
would  he  not  apeedily  h»re  been  heaid  of  ?    If 
by  some  proridential  interposition  he  had  been 

c2 


88  DELORAIME.  CH. 

picked  up  at  sea^woold  he  not  have  been 
kuided'on  his  native  shore  by  those  who  saved 
him  ?  He  oame  to  be  married^^-H^caUed  from 
a  painful  ezile,  by  those  who  had  occaaioned 
hk  baiiiahmenty  with  the  purpose  to  faave  bis 
moat  sanguine  wishes  crowned  with  suocesa, 
to  be  uniied  to  the  excelling  and  conatant  ahe 
in  whom  bis  very  heart  waa  centred^— was  it 
posfiible  that  any  thing  but  death  oould  have 
detained  him  from  her  longiDg  anoa  ?  Mar- 
garet  had  neyer  a  single  thought  that  oould 
obtscuee  that  of  her  William,  She  saw  bim 
perpetually  in  her  dreams :  but  she  aaw  him  aa 
a  ghoat.  She  had  been  in  a  manner  an  eye- 
witness  of  bis  tragic  fate :  it  was  too  real  to  be 
doubted :  hope  itself  oould  not  conjure  up  the 
conception  that  he  liyed.  For  a  time  however 
she  remidned  a  faithful  widow  to  her  tme  lord ; 
she  wottld  have  '^  served  seven  years^  and  they 
would  ha^e  aeemed  to  her  but  a  few  days  for 
the  love  that  she  bare  him;"  she  knew  dhe 
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ooald  never  be  in  a  pure  and  genuine  eense  tht 
wife  of  another.  But  she  tfaought  iibe  bad 
dntiea  ihat  surviTed;  and  she  submitted  ac* 
oofdii^Iy.  When  she  hää'  waited  for  years ; 
vhen  ftncy  liad  doring  tbat  period  been  her 
meat  aad  her  drink^  and  she  took  in  a  mxpDBt 
m>  other  nonriahment;  when^  if  she  met  tbe 
eyes  of  her  parents^  ehe  saw  what  they  ex«> 
pected  of  her,  though  they  wonid  not  ntter 
their  thongfatB^-^-^she  recoUected  what  she  owed 
them^  how  much  her  father  had  sacrificed  of 
his  darling  passion,  and  she  resolved  that  she 
wotdd  once  more  force  her  way  into  the  scene 
of  human  things,  and  do  what  she  could  to 
recompense  him  for  his  self-denial. 

It  was  under  these  circumstances  that  a  let^ 
ter  was  put  into  my  hands  by  my  valet.  It 
was  diredted  to  Margaret  by  her  maiden  name. . 
She  was  from  home  at  the  time,  on  a  visit 
to  her  parents.  It  had  ttaveUed  to  diflbrent 
places^  and  at  length  readied  the  scene  of  my 
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CR. 


abode.  It  was  marked  on  the  oatside,  ^'  Ship* 
Letter/' 

•  The  fiight  of  this  letter  strack  me  Hke  a  thun- 
derbolt.  It  fiUed  me  with  all  wild  and  i^pall- 
ing  impressioDB.  What  was  I  to  beHeve  ?  I 
had  a  presentiment,  that  in  some  way  or  other 
it  related  to  William.  Yct  what  conld  there 
be  to  be  commmiicated  ?  He  was  dead.  The 
dead  indeed  in  many  cases  left  relatives,  left 
property  behind  them,  aud  there  was  infbr- 
mation  to  be  given,  and  questions  to  be  re- 
solved  respecting  these.  But,  after  so  long  an 
intervalj  this  was  not  a  likely  Solution.  It  was 
besides  a  ^' ship-letter.**  When  the  remorse* 
less  waves  have  closed  over  a  man,  and  taken 
away  the  principle  of  thought  and  action  firom 
his  visible  firame,  it  might  almost  as  soon  be 
expected  that  they  would  restbre  to  life  that 
which  they  had  destroyed,  as  that  they  would 
render  back  to  ns  any  precise  intelligence  how 
he  had  died ;  the  tomb  is  silent ;  and  the  ca- 
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veniB  of  tbe  ocean  yield  iu  oo  aocoimt  of  the 
hidden  things  they  contain. 

The  more  I  dwelt  on  tbese  cucimiBtaiieeB, 
the  vaore  my  uneasiness  increaaed.  I  feit  aa  if 
my  ftte,  for  all  the  rrmaining  period  of  xny 
exiatence,  waa  klded  up  in  the  cover  of  thia 
litde  letter:^-and  I  feit  troly  I 

On  what  waa  I  to  Tesolve  t  Propriety  aeemad 
to  reqoire  that,  aa  the  letter  waa  addreaaed  to 
Margaret,  it  abould  be  delivered  into  her  hand 
vith  the  aeal  nnbroken.  But  what  had  pro- 
priety to  do  with  a  caae  like  thia  ?  Ordinary 
nilea  are  made  for  ordinary  occadona«  There 
ia  doubUeaa  a  deeonun  that  ought  to  be  ob- 
aerved  in  the  common  mtercouraea  of  human 
beinga.  But  thia  was  not  an  affiur  of  uaual 
occurrence.  Thia  letter  might  ahut  up  in  it 
more  evila  and  diatempera  than  are  aaid  to  have 
been  indoaed  in  the  box  of  Pandora. 

In  a  ward  I  broke  open  the  letter.    Ita  con- 
tenta  came  up  to  my  worat  apprdienaiona. 

William  waa  an  excellent  swimmer.    By  the 
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•teengtti  of  Ibe  wayes  he  had  been  carried  fiur 
out  to  flea }  and  he  Boon  found  that  it  woold  be 
in  Tun  for  him  to  thiuk  of  making  the  shore 
hy  bis  Single  exertian*  He  tnrned  towards  the 
abip^  He  had  been  enabled  to  reach  it  on  the 
aide  that  atooped  loweet  towardft  the  wavea ; 
and  for  a  moment  he  feit  onoe  more  that  he 
had  Bomewhat  solid  on  which  the  sole  of  bis 
foot  was  planted.  It  was  bat  för  an  instant. 
But  that  instant  was  eyeiy  thing  to  him.  The 
thouglit  darted  into  bis  mind^  that  ins  only 
remaining  chance  for  life  consisted  in  bis  faM- 
ening  himself  to  a  piece  of  the  wreck.  A  loose 
plank  lay  near  him;  a  piece  of  rope  oflfered 
itsdf  to  bis  band.  This  he  coiled  ronnd  the 
plank  and  bis  own  body  in  a  manner  so  seenre, 
that  they  could  scarcely  by  any  shock  be  se- 
parated  again.  The  ship  sank;  bot  himself 
and  the  spar  were  anconnected  with  the  ship. 
He  floated ;  and  in  a  short  time  was  able  by 
bis  ezertions  to  giye  an  impalse  to  the  plank 
and  himself^  that  carried  him  away  from  the 
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güfk  in  whicb  the  vwael  ww  al^iriied,^  He 
Ums  rrmaiinffd  on  the  wadaat  ibr  iHmn  evm 
after  all  flense  had  dflserted  Um.  Intfusttate 
he  had  been  taken  up^  and  jdaoed  on  the  deeü 
of  an  Eagliah  firigate.  By  the  asaidaoua  eSbiti 
of  thoae  about  him  he  was  in  no  lo&g  time  le«** 
alored  to  life;  bat  bis  power»  were  bo  mudi 
exhausted»  tbat,  for  «  oonaideraUe  tpaee,  be 
poBseaaed  no  distinct  recollection*  He  neitber 
knew  wbere  he  was,  nor  what  were  the  erents 
thal  had  immediately  pieceded.  All  aeemed  ta 
biflDk  like  a  dieanu  He  looked  with  wonder 
QpoQ  the  peraona  aronnd  bim ;  every  one  was 
a  stranger.  Before  be  was  able  to  teil  a  co^ 
berent  tale^  or  signify  bis  wisbes  and  desires, 
the  frigate  was  already  far  out  upon  its  TOyage. 
From  tbe  effects  of  what  he  had  sufiiered  while 
floatiag  alone  between  life  and  death,  or  front 
Bome  other  canse^  he  was  seized  with  a  danger- 
ous  iUcess;  and  bis  bealth  long  remained  in  a 
prtcariotts  State.    Tlie  frigate  was  already  not 
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iur  firom  BL  Hekm,  wfam  ilie  CeU  ia  with  two 
Sptnish  ytamiä,  «ad,  after  an  obstuMte  lesist- 
aoee,  wm^  oUiged  to  sabmit  to  Ünt  eaemy.  By 
her  captors  ahe  was  carried  into  Carthagena, 
wheie  it  was  Bome  time  before  William  reoo* 
▼eied  hiB  atieiigtfa ;  nor  waa  it  tili  after  mnlti- 
plied  miafdriimea,  and  having  paaaed  tfaroogh  a 
▼aat  varietj  of  adventnies,  that  he  had  finally 
laaded  on  the  ahoica  of  his  native  oountry. 

The  interval  of  hia  absenoe  i^peaied  to  bim 
aa  notbiag.  It  was  like  the  atory  <^  the  aoltan, 
who  in  iqpprehenaion  had  paaaed  tbioiigh  a  pe- 
riod  of  twenty  yean,  a  State  of  unrivalled  good- 
fortune,  and  a  State  of  abject  slavery,  and  found 
in  the  result  that  all  this  had  only  ocoiq»ied  the 
time  in  which  he  plunged  his  head  in  a  tub  of 
water,  and  drew  it  out  again,  and  saw  all  his 
oourtiers  Standing  round  bim  just  as  before. 
So  William  had  done  and  suffered  much  during 
his  expatriation :  but,  the  moment  he  came  in 
sight  of  the  land  in  which  resided  the  fair  one 
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ke  Joved»  Ikeie  radUM  fiiuM  ialo  tbe  piiitl^ 
ci  a  diOBii.    He  fnncied  that  ht  «hDidd  fiod 
evcrv  thiiuE»  iwt  fls  it  had  been  wHMmnf*^  to 
Um  in  biB  letters  oC  lecal  written  mne  tbtn 
ianv  yescB  ago«    He  imaged  to  hnmielf  Mar- 
garet still  Standing  on  the  diffii  at  FlymonA 
looking  out  fer  hia  arrivaL    He  kncw  her  too 
well  to  appiebend  that  her  heait  eooU  be 
diaaged.   He  wonld  as  aoon  bave  beüeved  thaft 
the  islaad  of  Great  Britain  had  been  swallowed 
«pbf  an  CBrthqDake^  aa  that  Margaiet  ^nniU 
not  wut  toT  bis  letsm  bowerer  long»  or,  evcn 
in  case  of  Im  deadi»  wonld  not  faave  remained 
faitfafnl  to  hb  memoiy  aa  long  as  ahe  exiated. 
He  bad  Ibercicire  written  to  her  fimn  on  boaid 
tbe  sbip  that  brougfat  bim  to  Engend.    He 
had  been  provented  firom  enterhig  tbe  firat  faoat 
that  came  aloagside,  and  had  ddireied  bis 
kCter  to  the  offieer  that  carried  the  diapatebes, 
with  directions  that  he  ahould  pnt  it  in  the 
po6t  the  instant  he  was  able  to  do  so. 
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The  letter  overflowed  with  all  the  eamest 
impatience  of  a  lover.  The  imter  aUuded  to 
the  multiplied  disasters  that  had  overtaken 
him^  and  spoke  most  feelingly  of  the  grief  the 
person  to  whom  it  was  addressed  must  ha?e 
Buffered  on  his  account.  He  had  been  a  pri- 
soner  of  war ;  he  had  iindergone  every  kind 
of  piivation  and  mdignity ;  he  had  waiideied 
among  ^^deserts  and  mountains,  and  in  caves 
and  dens  of  the  earth.''  But,  through  all  these 
viciflsitades,  the  image  of  Marpuret  had  follow- 
ed  and  Bustained  him ;  he  had  seen  her  angelic 
and  benign  countenance^  and  heard  the  afiec- 
tionate  tones  of  her  voice,  constanUy  amid  the 
darkness  of  the  night ;  and  this  hadgiven  him 
courage  to  persevere  and  to  live  through  bis 
bitterest  reverses.  And  now  he  was  retomed 
to  reap  the  reward  of  all  his  suffierings,  whale 
she  would  pour  the  balin  of  sympathy  and  love 
into  his  wounded  breast. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


What  a  letter  was  tlüs  for  me  to  peruse !  It 
stripped  in  a  moiuent  the  rainbow  colours  in 
which  the  world  had  been  clad  in  my  eyes^  and 
exbibited  in  their  stead 

....  all  monstrous,  all  prodigious  thinga, 
Abominable,  nnntterable,  and  worse 
Thaa  fable  yet  had  feigaed«  or  fear  conceived. 

Of  late  I  had  been  dissatisfied  with  my  con« 
dition^  and  had  complained  that  I  had  a  wife 
aud  no  wife^  a  woman  who  was  mine  in  all  ex- 
terna! duty,  but  whose  heart  was  buried  with 
another  in  bis  watery  grave.  But  this  was  a 
refinement  of  the  Imagination^  the  uneasiness 
of  a  man  surronnded  with  indulgencies^  but 
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who  pined  for  somethiiig  more«  I  had  attai* 
tion,  obaeirance  aad  tendemess.  I  had  a  com- 
panioD,  the  omament  of  her  sex,  who  devoted 
all  her  powers  to  the  making  me  happy^  and  to 
the  providing  me  with  every  species  of  gratifi- 
cation.  Of  living  creatures  I  was  the  one  in 
whom  her  thoughts  were  centred.  Her  eye 
foUowed  me  in  all  my  movementa ;  sbe  rq;ard« 
ed  it  as  her  sacred  duty  to  watch  my  thoughts 
and  anticipate  my  wishes^  and  what  she  did 
for  me  was  done  with  such  tendemess^  so 
Single  a  heart,  and  so  ingenuous  a  disposition, 
that  I  must  have  been  a  brüte  indeed  not  to 
have  feit  the  most  ardent  gratitude  and  the 
sincerest  transport. 

Yesj  I  had  been  happy !  I  feit  myself  so; 
I  have  acknowledged  that  I  was  happy.  The 
oomer  in  my  heart  that  I  reserved  for  discon- 
tent,  was  one  of  its  remotest  recesses^  inio 
whidi  my  thoughts  retired,  when  they  had 
been  already  saturated  with  sweets^  when  they 
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overBoweA  with  «ereaily,  and  when  in  mere 
ivantooness  they  souglit  for  a  proof  that  I  wm 
moitaly  that  I  had  not  every  thing,  and  thal  I 
could  find  a  flaw,  a  sennble  impeifectkm,  in 
the  otherwise  round  and  poliahed  sur&ce  of 
my  joya. 

What  was  I  now  ?  There  was  a  beiag  to 
whom  the  bcart  of  Maigaret  was  devoted  more 
«nphatically  than  to  me. .  But  erery  one  was 
satisfied  that  that  beuig  had  long  ago  been 
mimbered  with  the  dead.  Sucoessive  seasons, 
as  we  believed^  had  whitened  his  bones  upon 
flome  distaat  shore.  I  migfat  as  well  be  jealous 
of  the  devotion  that  exalted  religion  pays  to 
the  ▼iigin  Mary,  or  to  the  afanigfaty  Anthor  of  ^ 
the  tmiverse,  as  of  Margaret's  love  for  William. 
She  deroted  herself  to  me  above  tmy  other  in- 
habitant  of  the  earth ;  and  I  ought  to  be  satis- 
fied. I  had  no  rival.  The  chastest  spirit  may 
love  ideal  beauty  and  excellence  without  cen- 
sure ;  no  one  would  be  so  irrational  as  to  be 
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jealoiu  of  the  creations  of  Apdles  or  Bapbadi 
of  the  radüance  of  Helen^  or  the  conjogal  nBtc- 
tion  of  Andromacfae ;  and  he  who  has  quitted 
the  husy  scene  of  liying  things,  is  ''bat  as  a 
picture." 

Henceforth  my  condition  was  altogether.dif* 
ferent.  There  was  a  man  that  ghe  preferred  to 
me  and  to  all  the  world.  In  the  eye  of  heavea 
he  was  her  husband.  Nothing  but  death  bad 
divorced  them.  Lore  had  never  beeu  proved 
by  such  a  variety  of  tests^  as  the  love  of  Mar« 
garet  for  William.  In  its  first  trial  she  had 
resolved  to  sacrifice  all  the  yeamings  of  her 
soul  in  obedience  to  her  fatlier.  She  persisted; 
and  her  life  was  on  the  puint  of  becoming  the 
victim  of  her  duty.  She  could  command  en- 
temal  things,  her  actions  and  her  words.  But 
she  could  not  root  the  Image  of  htm  she  lured 
from  her  heart.  There  it  lay^  sapping  and 
wasting  away  the  Clements  of  her  exiateBoe. 
Wben  she  leamed  with  every  evidence  of  au- 
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theuüctty  that  W&Iiam  was  dead,  her  situaASon 
was  diffemit«  She  becmne  comparatiTely  tc-* 
signed:  she  did  not  stmggle  agafaist  the  decrees 
of  heaven  and  the  Liws  <rf  nature.  But  what  a 
pictore  did  her  resignation  exhibit  ?  She  sat 
bloodless  and  patie&t^  the  image  of  despair.  It 
was  in  Tain  that  with  her  oorporal  presence 
alle  joined  in  the  song  and  the  dance ;  it  was 
palpable  to  aU^  that  her  spirit  was  absent,  and 
that  she  no  longer  participated  in  the  concemsj 
the  gaieties,  or  the  more  serious  affidrs^  of  the 
World. 

Bat  then  she  knew^  or  she  believed  that  she 
knew^  he  was  dead.  She  bowed  herseif  to  the 
Tiritations  of  heaven,  and  acted  accordinglj-. 
It  was  impossible  to  guess  what  would  be  the 
oonyiilsions  and  throes  of  her  soid^  when  she 
receired  the  fatal  tidings  which  this  letter  im- 
parted«  No  Imagination  cotdd  pictore  the  suf- 
ferings  that  were  reserved  for  her.  In  the  case 
of  yoang  Borradale  she  had  bended^  not  merely 
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to  the  wiahes^  bot  to  the  imperiouB  commwidfl 
of  hcnr  fiatlier.  She  had  sigmfied  bjr  letter  to 
Ker  lover  wiiat  was  detemined  on^  befose  it 
took  place;  and  this  was  mach.  Sbe  had  sought 
bis  ooDsent^  aad  received  it.    But  now — 

Her  fittther^  after  severe  effbrta,  and  the  tho- 
rougb  conviction  of  bis  mind,  bad  giyen  bis 
sanction  to  her  union  witb  William.  He  bad 
resolved  never  again  to  interfere  with  her  own 
elecüon  on  the  sacred  subject  of  marriage«  The 
youtb  had  been  summoned  firom  a  distant  be- 
mispbere ;  and  nothing  but  wbat  appeared  to 
be  the  inexorable  decree  of  fiste  had  separated 
them. 

He  had  not  however  perished,  as  had  been 
supposed.  He  had  gone  through  a  multitode 
of  sufferingB,  which  would  natorally  give  bim 
new  merit  in  the  eyes  of  bis  nustress.  He  had 
risen  above  a  thousand  obstades,  and  was  le- 
tumed  to  claim  the  reward  of  unnungled  hap- 
piness. 
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Her  attacfament  faad  been  entire,  nevcr  to  be 
rivakd^  never  to  be  extingiiished.  To  hear  then 
that  he  still  lived,  would  be  to  her  the  Ufetereet 
reproacfa.  False^  fidde^  inooDstaDt  ivoman! 
Why  had  abe  not  waited  for  him  ?  Who  calkd 
on  her  to  gite  up  the  man,  to  whoae  daims 
her  &ther  had  afBzed  bis  sanction  ? 

To  hear  that  he  waB  living,  what  a  shock 
would  it  inflict  on  her !  I  coold  scarcely  con- 
oeive  her  surviving  it.  It  woold  totall;  ehange 
her  Situation  in  the  world,  and  even  her  iden* 
titjr.  She  would  be  compelled  to  regard  herself 
with  detestation.  What^  when  she  had  been 
free  to  act  at  her  discretion,  when  all  compul- 
sion  had  been  carefolly  withhdd,  that  she 
ahould  then  have  deserted  this  Ood  of  her  ido- 
latry! 

He  had  been  reported  to  be  dead.  Bnt  it  is 
the  first  dictate  of  true  love^  to  cling  with  un- 
alterable  tenacity  to  the  ob}ect  of  ita  adoration, 
agünst  hope  to  believe  in  hope,  and  scarcely 
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to  yield  to  despair^  even  though  the  evidence 
of  our  senses  ahould  be  called  in  to  induce  u8 
to  rdax  our  hold.    Bat  to  yield  to  mmonr! 
Even  in  a  vulgär  trial  for  mnrder,  when  the 
indiTidual  remored  is  worthless,  and  perhaps 
more  tban  worthless^  when  no  interest  is  in- 
voiyed  bot  that  of  general  justice  and  the  aecu- 
rity  of  the  abstnict  existence  of  society  in  its 
memberB,  the  law  has  wisely  provided^  that  no 
ooe  dhall  be  condemned  and  executed  for  mur^ 
der,  dll  it  has  been  shewn  that  the  individual 
Bttpposed  to  be  murdered  is  actually  dead — ^no 
abeence,  no  lapse  of  years,  is  admitted  as  satis- 
fiictory — the  body  must  actually  be  produced 
— the  seizure  efiected  by  the  great  conqueror 
of  the  World  must  be  fully  ascertained.    And 
was  not  William  entitled  to  the  precaution  and 
ficmple,  that  would  be  exercised  in  the  case  of 
such  an  individual  ?    These  infallibly  would  be 
the  refiections  of  Margaret« 

And  was  she  then  a  wife  ?  Would  she  count 
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liecBdf  for  sueb?  No,  she  was  a  bong  te 
whom  Society  bas  ooined  no  appellatioD.  filie 
was  the  despised  and  rejected  of  tlie  hmnaa 
xaee.  She  must  fly  to  tbe  most  firightfiil  arii- 
tadeSy  and  call  upaa  the  niountains  aod  hüls  to 
corer  her. 

William  was  the  youth  whom  only  she  had 
erer  loved.  As  a  high  point  of  filial  diity,  as  a 
refinement  upon  the  obligatioiis  of  a  moial  be* 
ing,  she  had  given  her  band  to  me.  Bat  she 
never  loved  me^  in  the  sense  in  which  she  had 
loved  the  companion  of  her  youth«  She  dis» 
charged  the  bonds  into  which  she  had  enteied 
towards  me  in  the  most  exemplary  manner. 
She  watched  for  my  interests;  she  watched  for 
my  gratificaüons.  Bat  this  was  an  affidr  of  the 
bead,  and  not  of  the  heart.  She  did  wbat  she 
did,  becanse  it«became  her^  and  because  she 
oould  not  hold  herseif  excusable  for  the  small- 
est  omissions.  And  the  steadiness  with  which 
ahe  adhered  to  aU  this  was  inexpressiUy  lovely 
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and  admirable.  Bat  there  was  certainly  no« 
tUng  approachiiig  to  romantic  in  her  atladi^ 
ment  fo  me. 

Margaretes  tberefore  was  not  the  oonunon 
case  ci  the  wife  of  two  hnsbands.  That  of 
itself  is  nearly  the  most  distressM  sitoaticm  in 
which  a  human  being  can  be  plaoed.  But  her 
entire,  her  unequalled  attachment,  as  I  hare 
Said,  was  to  William.  He  engrossed  her  whok 
heart.  He  was  the  subject  of  her  dreams ;  his 
image  intmded,  in  spite  of  her  firmest  resolu- 
tkms,  into  all  her  duties.  Sbe  was  absent  in 
spirit,  when  she  seemed  most  to  be  engaged  in 
the  affidrs  of  her  new  condition.  When  she 
talked  to  me,  and  when  she  listened  to  me,  she 
paid  a  kind  of  forced  attention  to  whatever  was 
passing«  But  her  heart  was  not  there.  She 
was  buried  with  the  imaginary  deceased ;  and 
it  was  only  a  delusive  semblance  of  herseif  that 
sunrived.  To  know  therefore  that  William 
ÜTed,  woold  shake  her  whole  firame  with  the 
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orash  of  an  earthquake :  to  think  that,  while 
he  still  li^ed^  she  had  vohintarily  given  herodf 
to  another,  wonld  unseat  her  reason,  would  in 
all  pxobability  exünguiah  in  her  the  princtple 
of  life,  and  instantaneouBly  aasociate  her  with 
the  dead.  Her  agonies  wonld  be  like  those 
which  we  might  coneeiTe  an  exalted  enthusiast 
to  undergo^  upon  vhom,  when  engaged  in  the 
act  of  aacrificing  to  them  that  are  no  goda,  the 
tme  Monarch  of  heaven  ahould  visibly  descend 
k  all  hia  brightneaa. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


I  WAS  at  the  present  instant  the  sole  depodtärj 
of  Uns  awful  secret.  It  was  my  offioe  to  take 
care  that  the  intelligence  should  never  remdk 
the  person  most  deeply  concerned  m  it.  But 
how  was  this  to  be  eflhcted  ?  I  had  intextseptad 
a  letter.  But  how  was  I  to  be  secure  that  this 
letter,  especiaUy  if  it  remained  unanswered, 
would  not  be  foUowed  by  another  ?  WOliam 
himself  would  infeUibly  set  out  in  search  of  hia 
beloved.  When  and  from  what  quarter  of  the 
heavens  would  he  oome  ?  How  i^as  it  possiUe 
for  me  to  encounter  and  intercept  him  ?  If  I 
desired  to  write  to  him^  and  endeavour,  by  % 
representaüon  of  the  real  State  of  things,  to 
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prerail  on  bim  to  withhold  liis  introBioii,  aud 
nilfer  my  wife  to  remain  in  her  present  State  of 
eoviaUe  ignorance,  to  what  place  was  I  to 
address  my  letter?  He  had  landed  on  the 
ooast  of  Sussex,  and  the  post-mark  on  the 
oover  of  what  he  had  written  was  ^'Bright- 
helmstone."  But  was  there  any  chance  that 
he  would  remain  there  long  enough,  for  the 
eiqpoetnlation  I  shonld  address  to  him  to  reach 
hkn? 

He  would  doubtless  hear,  before  be  made 
his  way  into  the  presenoe  of  Margaret,  that 
she  was  already  married«  What  then  ?  What 
would  be  his  ccmduct,  when  he  had  leamed 
tbese  tldings  of  despair?  The  most  obvious 
impolses  of  the  human  mind  would  lead  him 
to  seek  an  interview.  No,  he  would  say,  I  will 
not  Gcmsenl  to  be  assured  of  my  fate  from  any 
lips  but  her  own!  He  could  not  a7oid*-*he 
would  not  be  a  true  lover,  if  he  oould  avoid«* 
the  desire  to  stand  in  her  presence,  that  he 

rou  II.  D 
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mi^t  pour  oat  his  soul  befare  her,  that  he 
migfat  tdl  her  all  hia  agonies^  that  he  might 
iay  opeo  before  her  her  thoughtless  cruelty, 
that  he  might — not  die  in  her  preaence — bot 
that  at  leaat  he  might  take  of  her  a  solemn 
iarewel,  that  he  might  unload  hia  ^'  bosom  of 
the  perikma  stuff,"  which  he  could  not  long 
carry  aboot  with  him  and  live.    It  was  a  me- 
lancholy  and  a  feaifiil  gratification^  to  take  one 
last  look  of  the  being  he  had  loved  beyond  aU 
the  World,  to  hear  firom  herseif  the  acoount  of 
what  she  had  snffered,  and  what  had  induoed 
her  to  act  in  a  way  that  a  aibyl  or  an  inspired 
pnqphet  ooold  never  have  persuaded  him  to 
believe  she  would  pursue,  and  to  receive  from 
her  her  final  adieux«    This  at  any  rate  was 
the  conduct  that  I  persoaded  myself  William 
would  adopt. 

And  from  this  visit,  which  I  nothing  doubted 
would  at  least  be  attempted,  I  was  bound  to 
guard  the  unfortunate  female  who  bad  been 
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cast  on  my  protection.  Whom  was  I  to 
guard  ?  Was  ahe  my  wife  ?  No.  I  had  con- 
oeived  an  exalted  idea  of  thia  spedes  of  re- 
lationahip.  I  bad  had  an  immaculate  ezample 
of  it  in  the  case  of  Emilia.  I  had  been 
contented  in  my  second  marriage  to  take  up 
with  a  very  imperfect  resemblance  of  this 
Uessedneas.  But  at  least  I  possesaed  a  being 
of  nnrivalled  beauty,  upon  whose  conjugal 
affection  no  creature  on  earth  had  a  claim  but 
myself.  I  had  a  sensitive  mind :  I  had  a 
jeaknis  temper.  Could  I  bear  to  live  in  the 
perpetual  presence  of  a  woman,  who  by  the 
institutions  of  society  was  my  own,  but  who^ 
by  a  law  prior  and  superior  to  these  insti- 
tutions^ was  dedicated  to  another  ? 

If  I  could,  still  I  could  not  root  out  firom 
my  memory  the  fatal  Information  which  this 
letter  had  communicated  to  me.  I  should  sit 
by  her  aide,  and  for  ever  recollect,  I  possess 
the  secret,  which,  if  known  to  you,  would  tum 
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ukrai  with  our  affidn,  and  regard  it  as  the 
beight  of  sagacity  on  their  part  to  penetrate 
into  that  which  we  wiah  ahould  remain  un- 
known.    The  aer^aat  of  one  family  teils  what 
he  obaeirea  to  the  aenrant  of  another ;  and, 
from  mutual  communication  of  their  remarka, 
they  strike  out  a  light  which  illuatrates  the 
innermoBt  deptha  of  our  concems.    But  Tho- 
maa,  the  aenraint  of  whom  I  speak,  was  excited, 
aot  merdy  from  an  unhallowed  curioaity,  but 
from  the  strong  intereat  he  feit  in  my  welfiuei 
to  obaerve  with  aagadty,  and  to  treaaure  up 
thefruita  of  bis.  obeervation.    I  foond  that  I 
had  little  more  to  communicate  to  him  but 
this  laat  Information,  which  had  joat  leadied 
me,  and  which  was  ao  wide  from  all  anticipa* 
tion. 

I  charged  then  thia  {aithful  feUow  to  take 
with  all  expedition  the  road  to  Brighthelmatone, 
and  to  hold  himself  on  the  alert,  if  by  possi- 
bility  any  thing  ahould  occur  on  hia  way,  that 
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might  uSotd  bim  a  due  oa  the  labject  of  bii 
commiaaion.  Though  William  had  not  men^ 
ikmed  the  name  of  the  Testel  that  faroogfat  him 
to  England,  it  wonld  not  probaUy  be  dUBeaH 
for  Thomas,  when  on  the  spoC,  to  mähe  out 
aomething  leapeeting  it.  He  might  also  pick 
up  some  knowledge  respecting  the  passengers, 
and  by  possibflity  might  leam  the  route  that 
William  porsaed.  I  instnicted  him  in  that 
caae  to  foUow  in  the  track  of  him  by  whom  the 
fatal  ktter  had  been  written.  It  had  reached 
me  in  thiee  days  £rom  the  date  which  it  bore ; 
aod,  as  I  had  not  suffered  the  smallest  delay 
to  interpose,  it  might  still  be  eonoeived  that 
Thomas  would  not  be  too  late.  The  newly 
arrived  wonld  find  neither  Margaret  nor  her 
parents  at  the  place  firom  which  they  had  last 
addressed  hinu  The  enqniries  which  would  be 
required  to  enable  him  fiiither  to  punue  bis 
search,  might  be  supposed  to  take  up  some 
time.    If  he  first  lig^ted  upon  the  parents  of 
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Margaret,  thejr  wookl  inform  hini  of  what  bad 
paased  in  bis  abeence,  aad  would  probably 
bare  tfae  power  at  least  to  prev»t  bia  readung 
our  abode  withont  soine  prenoüfi  notioe.  I 
intnisted  my  servant  witb  a  ktter  I  wpote,  in 
caae  of  bis  ligbting  on  tbe  perMm  be  aougbt,  in 
wbicb  I  abortly  infonned  bim  of  wbat  bad  oc- 
curred  in  bia  abaenoe.  I  told  bim,  tbat,  bia 
epiatle  baving  reacbed  my  bouae  in  tfae  abaence 
of  Margaret,  I  bad  uaed  tbe  precaution  to  open 
it.  I  observed,  tbat  not  tbe  amallest  doubt  bad 
been  entertuned  by  any  one,  tbat  be  bad  pe* 
risbed  at  tbe  time  wben  tbe  sbip  foondered,  and 
tbat  tbe  yeara  wbicb  bad  ebipaed  aince  aeemed 
to  preclttde  tbe  posaibility  of  bia  baving  snirired 
tbe  cataatropbe.  Maigaret,  I  added,  bad  long 
moumed  bis  loss;  and  it  bad  afanost  been 
tbougbt  tbat  sbe  wonld  bare  foUowed  bim  to  bis 
supposed  grare.  At  lengtb,  wben  all  coneeption 
of  bia  retom  aeemed  to  ba?e  peririied,  abe, 
tbougb  in  a  State  of  great  sorrow  and  deep 
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oBet  of  my  hud;  whila.I  on  my  pari  Imd 
made  every  eKertkm  ta  «oothe  ber  giief,  and 
leatore  her  to  some  deipree  ^  tnuiquiUity.  I 
fltatedy  that  I  feit  perfectly  how  bitler  mnat  be 
bis  diM^^pointment,  in  bdng  thus  preduded 
for  erer  Irom  the  possession  of  her  to  whem 
bis  affectione  bad  been  so  ardently  devoted; 
bat  1  obsenred^  that  the  evil  was  oow  paat  all 
remedy,  and  that  it  was  therefore  the  dnty  of 
one  in  bis  unfortimate  Situation,  to  endnre  his 
cabunity  with  fortitude  and  a  manly  spiriti 
I  adjuied  bim  above  all  things  not  to  destroy 
the  last  bope  of  serenity  and  quiet  in  the 
breast  of  ber  whom  he  so  iuexpressibly  va* 
bied.  It  was  absplutely  necessary,  under  the 
present  circainstances^  that  the  fad  of  his 
haying  survived  should  be  earefiilly  hid  from 
her;  and  I  feit  confident  that  he  woold  never 
adopt  the  ruinous  step  of  obtrudii^  bimseif 
into  her  presence. 
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The  Buccess  of  the  expedition  of  my  seirant 
was  small.  He  leamed  the  name  of  the  Bhip 
that  had  bronght  over  William  to  England ; 
but  he  learned  no  more* 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


In  the  mean  while,  during  the  joumey  of 
Thomas  to  Brighthelmstone,  and  for  some 
time  after  his  return,  I  remained  in  a  Btate  of 
the  most  cmel  trepidation.  No  further  Intel- 
ligenoe  reached  me.  The  period  of  Margaretes 
Visit  to  her  parents  terminated ;  and  she  re- 
tumed  home.  I  was  agonised  daring  the 
latter  part  of  her  stay  with  the  doubt  whether 
William  might  not  discover  the  place  of  her 
father's  present  abode,  and  so  by  possibility 
encounter  my  wife  without  her  having  received 
even  the  smallest  previous  notice  that  he  was 
alive.  But  what  could  I  do?  In  two  days 
from  the  receipt  of  the  letter  of  fatal  tidings 
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would  come  the  iime  wheo  it  was  originally 
proposed  she  shonld  retum  home.  Two  daya — 
nay^  a  Single  hourj— -might  be  pr^pant  with 
irremediable  mischief  • 

The  time  however  was  short;  the  period 
which  had  elapsed  between  the  date  of  his 
letter  and  the  day  in  wlüch  it  reached  me  had 
probably  been  enough,  if  he  had  made  all  ex- 
pedition,  and  no  obstacles  had  intervened  to 
retard  his  joumey.  Meanwhile  I  flattered 
myself  that  nothing  had  yet  occurred  of  the 
kind  of  which  I  had  the  most  terribk  appre«- 
hension ;  and  I  therefore  sufiered  her  visit  to 
proceed  to  its  iq>pointed  termination.  It  will 
easily  be  imagined  what  were  my  sensatioüB 
during  this  terrible  suspence« 

Maigaret  retomed  home ;  and  I  met  her  at 
the  entrance  of  my  abode.  I  looked  in  her 
face,  and  easily  saw  that  nothing  remaricable, 
nothing  fatal,  had  occurred  to  her.  She  eo- 
countered  me  with  smiles,  smiles  which  seemed 


VI.  DELORAINX.  61 

to  say  how  nioch  she  was  gratified  to  jneet 
agaiii  in  peace  him^  wham  the  law  had  oiade 
the  partner  of  her  life.  Thoae  smiles  cot  me 
to  the  heart.  I  said  to  myself  intemally,  Poor 
Creatore,  you  smile  now,  becauae  you  are  an* 
GODacioufl  of  what  has  really  occnrred.  Tou 
are  tranquil ;  but  yonra  18  the  tnmqniUity  of 
ignorance.  The  arrow  is  already  in  your 
heart ;  the  poison  is  in  your  reina,  which  ^will 
drink  np  in  you  the  very  Springs  of  life. 

There  uras  no  day  in  which  William  might 
not  make  bis  appearance.  If  he  shewed  him- 
seif  at  the  residence  of  her  father,  he  aasuredly 
would  not  fail  to  commnnicate  with  me  on  the 
subject*  Bat  I  heard  nothing.  I  knew  not 
what  precaations  to  adopt.  I  reauuned  per- 
petually  on  the  alert.  Whether  at  home  or 
abroad,  I  gave  strict  charge  to  the  servant 
wfaom  I  had  dispatched  to  Brighthelmstone,  to 
be  for  ever  on  the  watch,  to  prevent  by  every 
possible  means  the  acoess  of  WUliam  to  my 
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wife,  or  the  delivery  of  any  suspicious  commu- 
nicatioD,  and  to  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
stranger^  by  the  first  opportunity,  the  letter  he 
had  carried  with  him  in  his  joumey^  and 
which,  failing  to  meet  the  person  to  whom  it 
was  addressed)  he  had  brought  back  again. 

Buty  though  I  had  employed  all  the  precau- 
tions  in  my  power^  I  nevertheless  feit  that  all 
might  be  insufficient.     Every  morning  that  I 
rose,  every  hour  that  elapsed  in  the  livelong 
day,  an  event  might  happen  that  would  baffle 
all  my  foreBight«     I  remained,  aa  much  aa 
posaible,  at  home.     If  I  were  alone,  my  mind 
was  fiUed  with  gloomy  anticipations.    I  was 
like  a  man,  launched  without  a  companion  in 
a  frail  bark,  totally  unprepared  to  endure  the 
slightest  assault  of  a  stonn,  who  had  already 
lost  sight  of  land,  and  discovered  nothing  but 
a  boundless  expanse  of  water  on  every  side, 
but  whose  attention  was  caught  by  a  black 
cloud  just  rising  in  the  horizon,  which  daricen- 
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ed  and  enlarged  itself  firom  moment  to  moment, 
and  appeaied  to  make  his  deetruction  indubi* 
table. 

But  it  was  neoessaiy  that  I  shonld  spend 

inany  hours  of  every  day  in  Company  with 

Margaret.     Sach  had  been  the  habit  of  my 

married  Hfe,  both  heretofore^  and  in  the  pre- 

flent  instance;  and  it  would  have  been   sus- 

piciouB  and  inhuman  in  me  to  break  it.     Here 

it  was  also  requisite  that  I  shoold  peraonate 

indifference  and  serenity.      I  looked  in  the 

countenauce  of  Margaret«     Sometimes  I  ob- 

served  in  it  ahort  gleams  of  cheerfulness,  seif* 

BatisSaction  and  gaiety .    Her  mind  then  became 

momentarily  absorbed  in  the  trifling  concerns 

of  the  day,  in  the  management  of  her  houshold 

affidrs,  perhaps  in  a  wife-Uke  way  catering  for 

the  gratification  of  my  appetite.     At  other 

timea  an  occasional  cloud  of  serionsneHS  and 

melancholy  would  come  over  her.    In  all  these 

casea  it  never  &iled  to  occur  to  me,  how  soon 
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may  that  cheerfulnesB  be  daahed  to  the  earlb^ 
how  apeedily  may  that  compoBore  and  indif- 
ference  be  dissipated^  or  how  shortly  that 
sadness  swallowed  up  in  a  more  tremendous 
angaiBhi  the  agony  of  intolerable  remone,  or 
the  abysses  of  despair ! 

I  «tpoke  to  her  of  things  of  amall  importancej 
the  arrangements  of  our  garden^  or  the  succes- 
aion  of  the  seaaons.  I  related  the  anecdotes  of 
the  neighbourhood,  and  the  news  of  the  day. 
I  tenderly  enquired  of  her  health,  recommended 
precautiona  for  ita  preservation,  or  poured  out 
my  8oul  in  the  words  of  affection,  and  all  the 
sympathy  of  a  lover. 

I  oould  not  howeVer  continue  in  thia  acene 
for  ever.  When  I  had  strained  my  poweia  of 
aelf-oommand  to  the  utmost,  when  my  heart* 
strings  aeemed  ready  to  crack  with  the  ezertion, 
I  would  ever  and  anon  burat  auddenly  away 
from  my  companion^  haaten  to  the  garden,  and» 
aa  aoon  aa  I  waa  out  of  aight^  endeavour  to 
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lecover  myaelf  from  the  tensioii  to  whkh  I 
had  been  subjected,  by  a  sort  of  antagonist 
ezertion.  My  limbs  had  been  bound  down, 
my  featnres  oompoBed,  my  voice  compulsively 
softened  to  soothing  and  encouraging  accenta  | 
and  now  in  revenge  I  assumed  all  the  violence 
and  contortions  of  a  madman,  I  Btamped  with 
my  feet,  I  spread  my  arms  with  wildness  and 
ferodty,  and  roared  Kke  a  savage  beast,  who 
has  just  escaped  firom  the  toils  that  controkd 
him.  I  fomid  ease  in  these  stränge  ebollitions 
of  an  agonising  mind.  And^  when  I  came  in 
again,  having  eadmasted  myaelf  in  fhese  pa- 
Tozysma  of  angidsh,  and  endeavovred  to  Te* 
oompose  myself,  poor  Margaret,  suspecting 
nothing,  woold  remark  nothihg  extraordfaiary, 
and  thuB  favoored  my  resuming  the  same  tones 
of  indüference  or  gentleness,  as  if  all  had  been 
well,  and  the  earth  in  reality  did  not  shake  and 
tremble  nnder  our  feet. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


I  BAD  no  sooner  entered  into  a  matrimomal 
engagement  with  Margaret,  than  I  settled  a 
handsome  annual  addition  to  the  levenues  of 
her  parentSj  and  prevailed  on  them  to  qnit  their 
humble  residence  on  the  banks  of  the  Sevem, 
and  remove  to  a  more  commodious  abode  m 
the  next  county  to  me,  and  only  thirty  milei 
from  the  mansion  of  my  anceston.  This  was 
the  reason  why  the  letter  of  William,  directed 
to  Mai^puet  at  the  place  where  he  had  known 
her,  had  been  forwarded  to  me,  which  would 
otherwise  have  been  conveyed  to  her  at  her 
father's  house,  to  whom  ahe  was  at  that  time 
on  a  Visits 
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William  was  not  long  before  he  followed  his 
letter  in  perBon.  He  repaired  to  the  well- 
known  roof,  and  fonnd  the  cottage  in  the 
poasesaion  of  another  finmily,  to  whom  he  was 
a  stninger.  He  might  have  enqnired  out  and 
encountered  some  of  the  families  who  had  been 
the  asBOciates  of  his  youth ;  bat  he  was  not  in 
a  frame  of  mind  to  desire  this  snperfluity.  He 
might  have  desired  to  leam  £rom  the  present 
inhabitants  «tf  the  cottage  some  particulara 
reapecting  his  mistress;  bat  they  eould  snpply 
him  mth  nothmg  except  merely  Borradale's  ad- 
dress, which  they  had  taken  in  charge  to  com- 
mmdcate  to  any  one  that  sought  it.  William 
was  therefore  too  impatient  to  find  his  fnends, 
and  once  more  to  Uess  his  longing  eyes  with 
the  sight  of  her  he  loved,  not  to  proceed  with 
aU  practicable  speed  to  the  point  towards  which 
his  coarse  was  diiected. 

He  met  Borradale  at  a  smaU  distance  from 
the  door  of  the  honse,  which  he  had  just  quitted. 
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lo  thia  flhoft  interval  the  visit  of  Maigaiet  Ittd 
tennimrted^  and  she  was^  aa  I  have  already  aaid, 
again  ander  the  protection  of  her  huaband« 

The  old  man  fdt  a  stränge  aenaation  at  ai|^ 
of  the  atranger  that  approached  hun.  Hia  kn«* 
preaaion  was  firat  that  of  imperfect  recoilection. 
I  have  aeen  thia  man  somewhere  before« 

Mr.  Borradale;  myoldfriendl  aaid  Williani. 

Whom  do  y  ou  aeek  ?  who  are  yon }  replied 
the  other.  Indeed  I  do  not  know  yoo.— A 
fearfol^  undefinable  feeUng,  a  sort  of  ahudder^ 
ing,  not  muniiced  with  horror^  came  over  ti^ 
old  man. — ^No;  you  cannot  be  my  once-loved, 
niatic  neighbonr.  Thne  and  eventa  forbid  that. 
I  witnesaed  the  wavea  of  the  tempeatuona  aea 
close  over  kis  head^  and  bury  him  in  ita  im- 
known  deeps. 

I  am  William.  Did  you  not  write  to  me, 
and  invite  me  to  retum?  Yean  haye  paaaed 
aince;  but  they  have  made  no  alteratiim  in  my 
aentimenta.— *Where  is  Margaret?    I  am  im* 
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patieot  to  866  her.  Eirery  moiüeiit  ii  «n  age 
to  mei  I  trust  ilie  has  not  suffered  so  mueli  as 
I  bave  sufiEered.  Biit  that  is  all  over  now.  I 
am  come  to  tbe  aeaaon  of  peaoe,  the  recom- 
peaae  of  ererf  toil; 

Let  me  lock  at  yoa.  Ho,  it  is  not;  yea^  it 
18^  our  kindf  wartn^hearted  neig^boor«  How 
you  are  altered !  Trust  me,  I  am  delighted  to 
866  you  again.  But  how  has  it  happenad  ?  So 
8are  as  we  were  tiiat  we  had  lost  you  Ibr.  ever ! 
I  long  to  hear  all  that  has  befallen  you  in  ab- 
aenoe. — The  old  man  said  this^  because  he  was 
desirous  to  put  off  the  eril  hour,  and  to  think 
of  any  thing,  rather  than  of  the  disappointment, 
the  embarrassment^  the  agony,  that  would  at- 
tend  this  nnlooked  for  erent.  Men  succeed 
each  other  in  the  scene  of  human  Ufe^  even  as 
one  wave  on  the  shore  roUs  over  and  carries 
away  another;  the  place  occupied  by  each  man 
18  speedily  fiUed  up ;  the  gap  closes ;  and  he, 
who  after  a  while  should  retum  to  us  from  the 
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dead,  would  find  that  he  was  an  intrader,  that 
there  was  no  room  for  him  amidst  the  rdations 
of  life,  or  in  the  division  of  the  manifold  pro* 
ductions  of  earth. 

Borradale  led  the  Uite-retumed  wanderer 
into  the  house.  He  said  to  bis  wife^  Here  is 
poor  William,  returned  after  all  his  misfoitunes, 
restored  from  the  grave.    William  sahited  her. 

He  looked  round  with  a  wistfiil  gaze,  but 
without  finding  the  thing  he  sought.  He  fixed 
his  eyes  on  the  door  of  the  next  apartment. 

Where  is  my  love  ?  he  said«  Is  she  at  home  ? 
Is  she  weU  ? 

She  is  very  well,  replied  the  mother.  No, 
she  is  not  at  home. 

The  Borradales  had  a  paioful  duty  to  per- 
form. They  told  William  that  Margaret  waa 
not  at  home,  that  she  had  beeu  with  them  lately, 
but  that  she  was  gone. 

The  mother  then  tried  to  diange  the  dis« 
course.    Well,  she  said,  but  where  have  you 
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been  ?  Why  did  yoa  stoy  away  so  long  ?  Why 
did  not  you  write  ?  How  did  you  escape  the 
shipwieck  in  which  ao  many  peraons  saw  you 
perish? 

William  was  too  impatient^  to  8u£kr  himself 
to  be  drawn  to  any  other  topic  than  that  on 
which  his  boul  waa  bent,  or  to  answer  theae 
queaticHia. 

It  is  no  matter,  aaid  he^  what  haa  happened 
to  me.  Do  not  let  ua  talk  about  that.  It  is 
Margaret  I  want  to  hear  of .  If  ahe  is  not  here, 
at  least  teil  me  about  her.  How  haa  ahe  been  ? 
How  did  ahe  support  heraelf  ?  Oh,  I  am  aure, 
wherever  ahe  is,  ahe  is  as  eager  once  again  to 
See  her  William,  aa  I  am  dyii^  to  behold  her, 
to  embrace  her,  to  hold  her  in  my  longing  anna, 
to  be  aaaured  that  I  have  her  in  aecurity,  that 
we  meet,  oever,  never  again  to  be  aeparated. 

Borradale  canght  William  by  the  arm,  with 
a  aolemn,  a  moumful  conntenance. 
The  truth  muat  be  told^  aaid  he.    Prepare^to 
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hear.    Call  up  your  comge.     Maigaret  caa 
nerer  be  yours. 

William  staggered  to  a  diair.  His  counte- 
nance  betokened  the  wildest  emotion.  She  ii 
dead !  said  he. 

She  is  not  dead.  She  is  married«  What 
could  we  do  ?  We  waited  for  you  month  after 
month^  and  year  after  year.  I  thougfat  sbe 
would  have  aunk  beneath  her  calamity.  Theie 
was  no  spirit  left  in  her.  Deapair  was  written 
in  all  her  features.  Nothing  could  rouae  her. 
She  ia  married:  but,  oh»  with  how  little  of  the 
feelings  of  a  bride !  When  she  took  the  band 
of  her  husband^  she  tbought  solely  of  you. 
We  beUeved  you  dead.  We  urged,  we  impor- 
tuned  her  to  engage  in  some  new  soene  of  life5 
as  the  only  thing  that  could  save  her  firom 
deatruction. 

Borradale  might  have  gone  on  taUdng  as 
long  as  he  pleased.  One  word,  one  little  word^ 
transfixed  his  hearer — ^had  had  the  power  to 
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tum  Mm  into  a  block  of  marble.  £Ks  faculties 
were  withered;  his  features  were  fixed;  bis 
senses  were  gone.  It  was  long  before  bis 
powers  rekindled.  It  seemed  as  if  tbis  one 
Word  bad  put  an  end  to^bis  being, 

Plerbaps  no  buman  creatare,  in  tbe  endless 
Tariety  of  subhinary  events,  bad  ever  under- 
gone  so  severe  a  trial.  WilUam  bad  passed 
tbrougb  counüess  adversities^  '*  in  bunger  aad 
tbirst,  in  cold  and  nakedness^''  in  imprison-« 
ment  and  slavery«  One  tbing  sustained  bim. 
He  saw  tbe  countenance  of  Margaret  sbining 
tbrougb  tbe  bars  of  bis  eonfinement;  be  saw 
ber  by  day  and  by  nigbt;  be  consoled  bimself 
amidst  tbe  evils  tbat  surromided  bim  by  tbe 
tbongbt  of  ber  afar  off;  be  looked^  witb  a  bope 
never  to  be  defeated,  to  ber^  as  tbe  goal  of  bis 
race,  and  tbe  reward  of  bis  labours.  Tlie  com- 
pultory  and  still  varied  distance  tbat  was  ever 
interposed  between  tbem,  tbe  uncertain  lengtb 
of  tbe  period  tbat  beld  tbem  apart^  bad  no  other 
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effect^  than  to  make  him  love  her  a  thousand 
times  the  more. 

His  was  HO  vagne  hope^  no  shade  of  that 
aelf-flatteiy,  which  makes  the  lover  «o  often 
interpret  in  his  own  favour  a  amile  of  seeaung 
encouragement,  a  mbmentary  geatiire  of  ref^itd, 
one  of  those  thrilling,  aweet»  aeductive,  uade- 
Bcribable  tones  of  the  fetnale  voice,  with  which 
an  adoraUe^  light*hearted  beauty  haa  80  often 
been  known  to  lead  on  her  unwary  admirer  into 
a  fool's  paradise«  He  had  been  aolenmly  re- 
called  from  a  remote  part  of  the  globe ;  ev«y 
thing  had  been  arranged;  the  most  eacred 
pledge  had  been  given  by  the  patenta  and  their 
danghter. 

He  sank  at  once,  as  it  aeemed,  into  annihi» 
lation.  His  eyea  were  fixed.  His  lips  were 
severed.  He  gasped  for  In^eath.  His  limba 
were  unable  to  support  him.  He  alaggered  to 
a  seat.  He  remained  incapaUe  of  exertion» 
incapable  of  thonght. 
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The  old  people  became  £righteiied.  Tbsy 
did  every  thing  they  could  devke,  to  soothe 
aad  to  lestore  bim.  For  a  loDg  time  be  seemed 
ifiaeosible  of  thetr  assiduities.  At  leogHi  be 
«woke  as  Irom  a  tranoe,  and  reeovesed  the 
jwwer  of  articiyate  speech. 

Wbere  ia  Margaret  ?  he  fieanticly  eried.  Teil 
me  wbere  I  am  to  find  her  1  She  ia  miDe.  AU 
tbe  powen  of  eardb  and  bevren  sbail  not  tear 
her  firom  me.  It  is  tbe  first  of  neceasities  tbat 
I  abould  aee  her«  I  muat  pour  out  my  aoul 
befoie  her«  I  rauat  teil  her  wfaat  abe  baa  done, 
aad  wbat  abe  onght  to  bave  done.  Ob,  let  me 
lodc  on  tbat  face !  I  will  aee  bow.&labood  aita 
oa  tbat  countenaace,  aad  beama  from  tiioce 
eyea*  Can  she  be  falae ?  Ob,tben  never  tbing 
waa  tnie !  Tbere  ia  notbsqg  aacred^  notbing  to 
be  rdied  on ;  tbe  earth  baa  &o  centre ;  and  Üie 
broad  and  all-incloaing  firmanvmt  ia  bnilt  on  a 
i^ider'e  web.  No ;  no  Upa  bnt  her  own  aball 
erer  pemiade  me  tbat  tbia  ia  tbe  end  of  all.   I 
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must  leam  my  fate  from  the  suiest  of  oracles^ 
and  from  none  eise. 

As  he  spoke  this,  he  started  from  his  place» 
and  was  about  to  leave  the  cottage.  The  mo- 
ther  of  Margaret  threw  herseif  before  him^ 
and  grasped  his  legs«  There  was  no.time  to 
be  lost.  If  he  escaped  them  in  this  frame  of 
mind,  the  most  tragic  consequeoces  .were  to  be 
feared.  It  was  neoessaiy  to  soothe  him»  to 
bring  him  back  to  reason,  now  before  he  leit 
the  spot. . 

William,  said  tl^e  mother,  hear  me  1  I  am 
the  mother  of  Margaret.  Do  you  not  trace  her 
Hneaments  in  this  hce  ?  It  was  I  that  nnxaed 
and  reared  her  throug^  all  the  feeUeness  and 
perils  of  infoncy«  I  have  always  been  your 
friend.  I  have  no  purpose  but  your  welfiure, 
and  that  of  my  only  child.  I  feel  üxt  you  from 
the  bottom  of  my  heart.  You  have  indeed  been 
most  barbarottsly  treated.  We  have  done  wrong. 
Wearewithoulezcuse.  Touougfatto  have  been 


TU.  DBLORAINE.  77 

waited  for.  Nothing  less  than  the  sight  of  your 
dead  body ,  or  a  minute  and  authentic  acoount  of 
yonr  death  and  fbneral^  could  have  justified  qs 
in  the  invasion  of  your  rigbtB. 

Tel,  let  me  adjure  yon,  my  wm  (such  I  will 
still  call  yon),  to  consider  what  you  do,  and 
not  nsdesaly  to  deatroy  the  tranquiUity  of  her, 
whom  you  have  loyed  above  all  human  crea- 
tnrea.  The  coune  of  eventa  can  nerer  be  ar- 
rested ;  that  which  happened  but  a  week  ago 
can  no  more  be  recalled^  than  the  deeds  oyer 
which  a  thooBand  yeara  have  pasaed.  Marga- 
ret ia  married.  The  most  aacred  ritea  of  reli- 
gion  have  devoted  her  to  another«.  Our  affidr 
ia  not  with  thinga  we  cannot  recal,  but  with 
the  thinga  to  oome.  You  have  ever  been  the 
aweeteat,  the  kindest,  the  pureat  of  human 
beinga.  We  have  alwaya  looked  to  you  for 
bleaainga,  for  bouoty,  for  every  thing  that  ia 
good  and  compaaaionate.  Bittemeaa  could 
never  flow  from  ao   clear  and  refireahing  a 
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spring  :  you  cannot  cbange  your  natnre.  We 
have  always  thought  of  you  with  affecticm  and 
sympathy.  Tour  supposed  death  was  the  great- 
est  calamity  Margaret  and  I  erer  experienoed. 
No ;  those  hands^  whick  have  erer  called  down 
blessings  on  ua,  can  never  cause  us  to  fear^  to 
question  what  misery  they  will  next  infiict. 

The  spirit  of  William  was  stirred  within<  him 
at  thifi  expostulation.  Mother,  said  he,  I  will 
do  my  best.  Do  not  fear  me.  I  will  retum  to 
you.  But  I  must  be  alone.  I  must  go  round 
through  all  my  thoughts,  must  penetiate  the 
chaos  within  me,  and  endeavour  to  find  out 
what  I  am,  and  what  I  shall  be. 

The  mother  dared  not  to  interfere  further. 
William  left  the  cottage,  and  resorted  to  a 
neighbouring  wood.  Alterttately,  as  I  leamed 
afterwards,  he  resolved  to  sacrifice  himself. 
His  caie  was  hopdeas.  He  had  no  place 
among  the  sons  of  men.  Why  then  should  he 
shew  himself,  involved  as  he  was  in  an  atmo- 
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fphere  of  peatüence^  to  wither  and  poison  the 
well  bdng  of  othero  ?  Preaently  he  feit  bow- 
e?er^  that  thiui  to  proceed  was  beyond  his 
strength.  The  grief  that  fermeoted  withih  him 
inuat  ha^e  vent^  must  break  down  ita  baniers, 
and  make  ita  power  be  known.  Why  ahould 
he  so£fer  alone  ?  What  had  he  done  to  deserve 
that  thia  insupportable  weight  of  deapair  »hould 
be  accamnlated  oa  him  ? 

By  degreea  he  bc^an  to  fall  into  a  more 
(mlerly  arrangement  of  bis  thoughts.  He 
woiild  QOt  seek  to  mflict  mischief  on  othera ; 
bat  he  must  procure  for  himself  the  satisfaction 
of  beholding  the  turreta  of  the  house  that  was 
the  dwelling  of  Margaret^  of  observing  the 
trees  that  ahaded  her^  and  the  walks  that  were 
occaaioiially  Uesaed  with  her  footsteps. 

Qeaven  is  there« 
Where  Margaret  Uvea ;  and  every  cat«  and  dog. 
And  little  moiue,  every  unworihy  thing« 

there  in  heaven,  and  may  look  upon  her.         « 


To  See  even  the  smoke  that  ascended  in  curling 
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wreaths  above  her  roof,  would  be  a  relief  to 
him.  To  bare  the  chance  of  beholding  tbe 
carriage  in  which  she  went  out  to  take  tbe  air, 
would  be  gratification  unspeakable.  He  kneir 
tbat  this  was  nothing.  He  must  in  time  maater 
himself,  gather  up  the  fragments  of  the  wreck 
of  what  he  had  been^  and  see  to  what  acoount 
they  could  be  tumed.  But  this  momentaiy 
indulgence  would  soothe^  and  so  strengthen 
him.  It  was  unreasonable  to  expect  that  the 
thousand  cords  that  bound  him  could  be  snap- 
ped  at  once,  that  so  tenible  a  disappointment 
could  be  conquered  in  an  instant. 

In  pursuance  of  this  determination  he  pro- 
ceeded  to  the  neighbourhood  of  my  dwellin^. 
He  did  not  return  to  Borradale's ;  but  enquired 
of  a  neighbour  the  name  of  bis  Bon*in-law. 
That  intelligence  was  speedily  obtained.  He 
approached  the  place  of  my  abode.  He  took 
up  bis  residence  at  the  nearest  town.  The  di- 
stance  was  four  or  five  mlles.     He  found  a 


VII.  DELORAINE.  81 

cottage  that  was  less  than  two  miles  from  me. 
There  was  a  wood  between,  shut  in  on  one  side 
by  a  dear^  murmiiriog  brook^  with  a  little. 
bridge  leading  to  the  meadow  beyond.  From 
day  to  day  he  came  to  the  cottage^  and  waii« 
dered  in  tbis  wood.  He  made  acquaintance 
with  the  old  woman  of  the  cottage^  and  her 
daughters ;  he  asked  a  thousand  particulars  re- 
lative to  the  oecupiers  of  the  neighbouring 
mansion.  He  fed  bis  discontented  spirit  with 
such  intelligenee  as  he  could  collect.  He  as- 
cended  a  neighbouring  brow^  which  command- 
ed  a  view  of  my  house  and  grounds.  From  tbis 
point  he  could  discem  my  gardens  and  the 
persons  who  walked  in  them.  He  saw  the 
labourers  employed  in  cultivating  them ;  he 
saw  me ;  he  saw  Margaret.  He  filled  bis  mind 
with  bittemesB  and  despair^  with  imagining  all 
that  had  once  invited  bis  acceptance^  and  the 
cup  of  beatitude  that  had  been  dashed  from  bis 
lips^  tili  he  could  no  longer  endure  the  concep- 

e5 
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tion  of  what  he  was.  He  then  fled  from  the 
spot^  while  the  fiend  of  memory  puraued  him 
wkerever  he  went;  and  he  retumed  the  next 
day,  to  be  made  more  wretdied^  and  fiUed  top- 
fuU  of  the  direst  misery. 

The  Borradales^  finding  that  he  did  not  re- 
tum  to  them  aa  he  had  promified,  nuninated 
anxiottsly  on  the  question  what  step  he  woald 
next  prooeed  to  take.  Hey  concluded  that 
they  conld  not  do  leas  than  advertise  me  of  the 
Visit  he  had  paid  them,  and  dien  leave  it  for  me 
to  judge  in  what  manner  1  migfat  be  abk  to 
prevent  the  mischief  that  threatened  me.  This 
precantion  on  then-  part  was  well  intended; 
but  H  had  no  other  eflect  than  to  heigfaten  my 
alann,  and  increase  the  wdght  of  my  miaery. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


In  a  nural  neighbourhood  like  that  in  which  I 
dwelt,  the  anival  of  a  solitary  stranger  such  as 
William  did  not  paas  altogether  unnoticed.  As 
he  waodered  about  among  the  fielda,  tbe  vallies^ 
and  the  roada^  wiiboat  any  diacoveraUe  object, 
▼arioua  commenta  were  paased  on  thia  nev 
phenomenpn.    A  lady^  who  waa  on  a  viait  at  a 
tdw  mileff  diatance,  who  had  seen  Margaret^ 
and  knew  something  of  her  history,  feit  her 
cnriosity  ea^dted.     She  was  fc^onate  enough 
so  fiir  as  curiosity  was  concemed^  in  one  in- 
ataoce  to  pass  near  the  stranger^  so  as  to  make 
her  obeervations.    She  saw  in  him  great  ap* 
pearance  of  dejection^  a  wild  and  nnsettled  air, 


84  DELORAINE.  CH. 

and  other  tokens  favourable  to  her  conjectore, 
that  this  might  be  the  former  lover  of  Mar- 
garet, who  was  supposed  to  have  been  ship- 
^vrecked,  but  respecting  whose  fette  she  knew 
that  no  particulars  had  ever  been  obtained.  As 
William  passed  her  in  an  opposite  direction, 
she  hastened  to  the  cottage,  which,  as  ehe  had 
been  informed,  the  stranger  had  firequently 
chosen  as  a  place  to  which  he  resorted,  and 
where  he  had  been  known  to  remain  for  an 
hour  together.  She  entered  into  conyersation 
with  the  cottagers^  asked  a  multitude  of  quea- 
tions  respecting  the  individual  who  had  ezcited 
her  attention,  and  leamed  that  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal  topics  of  his  conversation  was  respecting 
the  inmates  of  the  mansion,  of  whom  they  were 
humble  dependents.  The  lady  led  them  in  her 
own  train  of  thinking,  and  awakened  in  them 
recollections  which  might  otherwise  haye  slum* 
bered»  They  confessed,  that  the  stranger  had 
an  extremely  dejected  and  disconsolate  air,  that 
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diey  ootild  not  accoant  for  bis  hmng  appa* 
ready  made  this  spot  the  centre  of  his  pere* 
grinations^  and  that  he  had  veiy  much  the 
manner  of  a  man  reoently  arrired  from  abroad. 
Persona^  who  are  aflSicted  with  this  disease  of 
cnrioaity,  will  <rfken  be  /ound  to  have  a  sort  of 
latnitiTe  fiicnlty,  which,  thongh  it  will  Bome- 
times  lead  them  on  in  a  train  of  conjecturea 
singulariy  absurd  and  in  a  manner  impoasibk^ 
will  nerertheleas  occasionaUy^  as  by  a  sort  of 
felidty,  snggeat  to  them  inferences^  built  on 
Tery  slight  grounds^  but  which  neyertheless 
tarn  out  to  be  precisely  correspondent  to  the 
reality  of  tiungs. 

The  lady  in  question  conld  not  divest  herself 
of  the  persnasion,  that  the  person  she  had  seen 
was  no  other  than  William^  the  former  lover  of 
Margaret,  bat  who  was  supposed  to  haye  been 
long  dead.  She  satd  to  herself,  I  am  snre  it  is 
so:  but,  widi  all  this  confidence  in  her  own 
Penetration,  she  had  a  latent  feeling  of  doobt. 
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and  was  on  thoros  tili  sbe  could  aniv«  at  tbe 
■täte  of  making  assvrance  doubly  aure.  Aa 
has  been  obaerved,  ehe  had  seen  Margaret  onoe 
or  twice^  and  could  use  that  aa  the  pretence  for 
tnakiiig  her  a  viait.  The  lady  had  no  malice  in 
her  nature«  She  wouldJiaye  started  at  the  bare 
thought  of  inflicting  on  any  one  a  serioua  in- 
jiuy.  Bat  she  believed  she  would  somehow  be 
able  to  gain  new  evidence  to  the  truth  of  the 
subtle  disoovery  she  had  made^  without  the 
danger  of  senous  mischief.  And^  at  any  rate, 
the  noble  passion  of  dißinterested  investigation 
that  inspired  her,  the  desire  to  add  one  propo- 
sition  more  to  the  glorious  aggregate  of  tnitb, 
was  to  her  superior  to  all  other  considerationa. 
She  accordingly  hastened  to  put  her  prqject 
in  execuüon.  She  drove  to  my  house.  I  knew 
thf  carriage,  and  was  aware  of  the  vialt ;  bat  I 
knew  the  frivolity  of  the  lady's  character,  and 
oonceived  that,  if  Margaret  choae  to  reeeiTe 
her,  she  could  not  have  a  more  innooent  re- 
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eieatkm.  Viaton  oidy  oocaBumally  made  thdr 
appeamnoe  aft  our  door ;  and  tbe  lady  was  ad« 
mitled. 

Hie  eooveraation  bc^an  with  the  topict  luraal 
<m  auch  oceaAom*  The  straager  nezt  changed 
tbe  subject  to  the  ames  of  tempeaUiouB  wea- 
ther  that  had  prevailed  not  long  ago,  and  the 
aniafiliief  it  had  done  amoiig  the  8hipping.-<* 
Maq;aret  feit  oneasy :  the  subject  touebed  on 
a  atrii^  which  always  awoke  paanM  aensa- 
tianain  her  mind. 

Her  commtmicative  frigid  howev»  seemed 
to  take  no  notioe  of  thia«  She  went  on :  Oh, 
I  heard  such  a  atory  of  a  ahipwiieck  yeaterday ! 
It  ia  too  t^rible  to  think  about  it^ — Margaret 
^mihfid  nnder  the  prelude ;  but  she  was  in  too 
weak  a  atale  of  apirita  to  be  able  to  reaiat  the 
tonent«  The  apeaker  therefore  went  on  to.de- 
Bcribe  the  aplitting  upon  a  rock,  the  guns  c^ 
^Btreaa  that  were  fired,  the  leak,  the  yawning 
breaoh  that  the  vk>lenoe  of  the  aea  had  effected. 
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the  agony  and  despair  of  the  passengers,  the 
ineffectual  atteinpts  that  were  made  to  ap- 
proach  to  their  assistance,  and  the  final  swal- 
lowing  up  of  the  vesBel  in  the  devouring  waves. 
Three  hundred  souls  perished :  only  ten  were 
saved  by  a  sort  of  miracle. 

Margaret  long  endured  the  tale ;  for  ahe  did 
not  feel  in  herseif  the  strength  to  interpose 
and  subdue  the  volubility  of  the  person  -wbo 
addressed  her.  When  at  length  the  narrator 
came  to  a  pause,  Margaret  tumed  towards  her 
with  a  solemn  and  melancholy  aspect. 

I  thought,  my  dear  madam,  that  you  had 
known  something  of  my  unfortunate  story* 
But,  as  you  convince  me  by  your  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding  that  you  are  uninformed,  I  will  for 
once  deviate  from  the  rule  I  had  laid  to  myaelf, 
and  touch  a  little  upon  the  brink  of  it.  I  am 
no  coward ;  but  I  have  been  endearouring  for 
years  to  accommodate  myself  to  my  circum- 
stances.    I  did  not  come^  without  preceding 
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snfimngB  and  distress^  into  the  connectioii  and 
the  dnties  that  now  control  me.    I  had  a  juve- 
nile attachment,  belbre  I  knew  Ddoraine.  The 
paitiality  I  omceived  was  early  and  deep ;  änd 
it  was  death  only  that  dissolved  it.    The  idol 
of  my  youth  perished  in  a  soene  such  as  you 
have  described.    An  inscnitable  Prondence  di- 
recta  the  fortunes  of  mortals ;  and  it  is  incum- 
bent  on  US  to  submit  without  munnuring,  and 
to  devote  ourselves  to  a  just  and  exemplary 
conduct  in  the  relations  in  which  we  shall 
ultimately  be  placed.    I  have  therefore  held  it 
for  a  prindple  to  indulge  in  no  vain  repinings, 
to  folget  the  visions,  the  joys  and  the  aspira- 
tiona  of  my  dawn  of  life,  and  to  banbh  from 
my  memory  what   can   never  be  reoovered. 
With  much  persevenmce  I  have  done  what  I 
oonld  to  heal  the  wounds  that  past  time  inflict- 
ed  on  me :  and,  if  you  had  been  aware  of  what 
I  have  now  communicated,  I  think  you  would 
have  lefirained  from  a  topic  so  agonising  to  me. 
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Ma^  I  requett  that  you  woold  touch  on  it  no 
more? 

The  appeal  of  Margaret  was  of  the  moat  im- 
presaive  natiire.  Bat  there  ia  a  dass  of  persoDS 
whose  Bouls  are  easentially  non^conduetora  to 
the  dectricity  of  sentimenti  and  whoae  minda 
seem  to  be  fiUed  with  their  own  train  of  tiunk- 
ingy  coD^ctiona  and  pvrpoaes,  to  the  exduaiaa 
of  every  thing  dse.  I  know  «  man  inoorrigiUy 
deaf^  who  yet  gives  himself  the  aar  at  diacnaa* 
ing  with  and  answering  you,  who  piofesaea  to 
know  exactly  what  you  muat  have  alleged,  goea 
aa  repl]ring  to  your  imaginary  olgectkma»  and 
will  talk  of  things  immeaaurably  wida  of  and 
contrary  to  the  topics  of  your  discoon^  with« 
out  the  slightest  suspidon  of  the  ludicroiis 
eroBs-readinga  he  ia  presenting.  Like  thia  man 
are  the  persons  I  ipeak  of.  The  ear  of  the 
mind  ia  as  completdy  blocked  up  in  them,  as 
are  his  bodily  organs.  Of  thia  daaa  of  peraoni 
waa  the  viaitor  of  Maigaret. 
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Buty  my  dear  madam^  said  ahe,  are  you  cer- 
tam  that  he  yoa  were  so  much  altached  to  it 
dead?  I  beg  yoor  pardon.  i  woidd  not  be 
impertinent  for  the  world.  But  I  have  heaid 
many  atories  in  my  time  of  miracolous  eacapes. 
The  body  of  hun  yoa  so  deeply  hunentad,  I  be- 
lieve,  was  nerer  found«  He  was  observed  under 
qjcmmitances  most  perQous  and  ciitical ;  and 
he  has  never  been  heard  of  since.  I  conceire 
that  ia  au. 

Malerei  was  agitated  in  the  most  alarming 
way  by  the  discourse  of  her  unwekome  yisitor. 

Oh^  God^  she  exchümed^  what  woold  I  have 
given  that  he  had  lived  !  Bat  I  saw  the  vessel 
twallowed  up  by  the  remorseless  sea.  I  saw 
the  persons  who  escaped  in  the  long-boat :  he 
was  not  among  them.  I  heard  the  particalars 
ef  the  accident  by  which  he  was  thtown  into 
the  sea»  and  so  perished.  What  days  and 
lughts,  what  months  and  years  of  inextinguish- 
able  sonow  have  I  saffBred  since  that  hoar ! 
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The  mirade  is  that  I  live.  I  am  astoniahed  at 
myself .  Surely,  aurely,  I  must  have  been  made 
of  adamant,  and  my  firame  constructed  of  ma- 
terials  that  no  grief  could  destroy.  Why  am 
I  not  in  my  grave !  Why  does  this  throblnng 
brain  continue  its  functions  !  Oh,  that  I  were 
dead  at  once !  Oh,  that  I  had  ne?er  been  bom! 
that  the  day  of  my  birth  had  been  awallowed 
up  in  darkness,  that  the  shadow  of  death  might 
Btain  it,  and  that  it  might  never  be  nnrnbeied 
among  the  days  of  the  year !  Qod^  my  Savioiir, 
why  am  I  thus  ?  What  have  I  done,  that  I 
should  be  singied  out  for  calamity  above  all 
the  daughters  of  men  ? 

The  train  of  ideas  that  her  visitor  bad 
awakened,  the  deep  womidu  that  she  reopened 
in  the  heart  of  Margaret,  had  the  effect,  tbat 
every  thing  that  had  pasaed^  the  varioua  cir- 
eumatances  and  events  that  had  occurred^  ainoe 
she  witneBsed  the  fatal  cataatrophe  firom  the 
brow  at  Flymouth,  were  utterly  aonihilated. 
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Sfae  stood  oDce  more  on  the  tr^gic  spot;  ahe 
saw  in  the  most  vmd  manner  the  whole  pic* 
Vxce,  all  the  particulare  and  the  turmoil  of  the 
scene^.  which  had  then  transfixed  her  with  de- 
spair.  She  sank  motionkss  in  h^  place^  over- 
whelmed  and  convuked  aa  in  a  struggle  be- 
tween  life  and  death« 

I  beg  your  pardoos  madam,  said  the  other. 
I  thought  I  oi^ht  to  teil  you,  that  I  have  some 
reaß<Mk  to  believe  that  yeaterday  I  saw  the 
peraon  we  were  speaking  of.  But  I  perceive 
that  you  are  not  in  a  fit  State  to  listen  to  me. 
I  ivill  withdraw.  I  will  send  your  servant  to 
you* 

And  she  left  the  room» 

Margaret  was  discovered  by  her  attendant  in 
%  State  of  insensibility.  She  had  fainted  away 
with  the  excesB  of  .her  emotions.  The  lady 
flew  down  inio  the  hall^  haybg  first  said  a  few 
words  respecting  the  condition  in  which  she 
had  left  Margaret.    She  found  her  servants  in 
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readinesB,  «od  dnnre  off  witliottt  an  inMuit's 
dday. 

I  heard  the  soand  of  her  ^ariot-wheek  in 
departing,  and  obaerved  in  her  no  ordinary  to- 
kens  of  huny  and-confosion«  Tlie  next  minute 
I  was  Bttnunoned  to  my  wife,  whom  the  atten- 
dant3  had  conveyed  to  her  Chamber^  and  pUoed 
uponthebed«  Iwaaezceedin^yalannedather 
appearanoe.  She  was  withont  colonr,  and  wiflH 
ottt  puLse.  She  remained  aa  in  a  awoon  for 
nearly  an  honr,  notwithstanding  all  the  remedica 
that  could  be  applied.  I  dLspatcfaed  my  valet  in 
haste  to  call  in  medical  assistance.  He  met 
the  physician  that  usually  attended  my  fiunUy 
on  the  road,  and  brought  him  to  my  honse  in  a 
shorter  üme  than  could  have  been  ejqpected. 

I  did  not  discover  what  had  passed  between 
Margaret  and  her  visitor  tili  a  cornnderable 
time  afterwaids.  It  was  very  riowly  that  the 
afflicted  one  recovered  her.  recoUection.  She 
was  like  a  person  in  whom  a  audden  imrattoo 
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of  diaeaee  had  pwalysed  the  oi^ans  of  speecfa. 
Sbe  spoke  not;  though  it  was  easy  for  me  to 
percdre  die  gradatioas  by  wbidi  her  Cacolties 
retamed  to  her.  Her  eyes  were  generally  fixed 
on  vacancy:  but  from  time  to  time  they  wan- 
dered  reatlessly  about  the  apartmeDt,  as  if  in 
search  of  something  which  they  never  found. 
It  ifl  impoaaible  for  the  imagination  to  figure  to 
kaelf  such  an  expression  of  despair.  It  8eemed 
aa  if  rocks  and  stones  would  have  moved,  and 
hungry  tigers  been  excited  to  remorse  at  so 
moumful  a  spectack. 

For  myself^  I  was  laimched  into  a  sea  of 
conjectnres^  as  to  what  it  was  that  had  caused 
the  tokens  and  indications  before  me.  What 
was  it  that  this  contemptible  nsitor  had  done 
or  had  said^  that  produced  so  utter  a  rerolution 
in  this  admirable  creature  ?  I  was  acquainted 
with  a  miserable  secret,  which  was  scarcely 
known  to  any  other  human  being.  I  had  for 
maoy  days  devoted  all  my  energies  to  the  per- 
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petuating  the  blessed  ignorance,  in  the  oon- 
tinuance  of  which  the  life  of  Margaret  was 
bound  up.  I  anticipated  eveiy  day  the  arrival 
of  William,  or  of  a  letter  from  his  band.  Was 
there  a  possibility  that  he  had  choeen  this 
foolish  and  ridiculous  woman  to  be  his  ambas- 
sador? 

I  could  not  believe  it.  Still  the  question 
remained,  Did  Margaret^  or  did  she  not  know 
that  which  I  was  so  anxious  to  conceal  from 
her?  I  gased  on  her  with  undescribable  in- 
tenseness.  With  the  lynx-eyed  fervour  of  my 
gaze  I  sought  to  penetrate  into  her  soul;  I 
endeayoured  in  the  doubtful  regions^  the  linea 
and  changes  of  her  countenance  to  read  her 
thoughts.  The  wife  of  king  George  the  Seoond 
died  of  a  disease  she  never  would  re^eal.  How 
eamestly  I  desired  to  see  the  soul  of  Margaret 
in  all  its  nakedness^  and  discover  the  bidden 
mischief  that  was  corroding  her  vitals  I  I  oould 
almost  have  adopted  the  determination  of  Ma- 
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homet  the^Secondj  who  is  said  to  have  pierced 
into  the  bowels  of  bis  pages  at  the  expence  of 

their  lives^  to  discoirer  wbat  waa  beoome  of 

/^ 

aome  fruit  that  had  disappeared* 

Bot  no;  it  was  impossible  tbat  Margaret  bad 
received  tbe  fatal  information.  Tbe  woman^ 
wbo  bad  just  left  my  bouae^  could  not  be  tbe 
confident  and  tbe  factor  of  tbe  miserable  wretch 
wbo  bad  just  retumed  to  bis  native  sbores. 
Margaret  was  tremblingly  alive  at  every  pore. 
A  tbousand  foUies  and  indiscretions^  a  thousand 
imperünences  and  matters  of  tbougbtless  dis- 
course  from  sueb  a  woman^  migbt  bave  given 
to  ber  a  sbock  of  a  very  painful  nature. — But 
yet  Mai^aret  bad  a  fund  of  pbilosopby  and 
stoicism,  and  wbat  was  better,  of  good  sense. 
It  was  difficult  to  conceive  bow  a  mere  imper* 
tinence  could  bave  produced  in  ber  so  total  a 
revolution. 

The  question  aa  to  wbat  bad  passed,  and 
wbether  tbe  tbing  I  feared  bad  been  in  any 

vol..  II.  F 
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way  rerealed  to  her^  was  of  the  last  importance. 
If  the  Symptoms  I  observed  had  been  produced 
by  any  impertinenoe  or  insult,  however  uiima- 
ginable^  the  first  shock  would  be  the  worst  of 
the  afiEeur^  and  the  mischief  might  be  expected 
gradually  to  die  away  and  disappear.  But,  if 
Margaret  had  actually  leamed  the  existence  of 
her  former  lover^  I  was  convinced  that  a  fiital 
blow  had  been  stniclc,  from  which  she  would 
never  recover.  The  jnore  she  reflected  opon 
it,  the  worse  it  would  appear  to  her.  Here 
was  the  poor  fellow^  the  suflPerer  from  a  thou- 
sand  calamities,  bereaved  of  that  reward^  which 
in  bis  eye  would  bare  atoned  for  erery  tbing, 
and  cast  forth,  lilce  Cain^  a  friendless,  hopeless 
Wanderer  through  the  world.  And  she,  even 
she,  by  her  levity,  her  want  of  deep  thinking, 
and  of  a  feeling  sufELciently  intense,  was  the 
cause  of  this. 

The  next  day  after  that  of  this  shock,  what- 
ever  it  was,  wbich  Margaret  had  austaincd. 
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Thomas,  my  confidential  servant,  preaented 
himself  faefoxe  me.  He  braught  me  very  in- 
teresüiig  mtelligence.  He  expiessed  an  opinion 
that  he  had  found  the  peraon  whom  I  had  sent 
him  to  the  ooast  of  Sosaex  in  aearch  of •  Tbo* 
maa  had  endeavoured  with  the  utmoat  diligence 
to  diacharge  the  iunction  I  had  derolved  on 
him.  He  appeared  in  a  conaiderable  dq^ree  to 
have  fdlowed  in  the  ateps  of  the  lady,  whom 
curiosity  alone  had  goaded  in  her  enqoiriea  and 
obaervationa.  He  had  at  firat  lighted  on  the 
atnuiger  whom  he  remarked  wandering  with 
diaordered  atepa  about  the  neighbourhood. 
Theie  waa  aomething  about  hia  carriage  and 
aar,  which  aoggeated  to  Thomaa  at  the  aecond 
glance,  that  thia  peraon  little  reaembled  the 
imtanght  and  homebred  ruatics,  unacquaintcd 
with  the  mannera  and  dtiea  of  men,  and  that 
he  aeemed  aa  if  engrosaed  and  awaDowed  np 
with  aome  heartfek  grief.  Thomaa  traced  him 
to  ibe  oottage,  and  took  an  opportunity,  when 
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he  was  absent,  to  make  some  en<]^iiriet  of  the 
peasaDt8  about  him«  He  found  firom  tfacm, 
that  this  atranger  had  been  aevend  daya  in  the 
neighbonrhood,  that  he  had  thiee  or  foar  timea 
taken  an  occasion  to  talk  to  the  cottagefs, 
and  that  what  aeemed  most  to  interest  him  waa 
a^y  particnlan  he  could  gkan  reapecthag  the 
inmatea  of  the  manaion  below.  Tboatiaa  did 
not  like  to  proceed  further  witbout  fireah  in* 
Btmctiona  Crom  me.  Should  he  take  for  graitted 
npon  these  mgue  uidiGationa  that  thia  wai  the 
peraon  to  whom  hia  commiaaion  pcHoted  ?  Sndi 
a  letter  aa  I  had  intruated  hhn  with,  waa  not 
to  be  put  into  any  one'a  handa  without  the 
aureat  grounds.  Should  he  aak  the  atranger 
hia  nttne  ?  If  he  were  the  mdividual  we  i^pre- 
hended,  it  was  not  likely  that  he  woidd  give  a 
tnie  anawer  to  a  queationer  he  had  nevcr  beCorr 
sees» 

In  the  mean  time  Margaiet,  when  ahe  had 
aufficiently  lecovered  her  aelf-poaaeaauw. 
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called  to  mind,  aa.  well  as  ahe  was  able,  the 
parliculara  which  had  pasaed  between  her  and 
her  onwelcoine  viaitor.  The  last  words  of  this 
inquiaitive  lady  had  been^  '^  I  have  reaaon  to 
think  that  yeateiday  I  saw  the  pecaon  we  were 
speaking  of/*  But^  when  they  were  uttered^ 
Margaret  was  m  auch  a  State  of  agitation  and 
disturbttioe,  that  she  oould  scaroely  be  paid  to 
have  heard  them.  It  was  not  tili  after  a  oertain 
period  spent  m  ruminatioii  and  uncertainty, 
that  they  shaped  themselves  iato  a  proposition, 
and  seemed  to  aflBrm  aomething*  Was  this 
reaUy  whst  the  lady  said?  Might  not  the 
sense  of  what  was  spoken  be  the  pure  fruit  of 
Maigaret's  Imagination }  Ghiilt  ia  cunning  in 
devising  the  means  of  ita  own  reqnital«  And^  ' 
if  Margaret  was  guilty,  how  oomplicated  was 
her  guilt  ?  How  tremendoua  would  her  punish- 
ment  be?  The  bare  suspidon  that  she  had 
heard  aright,  was  almost  too  terrible  for  her  to 
Bostain^  «nd  live. 
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out  onxny  joiiniey#  I  ImA  a  preaentiiDieBt  tlnt 
flometliiiig  of  the  most  diBastrcms  Import  would 
occar  in  jx^j  abn^Qoe.  I  fdte  ineliiied^  initaad 
of  going  forth  pn  the  biiainess  tbat  calbd  me, 
to  send  aa  excuse»  Bat  of  tfais  tboi^bt  I  pie» 
senüy  gtew  ashamed.  It  had  ever  been  a  priii« 
cipk  with  me^  to  pursoe  on  all  occaakms  the 
straight  line  of  my  diity^  and^  yielding  to  wlnit 
that  requived  of  mt^  to  leave  the  rest  to  the 
disposai  of  beaven.  My  mind  indeed  iniagave 
me;  but  I  **  defied  augury." 

I  bowever  detennined  in  my  way  to  call  at 
the  cottage  to  whidi  Thomas  diiected  me.  The 
information  I  obtained  there  was  mnch  the 
same  aa  that  which  he  had  already  oonmram* 
cated.  The  penons  to  whom  I  addretsed  my* 
seif  informed  me^  that  the  stiaager  had  spoken 
with  tbem  again  and  again^  that  he  had  been 
with  them  that  moming^  and  that  it  was  pro- 
bable that  in  a  few  dajrs  he  wonld  repeat  hia 
Visit.    I  Said  no  more.    I  wrote  two  or  three 
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JiguBB  wkb  a  peHMstt  a»  I  sat  mmj  earrfaige,  and 
requested  the  good  woman,  when  she  «äw  the 
{wnon  agaiD^  to  put  tbem  into  lii§  hand.  Their 
pvrport  was  slmply  to  84>Iieit  an  interview  wiüi 
hm  OH  the  third  day  from  the  presenty  at  two 
^'eloek,  at  the  little  bridge  across  the  brook, 
which  haa  been  alfeady  inentioned.  If  this 
appointoient^  from  being  reoeived  too  kte,  or 
bom  any  othcv  cauae  fidled^  I  begged  the  m-^ 
dindual  I  addivssed^  to  favoor  me  with  a  fresh 
rendezvous  on  the  same  spotj  and  toleave  bis 
aiKwer  with  tiie  person  from  whom  he  should 
reoeiye  my  bükt.  I  signed  my  paper  with  my 
name«  I  feit  congiderably  u&certain  wliether 
the  etranger  were  actnally  he  whom  I  had  in 
coatemplatidn^  and  was  for  that  and  other 
reasona  rdaetanft  to  open  myself  fnrther  on 
paper«  Bat,  wlieAer  I  was  right,  or  was  mis« 
takcB^  ao  great  misohief  conld  arise  from  a 
simple  rendezvous,  which,  if  erroneous,  migfat 

f6 


108  DBLOEAIKE.  C0* 

easUy  be  «mfesied  to  be  ao^  and  i^pdlogked  tu 
acoovdkigljr. 

Httviog  adopted  this  precnutkNiary  mearare, 
I  proceeded  on  my  joarney.  Noüuog  tbat  de* 
serrea  to  be  menticNied,  oceorred  in  my  eirecii- 
tion  of  the  btunneBB  that  had  called  me.  Whea 
I  aet  out  lipon  my  return^  I  had  diacharged 
myadf  of  all  other  thoughta^  and  of  the  petty 
intrieaciee  of  tulgar  busineiB,  m  whieh  I  had 
been  compeUed  to  take  a  part ;  and  my  niiuid 
was  kft  free  to  meditatCi  eventoburating^  lipon 
the  queation  that  involved  my  oondition  and 
my  future  eadstencej  togetfaer  wHh  the  wdiue 
of  Margaret,  the  sanity  of  her  intdlect^  and 
very  probably  her  approaehing  destmction. 

The  Borrowa  of  William  were  teRiUe,  and 
liard  to  be  endured :  bat,  in  the  Ught  in  which 
they  presented  themaebea  to  my  mind,  tbey 
were  as  nothing  compared  with  what  was  to  be 
gone  through  by  Margaret  and  myadf.    He 
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liad  lost  a  mittveis^  thak  he  laml  abofe  all  Übe 
World.  This  was  a  mkfortune  that  has  been 
to  be  bome  by  many  in  all  agw  of  wialdtid. 
li  ifl  trne^  tbal  bis  dÜM^pointment  bad  vaiicms 
ai^mtBfcioiis*  Alter  having  gone  thiovgb  a 
levere  ordeal,  he  had  been  summoned  from.the 
okher  aide  of  the  g^obe  to  receive  bis  rewardk 
Since  that  time  he  had  ezperienoed  a  multitude 
of  dktretsfiil  viciasitiidas:  bnt  there  remalned, 
as  he  inoet  aaanredly  beUerad,  ihe  ctown  of  his 
rqoiciBg)  aeeuied  to  bim  by  the  solenm  engage- 
awDt  of  the  beuig  he  adored,  atid  her  parents. 
And  yety  lo,  now^  all  thia  cmmblfed  away  from 
Us  grasp,  and  &ad  diaappointed  him  1  Wfaat 
theo  ?  She  might  have  died.  This  ia  among 
the  comnumest  of  human  occorrenoe».  And 
he  was  left  in  no  worse  a  sitnatioA  than  if  she 
had  diedi  He  had  the  world  before  him^  to 
settte  himself  as  he  pleased.  He  was  bonnd 
to  nothingi  free  as  the  air.  He  was  like  our 
first  parents:  <^ Of  all  the  trees  of  the  gardeü 
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yenuqrfreelyMt;  bat  «rf  a  oertaia  tree  ye  majr 
ii0t  eat :  ^'  one  thing  only  y^^A  interdicted  him. 
>  But  \riiat  was  the  Situation  of  Margaret) 
If  ehe  knew^  at  at  the  moment  she  shooM  oome 
to  know^  of  •  the  estistenoe  of  William,  that  he 
had  been  in  her  neighixnirhoodj  that  firom  the 
adjoining  knoll  he  had  seen  her  waUdng  in  the 
garden,  that  he  had  observed  her  atütudes  and 
motions^  and  counted  her  Steps,  she  woiüd 
then  deeply  feel,  that  there  lived  a  man  who 
had  had  a  right  to  her  hand,  to  her  attentiops, 
to  the  very  pulses  of  her  soul,  beyond  all  crea- 
tures  that  existed;  What  had  she  done  }  Sie 
had  married*  But  her«mi«riuge  was  one  of 
mere  convenience  and  deceney.  She  thooght 
wdl  of  me:  no  more  1  Bat  could  this  contract 
oome  in  oompetition  witii  the  daims^  both  fiRxn 
qualilies,  from  that  tendemess  which  only  one 
Creatore  in  the  universe  can  feel  for  one,  from 
that  entire  and  perfect  union  of  sonls^  iridch 
had  sabsisted  between  her  and  William?  Coold 
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ümt  jaaUity  a  breaeh  of  Ae  most  MAsom  en^ 
gagemeats,  die  violatiim  of  a  ftitli^  whkh 
ooght  never  to  hare  been  diflcsgarded,  so  long 
as  there  remained  the  poudbilitjr  that  Wiffiam 
lived  ?  And  what  was  she  to  me  bo  long  aa  he 
ensted  ?    An  aduHress : 

.......  a  false  fair  one^ 

Who  plii^ted  to  a  noble  youth  her  hlth, 

and  then  profEuied  the  most  sacred  solemni'» 
tic8  that  religion  oonld  aapply^  by  giving  her 
hand  to  amother« 

TUa  was  her  Situation^  so  fiir  as  William 
was  coDoemed.  Bat  there  were  bonds  into 
whidi  slie  faad  entered  wxth  me«  Before  the 
akar^  in  the  honae  of  God  himaelf^  and  under 
the  eye  of  the  Omniacient|  ahe  had  rowed  to  be 
nune^  to  adhere  to  me,  '^  for  richer,  for  pooier, 
in  aidoiesa  ud  health,  to  love,  cheriah  and 
obey,"  tili  death  ahould  fiaally  diaaolve  the  tie 
between  ns«  And  thia,  while  her  heart,  her 
irfaole  heart— ^ho  can  oontrol  the  pulaea  of 
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the  heut  }*-^wa8  another's ;  wUle  she  kMiMd 
die  eng^;ement  that  boond  her,  «ad  whik  the 
Toice>  the  reproechfiil  Toicei  of  never-sleepiiig 
conscienoe  upbraided  her  for  the  guUt  ehe  had 
contrected  by  ooneentuig  to  that  engagtment. 
It  was  imposBible  she  conld  ha?e  one  day  of 
tranquillity  and  peace^  her  duties^  acoording  to 
ihe  general  code  of  aU  civilized  nations,  draw«- 
ing  her  one  way,  and  an  Obligation,  anterior  to 
and  of  eider  birth  than  these  dnties,  drawing 
her  another.  She  mnst  wither  like  a  floiver, 
when  all  moisture  has  been  drawn  away  from 
the  soll  in  wfaich  it  is  planted,  and  that  which 
ahould  nourish  it  is  tumed  into  dost.  She 
mnst  die,  even  as  that  flower  wonld  die,  when 
a  wind  carrying  pestUence  in  its  winga  had 
passed  over  it^  or  the  locnsts  of  the  soiith  had 
spread  themsdves  upon  its  leaves«  Nothing 
oould  eure  the  mortal  woond  she  had  reoerred. 
If  William  were  to  perish  even  now^  she  oould 
nerer  more  forget  the  Charge  of  disloyalty  she 
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kftd  iaemted^  the  baacneM  of  her  prooeedinK 
kl  giving  sway  to  anotber,  that  whkb,  by  the 
firat  of  all  lairs^  the  hiw  <tf  the  heart^  was  bisj 
and  bis  alooe. 

Such  wonld  bc  the  aituation  of  Maigatet^ 
from  the  instant  sbe  shouU  be  tnüy  inlormed 
oa  tbe  sabject.  But  wbat  was  nune  ?  I  could 
ouly  imderatand  that  of  Wüliam  or  Margaret 
by  tbe  force  of  imagioation,  putting  myaelf^ 
impeiliDCtly  aa  I  migbt,  in  their  place  and  ea* 
deanniring  to  dunk  their  thoughts.  Bat  my 
own  spoke  to  me  in  a  qoite  diffinrent  langwage» 
It  Game  to  me  through  the  Toice  of  an  internal 
monitor  which  could  not  deoeive  me.  Tbere 
the  bosineas  lay  in its trae natiire }  andacvowd 
of  venomed  thoughts  barst  erery  barrier^  and 
at  the  tribunal  of  my  immortal  spirit  gave  in 
their  evidence»  in  terms  every  word  of  which 
scorched  iq>  my  vitak« 

I  had  consented  (fool  tbat  I  was !)  tobe  the 
husband  of  a  womani  Whoee  soul  I  well  knew 
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hMtxmee  been  deyoled  to  another  bet  a  degpee 
that  had  never  been  surpassed  in  the  raoorda 
of  humao  kind»  I  »o  admired  Üie  lovely  ua* 
fortunate.whose  cfaarms  had  taken  hold  oa  oie» 
that  r  Gould  endure  to  be  only  the  aeooiid  in 
her  esteem.  I  waa  like  what  ia  lelated  <rf 
Bacchus  in  the  heathen  mythology»  who^  when 
he  aaw  Ariadne^  with  her  atdtude  and  coon*- 
tenance  of  deapair  on  the  desert  shmre^  instant» 
Ijr  became  enamoured  of  her^  waa  induced  to 
folget  that  ehe  had  previously  been  devoted 
to  a  mortal  loi^er^  and  took  her  to  his  hearU 

This  waa  bad enoogh;  and  I  had  accordingly 
Buffered  many  grievoua  panga,  when  I  waa  led 
to  perceire  by  a  thouaand  indieatumsj  that  I 
had  only  her  duty^  wbi[e, 

Incapable  of  change,  her  fbndnefts  lay 
Boried  witfa  William  in  his  watery  grave» 

But  what  was  thia  to  the  atale  of  iny  fed* 
ings,  Vhen  I  knew  that  William  waa  actnally 
ftlive,  waa  in  England^  waa  in  the  vidnity  of 
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tte  fidr  cmt  he  loved^  was  ivanderiiig  aboal;  my 
giüimds^  and  watchingfor  an  aocidental  i^impfle 
«f  the  ßgn«  «f  her  for  the  po«e«ian  of  whom 
he  wonld  willingly  have  died !  Here  was  a 
tadc^  the  task  of  pMilonging  her  enviable  igno- 
Tance>  which  I  coidd  scarcely  endim  for  an 
inatanty  whidi  it  might  be  incumbent  npon  me 
to  endnre  for  months  and  years,  and  which  I 
miBt  tfaink  myself  too  happy  if  with  aU  my 
Tigilanoe  I  eoidd  maintain  in  eadatence  for 
ever.  No;  I  feit  that  this  was  a  task  that 
exoeeded  my  strength.  To  sufier  was  one 
thii^»  Tantahis  and  Tityus  and  Prometheus 
may  be  supposed  to  hare  stnmg  up  their  ener- 
gies  to  that.  But  to  be  perpetually  aUve  to 
Übe  giving  new  arms  to  the  tortnrer^  to  fling 
against  his  own  lips  the  bough  loaded  with 
cdestial  nutriment  which  he  was  never  to 
taste,  to  communicate  new  powers  and  ferocity 
to  the  Tultore  that  preyed  on  his  vitals,  this 
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exceeded  all  the  £ertUity  of  the  poeto  of  old  in 
firigning  ingenions  cnielty. 

I  firat  applied  my  powers  to  tbe  keeping 
from  Margaret  the  knowledge  of  thot  fatal 
secrety  ihe  bare  conaciooBnesfl  of  whieh  wouU 
perhapa  have  deatroyed  her. 

My  next  fear  was  that  thia  miaerable  stmi* 
ger  should  actually  in  person  preaent  faimaelf 
before  her.  To  know  that  he  ÜTe^f  and  waa 
not  Cor  from  her,  waa  miaery  enough.  Bot  it 
was  a  very  difierent  thitig,  to  aee  him^  to 
penise  thoae  well-known  lineamenta,  to  liaten 
to  the  aorcery  of  his  accents^  to  aee  miaery, 
reproach  and  deapair  written  in  hia  oounte* 
nance,  to  hear  hia  voioe  upbruding  her  fatth* 
leaaneaa,  and  awakening  her  pity.  Thia  it 
oould  never  be  auppoaed  ahe  woold  be  aUe  to 
soatain« 

It  was  mine  then  to  prea^rre  her  from  pie* 
aent  death,  death  whieh  migfat  be  imagined 
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to  be  the  remilt  of  her<knowiBg  fhaft  WiUl 
hredy  death  whidi  was  the  resnlt  most  nidurally 
to  be  ezpected^  if  sbe  aaw  bim  agam  iovested 
in  a  dotbing  of  flesb  and  bonea,  a  real  man 
plaoed  before  her  waking  aig^t.  like  Semde, 
when  Jore  stood  before  her  in  hi»  tme  and 
proper  form^  ahe  must  be  expected  to  be  Uaat- 
ti  and  deatroyed  in  an  instant. 

Bat  tbere  was  another  thooghtj  which^  I  am 
comp^lled  to  owti^  was  more  intolerable  to  me 
than  the  decease  of  my  much-prized,  much- 
dierished  consort.  I  could  conceire  myself  as 
bearing  to  aee  her  dead  at  my  feet.  It  would 
be  a  desperate  trial ;  it  would  shrivel  up^  as  it 
were,  the  surface  and  the  substance  of  my 
heart*  But  it  would  leare  me^  alter  a  time, 
^ven  as  Margaret  had  found  me  when  I  first 
beheld  her.  I  had  been  a  widower  before» 
Suppose  then  on  theoiber  hand  it  was  reserved 
for  me  to  see  her  gazing  on  the  countenance 
of  /mother  with  looks  of  speeddess  love,  fol- 
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lowing  his  departiog  ateps  with  eye»  that  fsn 
over  with  tears^  or  suppoae  it  should  be^  with 
fond  emotion  pressing  his  hand,  and  even  aur» 
rendering  hersdf  to  what  they  would  call  bis 
chaate  embrace-Hio ;  to  think  of  that  waa  ma^ 
ness.  Death  is  bot  death.  The  trueat  monnier 
does  bat  weep  and  amite  bis  bieaat  over  an  in- 
sensible corpse.  But  the  vision  I  here  apeak 
of  b  the  genuine  tonnent  of  the  damned  ;  and 
the  mo8t  envenomed  demons  in  all  the  intem- 
perance  and  drunkenness  of  their  craelty  coukt 
oontrive  nothing  beyond  it. 

No ;  I  oould  never  bear  to  know  that  afae 
loyed  another  living  man  better  than  she  loved 
me.  To  the  dead  I  could  yidd  an  ideal  pre- 
ference.  They  are  sacred ;  they  are  thin  air, 
(NT  of  a  substance  more  aubüe  tiian  air ;  they 
neither  act  upon  us^  nor  are  acted  upon  by  na. 
But  that  Maqraret  should  be  in  corporal  sab- 
stance  with  me^  while  there  was  another  man, 
equally  corporeal^  with  whom  her  mind  and 
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«oul  tabeniacied  and  lived,  leaving  me  only  tiie 
empty  casket,  that  I  shouid  be  regarded  as  the 
loathaome  obstacle  to  wbat  ehe  most  aspired 
after,  that  ehe  dwelt  with  all  sfae  bated^  and 
was  absent  fram  the  good  most  predoua  in  her 
estiination,  thia  was  a  thougfat  that  I  could  not 
Ure  with  for  a  moment^  and  yet  that  inees- 
santly  obtruded  upon  my  contemplations. 

NoWy  at  leisure^  the  agönising  leknre  to 
wfaidi  I  am  occaaionally  cxmdemned,  I  relate 
all  this  in  order  and  with  method.  But  it  was 
not  so  at  the  time  when  these  thoughta  first 
offered  themselves  to  my  distempered  spirit. 
Then  all  was  disorder  and  wildness  and  confu- 
sion.  It  was  the  counterpart  of  what  most 
men  bave  at  some  tune  experienced  in  a  State 
x)f  ddmnm«  Faces^  the  &ces  of  maniacs^ 
seemed  to  grin  upon  me  f rom  among  the  part* 
ii^  elottdsy  or  throngh  the  horrors  of  the  wood- 
land  glades«    Some  of  them  were  fiuses  that  I 
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too  well  remembered^  the  faces  of  those  who 
were  most  loathsome  to  my  thoughts^  and  in- 
tolerable  to  my  recollections ;  aod  Bome  of 
them  were  hces  more  deformed  and  monatroiis 
than  earth  ever  owned.  Altemately  tbey 
Bcowled  at  me  with  demoniac  malice,  and 
then  changed  their  fiercenesa  into  a  laugfa  ka« 
to  be  endured  than  the  wrath  of  hyenaa  and 
tigers.  If  there  had  been  method  m  this^  U 
would  have  been  lese  terrible.  But  it  was  ever 
wild  and  even  abrupt.  Theae  spirita,  if  apirits 
I  may  call  them,  came  upon  me  uncertainly 
from  the  east  and  the  west,  sometimea  aeemed 
to  Start  np  as  out  of  the  ground,  and  at  otber 
times  to  descend  and  cower  over  my  head*  At 
one  moment  they  i^peared  gUmmering  and 
scarcely  visible  j  and  anon  they  shewed  them- 
selves  with  firightful  cleamess  floating  on  the 
air,  or  just  before  me  in  my  path.  Nothing 
waa  quiet  and  stationary  with  them  for  an  in* 
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fltant;  and  it  was  this  perpetual  turmoil  and 
diflorder^  that  gave  indescribable  keenness  to 
my  sensalions. 

Bot  I  will  take  advantage  of  the  present 
ceMadon,  Mai^ret  and  William  being  already 
deadj  and  I  shut  np  in  an  unknown  and  inac- 
oeBsilde  comer  among  the  dwellings  of  men,  to 
analyse  somewhat  more  fuUy  what  I  feit,  and 
to  endeavour  to  make  it  intelligible  to  the 
reader. 

I  bare  been  twice  married«  The  first  con- 
tract  I  formed  of  this  kind,  was  Burely  the 
most  felicitons  that  ever  feil  to  the  lot  of  mor« 
tal  man.  The  nnion  between  me  and  my 
Emilia  wad  perfect.  It  occurred  in  the  dawn 
of  my  matarity,  when  I  was  yet  a  stranger 
to  misfortune,  was  almost  unacquaint^  with 
pain.  It  was  formed  in  the  fall  vigour  of  my 
healA  and  strength  5  and  the  arch  under  which 
I  entered  to  this  trinmphant  joy,  may  be  said 
to  have  been  covered  with  flowers  of  vivid  hue 
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and  of  exquisite  odour  in  the  utmost  eznber- 
ance.  The  hearU  of  Emilia  and  mysdf  vere 
set  to  the  same  key,  toned  to  each  oiher.  We 
anticipated  each  other*8  desires  ahnost  be&>re 
they  were  fonned.  We  had  no  conoealmenta 
and  no  resenres»  Either  party  carried  a  win» 
dow  directly  over  the  rq^on  of  the  heart,  so  as 
to  make  our  thoughts  transparent;  and  this 
entire  knowledge^  the  one  of  the  other^  was 
the  consummation  of  our  joy.  Surdy  thiB  was 
happiness. 

Between  Margaret  and  me  the  case  was  ex* 
ceedingly  different.  I  was  far  from  possessing 
her  whole  heart,  as  I  had  possessed  the  heart 
of  Emilia.  I  could  therefore  scarcely  be  said 
to  have  loved  her  so  much.  But  I  loved  her; 
and  that  with  an  overwhdming  and  devouring 
Sensation.  With  Emilia  I  reposed  in  füll  se- 
curity.  I  loved  her,  and  was  satisfied.  I  was 
convinced  that  she  was  truly  mine ;  and  every 
day  I  congratulated  myself  on  my  lot.    Bot 
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with  Margaret  I  knew  that  ehe  was  not  mine ; 
and^  though  ahe  conducted  henielf  tovards  me 
eferjr  hoar  in  a  xnanner  the  most  exemplary^  I 
was  fiiUy  aware  that  we  were  not  like 

•  . . . .  the  streams  of  meeting  riven, 
Whose  blended  waten,  are  no  more  distingoished, 
Bat  roll  intu  the  sea  one  common  flood. 

With  £niilia  my  sense  was  of  fall  security ; 
bat  with  Margaret  I  was  erer  restless,  discon- 
tented,  craving.    Tet  for  this  reason  I  might 
be  Said  in  a  very  obtrious  sense  to  have  loved 
her  a  thousand  timcs  the  more.    I  was  like  a 
sportsman  in  the  midst  of  the  darkest  waters, 
the  object  of  whose  parsoit  is  the  eeh    He  is 
e?er  apprehensive  that  the  creatare  will  slide 
from  his  grasp,  and  for  that  reason  holds  it 
with  a  more  emphatic  pressure.  ~  With  Emilia 
I  had  arrired  at  unraingkd  confidence,  that 
^'  pexfect  love  which  casteth  out  .fear."    Bot 
with  Margaret  I  never  feit  secure;  I  asked 
myself  from  hour  to  hour,  what  is  it  that  now 

TOL.  II.  6 
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occupies  her  .thoughts  ?  By  a  Strange  per- 
verseaesa  I  valned  her  tbe  more.  because  I  was 
never  the  fceehoider  of  her  heart,  never  had  tbe 
executed  lease  of  her  affections.  It  is  thus, 
that  the  man  only  who  has  just  recovered  firom 
a  dangcroua  fit  of  sickness^  and  apprehends  a 
relqpse,  is  fuUy  alive  to  the  joys  of  heidth.  It 
is  thus  that  tbe  man  against  whom  a  suit  haa 
been  institoted  f or  all  he  is  wortb  in  the  world, 
or  who  has  received  intelligence  that  tbe  hause 
18  on  fire  in  whichhe  has  laid  ap  the  acquisi- 
tions  of  a  whole  life  of  indastry,  nnderstands 
the  value  of  riches.  Every  time  I  loolnd  al 
Margaret^  I  said^  Will  she  be  mineto^motiow 
in  the  same  dfigree  in  which  I  may  now  boast 
of  the  blessednesaof  our  union }  The  alabaster 
fadmess  of  h£r  oomplejdon^  the  mild  reaigna- 
tion  pf  her  eye»  the  sweet  conrtesies  and  win- 
ning  blandness  of  her  voice^  weie  nerer  lest 
upon  me,  never  passed  by  me  unheeded,  for 
tbis  very  tieason.  I  was  like  the  miser  in  Esop^ 
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who  went  twenty  times  ia  day^  and  diig  up  and 
coonted  the  goM,  wfaich  lay  hid  in  an  obacure 
comer  of  the  adjoining  .fidd^  fearing  that  bis 
motiona  might  be  marked  by  the  eye  of  every 
pasaing  traveU^^  and  bis  prize  might  escape 
him« 

Wben  my  passion  for  Emilia  took  ita  rise, 

I  waa  in  the  fiill  vigour  of  health;  and,  when  I 

fonned  my  acquaintance  with  Margaret,  I  was 

jnat  reoovered  from  a  very  dangerous  illness, 

and  was  m  the  middle  point  aa  it  were  between 

life  and  death.    This  cooperated  with  many 

otber  ciscumatanoea,  to  give  to  my  passion  for 

her  a  diaeaaed  tone  sind  a  sickly  hue.    During 

the  whole  period  of  onr-  married  life  my  mind 

was  never  robust  and  ateady  of  neire,  but 

flutteriog  and  tremblingly  alive  to  every  trivial 

occurrence.    Löve  has  sometimea  been  said  to 

nde  with  more  absolute  sway  in  the  female  than 

in  the  male  branch  of  the  hmnhn  species ;  and 

in  my  adherence^  to  Margaret  I  was  a  very 

62 
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woman.  I  could  not  bear  that  ahe  sboiüd  be 
out  of  my  sight.  I  was  like  a  child^  with  a 
new  and  &vourite  toy,  who,  if  it  is  withdrawn 
from  him  for  a  moinent^  vents  bis  displeasure 
in  piteous  iBobs  and  pieicing  cries^  refuses  to 
be  comforted,  and  connts  every  thing  eise  as 
wortUess  iütbe  comparison.  I  cherisbed  her 
as  a  thing  of  inestimable  value;  I  tendered  her 
as  the  apple  of  my  eye. 

Such  being  my  general  feepngs  as  they  re«- 
spected  her^  it  may  easily  be  conoeived  in  what 
a  State  of  fearful  commotion  they  were  at  the 
present  crisis»  During  the  whole  season  of  our 
married  life  I  had  never  feit  myself  calm,  un- 
molested  and  assured ;  but  my  condition  now 
may  best  be  oompared  to  the  nneasy  motion  of 
the  waves  of  the  sea  that  foreruns  a  ooming 
stonn«  It  was  broad  daylight  in  the  heavens ; 
but  all  was  night  within  me.  The  doads  of  the 
mind  appeared  to  thicken  on  every  aide,  as  if 
some  demon  had  been  compounding  the  in- 
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gredients  of  immeasurable  evil.  I  was  füll  of 
horror  and  despair«  I  was  impatient  for  some 
dumge  in  my  feelings.  It  seemed  as  if  the 
arrival  of  every  thing  most  tremendous  and 
infernal  was  to  be  preferred  to  the  State  of 
^^prehension  in  wUch  I  was  immured  and 
coold  not  escape. — Such  was  the  history  of  my 
joumey,  and  most  especially  of  my  return^  on 
this  decisiye  day. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


William  on  bis  pari,  as  I  toiind  afterwards^ 
had  visited  the  cottage  on  the  moming  of  the 
day  alter  that  on  which  I  commenced  my  jour- 
ney^  and  had  received  my  billet.  From  thence' 
he  sei  out  on  his  accustomed  rounds,  and  had 
ascended  the  brow  that  overlooked  my  grounds. 
He  saw  the  entire  extent  of  the  garden^  but 
could  no  where  discover  the  person  whom  his 
eyea  so  earnestly  sought«  He  went  and  came 
again;  he  hovered  about  the  spot;  and  it 
seemed  as  if  he  could  not  tear  himself  away 
tili  he  had  obtained  the  gratification  on  which 
his  mind  was  beut« 

Margaret  in  the  mean  while  had  sustüned  a 
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terrible  shock  £rom  all  that  had  paased  between 
her  and  tlie  unweloame  person  who  had  obtraded 
a  vint  upon  her.  She  had  forced  the  attention 
of  my  vn£e  to  the  contemplation  of  tempeats 
and  ahipwredf a^  a  aubject  from  which  any  one 
of  common  himianity^  recoUecting  the  triala 
that  Mafgaret  had  auffered^  woidd  have  care- 
fiilly  abatained.  8he  had  started  a  sort  of 
enqniry  whether,  after  all»  the  factof  WiUiam's 
death  had  been  establiahed  beyönd  the  posaibi- 
lity  of  ita  being  otherwiae.  So  mach  waa  cer- 
tiun:  ao  much  Margaret  clearly  recoUected  of 
what  paased;  What  followed  after  thia^  waa  to 
her  apprdienaidn  involved  ni  obscurity.  The 
whole  of  what  had  preoeded  had  ao  nnaettled 
the  miad  of  Mai^garet,  tfarowing  all  he^  facultiea 
into  a  atate  of  confuaion  and  uproar^  her.  eyea 
were  in  auch  a  diaturbed  atate  bf  viaion^  her 
eara  ao  tingled,  her  perceptibna  were  ao  indi- 
atinct  and  tumidtuotta,  that  ahe  could  not  form 
any  dear  notion  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
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Visit  ooncluded.  She  had  a  dim  KOoUecti<m 
as  if  the  stranger  had  said  aomething  about 
having  seen  her  ever-mourned^  ever-deplored 
lover  on  the  day  before.  But  no ;  lilia  oou}d 
not  be.  What  motive  coold  ehe  havefor  saying 
it  ?  What  poaaibifity  was  there  that  it  andd 
really  be  ?  It  ia  trae  that  Mai^gaiet  üad  not 
aeen  William  an  inanimate  oorpse^  and  had 
never  received  an  exact  and  specific  accomit 
what  became  of  his  remains.  But  ahe  had  seen 
the  ship  sink  that  bore  him;  she  had  seen  and 
read  the  countenances  of  all  who  escaped ;  'ehe 
had  heord  the  particulars  of  the  way  in  xrhidi 
he  perished.  Years  had  passed  since  that  fatal 
day.  If  he  had  been  any  where  among  the 
living,  he  would  long  ago  have  {band  his  way 
to  her.  Love  conqners  all  difficoltiea^  sur- 
mounts  all  obstacies^  and  eflecta  what  tö  any 
other  power  would  be  impossible.  Oh,  surely, 
füll  surely,  he  was  deadl  Why  shonld  she 
tonnent  herseif  with  vain  and  maniac  fictions  ? 
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The  law8  of  natore  nerer  had  been^  and  jievcr 
Gonld  be  thiia  nipeneded* 

Still  the  oondadiiig  woids  of  her  mitor  mng 
inherean.  She  knew that  nothing oould be  so 
unoertaiiiy  as  waa  tben  the  State  of  her  peroep- 
tiona.  Her  diaturbed  mind  waa  ia  a  condHkm 
to  pieaent  to  her  the  thinga  tbat  wcre  noC,  and 
to  shape  aomidaand  a  aenae  fiv  aa  the  length 
aftheearth'adjameterfrcnnthereality.  Ima- 
ginatiim  caimoi  figiue  to  itaelf  a  frame  of  mind 
more.  diatractingand  intoleraUe  than  that  of 
Maigaret* 

It  migfat  haye  been  ezpected  that  all  this 
vncertainty  and  perturbation,  thia  homnr  of 
aoul  and  dread  of  ahe  knew  not  what,  wonld 
haye  reduoed  her  to  a  bed  of  sickneaa.  Bat 
it  waa  not  ao.  In  the  .pieaent  inatance  ahe 
«oatained  beiaelf  marvelloaaly.  It  waa  aa  if 
lome  nnaeen  power  8iq»ported  her^  ihai  ahe 
mi^t  meet  the  laat  calamifty»  and  drink  the 
cup  of  her  miaery  to  the  dr^.    Atfirstindeed 

q5 


130  DSLOKAINB/  CH. 

8he  had  not  been  able  to  leave  her  ooncli;  «tid 
it  was  onljr  from  tha  kind  importunity  of  a 
faithful  female  who  attended  her,  that  ahe  was 
prevailed  on  to  take  the  smallest  portion  of 
nourishment.  On  the  second  day  she  walked 
across  the  ro<»i.  On  the  third  she  weat  oat 
into  the  garden.  On  the  foarth,  wfaich  was 
the  day  of  my  retum,  she  went  beycmd  the 
gardeny  leaning  on  her  maid,  mto  the  gxoimds 
adjacent.  She  had  proceeded  a  very  little  way, 
when  William  in  präson  stood  before  her« 

Thtts  to  have  met  her  was  a  thing  the  furdiest 
in  the  world  firom  his  intention.  Whether  he 
would  ever  by  the  dint  of  desperation  and 
«trong  excitement  have  been  driven  to  auch  an 
extreinity  as  tbat  of  desirtng  an  interview^  can 
never  now  be  known.  He  had  wandered  this 
day  for  hoors  in  the  vicinity,  seddng  for  no- 
thing  bat  the  gratification  that  he  had  of  late 
enjoyed  more  than  once,  of  seeing  Maxgaiet, 
himself  unseen^and  satisfying  hia  eyea  ficom  a 
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distance,  withobserving  her  figore,  her  motions, 

all  th'at  frotif  the  remote  Situation  from  whtch 

he  had  thän  viewed  her,  could  make  up  her 

identitf  •    It  happenM  however  !n  the  präsent 

inJBtanoe  Hiat,  hftving  in  a  manner  giyen  up  his 

purpofle  in  despäir,  and  tuming  this  way  and 

that  nnconsciouslyj  he  had  unawares  apprcfUched 

ihe  garden-wall.  When  he  observed'tbat  he  had 

don^  80,  he  did  not  'conceive  any  alarm.    Each 

time  that  h6  had  seen  Margaret,  shehad  been 

wifhin  the  inclosure;  and,  as  'she  had  appeared 

to  himin  a  State  of  niuch  indispoaition  and 

weakness,  it  had  not  occnrred  to  him  to  appre- 

hend  tiie  possibiKty  of  her  proceediiig  beyond. 

It  16  ndt  Itey  to  imagineany  tbing  more 

astounding  thanr  the  encounter  üf  these  two. 

It  tras  however  most  incredible  and  terriflc  to 

Margaret.    On  bis  pari!  William  had  riothing 

to  leam.    He  loiew  of  the  marriage  of  bis  be- 

lotred,  that  she  coidd  no  longer  be  any  tbing 

to  bim.    He  had  seen  her  agtdn  and  agaiii 
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within  a  short  time^ — ^though  at  a  oonsiderabk 
difttanoe,  yet  near  enougli  to  enable  him  to 
sWear  to  her  form  and  figure  against  the  world. 
Wheo  he  foiind  himself  close  on  the  outside  of 
the  garden-wall,  he  knew  tiiat  it  was  by  no 
means'  impossible  that  she  was  Walking  on  the 
insido)  and  that  they  might  be  very  near  to 
each  other/  though  he  believed,  that  if  it  were 
60,  their  meeting  was  not  in  the  slightest  degree 
to  be  apprehended,  and  that  they  would  neither 
of  them  eyer  know  the  near  point  in  which  they 
had  stood  to  each  other.  He  had  a  melancholy 
satisfaction  in  this  thoughU  He  feit  as  if  to 
seek  for  an  interview -might  be  a  crime.  He 
suspected  that  he  ought  presently  to  withdraw 
to  some  distant  land,  and  to  take  all  the  care 
in  bis  power  that  Margaret  should  never  know 
that  he  snrvived.  But  he  believed  that  «the  in- 
dulgence  which  had  been  thns  acddentally 
thrown  in  bis  way^  was-  at  least  innooent. 
Maigaret  might  be  at  only  three  yards  distance 
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from  bim*  If  walls  had  crevioes,  aa  au  incloaure 
of  planks  uaually  haa^  he  might  have  aeen  her. 
If  he  had  elevated  hia  voice^  and  ahouted  aloud, 
he  might  have  been  heard^  perhapa  eren  recog'- 
niaed  by  her«  There  may,  for  aught  we  know^ 
be  a  alighty  undeacribed  atmoaphere  which  dif» 
foaea  itaelf  round  every  living  being^  by  meana 
of  which  we  naay  act  and  react  upon  each  other 
without  contacty  like  the  apherea  of  attraction 
and  repulaion  m  natural  philoaophy*  We  may 
term  thia  animal  aympathy*  It  might  happen 
thua^  that  Margaret  ahould  feel  the  near  ap^ 
proach  of  William  with  a  kind  of  obacure 
aeuaation,  a  pretematural  ahudder^  without 
bdng  able  to  aaaign  to  heraelf  any  cauae  of 
wbat  abe  feit.  Thua  might  theae  lorera  have 
approacbed  each  other^  thua  might  they  in  a 
certain  aenae  have  toudied;  and  thia  might 
have  aervedy  in  default  of  eyery  thing  elae^  for 
an  everhurting  &rewel.-«*All  theae  ideaa,  in 
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rapid  and  inooherent  march,  passed  throngh 
the  mind  of  WUIiatn. 

Bot  how  different  was  the  «itnation  of  Mar* 
garet  I  She  had  for  years  been  ednvinced  that 
her  lover  had  paased  frofn.  the  Boene  of  tnortal 
existenee.  She  faad  acted  upon  thia  coüTiction 
in  the  most  important  allkir  of  private  life. 
Verjr  reoendy  the  idea  and  reminiflcence  of 
William,  whidi  had  however  «carcely  ever  for 
an  hour  been  dormant  within  her,  had  been 
atirred  up  in  her  brain  with  morethan  ordinary 
vtvidness  by  the  discoarBe  of  her  noweloome 
visitor*  Tliis  kind  of  awakening  ia  by  the 
BuperstitiouB  rq;arded 

Ab  harbinger  preceding  still  Üie  fittes. 
And  prologiie  to  the  omeoed  oomi|ig  on* 

But  Margaret  waa  in  a  rexj  aligfat  degiee 
saperstitikma»  In  addition  to  thia  ^sbe  had  the 
Strange  sonnds,  which  to  her  memory  had 
scaredy  the  character  of  articulations,  that 
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had  nmg  in  her  ears  when  she  'fi&ted,  and 
just  before  her  vieitor  had  whhdrawn.  She 
did  not  dare  give  them  credence.  She  belieyed 
tfaat  their  meaning  waa  entirely  a  fdrgery  of 
her  own  distorbed  and  üpbraiding  conscience. 
If  they  were  not,  what  was  she  ?  She  now 
hegan  for  the  first  tune  to  suspect  she  had 
done  wrong  m  acceptkig  my  prqposal  öf  mar- 
riage.  Till  now,  partiöiilarly  inataiuch  as 
that  acceptance  had  been  in  Opposition  to  the 
promptings  of  her  heart,  and  in  obediettce  to 
the  concinsions  of  her  reason,  she  had  taken 
for  gninted  that  it  was  Uudable/  heroic  and 
right. 

Margaret  and  William  stood,  suddenly  and 
nnexpectedly^  in  the  presence  of  eäch  other. 
William  was  surprised  and  confäunded«  What 
then  wa»  Margaret  ?  She  was  almost  tumed 
into  stone.  Sbe  stood  agfaast,  her  eyes  fixed, 
her  Hmbs  trembling,  onable  to  advance  or 
refcreat.    She  at  length  recovered  her  power  of 
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speech;  and^  with  deep,  invard  aocents,  like 
a  voice  from  the  tomb»  she  aaid : 

What  art  thou  ?  Oh^  do  not  mock  me  with 
the  vain  semblanoe  of  one  departed!  Spare 
my  weakness  1  Have  mercy  on  my  fiumlties  ! 
Yes,  1  have  seen  thee  even  thu5^  timea  without 
number,  in  my  dreams«    But  now  l  but  here  ! — 

Dear  Margaret  I  he  replied^  in  a  tone  at 
undescribable  pity  and  commiseration. 

Oh,  that  voice ! She  said  no  mote ;  bot 

feil  to  the  grouiid  like  one  bereit  of  life  and 
motion. 

William  was  Struck  with  the  deepest  alaim. 
He  threw  himself  on  the  earth  beside  her. 
There  was  a  small  elevation  of  turf,  no  hi^^ier 
than  a  child's  grave,  at  band :  he  raised  her, 
and  gently  brought  her  towards  it. 

After  a  time  she  opened  her  eyes,  and  look* 
ed  up,  like  one  that  was  robbed  of  recoUection, 
just  recovered  from  a  deep  sleq»*  P^retenüy 
however  she  tumed  towards  Ihe  fatal  visu>n 


X.  DELORAINE.  137 

that  had  depived  her  of  senscj  and  fcinted 
again«  Thia  wwotm  was  more  dnrable  and 
alatming  than  the  fiirmer*  It  wpA  with  great 
diflOcolty^  and  ynük  die  lapse  of  nearly  an  hour^ 
that  a  fidnt  ooloiir  retiffned  into  her  cheeka, 
and  she  was  abk  to  moTe  and  speak. 

Bjr  a  Strange  faioonsistency,  to  which  ■  the 
constilvtfoii  of  hmnan  nature  is  liaUe,  when 
Maigaret  reoovered  a  second  time,  she  seemed 
to  have  forgotten  all  that  had  jiassed  in  the 
hst  prece^ng  period  of  her  existence.  '  She 
was  IHie  the  persons  whose  story  has  been 
written^  that  have  slept  without  intermiesion 
for  sev^ral  days,  and  have  been  snpposed  to  be 
dead.  In  thb  resuscitation  the  memory  of 
yean  has  appeared  to  pass  away,  and  they 
have  come  back  at  once  iso  the  flionghts  of  a 
remote  period  of  lijfe.  Margaret  forgot  that 
ahe  had  a  husband^  and  tiimed  her  eyes  with 
unspeakable  sweetness  and  delight  upon  the 
ftiend  of  h«r  youth.    She  stretched  out  her 
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The 
obünoB  d  tiie  etcnto  of  her 
prodntol  hy  synpithy  a  riiiiM>r 


<  I  )      ^      I  m  _  I 


lo  his  fijnner  ariL  Hefck  Mif  theie  was  no 
IT  thixi^  Id  acpante  thcBu  and  tfaat 
aad  anaDoyed  ItmiHaffu  had  deBCgudiid 
em  tken.  This  sort  of  tianspoiting  ddoakm 
OHUmiKd  for  wataj  wmites. 

At  die  icrr  moBaeat  that  the  lovcra  were 
tikaa  gagigtd^  I  appraached.  '  I  ha?e  described 
BIT  jiMffnqr  hoBMi»  the  decp,  Ae  eomplicafted, 
the  ajBODisia^  lefcctkww  that  occupied  my 
aund^  &e  ^Mcics  ef  inaaBity,  the  wiUbesa  and 
whkh  rediKed  me  to  8o  pitiable  a 
^  Ncver  vaa  jwwey  like  that  jcmmef. 
Biackaeaa  and  deinair.  hatied«  immortal  hate. 
poüifBird  aM.  I  hafted  aiy  mal ;  I  hated  uy 
wife  and  her  parcnta:  bat,  moat  of  all,  a 
kalhu«  cf  BBiyadf  and  of  all  that  canathiited 
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my  individuality^  pervaded  the  Chambers  of 
my  Boul.  I  knew  nothing  of  the  socoeftnTe 
featoies  of  the  coantry  through  whieh  I  passed. 
It  vrps  all  of  one  sombre^  deiidly  hue.  It  waa 
a  blank  and  dreary  acene^  that  aeemed  üa  if  it 
would  last  for  ever. 

I  had  Mtherto  obaerved  nodihig  of  eacternal 
bbjecta  $  and  yet  now,  by  an  incredible  fatality^ 
when  I  oiight  to  have  been  moat  blind,  I  eaw. 
I  had  been  for  some  tittie  swallowed  up  in  my 
own  reflectlona,  and  had  remained  motionless. 
Snddenly  I  became  like  one,  whom  a  deep 
torpor  ot  the  facoltieti,  having  run  its  destlned 
eonrae,  haa  deaerted.  And  yet  it  was  not  80> 
fi>r  I  forgot  nothing.  Mechanically  however  I 
aasumed  a  difierent  attitude.  I  looked  ttom 
my  Window,  and  aaw  that  I  was  approaching 
my  home — ^Alas,  I  said,  no  hotne  to  me,  for  it 
Matorea  me  to  all  that  it  wonld  be  heaven  to 
me  to  eaeape  I    I  diacemed  the  waD  that  form- 
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ed  the  boundary  of  my  garden.    It  was  at  a 
distanoe  of  not  more  tban  half  a  mile. 

My  attention  was  arrested.  I  saw  two 
human  figures^  a  male  and  a  female.  They  sat 
ön  the  turf ;  and  it  was  jdain — ^their  attitodes, 
the  disposition  of  every  part  of  the  body, 
shewed^-^that  affection,  a  mutual^  enttre  melt- 
ing  of  souls,  occupied  them.  The  external 
iadications  were  indeed  such^  as  prohably  to  a 
common  eye  would  bave  expressed  no  such 
thing.  But^  in  the  previously  shaipened  State 
of  my  Caculties,  every  hair  almost  told  a  several 
tale.  With  the  same  intuitive  deamess  I  knew 
in  a  moment  who  were  the  parties.  I  had 
never  seen  William  before.  But  I  fdt  as  cer- 
tain^  as  I  should  have  done  if  I  had  lived  witli 
him  from  the  hour  of  his  birth.  It  was  an 
imerring  recognition.  My  carriage  drove  on. 
I  approached  nearer.  There  was  every  thing 
to  confirm^  nothing  to  contradict,  my  first 
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impression.  The  parties  were  so  entirdy  oc- 
capied  with  each  other^  that  outward  objecto 
were  undLscemed  by  them.  I  stopped  my  car- 
riage,  and  leaped  out.  I  flew  to  tbe  spot.  I 
hadj  I  scarcely  knew  why^  loaded  pistols  on 
my  Person.  The  whole  passed  with  the  rapi« 
dity  of  lightniog.  William  had  barely  time  to 
rise  from  hia  posture,  and  make  two  steps 
towards  me,  when  I  lodged  a  buUet  in  bis 
heart.  He  feil  instantht,  and  neither  moved 
Bor  atirred  any  more. 

The  deed  I  thus  perpetrated  was  of  terrific 
▼iolence«  I  asaumed  in  my  own  person  the 
lobe  and  the  function  of  public  justice,  I 
interposcd  not  a  moment  for  deliberation  and 
tbe  sifting  of  evidence.  Bitterly^  and  impelled 
by  a  thousand  reasons,  have  I  since  repented 
wbat  I  did.  Bnt  at  the  time  I  had  no  doubts. 
The  highest  and  purest  of  all  laws^  as  I  be- 
liered^  was  with  me.  I  saw  my  wife  and  her 
paramour  together«    I  saw,  as  distinctly  as 
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man  eyer  6aw  the  celestial  orbs,  oorrespon- 
dence^  a  mutual  underatanding  aod  passion, 
depicted  in  their  gestnres,  I  belirred^  thongh 
I  knew  not  how  it  had  been  contrived>  that 
they  had  taken  advantage  of  mjr  abaence  to 
bring  about  tbis  encounter.  Was  thia  to  be 
forgiven  ?  Did  it  not  call  for  exemplary 
puqUhmient  ?  Should  I  not  stamp  myself  the 
tarnest  of  cowards»  if  I  did  not  take  instant 
vengeance  ? 

Margaret  witnessed  my  act  with  inexpressi- 
ble  horror.  It  had  the  effeet  for  the  moment 
of  driving  away  from  her  all  preceding  weak- 
ness^  and  substituting  in  its  stead  ah  enogy 
that  seemed  to  eacceed  human  eneigy.  Vo» 
lumes  were  comprised  in  that  instant.  Bvt 
a  brief  moment  be£ore,  she  had  foqpotten  me^ 
her  husband ;  she  had  received  WiDiam  aa  if 
to  see  bim  again  alive  was  delight^  pnre  and 
without  aUoy.  The  events  of  the  last  prece« 
ding  years  were  nnrecoUected«      Now  tli^ 
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crowded  bAckagam  on  her  muid  like  a  torre&t. 
She  did  not  merely  xecoUect  her  bosband ;  he 
stood  befere  her.  That  objecto  the  aight  of 
wbich  a  moment  ago  bad.fiUed  her  with  more 
than  mortal  ecstacy,  she  saw  cut  down  before 
her  eyes^  and  stretched  lifeless  at  her  feet.  It 
was  myself^  her  hiuband,  that  had  acted  thiB 
atrocity. 

Monster !  she  exchdmed^  Devil  I  spirit  of 
all  evil !  was  it  for  this  I  married  you  ?  de« 
livered  myself  unreseryedly  into  your  hands  ? 
Yesy  you  have  justly  rewarded  my  confidence« 
Lifey  what  art  thou?  Yirtae  and  hononr, 
empty  shadows !  My  life  haa  been  all  sab- 
miasion^  Submission  to  my  fetherj  Submission 
to  my  hoaband«  But  it  shall  be  so  no  longer. 
Out  of  my  sightj  most  odious  of  created 
thinga  !  I  cannot  bear  it.  It  is  death  to  me 
to  look  at  you,  to  think  of  you.  Oh,  William! 
WilUam  !  revive  !  take  me  to  you  I  I  know 
HO  other  friend. 
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Andy  aaying  thus^  she  feil  senseleas  on  bis 
corpae.  The  pretematural  energy  she  had  put 
forthy  totally  overcame  her.  I  beliered  she 
had  bioken  a  blood-yesad. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 


Thb  deed  I  had  acted,  and  the  objects  before 
me,  produced  a  total  revolution  of  my  nature^ 
a  revulsion  of  blood  from  all  the  subordinate 
parts  of  my  frame  to  the  heart.  It  may  seem 
Strange :  but  the  wildness  and  incoherence  of 
my  tboughts,  the  frantie  sallies  of  mind, 
which  had  overwhelmed  and  tortured  me  from 
the  instant  I  had  set  out  on  my  retum  home^ 
were  gone :  all  within  me  was  a  forced  and 
fearfiil  calmness  and  composure.  This  was 
donbtless  the  result  of  the  critical  Situation  in 
which  I  stood.  I  was  called  on  to  determine 
and  to  act.  Two  human  bodies^  dead^  or  ap- 
parently  dead,  lay  at  my  feet.    It  was  incum- 

TOL.  II«  H 
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bent  on  me  to  give  directions  concenung  them, 
and  to  consult  as  to  the  couduct  I  was  to 
pursue  for  myself.  Three  servauts  had  attend- 
ed  me  in  my  journey.  Their  distance  waa  not 
Buch^  as  to  prevent  thcm  from  distinctiy  wit- 
nessing  what  had  passed.  Conformably  to  the 
instinct  of  human  nature  on  such  occasions, 
they  hastened  to  the  spot.  Curiosity  for  ever 
prompts  US  to  watch  narrowly  what  occurs  in 
a  tragic  scene,  and  to  exercise  our  understand* 
ings  in  judging  of  the  merits  and  demente  of 
the  parties^  and  remarking  the  winding  up  of 
the  whole.  Margaret's  female  attendant  was 
also  there.  By  a  fortunate  chance  Rowland, 
my  stewardy  had  been  on  horseback  in  an  ad- 
joining  field^  and  now  made  one  of  the  group, 
They  looked  first  with  wonder  on  the  body  of 
William  whom  I  had  kflled,  and  then  turned 
their  eyes  with  silent  awe  upon  me» 

I  conceived  the  part  that  it  belonged  to  me 
to  perform.     I  directed  that  the  body  of  Um 
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dead  man  Bhonld  be  conveyed  to  the  summer- 
house  in  the  garden^  and  that  Margaret,  who 
was  peiliaps  only  in  a  swoon,  sbould  be  gently 
and  carefully  removed  to  her  bed.     Before  the 
parties  separated  to  execnte  my  ordere,  I  said : 
My  friendfl,  you  may  perhaps  thinic  that  I  am 
called  upon  to  afford  some  explanation  of  what 
you  see.      I   do  not  shrink  from  doing  so. 
Situations  like  that  in  which  I  stand,  level  all 
distinctions  of  rank.     I  have  done  only  what 
it  was  impossible  for  me  not  to  do.     I  am 
desirous  that  my  conduct  should  stand  out 
before  the  world,  and  be  judged  by  the  com- 
mon feelings  of  my  fellow-creatures.    But  this 
is  not  the  time,  nor  this  the  place,  for  me  to 
enter  into  my  defence.    What  I  have  done,  I 
haye  done;  and  I  must  ans  wer  it  to  the  laws 
of  my  comitry.    For  the  present  I  must  with- 
draw ;  but  the  affair  will  not  end  here. 

I  now  hastened  into  the  house,  and  repaired 
to  my  dressing-room.    I  took  from  my  scru- 

h2 
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toire  the  cash  I  happened  to  hare  by  me.  It 
amounted  to  some  hundred  poonds.  P^ut  of 
this  I  gave  to  Rowland,  but  retained  the  prin- 
cipal  portion  for  myself.  I  ordered  my  fa* 
vourite  saddle-horse  to  be  made  ready.  After 
having  thus  consumed  about  twenty  mioutes, 
I  prepared  to  depart. 

One  of  the  last  things  I  did  was  to  viait  the 
apaitment  of  my  wife.  I  could  discem  about 
her  no  signs  of  life.  There  was  a  copions  effii- 
sion  of  blood.  I  suspected  that  ehe  was  dead. 
It  was  howeyer  imposaible  for  me  to  observe 
farther.  Time  pressed  upon  me:  I  rnuat  be 
gone.  I  directed  Rowland,  at  the  same  mom^it 
that  I  departed^  to  dispatch  one  of  my  footmen 
for  a  neigbbouring  physician.  I  commissioned 
him  to  write  to  the  father  of  Maigaret.  I 
chai^ged  him  to  transmit  to  me  a  füll  account 
of  every  thing  that  paased^  and  to  send  bis 
letter^  with  a  amall  portmanteau  that  I  pointed 
out  to  him^  and  every  thing  that  might  be  ne- 
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oessary  for  my  immediate  acoommodation,  to 
the  post-bouse  of  the  principal  town  of  a  neigh- 
bouring  coiioty.  I  emphatically  urged  him  to 
take  care  that  I  was  not  observed  or  molested, 
nor  for  a  few  brief  hours  to  suffer  any  outcry 
to  be  made  in  the  vicinity^  but  to  conductevery 
thing  with  .composure  and  discretion. 

My  servants  of  oourse  received  my  Orders 
vith  äie  most  entire  deference.  They  feit  that 
it  did  not  belong  to  them  to  control  me.  Be- 
side  wbich^  it  is  certain  that  I  had  always  so 
condacted  myself,  as  commanded  their  deepest 
sympathy  and  respect.  They  looked  at  me 
with  awe,  not  mimingled  with  terror,  but  did 
not  utter  a  word,  exeept  to  answer  my  ques* 
tions,  and  declare  their  acquiescence  in  all  I 
prescribed.  In  the  countenances  of  Rowland 
and  the  rest  I  saw  plainly  depicted  compassion, 
and  those  good  wishes  in  my  behalf,  that  hu- 
man beings  never  fall  to  entertain  for  such 
persons^  as  they  have  seen  frequenüy,  and 


150  D£LORAIN£.  CH. 

been  accustomed  to  regard  as  wortby  to  be 
honoured. 

I  set  out  alone.  I  directed'my  ooune  to- 
wards  the  house  of  an  old  acquaintance^  a 
Bchoolfellow  and  fdlow-coUegian  of  my  early 
years. 

My  thoughts  wexe  aaddened  in  an  inconceiT- 
able  degree.  But  all  was  methodical  and  com- 
posed.  I  would  have  given  worlds  to  bave 
purchased  a  happy  interval  of  oblirion  and  in- 
sanity.  But  I  feit  as  if  I  should  nerer  sleep 
again.  The  demon  of  perspicoity,  and  clear, 
diapbanous  apprehensiou  was  at  my  elbow. 
The  genius  of  prophetic  anticipation  mounted 
my  horse  with  me^  clnng  dose  to  my  person, 
and  would«not  be  shaken  off. 

How  total  was  the  change  of  my  destiny ! 
Within  little  more  than  an  hour  I  had  become 
a  murderer^  that  is^  a  person  who  has  design- 
edly  taken  away  the  life  of  bis  fellow^  an  exile, 
a  widowed  wanderer  upon  earth,    What  were 
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to  me  all  my  landa  and  possessions^  the  cosüi- 
ness  of  my  fumiture^  and  the  magnificence  of 
my  patemal  manuon  ?  I  should  see  them  no 
more.  I  must  '^shape  my  old  course  in  a 
Gountry  new." 

I  took  a  long  and  a  lasting  üurewel  of  all 
fidse  refinements.  '^  When  the  mind  is  free,'' 
the  aenses  are  ^'  delicate."  I  had  been  idle, 
fall  of  supersubtie  distinetions,  jealous.  I  had 
had  a  wife  that  honoured  me,  that  smoothed 
my  pillow  beneath  my  head,  that  hastened  erer 
to  supply  my  wants,  and  anticipate  my  wishes. 
But,  forsooth,  she  did  not  love  me  enough ;  I 
did  not  sufficiently  reign  her  bosom's  lord« 
These  are  liuniries  of  a  mind  at  ease.  Where 
was  I  now  to  piUow  my  head  ?  What  friend 
would  be  near  to  comf ort  me  ?  No  ;  I  was  an 
outcast  of  the  world.  The  stormy  skies  would 
be  the  only  canopy  above  me  \  the  desert  wil- 
demess  woidd  be  my  retiring  Chamber  and  my 
eating-Toom. 
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When  I  look  back  on  this  period,  I  am  asto- 
uished  that  I  consented  to  live,  and  did  not 
cast  this  worthless  carcase  upon  tbe  same  pile 
with  mj  wife  and  tbe  man  I  had  murdered. 
This  is  one  of  the  strängest  phenomena  of  our 
natore.  The  more  our  existente  ceases  to  have 
any  thing  for  which  we  should  desire  it^  any 
thing  pkasing  in  retrospect^  or  hopefol  for  the 
future^  we  often  seem  to  cling  to  it  the  more 
tenaciottsly.  As  if  we  said^  I  have  nothing 
eise;  but  this  I  swear  I  will  never  resign. 
Stripped  of  every  thing,  loaded  with  grief  and 
remorse,  hunted,  as  I  might  expect  to  be,  by 
niy  fellow-men,  and  eveiy  moment  antidpating 
an  jgnominious  and  accursed  death,  I  despe- 
rately  resolved  that,  though  erery  misery 
should  be  mine,  and  the  world  oonfedermte 
against  me,  I  would  not  yidd,  but  keep  up  the 
combat  to  the  last. 

My  joumey  was  melancholy :  but  my  mind 
was  no  longer  at  sea^  driven  before  the  winds. 
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The  c&lamity  I  had  perpetnited  was  too  gi« 
gantic  and  wide  of  eztent,  not  U>  make  me 
sober.  I  wovdd  have  lepented;  bat  fivr  me^ 
like  the  man  we  are  toM  ol,  wbo  clunbed  cnrer 
the  ruls  at  the  top  of  the  Monument  of  Lon* 
don,  and  clung  to  them  for  a  while  on  the  out* 
side^  there  was  no  room  for  repentance«  The 
die  was  cast^  for  as  long  as  I  existed  ha'e^  or 
in  the  dark^  un&thomable  fntore.  Nor  could 
I  perceive  how  I  could  haye  acted^  otherwise 
than  I  had  acted.  My  fate  drore  me  on.  I  had 
Seen  that  which  it  was  impossible  to  see^  and 
remain  inactive.  I  thought  tenderly  of  Mar- 
garet; for  I  was  thoroughly  acquwited  with 
all  her  exemplary  virtues^  and  was  satisfied 
that  never  hiunan  creature  had  been  so  deeply 
unfortunate.  Still  she  was  not^  and  could  no 
longer  continue  to  be^  my  wife^  my  companion, 
the  firiend  of  my  bosom. 

From  these  useless  retrospects  I  tumed  to 
the  contemplation  of  the  future«    I  knew  not 

h6 
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f rom  what  quarter  it  woold  come ;  but  I  did 
not  doubt  that^  as  it  happens  to  all  men  cir- 
cumstanoed  as  I  was,  I  should  be  perseveringly 
sought  for,  and  every  effort  would  be  made  to 
render  me  responsible  to  the  laws  of  my  coun- 
try.  In  the  manner  of  the  death  of  WiUiani 
there  was  nothiog  ambigvous.  It  was  dear 
how  he  came  by  his  fate ;  and  there  was  wit- 
ness  in  abundance  to  bring  it  home  to  me.  In 
my  own  eyes  I  stoqd  justifi^d  for  the  act  of 
destroying  him.  But  J  knew  enough  of  the 
laws  of  my  country,  to  know  tbat  that  which 
in  my  mind  was  a  vindication,  wonid  not  be  so 
received  in  an  EngUsh  court  of  justice  as  to 
obtain  my  acquittal  of  the  crimye  of  nsurder. 
The  death  of  Margaret,  for  I  belieTed  she  was 
dead>  would  not  fail,  though  my  haada  wcre 
clear  of  the  Charge  of  perpetrating  it,  to  ope- 
rate  so  as  grievously  to  ezasperate  a  judge  and 
Jury  against  me.  The  two  eFcnts  were  parts 
of  one  act,  and  were  accompUshed  in  the  same 
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hour.  I  should  certainly  be  r^arded  as  a 
monster  of  iniquity^  hardened  in  crime.  It 
was  therefore  incombent  on  me  eo  Xo  ^ieppse 
of  myself^  as  to  prevent  my  falling  mto  the 
hands  of  the  myrmidons  of  the  law. 

The  thottghts  that  occupied  my  mind^  did 
not  ceaae  to  fill  up  my  time  for  the  hours  I 
was  on  horseback.  I  turned  up  the  avenue 
which  led  to  my  fnend's  house.  I  then  b^an 
to  consider,  what  I  was  to  talk  of  during  my 
Visit,  and  what  I  was  to  assign  as  the  occasion 
of  my  Coming. 

The  master  of  the  house  was  at  home^  and 
came  out  to  receive  me.  His  manner  was  fiiU 
of  oordiality.  I  spoke  slightly  and  uncertainly 
as  to  the  cause  of  my  yisit,  but  mentioned  the 
town  to  whidi  I  had  resorted  on  business,  and 
which  I  had  quitted  that  yery  moming,  and 
expressed  myself  so  as  to  make  my  host  un- 
derstand  that^  by  a  drcuit^  I  had  contrived  to 
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come  from  thence  to  his  residenoe,  before  I  re- 
turned  home. 

It  was  necessary  I  should  remain  for  many 
hours  at  my  friend's  hoiise^  that  I  might  give 
time  for  the  communicatioii  I  eacpected  firom 
my  Steward.  My  Situation  here  was  painful 
beyond  what  it  is  possible  to  imagine.  I  had 
but  one  conception,  one  train  ot  thougbts  for 
ever  present  to  my  mind,  and  of  this  I  must  not 
utter  a  syllable.  My  meditations  were  fixed ; 
I  could  even  feel  the  muscles  of  my  tac^  col- 
lapsing  continually  into  an  expression  of  de- 
spair ;  and  I  was  compelled  to  counterfeit  the 
gestures  of  a  mind  at  ease,  and  urge  mysdf 
forward  to  talk  of  the  thousand  nothings, 
.which  make  up  the  snbstance  of  ordhiary  con- 
versation,  particularly  at  the  board  of  a  country 
squire«  From  time  to  time  I  smiled ;  but  it 
was  a  moumful  and  a  wintry  smile :  I  laughed; 
but  it  was  the  hollow  and  frightful  laugh  of  a 
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mnrderer«  Towards  the  condusion  of  the  even- 
ing  my  efforU  were  wholly  exhausted.  This 
my  host  seemed  williog  to  attribute  to  &tigue« 
Nerer  were  hours  more  intolerably  tedious.  It 
seemed  as  if  the  motion  that  gives  life  to  uni* 
Versal  natare^  were  stille  and  that  the  day  would 
never  have  an  end.  At  length  I  retired  to  my 
Chamber. 

I  was  however  new  in  murder.  When  I  was 
left  alone  dnring  the  hours  of  night^  with  no 
extemal  incidents  pbiying  on  my  organs  of 
sense^  that  was  worst.  I  put  out  my  candle^ 
and  threw  myself  on  the  bed.  I  had  been 
greatly  exhauated  by  the  occurrences  of  the 
day ;  and  I  presently  feil  into  a  sort  of  slum- 
her.  This  was  merely  a  licence^  delivering  my 
mind  from  the  laws  which  govem  that  of  a 
man  awake^  and  introducing  every  thing  that 
was  most  frightfol  and  odious.  I  passed  in 
imi^ation  through  all  the  scenes  of  the  pre- 
day.    I  saw  Margaret  and  William^  my 
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victiins.  I  bathed  my  hands^  and  besmeared 
my  arms  in  bis  blood.  He  seemed  to  expire 
in  agonies.  The  moment  after,  be  appeared  to 
revive^  and  mock  tbe  impotence  of  my  revenge. 
He  and  Margaret  joined  to  inault,  to  gibe  at, 
and  torment  me.  These  acenes  were  acted  over 
and  over  again^  I  know  not  bow  oft.  Then 
succeeded  visions  of  chains,  of  dungeons  and 
trial.  By  some  stränge  combination  of  incön- 
sistency,  Margaret  and  William  appeared  to  be 
the  principal  among  tbe  witnesses  againat  me, 
urging  my  fate,  and  invoking  an  ample  retri- 
bution. 

What  an  end  was  that  of  my  sainted  victim! 
Througb  life  sbe  bad  been  a  sacrifice.  Blame- 
less  in  erery  relation  in  wbicb  sbe  was  sucoes- 
sively  placed.  Deserving  every  thing,  yet  ob- 
taining  nothing.  Exemplary  in  all  her  dutiea, 
yet  successful  in  oone  of  her  efforts.  If  there 
was  ever  creatore  that  merited  consideration 
and  forbearance  from  all,  and  that  ^^  even  thc 
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Winds  of  heaven  should  not  visit  her  face  too 
^XLgbly,"  it  was  she.  Tet  all  the  inclemency 
of the  Clements  beat  upon  her;  all  the  tyranny 
of  man  seemed  to  select  her  as  the  object  upon 
which  it  was  to  he  remorselessly  exercised. 
Upon  her  tomb  it  might  worthily  be  inscribed^ 
'^Here  at  last  reposes  the  most  unoffending, 
the  most  meritorious,  and  the  most  cnielly 
irated  ot  her  sex,  entitled  to  the  tenderest 
ttttge,  exposed  on  the  most  trying  and  mo- 
mentouB  occaaioBS  to  the  harshest  and  most 
brutsl,'* 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


MoRNiNG  at  length  came ;  and,  without  again 
communicating  with  my  bost,  I  sei  out.  I  re« 
paired,  with  a  short  üiterval  to  refireah  myadf 
and  my  horse,  to  the  market-town^  which  I 
had  appointed  for  the  communicationa  of  my 
Steward.  This  was  the  ftrst  chapter  in  that 
seriea  of  terrora  and  alarms  that  have  nerer 
since  foraaken  me.  Till  I  entered  thia  place,  I 
had  belieyed  myself  safe«  I  had  had  no  fean 
of  hostüity  or  violence  from  my  servants. 
Some  houra  would  therefore  have  elapaed,  be- 
fore  any  plan  could  be  concerted  for  punuing 
me,  and  taking  from  me  my  personal  liberty. 
In  this  respect,  however  annoyed  and  tortured 
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on  other  accounts^  under  the  roof  of  my  host 
of  the  preoeding  uight,  I  had  feit  secure. 

By  the  time  however  of  my  entering  the 
town  at  which  I  had  ordered  Rowknd  to  ad- 
dress his  Communications^  I  began  to  calcuhite 
that  it  was  possible  I  might  encoimter  some 
effectual  obstacle  to  my  further  proceeding. 
Not  more  than  twenty*four  hours  indeed  had 
elapsed^  since  my  perpetrating  the  deed  I 
might  be  called  on  to  expiate.  My  servauts 
I  knew  would  take  no  step  that  might  conduce 
to  my  loss  of  liberty.  The  physician  that  I 
had  ordered  to  be  sent  for,  would  perhaps  be 
the  first  person^  who  might  deem  himself  called 
upon  by  his  Station  in  society^  to  interfere  for 
the  forwarding  of  public  justice^  and  it  was  yet 
somewhat  early  for  me  to  ezpect  annoyance  in 
consequence  of  any  thing  he  should  do.  In  the 
mean  while  there  is  no  mode  of  calcukting 
what  might  happen  in  a  case  of  this  sort.  Some 
perflon^  who  had  no  motive  to  favour  or  shelter 
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me^  might  acddentally  oome  to  the  knowledge 
of  what  had  occurred^  sooner  tban  the  pliy* 
sician*  It  ia  true  that  Bowland  alone  possessed 
the  clue  that  should  direct  any  one  to  the 
county-town  I  now  entered;  and  I  was  morally 
eure  that  he  would  not  allow  himself  to  be 
made^  directly  or  indirectly^  my  destroyer^  by 
betraying  that  which  was  confided  to  him  only. 
The  servant  who  should  bring  what  I  required 
might  be  a  cause  of  molestation  to  me ;  but  he 
would  have  as  little  the  time,  as  the  indina- 
tion,  to  be  the  probable  means  of  my  being  de- 
livered  into  custody. 

Such  was  the  calculation  I  was  able  to  form 
respecting  my  immediate  safety.  But  it  was  in 
vain  that  I  reasoned  on  the  subject.  Tlie  mere 
possibility  that  something  fatal  might  oocnr, 
was  matter  enough  for  my  apprehensions  to 
work  upon.  I  no  sooner  saw  the  spires  of  the 
county-town  in  the  distance  before  me^  tban 
Strange  suspicions   took   hold  of  my  mind. 
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Ought  I  to  enter  the  main  street^  or  tum  down 
into  any  of  the  bye^roads  and  ayoid  it  ?  I  how« 
e?er  lebuked  the  Suggestion,  and  said  to  myself, 
Though  I  am  guflty,  I  will  not  be  a  coward. 
Thongh  the  beatings  of  my  beart  be  quick  and 
Strang  within  me,  I  will  conquer  them. 

I  entered  the  town.  Once  and  twice  I  aaw 
indication8,.which  to  my  jealous  raind  afforded 
matter  of  deliberation,  and  exercised  my  powr 
ers  of  conjecture«  I  observed  some  one  eyeiog 
me  more  curiously  than  I  should  have  judged 
natural.  A  horaeman  advanced  bebind  me  with 
greater  than  conmion  speed;  but  he  pasaed 
illcie^  and  took  no  notice.  I  went  to  the  inn  I 
had  specified,  but  was  told  that  nothiog.had 
oome  there  to  my  address;  I  retired  to  a 
Chamber. 

A  few  minntes  alter,  a  wuter  appeared,  and 
mformed  me  that  there  was  a  person  bdow, 
enquiring  for  me.  I  could  feel  that  I  turaed 
pale  as  he  spoke.    I  speedily  leamed  however 
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that  it  was  no  other  than  my  own  seirant^  du- 
patched  by  Rowland.  I  ordered  that  he  should 
be  sent  to  me.  He  brought  the  letter  and 
portmanteau  that  I  expecteil. 

I  looked  at  him  wistfully.  I  said^  Strange 
thmgs^  John,  happened  yesterday.  You  will 
not  for  the  present  see  me  again  at  home.  I 
am  füll  of  grief .  At  a  proper  time  howerer  I 
shall  appear,  and  clear  up  every  thing  that  now 
shews  to  my  disadvantage.  Tou,  John,  are  not 
my  enemy  ? 

He  protested,  that  no  earthly  oonsideration 
ahould  induce  him  to  do  me  an  injury. 

Tou  have  not  spoken  to  any  one  here,  or  on 
the  road,  of  what  has  oceurred  at  home  ? 

He  had  not.  Rowland  had  recommended  It 
to  him  to  be  silent ;  and,  had  it  been  otberwise, 
he  would  not  have  uttered  a  word,  that  could 
have  been  the  occaaion  of  mischief  .  There  was 
in  hia  look  an  expression  of  the  deepest  interest 
in  my  behalf. 
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I  bade  bim  wut  iii  tbe  inn  an  hour^  and  I 
would  speak  to  bim  again.  I  told  bim  tbat  it 
unis  of  ihe  utmost  importance  to  me^  tbat  be 
sbonld  be  disereet. 

Tbifl  was  to  me  tbe  first  consequence  of  guilt. 
I  was  obliged  to  bmnble  myself  to  my  own 
senrant.  It  depended  upon  bim  to  be  my  de- 
stroyer. 

I  opened  tbe  letter  of  Rowland.  It  con- 
tuned  little  new^  more  tban  tbe  confirmation 
tbat  Margaret  was  certainly  dead.  Notbing 
material  bad  yet  oceurred  under  my  own  roof . 
He  expected  from  bom:  to  bour  tbe  parents  of 
my  wife. 

I  appeared  now  to  bave  small  room  for  deli- 
beration.  Tbe  most  natural  and  tbe  safest 
coursej  as  I  judged,  for  me  to  adopt,  was  to 
leave  my  native  isle,  and  endeavonr  to  bide 
myself  in  some  foreign  climate,  bappy  if  I 
should  be  able  to  effect  tbis  unmolested.  As 
long  as  I  remained  in  England^  and  a  pursait^ 
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which  I  did  not  doubt  would  be  the  case,  were 
set  on  foot  against  me,  I  feit  tfaat  I  should  be 
beset  with  daily  terrora  and  nightly  alanns, 
and  should  apprehend  eaeh  hoiir  that  this  would 
be  the  last  hour  of  my  liberty.  Till  now  I  had 
regarded  personal  freedom,  and  justly,  as  a  part 
of  my  inheritance,  of  which  no  man  could  de- 
prive  me ;  and  I  made  uo  account  of  it  aooord- 
ingly.  I  went  this  way  and  that,  as  I  pleaiied. 
I  staid  at  home  in  my  own  mansion,  or  went 
abroad  for  exercise  and  amusement,  or  to  visit 
my  neighbours;  and  no  man  interfered  with 
me,  and  said,  Why  dost  thou  thb  ?  I  visited 
the  metropolis,  or  made  a  tour  in  my  natire 
isle,  immolested.  I  looked  round  from  the 
terrace  in  my  garden,  and  viewed  the  park^  the 
meadows,  the  trees,  the  streams^  and  a  small 
lake  surrounded  with  my  property,  without  ap- 
prehension«  There  was  a  road  in  the  distance, 
along  which  I  saw  carriages  of  all  sorta^  puldic 
and  private,  horsemen  and  pedestiians,  paasing 
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this  way  and  that  incessantly.  What  mattered 
it  to  me  to  search  into  their  purposes  ?  In  the 
words  of  the  old  song,  "I  was  myself  the  king 
of  me/*  If  the  concems  of  the  peraons  I  saw 
had  any  relation  to  my  concerns,  their  Import 
was  of  aid  or  of  deference.  If  they  thought 
nothing  of  me^  and  were  busied  only  in  their 
own  alhirs,  of  this  at  least  I  was  secare,  They 
purposed  me  no  härm.  I  "  doffed  the  world, 
and  bade  it  pass.*' 

How  different  was  now  my  Situation  !  Every 
man  I  did  not  know^  I  had  some  reason  to 
sospect  for  an  enemy.  If  he  accosted  me,  I 
might  with  probability  apprehend  that  he  had 
a  design  against  me.  If  he  paased  along  the 
road  in  a  direction  that  did  not  lead  from  my 
honse,  he  might  be  Coming  to  pnt  me  under 
lestraint.  I  had  great  cause  therefore  to  watch 
the  gestures  and  looks  of  every  one  I  saw.  AU 
the  World  was  in  a  confederacy  against  me. 
Every  one  would  rejoice,  such  is  the  law  of 
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dvilized  oommunities^  at  my  miafortune.  What 
gave  me  pain,  would  afiEord  pleasore  to  everjr 
living  being  wfao  heard  of  it.  Whoever  was 
called  npon  to  arrest  mj  Steps,  wguld  eagerlv 
place  himself  in  my  path  with  hostile  intent, 
for  thejr  would  cry.  He  is  a  murderer !  When 
I  was  brought  out  to  die  in  the  üace'of  the 
World,  they  would  feel  satisfied;  and,  when 
I  expired,  they  would  utter  shouts  of  appro- 
bation. 

NothiDg,  I  was  well  aware,  was  more  pre* 
eise  than  the  expounding  and  application  of  the 
English  law  in  the  case  of  murder.  It  is  like 
the  application  of  a  cloth-yard  in  a  mercer's 
shop.  In  the  matter  of  duelling  only  is  it  dis- 
pensed  with.  There  the  common  sense  of  man- 
kind  rises  against  it ;  and  the  judge,  however 
well  disposed  for  the  most  part  to  be  rigorous, 
finds  himself  obliged  to  relax.  In  all  other 
instances  the  life  of  the  individoal  arraigned, 
is  disposed  of  in  obedience  to  terms  and  de- 
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finitionB.  The  only  question  is^  Doea  the  deed 
under  conaideration  come  up  to  the  role  ?  just 
HB  in  the  shop  of  the  mercer  we  decide,  Does 
the  doth  meaaure  three  feet  of  twdve  inches 
each  ?  The  investigatioii  is  of  malice ;  in  other 
words^  Had  the  individual  accused  so  much 
time  g^ven^  between  the  sight  of  the  offence 
that  initated  him^  and  the  infliction  of  the 
mortal  wound^  as  may  logically  and  metaphy* 
sicaUy  be  interpreted  to  have  afforded  room  f or 
deliberation  ?  Thus  the  judge  rules  it,  and  the 
Jury  obey,  and  the  executive  govemment  rarely 
and  vith  infinite  hesitation  supersedes  the  rule. 
No  conaideration  is  had  of  the  character  of  the 
parties,  or  the  nature  of  the  provocation.  The 
heart  of  the  judge  is  dead  within  him^  and  so 
of  the  rest»  The  whole  is  determined^  in  a  way 
that  more  reaembles  the  tuming  of  a  machine, 
than  the  decision  of  that  complicated  being 
called  man^  endowed  with  eyes  to  see«  and  an 
underatanding  to  discrinunate,  and  a  heart  to 
vou  n.  I 
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feel,  and  a  moral  sense  to  judge  aocording  to 
the  etenud  law  written  in  the  •kie8.*-lt  b 
fürther  wcfsthy  to  be  oonaidered^  that  drcom- 
stanoes  tending  to  a^;ravate  aie  sure  to  be 
taken  into  the  acconnt ;  not  ao  drcumstanoes 
tending  to  eactennate. 

As  I  haye  abeady  said,  I  reaolved^  if  pos- 
sible,  to  quit  the  Island  of  Great  Britain.  What 
did  I  leave  behind  me  that  was  woithy  of  my 
regret  ?  I  had  lost  two  wives,  Emilia  and  Mar- 
garet. I  left  my  mansion,  my  park^  and  my 
woods^  the  terraces  of  my  garden  and  its  em- 
bowerii^  shades^  the  well  known  apartments 
in  which  I  had  spent  the  greater  part  of  my 
life,  their  fumitare  and  pictores,  and  a  well 
chosen  lünrary,  accmnnlated  year  after  year 
prindpally  by  die  taste  and  jadgment  of  my 
father,  and  by  my  own.  I  left  an  establish- 
ment  of  servants,  all  SEutUol^  many  of  tbem 
grown  old  in  my  Service,  and  who  weve  to  me 
little  less  tfaan  humUe  friends.    What  thea? 
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The  property  and  conveniences  to  iriiicfa  ire 
are  accastomed^  are  bot  dead  matter ;  and  the 
life  of  man,  or  even  bis  tranquiUity,  is  not  in« 
dissolnbly  boand  up  vith  these.  Our  servants 
we  are  more  in  tbe  practioe  of  regarding  with 
oondescensicMi,  Üian  affection ;  and,  even  if  we 
sometimeB  £eel  a  pang  in  losing  them,  the  womul 
is  in  no  long  time  «carred  over  and  healed.  I 
had  not  lived  to  these  years  in  the  world,  al- 
ways  honoured  and  thought  well  of,  and  not 
mibkased  with  the  bculties,  that  should  amnse 
the  social  bour,  supply  tiie  snggestions  of  pru- 
dence  and  wisdom,  or  sbew  the  ingennousness 
of  my  heart  and  the  tender  sympathies  of  my 
sool,  without  baTDig  acquired  friends,  some 
who  ranl^ed  with  me  merely  as  desirable  or 
valued  acquaintance,  one  or  two,  of  whom  I 
shall  bare  occasion  bereafter  to  speak,  witb 
whom  I  had  lived  on  terms  of  true  confidence 
and  reciprocal  communication.  Bat  they  had 
never  occupied  my  sonl,  or  engrossed  all  the 
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longingfi  <rf  my  natur«,  as  Emilia  and  Margaret 
had  done.  To  lose  them  all  was  a  dreary  an- 
ticipation.  I  had  lost  them  by  one  momentary, 
decisive  act,  that  oould  never  be  repaired. 

But  there  was  an  indiTidual,  whom  it  was 
agony  to  me  to  think  of  parting  withal,  and  yet 
from  whom  I  must  be  «eparated ;  and  this  was 
my  daughter,  my  only  child.  Her  name  has 
not  lately  occnrred  in  this  narrative.  Sbe  re* 
maitied  six  years  on  the  continent  with  Mrs. 
Fieldingy  the  sister  of  Mrs.  Fanshaw,  and  her 
daughters;  and  when  she  retamed  to  England^ 
she  found  me  ahready  engaged  in  the  marriage- 
State  for  the  second  time.  During  her  travels 
she  had  contracted  sentunents  of  the  deepest 
affection  for  the  family  with  which  she  was  do-« 
mestieated ;  and  all  the  Fieldings  joined  in  the 
most  eamest  intreaties  to  her  and  myself,  that 
they  might  not  be  separated  now  that  they 
were  retumed  to  their  native  comitry.  It  was 
at  length  settled  that  she  should  reside  for 
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abcnit  three*  montlis  st  a  time  altematdyj  wiih 
me,  and  with  h«r  young  fineodb* 

On  her  arriTal  at  home,  I  introduced  the 
two  persoQS  I  loved  best  in  the  world  to  eacfa 
other.  I  have  oinitted  to  notioe  their  inter- 
coune  in  ita  proper  order^  becaiiBe  I  thought 
it  would  oome  in  betler  here.  They  immedi- 
ately  conceiTed  an  uneommon  a£fecti<m  for  each 
oüier.  They  weie  distingaiahed  beauties,  but 
of  a  different  order.  Catherine  was  a  stranger 
to  deep  and  eonl-harruwing  afflictions.  Her 
cbeek  was  smooth  and  round;  and  the  first 
bloom  of  her  complexion  had  never  been  inir* 
paired.  Her  eye  revelled  with  fladies  of  Ufe; 
and  her  motions  in  the  ordinary  communiea^ 
tiou  of  Society  were  quick  and  animated  Kke 
an  epignim.  Tet  her  sonl  was  penetrated  with 
sensibiltty ;  her  colour  changed.with  every  va** 
riety  of  Suggestion  and  emotion;  .the  tear  of 
sympathy  was  ever  ready  in  her  eye ;  and  her 
quivering  lip  plainly  told,.  how  fiiUy  her  heart 
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uDpRsnoQ.  UMgBd  Qo  Ikc  oButnrff  tbov^h 
Ikmgk^  fnÖBtHttkf  nk  tltffc  tnue^  willi  tendor- 
meam  wmd  ■  üii  Miil  UliirtMMnj  was  obnoody  a 
ghirimia  tmpfe  io  loiiiB.  Tou  eonld  see  that 
die  was  voj  farfiona  belüg  the  lastroiis  eres- 
tave  Ae  kad  been.  Ncfcr  for  a  nMMBOit  did  a 
ccfftain  expranoB  of  dinainMwutmcpt  and  de- 
sppr  fionake  ker.  Vor  m  short  ttaft^  at  Inrief 
iBlervals,  her  eye  becane  aaifanafeed,  and  tben 
lelifiscd  lato  aonow.  Her  cheek  was  white, 
Aoagh  of  «quiaite  fcinwss ;  and  joa  aeemed 
to  aee  on  ik  tlie  traoea  of  her  tean.  It  has 
hecn  aaidy  tiiaft  hmuaicreaftiireaofken  loveone 
anolher  tiie  more  cwiihaticaBy,  becansethey 
aie  casi  m  diScicnt  monlda,  and  are  of  m^e 
disposhiaiis.  Thns  hwaswitfi  Maifaictand 
Catherine,  tbftj  eonodfed  at  onee  an  ardent 
attadimcnt.  They  pbyfolly  caUed  mother  and 
daughter,  thoo^  there  was  bnt  fbnr  yeara'  dif- 
ference  in  their  agcs.   Bot  they  wcre  more  like 
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8iilen.  In  jeat  thejr  mvmed  tlwnuKifW  with 
penifwtKiwg  Mthoritjr  and  obecBcnoe>  aad  ocm* 
tenied  tfamadvcB  mlh  feeBng  th»  eqimtity  of 
tbeheait.  Maigaielhadbe»  tobend  bycafai- 
■lity,  and  in  thia  aenae  waa  tlia  wiaer  of  the 
twou  8he  had  laad  more,  and  therefoie  waa 
mofe  paffcct  and  aonaunmate  in  the  know- 
ledge  of  antiion^  and  in  lilarary  taate.  Bnt  in 
knewledge  of  Ühö  woM  abe  waa  a  moe^hild. 
Thejr  shone  akamalely,  acoordtngly  aa  one 
anbjeet  or  anotter  bappoied  to  be  tlie  topic  of 
oonveraatian.  They  had  each  of  them  atored 
up  in  menuyry  paaaagea  of  the  poeta,  aablime 
conoeption^  harariant  imagcry,  pictnreaqiie  de- 
flcription ;  bot  Margaret  dwelt  the  moat  upon 
paaaagea  of  lov^  of  tenderneaa,  of  sorrow  and 
daaohtion.  In  critioiam,  in  exact  delineation 
of  the  qnalitiea  and  forte  of  the  aevend  writers, 
and  the  hidden  ezeeUendea  of  their  diffinrent 
vorka,'  ahe  waa  the  aopeiior*  Bat  Catherine 
oould  talk  with  the  moat  thorough  knowledge. 
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of  comtriw  and  thdr  manncfs,  et  tbe  worid 
and  oovis,  and  the  gradations  of  aocktyv  ef 
mnsic  as  it  exists  in  Italy  and  Germany,  and 
oftbewondiooapvodnctionaof  aft  in  themoet 
CivoiHed  qoaiters  of  the  earth.  She  was  alao 
eztensivdy  acqnainted  wiüi  the  most  beao^d 
and  lomantic  soenery  of  the  moie  known  ooim- 
tries  of  the  world.;  and  m  her  «nimated  de- 
scriptiona  the  hearer  was  conTerted  into  a 
apectator,  and  coold  acareely  bdieve  that  he 
had  not  peraonally  witneaaed  ^Hiat  was  ao  fidly 
set  befofe  him. 

Here  then  was  a  pair  of  frienda,  the  porest, 
the  moat  innocent,  of  the  moataffiBCtionate  tem«* 
pers,  and  the  soondest  diBcenunent,  that  the 
World  ever  saw.  From  the  moment  they  fint 
beheld,  they  nnderstood  each  other.  Their  aiU 
tachment  was  like  Jonah's  gonrd,  that  '^spnng 
up  in  the  night,*'  and  spread  forth  ita  brandies, 
and  was  as  '5a  shadow  over  their  hcads/'  to 
protect  them  firom  tbe  fierce  beams  of  the  siui. 
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and  the  changefiil  mdeiiieiicy  of  ihe  seasons. 
Tety  ardently  tm  they  loved  each  oüier  in  the 
oommeDeement,  the  feding  was  neverthekss 
Buaceptible  of  merease.  Ihe  treamtfes  of  their 
informalioD  and  their  aentiments  could  not 
bave  been  apprehended  by  each  other  in  a  day ; 
and  I  have  no  doubt,  that  the  more  protracted 
and  vairious  their  intercourse  had  been^  die 
raoire  cause  each  wonld  have  seen^  firom  day  to 
day^  and  from  yeair  to  year,  to  value,  and  as  it 
were  to  adore,  the  other. 

And  to  thia  friendship  I  put  an  abrupt  close ! 
I  exttngiiished  one  portion  of  this  inimitable 
pair.  Ood  knows  my  heart!  nothing  could 
bave  been  fiurther  firom  my  intention  than  to 
be  the  destroyer  of  Margaret.  I  would  not 
have  hurt  a  hair  of  her  head.  I  fully  appre- 
ciated,  nobody  understood  them  bettei-,  the 
whcrfe  of  her  merits.  When  I  was  most  con- 
vinced  of  her  unfiuthfulness  to  the  engagementa 
she  had  formed  with  me  at  the  altar,  even  then 
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I  most  pitied  her.  Bat  I  was  hurried  on  by  an 
irresistiUe  fate.  And,  at  the  moment,  and  for 
some  time  afterwards^  I  beüeved  I  was  right. 
Cruel,  terrific  was  the  alternative  in  which  I 
was  placed.  Bat  I  was  convinoed  tbat  the  least 
thing  I  was  called  on  to  do,  was  abmptljr  to 
remove  f rom  the  stage  of  ezistence  the  man, 
who  retomed  from  the  dead  (among  wbom  he 
ought  to  have  rested  for  ever)  with  no  other 
possible  resnlt,  than  to  crush  the  happiness  of 
those  who  survived^  himself  the  imhappiest  of 
them  all. 
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CHAPTER  XIIL 


Cathbrinb  was  at  the  peiiod  of  thU  cata- 
Strophe  whh  her  firienda,  the  Fiddifigs^  in 
London.  I  knew  we  muat  part,  probably  never 
to  meet  again.  But  I  ooukl  not  prevail  upon 
myself  to  leave  England,  without  one  last, 
solenm  farewel.  As  I  have  alieady  said,  there 
vere  but  two  peroons  from  whom  it  was  death 
to  me  to  be  severed  fbr  ever,  my  wif e,  and  my 
daughter.  I  had  gazed  on  the  pale  counte* 
nance  of  the  one,  as  she  lay,  as  it  afterwards 
proved,  dead  in  her  bridal  Chamber.  But  my 
heart  was  then  made  hard.  My  conceptions 
were  reduoed  into  a  gloomy,  deadly  sobriety. 
I  looked  on ;  and  I  said  nothing. 
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It  was  otherwise  as  respected  my  danghter. 
Black  as  were  my  prospecta^  red  and  hatefiil  as 
weie  my  hands  in  my  mind's  eye^  I  had  no 
guilt,  properly  speaking^  towarda  her.  When 
I  thought  ot  Catherine,  my  heart  was  as  tender 
as  a  new-bom  habe. 

I  came  to  London^  that  I  migfat  see  her.  I 
alighted  in  a  remote  part  of  the  metropolis. 
I  sent  a  coach  to/etch  her  to  me^  and  with  the 
coach  a  letter* 

I  could  not  however  take  thb  step  without 
terrible  misgivinga.  The  thonght  of  aeeing  my 
daughter,  opened  afiesh  all  the  wmmda  of  my 
heart.  I  had  perpetrated  a  dreadftil  deed ;  and 
it  had  been  attended  with  tremendouB  oonae» 
quences.  I  had  slain  my  rival ;  my  wife  waa 
dead ;  and  I  was  cut  off  for  ever  firom  the  So- 
ciety, the  general  Community  of  beings,  who 
partook  along  with  me  of  the  hnman  form. 

But  in  what  I  had  done,  and  what  had  fol* 
lowed  upun  my  deed  tili  now,  I  was  exalted» 
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aad  taken  out  of  mysclf •  I  had  in  hct  been 
anotfaer  being,  from  the  bour  that  William's 
ktter  was  put  into  my  hands^  and  still  more 
from  the  bour  that  I  knew  be  Mras  in  my  neigh- 
bourbood.  I  feit  as  if  I  were  the  only  being 
in  all  tbis  complication^  that  was  wortby  to  be 
pitied.  My  Tictims  in  my  eyes  were  offenders, 
and  I  the  aggrieved  party.  What  had  I  doneto 
deserre  tliis  misery  ?  I  had  married  a  beau- 
tifid  young  female,  witb  her  own  consent^  and 
that  of  her  parents«  Tbis  was  certainly  no 
erime,  and  did  not  merit  the  terrible  retribu- 
tion  that  had  been  reserred  for  me.  I  thought 
tberefore  of  Margaret  witb  a  torture  that  I  was 
unable  to  endore;  and  I  thought  of  William 
witb  abborrence.  These  ruminations  had  filled 
my  soul  even  to  bursting,  during  the  excursion  I 
had  made  from  my  home,  and  on  my  retum.  As 
I  approached  my  own  house  in  retuming,  I  saw 
that  which  at  once  worked  up  my  soul  to  rage 
and  to  madness ;  and  I  perpetrated  the  deed, 
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which  oould  never  be  recalled^  never  oblite- 
ratedy  and  which  foUowed  me  with  retribntton 
and  vengeanoe  for  ever. 

From  the  instant  that  my  levenge  had  been 
oonsnmmated  in  the  death  of  my  rival,  my 
naturci  as  I  have  said,  had  totally  changed.  I 
saw  what  I  had  done,  and  feit  that  I  mnst  atand 
to  the  conaequenceB.  I  was  desperate ;  but  I 
was  in  a  State  of  inforced  cahnness  and  com* 
poaure.  I  looked  to  every  thing ;  I  provided 
for  every  thing.  I  girded  up  the  loina  of  my 
mind,  and  feit  the  condition  in  which  I  was 
placed.  I  must  take  care  of  myself ;  for  there 
was  no  one  that  cared  for  me.  ^^  My  heart  was 
tumed  to  stone;  I  strack  ii,  and  it  hurt  my 
band." 

But,  when  I  thought  of  Catherine,  the  case 
was  totaUy  dififerent.  The  feelingii  of  huma- 
nity  came  back  upon  me  with  an  overflowing 
tide.  I  had  resolved  to  see  her,  to  tdl  her  a 
tale  of  griefB  inexpressible,— of  the  death  of  the 
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new  and  iralaed  fnend  she  had  acquired — ^bnt 
that  was  litüe : — ^I  had  to  teil  her  at  the  part 
her  father  had  acled. 

The  soul  of  Catherine  was  purity  itsdf .  It 
was  a  piece  of  iui8tained  paper^  £Edr  and  Inight 
as  the  first  beama  of  the  moming  sun.  She  had 
heardof  yice  and  crime.  Bat  they  had  been  to 
her  as  the  theoretical  terms  of  a  scienoe  treated 
of  in  books.  ^<  They  passed  by  her  as  the  idle 
wind,  which  she  respected  not/'  She  regretted 
that  such  thmgs  were,  and  that  the  species  man, 
so  noble  in  reaacm,  so  glorious  in  faculties, 
should  be  stamed  with  such  enormities  as  are 
recorded  of  him. 

And  now  she  was  to  hear  all  this  brougbt 
home  to  her  father.  She  knew  much  that  was 
good  of  me ;  she  believed  every  thing.  Such  ia 
the  Constitution  of  the  human  mind.  Plato 
says,  that,  if  we  could  see  virtue  in  her  proper 
form,  aU  men  would  fall  down  and  adore  her. 
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Bat  it  18  even  thos  that  we  do  see  viitae,  par- 
ticularly  in  the  early  pari  of  oor  Uvea.  We  aie 
all  anthropomorphites.  We  dothe  the  qualities 
that  our  understanding  bodies  out  to  ns,  and 
the  pulses  of  oar  heart  approve,  in  some  hmnan 
shape,  gracious,  engaging  and  rererend ;  and 
that  shape,  to  a  child  hononrably  and  bappUy 
born,  is  the  shape  of  its  parent. 

I  had  come  to  London,  principally  to  see  my 
daughter,  to  take  of  her  a  lasting  fiirewel.  My 
heart  was  tom  in  a  thousand  pieces.  If  ever  a 
pain  was  mixed  with  a  pleasure,  it  was  my 
case  in  the  present  instance.  I  could  not  go 
back  from  the  interview  upon  which  I  had  re- 
solved.  I  could  not  prevail  on  myself  to  see 
Catherine  no  more.  She  must  bear  the  thing 
I  had  acted,  if  not  from  me.  Was  it  not  then 
incumbent  on  me  to  be  the  rdator  ?  I  must 
look  in  her  face,  and  observe  how  she  receired 
the  intelUgence.    If  it  could  be  softened  to  her» 
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it  was  I  that  ought  to  mitigate  it.  If  ahe  need- 
ed  the  «d  of  another  to  enaUe  her  to  bear  it,  I 
onght  to  be  the  ally  and  the  oomforter. 
The  letter  I  wrote  was  as  foUows. 

My  demrest  daughter, 

I  am  in  London.    Come  to  me  instantly. 

Come  alone.    I  send  a  carriage  to  fetch  you. 

Prepare  yourself.     Call  up  your  resolution. 

Unless  I  mistake,  you  are  capable  of  arduous 

things ;  and  I  grieve  to  say  you  will  be  tried. 

Unhappy  girl !     Unhappy  father ! 

P.D. 

Say  to  the  family  with  which  you  reside 

that  I  have  sent  for  you :  but  shew  no  one 

thia  letter.  * 

It  was  not  long  ere  Catherine  stood  before 
me.  I  heard  her  approaching  the  apartment 
in  which  I  sat,  with  indesoribable  emotion  on 
my  part.  I  looked  at  her.  Her  counteuance 
and  her  whole  figure  expressed  the  commotion 
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of  her  8011I9  a  fearful  antidpation  of  die  knew 
not  wliak. 

My  father !  she  said.  Are  yoa  alive  ?  Are 
you  well  ?  What  in  it  yoa  have  to  communi- 
cate  ?    Thank  Qod,  I  have  a  father ! 

You  have  terrified  me  greatly.  Bnt  do  not 
fear  me !  Do  not  spare  me !  I  am  ready,  in- 
deed  I  am  ready,  for  all  you  can  have  to  say. 

It  relieFes  me  to  hear  you.  Catherine !  my 
wifey  Margaret,  is  dead ! 

Dead !  Indeed  that  is  sudden !  8he  was 
surely  an  angel.  I  relied  that  ahe  woold  have 
been  my  nearest^  moat  valued  firiend.  And  your 
I088  must  be  greater  than  mine. 

But,  my  üather,  ahe  added  after  a  moment'a 
pause,  I  see  that  you  have  aomething  elae  be- 
bind.  You  did  not  send  for  me  with  Uns  pre- 
caution,  you  have  not  uaed  all  theae  prepara* 
tiona,  merely  to  annoonee  thia  sad  news.  Teil 
me  at  once !  Shew  me,  I  pray  you^  with  what 
your  boaom  is  labouring« 
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WeD»  I  faave  a  dreadfiil  tale.  I  camxit  put 
it  xnto  Order.  Take  it^  as  I  am  able  to  com- 
mamcateiL 

Margaret,  before  she  knew  me,  had  a  k)ver, 
to  whoni  ahe  was  oontraeted,  firom  whom  she 
was  oompoLsorily  sepaniked^  who  was  lost,  or 
Bupposed  to  be  lost,  at  sea.  She  loved  tUs  in- 
dmdiial  with  entire,  engrossing  aflfection ;  I 
only  came  in  in  the  seoond  place,  a  Substitute, 
to  occupy  the  mins  of  a  heart. 

This  man  lived ;  he  retumed  from  a  tedious 
exüe ;  I  have  known  that  for  some  time.  Two 
days  ago  I  caught  them  together,  in  my  own 
park*  What  had  passed  between  them  I  know 
not;  bot  I  saw  them  in  attitudes  that  implied 
mudi.  I  perceived  that  they  wete  oceupied 
with  eadi  other  in  entire  aSkition,  and  had  no 
thonght  of  any  thing  but  that  aflbctlon.  The 
eyes  of  a  doting  husband  see  this  in  a  moment. 
I  came  upon  them.  I  had  pistols.  My  blood 
bofled  within  me.    The  lover  was  unanned; 
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he  had  no  time  to  fegist.  I  diew  a  ^atol»  and 
laid  him  at  my  feet.  He  is  dead ;  Margaret  u 
dead.  She  expired  fifom  the  bonting'of  a 
blood-ressek 

Oh,  Catherine,  wby  aie  yoa  oondemaed  to 
hear  this  tale  of  horrors  ?  I  ooold  not  content 
that  you  should  hear  it  from  another*  I  bave 
been  the  unhappy  wretch,  £ated  to  accompliah 
all  this  mischief ;  and  the  least  penanoe  I  coold 
impose  on  myself  was  that  I  should  be  the  per- 
son  to  bring  you  the  news.  I  am  going  in- 
stantly  into  exile*  I  have  sent  for  you  to  Ud 
you  farewel. 

Never  was  a  young  and  innocent  creatue 
tried,  as  my  child  was  tried  on  this  occasion. 
She  had  known  no  sorrow;  and  the  otmost 
imaginable  sorrow  came  upon  her  at  once.  She 
had  never  heard  of  crime ;  and  her  fiither  stood 
before  her,  red  firom  the  perpetration  of  a 
murder. 

The  agitation  of  Catherine  was  extxeme. 


XJir.  0BLORAINS.  189 


And  what  beightened  all  her  triak,  waa  that 
the  muBt  in  no  way  betray  what  ahe  ssfiered. 
She  was  ailent:  hat,  notwithstanding  aU  her 
efforts^  ahe  grew  as  pale  aa  death*  Her  Ups 
were  yiaibly  convulaed.  She  woiild  have  reject- 
ed  with  8com  every  story  that  could  have  been 
reported  to  her  of  crime  and  diflgraoe  to  her 
firther.  And  here  it  waa^  brought  to  her  by 
myaelf,  expUdtly  ayowed ;  ^'  no  loop  to  hang  a 
doubt  on^*'  no  refoge  for  scepticiam  or  incre- 
dolity  that  remamed  to  her.  I  had  ahewn  my» 
8elf  the  slave  of  paasion^  incapable  of  modera- 
tion  and  restraint^  hurried  into  the  last  ex- 
cesaes^  which  are  usually  committed  only  by 
creaftures  without  edacation,  without  discipline, 
and  accustomed  to  listen  to  no  suggestions  but 
those  of  unliottised  passion. 

I  proceeded :  How  you  mnst  feel  this  tragic 
tale  I  can  eaaily  conoeive.  But,  whatever  are 
ymsr  feelings,  I  know  how  the  laws  of  England 
will  jndge  of  it..    I  have  foifeited  my  life«    If 
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I  am  caught,  I  shall  dBe  on  tiie  gaUows.  Bot 
I  will  not  allow  mysdf  to  be  appiehatded,  to 
be  committed  to  pnaon,  in  be  conagiied  to  a 
dungeon^  to  be  subjected  to  tbe  profiBne  and 
execrsble  hands  of  tlie  ezecotioiier.  I  am  not 
content  to  die  an  ignominioaa  death,  to  be  re- 
Gorded  a  convicted  criminal^  to  have  my  name 
placed  in  the  annals  of  thoae,  whoee  deeds  are 
read  firom  age  to  age  with  detestation.  I  caanot 
endure  the  thought  of  this  for  myself ;  I  canoot 
endure  that  your  innocent  spirit  and  your 
blamdesfl  life  should  be  conpled  with  such  a 
Story.  I  will  go  into  exile;  you  shall  never 
see,  never  hear  of  me  more.  Oh,  Catherine, 
when  you  tiiink  of  me,  do  not,  do  not,  load  my 
memory  with  execrations ! 

During  the  whole  of  this  narrattve  ehe  utter- 
ed  not  a  word.  Sereral  timea  ehe  gasped,  and 
with  difficulty  drew  her  breath.  Once  and 
again  her  whofe  irame  aeemed  to  ahudder.  Bot 
she  rouaed  heraelf,  and  anbdued  the  weakness 
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of  lier  irame  to  an  emphakic  Bteadiacfli.  Wben 
I  faad  ebne,  she  aaid : 

Father,  you  ahall  not  go  alone.  Whereyer 
yoQ  ar^  I  will  be  your  oampanion. 

I  looked at  her with astoniahmeni.  Ireplied: 
Catherine,  you  know  not  what  you  are  aayiag. 
You  have  not  understood  me. 

Not  understood  you !  Every  word  you  have 
Said  is  written  in  inextinguishable  cfaaracters 
in  my  heart. 

Catherine^  I  am  a  degraded^  a  dishoBOured 
man*  I  haye  done  tfaat  which,  if  Üxere  were  no 
laws  to  puniahj  wonld  uige  all  men  to  fly  from 
me^  as  they  would  from  contamination  and 
pestilence*  And  shall  your  angelic  ianocence 
and  purity  be  associsted  with  it  ?  No ;  drop  a 
tear  of  sorrow  for  my  misery ;  and  then  forget 
me  for  ever  1  Do  not  let  your  days  of  tranquiU 
lity  and  bliss  hereafter,  he  blasted  with  one 
thought  of  the  wretch  before  you ! 

Father !  rest  assured  of  this,  I  will  follow 
you  throngh  the  worU. 
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My  diild,  recoUect  youradf !     Look  upon 
me !     I  am  like  a  wietch,  whom  the  lightning 
of  heaven  has  Bcaned.    Never  more  shall  I 
know  one  interval  of  serenity.     I  ied  that  a 
demon  from  hell  will  for  ever  d(^  my  steps. 
No  indication  of  a  smile  will  again  play  upon 
my  Ups.    I  shall  beoome  haggard  and  pale.    I 
shall  waste  away  to  a  skeleton.  Balmy  slumber 
will  never  more  weigh  down  my  eyelids.    My 
temper  will  become  peevish  and  morose;  no 
efforts  to  serve  me  will  at  any  time  be  acknow- 
ledged ;  but^  wretched  and  intolerable  to  my- 
seif,  I  sball  render  every  one  that  approaches 
me  miserable.    The  tyrant  of  antiquity,  who 
signalised  bis  cruelty  by  chaining  a  living  body 
to  a  dead  one^  did  not  entail  upon  bis  victim  a 
more  tremendous  fate,  thaii  would  be  that  of 
the  person  who  should  attend  me  in  my  wan- 
derings. 

Father,  replied  Catherine,  you  do  but  shew 
me  the  more  your  need  of  a  companion,  auch 
as  I  will  be  to  you.    Oh^  you  do  not  know  witb 
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wliat  art  and  unwearied  skill  I  will  medieine 
your  grieÜB*  My  patienoe  eball  cosquer  your 
moroaeiiesa.  I  will  prove  so  ccmaiderate  and 
kiad,  that  I  will  defy  you  not  to  smile  upoa 
me.  Ton  oanaot  be  without  a  companion ;  aad 
HO  companion  will  be  so  euitable  for  you  as  I 
am  detemmied  to  be  found. 

How,  answered  I,  can  I  sufficiently  thank 
yoa  for  thie  unexpected  good*will  ?  But  I  fore- 
see,  Catherine,  what  the  tenour  of  my  futiire  life 
will  pcove.  If  you  oould  overcome  the  petu* 
lance  of  a  temper,  hating  the  world,  and  hattng 
itself,  yet  my  life  will  be  one  series  of  appre- 
hension  and  terror.  Such  a  deed  as  mine  will 
not  go  unpursued.  Whether  in  England,  or 
out  of  England,  die  faeagles  of  justice  will  not 
&il  to  be  at  my  heels.  By  night  and  by  day  I 
shall  neyer  be  in  safety.  I  most  fly  from  place 
to  place,  must  conceal  myself  in  a  thousand 
lurking  holes,  and  put  on  a  multitude  of  <fis^ 
goises.    I  perpetrated  the  deed  I  have  narrated 
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to  you  by  myself ;  and  by  myself  muit  I  ea- 
deavour  to  dude  its  conaequences. 

Fakher,  you  mistake.  In  the  sitoationB  of 
which  you  speak,  I  can  many  waya  be  of  Ser- 
vice. Wben  you  grow  tired  of  the  taak  of  per* 
petual  escape,  I  caa  aupply  you  widi  freeh 
suggestions^  and  by  my  animation  recmit  your 
waated  spirita.  An  ally  in  auch  a  caae  will 
often  be  more  collected  and  perspcadouB  thni 
a  priocipal«  I  ehall  be  able  at  one  time  to 
interpose^  ao  as  to  give  yoa  time  to  with* 
draw^  and  at  aaother  by  my  ingcmiity  and 
presence  of  mind  to  put  the  pmrsoera  on  a  &lae 
Bcenty  and  ao  to  deliver  you«  When  the  daagcr 
ia  paaty  I  will  be  at  band  with  my  cmgratiila- 
tiona,  to  reatore  you  again  to  yonvaelf . 

There  waa  a  time^  my  child,  when  I  was 
entiüed  to  your  aaaiatance.  The  dnty  of  a 
child  to  ita  parent  ia  aacred.  But  it  ia  ao,  ao 
longer  than  the  parent  oondncta  himadf  wor- 
thily.    Such  a  delinqueocy  aa  mine  dinvacs 


ZIII.  0ELORAIKE.  195 

the  engagement,  and  puls  an  end  to  the  tk. 
A  gailty  soul  and  deeds  of  blood  can  maintam 
no  daim  on  a  virtnous  niind.  l\ike  tlien,  my 
Catherine^  your  own  way.  Wherever  you  go, 
good  ferne  and  honour  shall  punrue  you.  Tou 
ahall  be  loved  and  be  happy.  Folget  that  you 
had  a  fether,  who  urould  prove  a  cl<^  upon  your 
ateps^  and  the  yemembrande  ol  whom  woold 
overdoud  the  gloriea  that  are  reaerved  for  you. 
What,  my  fiither,  r^Ued  Catherine^  and  do 
yoa  think  you  shall  persuademe  to  leaee  you  ? 
<<  A  guihy  floid  and  deeda  of  blood  can  maintain 
no  Claim  on  a  virtuoua  mind/'  Believe  me^ 
this  is  not  so.  These  are  the  manms  of  selfish- 
aesa  and  cowardice.  The  more  the  woild  de- 
aerta  you,  the  mone  will  I  ding  to  you.  What, 
because  the  firiend  of  my  soul  is  unhappy,  ahall 
I  withdiaw  myaelf )  Shall  I  leave  yoa,  because 
you  are  gnflty,-**-ki  othcr  worda^  because  you  are 
in  tronble  ?  Theae  aie  indeed  admirable  and 
prmiseworthy  prindpks !  No:  the  more  ootn^^. 
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weftk  md  erring  moital.  Bot  Bhe  wonld  not 
endure  thia  distance  between  us.  She  threw 
her  arms  round  my  nedc;  the  sobbed  upon  my 
bowMtt« 

Take  me,  my  fadier  *  ahe  aaid.  Monid  me 
at  your  pleasore !  Henceforth  I  have  no  desti- 
nadion  in  life,  no  office  ooncentrating  all  the 
powen  of  my  natnre,  bat  that  of  bdng  devoted 
to  yonr  aervioe  and  advantage.  Iif  this  service 
there  ia  perfect  freedom;  in  this  religion  there 
is  pure  felicity.  It  ia  the  first  qnestion  of  a 
well-oansütiited  mind,  How  can  I  make  rnjuät 
perfectly  nsefdl  ?  How  can  I  employ  all  my 
thoughts  and  energies  in  aubatantial  good? 
Every  hour  of  an  uprig^t  spirit  ia  lost^  that  ia 
not  occnpied  in  acta  of  kindneaa.  Yet  how 
many  bonra  of  erery  one  alide  away  from  him 
in  matten  of  cold  indiSerence?  Hitherto  it 
has  been  ao  with  me.  But  now  I  have  an  ob- 
ject  for  wluch  to  live,  a  prindple  that  ahall 
my  amalleat  actiona.    Every  moming 
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that  I  xise,  I  shall  say,  What  can  I  do  for  my 
fiithcr  ?  How  shaU  I  cheer  him^  prevail  upon 
liiin to  anule  and  be  at  peaoe?  Erery  sound  that 
I  hear  will  be  an  alarm  to  me^  to  excite  me  to 
defend  and  preserve  him.  And  my  heart  teils 
me,  I  shaU  succeed  in  this.  No  power  shall 
Gonqoer  or  baffle  my  constancy;  and  heaven 
itaelf  will  seoond  the  fexrour  of  my  intentions. 
It  18  not  to  be  told^  what  an  effect  this  gene« 
roaity  of  my  danghter  prodnced  on  my  sool. 
For  weeks  I  had  been  miserable^— ever  aince 
the  letter  of  William  was  put  into  my  hands 
annooncing  to  me  that  he  lived.  From  that 
instant  all  had  been  storm  and  uproar  within 
me.  Amnltitiideof  tempestnonswindsseemed 
to  hnrry  my  mind  in  contrary  dixections*  Iwas 
like  a  man  who  had  committed  himself  to  a  frail 
bark,  which  is  every  moment  abont  to  go  to 
pieoea.  Hollow  and  portentous  blasts  roar  on 
all  sides  around  him;  the  sails  Aap,  and  the 
oordage  spUts,  and  the  canvas  seems  tom  into 
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a  thousand  pieces.  If  he  sleeps,  sleep  affords 
him  no  intermission.  In  this  imperfect  shut- 
ting  up  of  the  senses,  he  is  stiU  pursued  by  the 
Bounds,  whether  it  be  the  reality  that  contmues 
to  haunt  him,  ov  that  his  faithful  imaginatioD 
repeata  the  terror,  when  the  thmg  itself  can  no 
longer  be  pereeived:  he  is  unvisited  with  a 
(dngle  instant  of  cessation.  Such  was  the 
Situation  in  which  I  stood.  No  sunshine 
appeared  to  me:  every  thing  was  black  aa 
ErebuB. 

At  length  I  resolved  to  shake  off  this  incubus. 
I  was  strongly  excited;  and  I  yielded  to  the  ex- 
citement.  I  believed  that  this  was  the  crisia  of 
my  fortune;  and  it  was  so.  But  what  cbange 
was  it  that  ensued  ?  I  was  loaded  with  the  im- 
putation  of  the  blackest  crime ;  I,  whose  cha- 
racter  had  been  hitherto  as  white  as  snow,  who 
had  gone  to  bed  every  night  from  the  hour  of 
my  birth,  with  the  consciousness  of  innocence 
and  honour,  and  had  risen  every  moming  with 
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haods  unspotted  with  guilt.  I  was  cut  off  from 
human  aociety ;  I  was  destined  to  be  hunted  as 
a  beast  of  prey,  and  to  be  looked  upon  by  all 
men  with  horror  and  execration*  I  said  to 
myselfj  The  band  of  every  man  is  against  me. 
Previously  to  the  crime  I  had  perpetrated,  my 
mind  was  all  uproar  and  confusion;  subse- 
quendy  all  was  gloomy  composore  and  hope- 
lessness.  I  was  alone,  misympathized  with 
and  miassisted^  left  to  force  my  way  as  I  could 
through  the  tangled  mazes  and  the  wildecness 
of  the  World. 

Conceive  therefore  what  it  was  to  me  in  this 
Situation^  to  find  a  friend !  It  was  like  life  from 
the  dead.  My  condition  resembled  that  of 
Peter  in  the  Acts^  to  whom^ ''  the  same  night 
that  he  slept  between  two  soldiers^  being  bomid 
to  them  with  two  chains^  the  angel  of  the  Lord 
appeared,  and  a  light  shone  in  the  prison^  and 
his  fetters  feil  off  from  bis  hands."  That  I 
should  haye  one  person  to  befriend  me>  who 
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of  unintemipted  tenors  and  alarm.  Judge^ 
if  I  did  not  appreciate  her  merit  in  all  this.  I 
earnestly  and  with  fervour  diasuaded  her  firom 
the  sacrifice.  But,  when  it  was  already  made, 
I  could  not  but  most  ardently  admire  her  difi- 
interestedness,  and  be  in  a  slight  degree  recon- 
ciled  to  myself,  that  I  was  the  indiyidual  in 
whose  fiavour  it  had  been  resolved  on. 
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CHAPTER  XIV, 


TfiB  purpose  itself  being  fixed^  Catherine  re^ 
turned  to  her  friends,  to  announce  that  her 
father  had  communicated  to  her  his  desire  that 
he  might  presently  be  gratified  with  her  So- 
ciety. She  apologised  to  them  for  the  abrupt^ 
ness  of  her  removal,  but  added  that  the  oocasion, 
into  the  particulars  of  which  she  uras  not  at 
liberty  to  enter^  admitted  of  no  delay.  The 
peraons^  with  whom  she  had  now  for  some  time 
been  in  a  manner  domesticated,  could  not  but 
obserre  that  something  of  an  extraordinary 
nature  waa  indicated  in  her  €X>untenance  and 
manner ;  bat  they  feit  too  much  delicacy  to 
enquire  further  into  what  they  saw  was  not 
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designed  to  be  commuqicated.  They  tnisted 
that  her  removal  would  not  be  of  long  con- 
tinuance^  and  warmly  expressed  the  delight  it 
would  give  them  to  have  again  the  happineas  of 
her  Society. 

It  afforded  me  exqtdsite  pleaaure  to  have 
my  daughter  now  for  my  companion.  It  took 
from  me  in  a  considerable  degree  the  dreadfdl 
feeUng  of  forlomness,  to  which  I  had  for  se- 
veral  days  been  a  prey.  The  obacore  hotd  in 
^diich  I  received  her,  assnmed  in  some  sort 
the  character  of  a  home.  I  changed  my  name. 
Hastening  to  a  coffee-house  in  a  busy  and 
trading  street,  I  dispatched  one  of  the  porterü 
for  any  letters  that  might  be  lying  for  me  at 
my  banker's.  I  next  repaired  to  my  fiBonily« 
solicitor,  to  teil  him  that  I  had  immediate  oc- 
casion  to  go  abroad,  that  my  absence  waoid 
probably  be  short,  but  that  it  might  pfove 
otherwise,  and  to  direct  him  to  prepare  a  let* 
ter  of  attomey,  authorising  him  in  my  abaence 
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to  receive  my  income  and  call  in  my  rents^  so 
that,  wherever  I  might  be^  I  should  be  able  by 
my  Single  Signatare,  without  specifying  the 
place  of  my  fesidence,  to  obtain  from  him 
snpplies,  as  I  mq^ht  have  occasion.  I  retnrned 
therefore  to  my  man  of  business  the  next  morn- 
ing,  that  I  might  execnte  this  instniment. 

At  the  same  time  a  letter  reached  me  from 
Rowland^  acqnainting  me  with  the  fdrther  par- 
ticttlars  that  had  occurred  at  my  fSumly^mansion 
of  Deloraine.  The  father  and  mother  of  Mar- 
garet were  overwhdmed  with  the  dxeadful  in- 
teUigence  commnnicated  to  them  by  my  Stew- 
ard. They  had  for  many  days  feared  they 
knew  jiot  what.  William^  who^  after  his  re- 
tnm  in  a  manner  firom  the  dead^  had  once 
preaented  himself  before  them^  and  had  leamed 
the  intelligence  which  blasted  all  his  hopes^ 
had  qnitted  their  cottage  abruptly^  promising 
to  retom.  But  he  had  never  retumed.  They 
saw  him  no  more«    They  had  apprehended 
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every  thing  from  the  steps  whiöh  his  despera* 
tion  might  suggest  to  him.  He  had  indeed  in 
an  extraordinaiy  d^ree  moderated  hia  proceed- 
ing8^  and  controled  bis  pasBiona.  He  had  com- 
mitted  no  outrage^  but  conducted  himself  with 
that  temperance  and  forbearance  which  so  well 
accorded  with  every  trait  of  bis  character.  But 
the  results  had  not  been  the  lese  fatal.  The 
utmoflt  yiolence  on  bis  part  could  not  have  led 
to  a  more  tragical  conclusion. 

The  fatber  ^and  motber  of  Margaret  had 
always  loved  her^  with  as  much  devotion  aa 
parents  could  entertain  for  a  cbild«  Such  had 
been  their  feeling  towards  her  from  earliest  in- 
fancy.  But  their  affection  had  been  exceed- 
ingly  increased  by  every  thing  ehe  had  done 
since  ehe  arrived  at  years  of  maturity.  No  one 
perhaps  had  ever  carried  the  sentiment  of  filial 
Submission  to  so  great  an  extent.  She  gave  up 
her  first  love  to  the  requisition  of  her  fiither. 
She  finally  engaged  herseif  to  me  in  marriage, 
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not  because  her  parents  demanded  it  of  her^  but 
because  ehe  saw  that,  without  prescribing  it,  it 
was  the  thing  in  the  world  most  correspondent 
to  their  wishes.  And  how  had  this  exemplary 
and  self-denying  condact  been  ultimately  re- 
warded !  They  had  fürtber  been  deeply  im- 
pressed  with  the  Bpectacle  of  all  she  had  suffiered. 
Her  health  had  ultimately  sank  under  the  vio* 
lence  Hhe  had  done  herseif,  in  conforming  to  the 
dictates  of  her  father*8  unhallowed  ambition« 
When  at  length  that  father  had  given  way 
rather  than  see  bis  daughter  made  the  victim 
to  her  sense  of  filial  duty,  and  she  was  encou- 
raged  to  foUow  the  dictates  of  her  earliest  love, 
the  conoession  had  ultimately  been  made  abor- 
tive, and  she  had  seen  her  promised  consort 
shipwrecked  before  her  eyes.  The  consequence 
of  this  calamity  had  been  long  years  of  depres- 
sion  and  ill  health  which  brought  her  to  the 
brink  of  the  grave.    Had  ever  a  blameless  hu- 
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man  being  imdergone  such  a  series  ot  munter- 
rapted  misfortone  ? 

Her  parents  were  broken  down  to  the  earth, 
hy  tfae  fetal  intelligenee  which  was  now  com- 
municated  to  them.  They  were  not  allowed 
howerer  to  yield  to  the  supineness  of  grief.  I 
was  rendered  an  exile  from  the  dwelling  of  my 
haken  by  the  violent  deed  I  had  perpetrated. 
They  were  therefore  imperiously  called  upon  to 
prooeed  without  delay  to  the  house  of  monm- 
ing,  where  the  mortal  remains  of  their  daugfater 
for  the  present  lay.  Rowland  received  them 
with  the  utmost  attention  and  deference^  and 
told  them  that  it  was  my  express  Order  to  hhn, 
that  all  was  to  be  done  in  erery  point  m  the 
affidr  as  they  directed.  This  was  the  only  alle- 
viation  that  I  could  afford  them ;  but  this  Tery 
concession  tasked  the  imfortunate  old  man  to 
more  exertion  of  mind^  and  the  issuing  a  greater 
nmnber  of  precise  directions^  than  was  ahnost 
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in  any  wvy  compatible  wiih  the  depression  and 
diBtnurtionofhisfceUngs. 

It  was  with  the  utmost  repugnance  that  the 
parents  of  Mai^ret  entered  the  honse  of  a 
man^  who  bj  hia  sangomaiy  conduct  had^  to 
aay  the  least  of  it^  brought  their  darfiog  child 
to  a  premature  grave.  It  was  incmnbent  on 
Borcadale  to  determine  the  spot  in  which  the 
remaina  of  hia  danghter  shonld  finally  be  depo* 
sited.  On  the  one  band  he  regarded  me  as 
▼irtually  her  murderer.  At  the  same  time  in 
another  point  of  view  he  feit  satisfied  that  her 
demeanoor  aa  a  wife  had  been  free  firom  any 
particle  of  blame ;  and  he  therefore  judged  it 
due  to  her  hononr^  that  she  shonld  he  interred 
in  the  vanlt  appropriated  to  the  family  into 
which  ahe  had  raarried. 

Rowland  ooncluded  bis  letter^  so  far  as  re- 
garded the  Borradales^  with  informing  me, 
that  the  hther  of  Margaret,  having  firat  at* 
tended  hia  wife  to  within  a  short  distance  of 
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their  home,  joined  the  melancholy  procession 
which  conveyed  the  body  of  bis  danghter  to 
the  vault  where  it  was  finally  reposited^  and 
appeared  convulsed  with  agony  when  he  gazed 
for  the  last  time  on  her  coffin. 

That  I  may  have  no  occasion  to  revert  agam 
to  this  part  of  my  narratiTe,  I  will  add  here 
what  I  did  not  leam  tili  some  time  afterwards. 
I  had  placed  the  fother  and  mother  of  Marga- 
ret in  a  commodious  habitation  at  a  distance  of 
thirty  miles  from  the  spot  where  I  and  their 
daughter  resided.  Bat  the  reoommendation 
which  this  dwelling  originally  had,  that  it  was 
con¥eniently  situated  for  the  purpose  of  reci- 
procal  Visits,  was  now  oonverted  into  a  spring 
of  galling  recollections.  Beside  that,  they  fdt 
a  repugiiance  to  the  occupying  a  house,  whidi 
had  been  of  my  selecting,  and  for  which  it  was 
understood  that  I  undertook  they  shoold  pay 
no  rent.  They  looked  upon  the  marriage  of 
their  daughter  as  unhallowed,«  and  preferred 
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tfae  Bubmitting  to  a  seriea  of  privations^  rather 

than  have  any  thing  appertaining  to  them^  that 

should  remind  them  of  this  fatal  oozmection^ 

or  should  retain  the  semblance  of  an  Obligation 

to  a  man^  wbo  bad  been  in  so  many  ways,  and 

lastiy  by  an  act  of  the  most  deploraUe  violence, 

the  cause  of  precipitating  the  destruction  of  a 

child,  who  had  been  dearer  to  them  than  all  the 

World  beside.    They  therefore  retumed  to  the 

scene  of  their  fonner  abode  on  the  banks  of  the 

Sevem.  Not  indeed  to  the  same  house,  for  that 

was  in  the  oecupation  of  another;  but  to  a 

hottse  at  the  fiirther  extremity  of  the  same  vil- 

lage.   Here^  obscurely  and  disconsolately^  they 

dragged  out  the  short  series  of  their  remaining 

days.     The  mother  feit  perhaps  most  deeply 

for  the  disastrotts  fate  of  her  child;  and  she 

went  first«    The  father  foUowed  a  short  time 

after.    They  could  not  bear  to  hear  the  history 

of  their  daiigfater  alluded  to ;  and  they  could 

neyer  for  a  moment  forget  it.    The  name  of 
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Deloraine  was  to  the  last  most  distasteful  to 
tbem.  It  was  thos  that^  by  one  act  of  gnilty 
violence,  I  acoomplished  the  destrucdon  of  all 
who  were  in  any  degree  conmected  with  it. 

Tbe  act  by  which  I  destroyed  a  man  so  sin« 
golarly  exoellent  aod  amiable,  at  the  rery 
period  of  his  letum  to  bis  native  soil  in  an* 
ticipation  of  tbe  most  enviaUe  {elicity^  was  in 
itself  sufficiently  atrocious.  How  bitter  then 
were  my  aensations,  wben  I  saw  this  (»e 
unoonsidered  vioknce  OTerwbebning  in  iti 
consequences  all  tbose  wbom  I  was  most 
bound  to  cberisb  and  defend  from  every  mis« 
cbief^  the  wife  to  wbom  I  had  vowed  myself 
at  the  altar,  and  both  the  parents  from  wbom 
she  derived  her  existence !  Wby  did  I  for  a 
moment  outline  the  perpetration  of  this  por- 
tentous  evil?  That  will  fully  i^pear  in  the 
seqoel.  Before  the  intelligenoe  of  the  entiie 
oonsummation  of  this  mischief  readied  me^  I 
was  alieady  far  engaged  in  a  stmggle  for  lifie^ 
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againgt,  as  it  appeared  to  me,  a  world  in  anns 
to  destroy  xne:  aad  tlie  more  arduous^  even 
the  more  hopeless,  was  the  stru^le^  the  less 
coold  I  entertain  the  thought  of  giving  in^  and 
throwing  myself^  manacled  and  defencdeas^ 
into  the  hands  of  my  inveterate  foes.  No : 
the  very  nature  of  the  conteat  forbade  me :  as 
long  as  I  had  one  resouroe  kft,  miserable 
beyond  all  names  of  misery  as  I  was,  I  re- 
aolved,  Uke  Macbeth,  to  ^'try  it  to  the  last/' 
and  peraevece  in  the  contention,  tili 
should  be  the  sole  conqueror  of  Deloraine. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 


BcJT  there  was  another  topic  touched  apon  in 
Rowland's  letter,  which  closely  afFected  the 
fature  fortunes  of  my  life.  It  will  be  recoU 
lected  that  I  had  ordered  the  body  of  William 
to  be  deposited  in  the  summer-house  in  my 
garden.  I  had  given  no  further  direction  in 
that  matter.  Rowland  had  therefore  feit  con- 
siderably  perplexed  bow  he  was  to  act.  Here 
was  the  dead  body  of  a  person,  who  had  appa- 
rently  come  to  a  violent  end,  and  that  by  my 
band.  It  was  wiavoidable,  that  some  Inquisi- 
tion should  be  made  into  this,  and  that  a 
question  should  be  raised  to  be  decided  on  by 
the  legal  authorities  of  my  country.     Rowland 
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saw  that  the  event  of  this  man  bdng  killed 
had  in  some  way  a  close  relation  to  bis  mis* 
tress.  Bat  I  had  dedined  giving  any  explana- 
tion;  and  he  could  learn  nothmg  from  any 
other  qnarter.  The  pcrson  was  that  of  a  total 
Btranger.  With  my  last  words  I  had  recom- 
mended  to  him  to  take  care  that  I  was  not 
obserred  or  molested  in  my  departure^  that 
for  a  few  hours  he  should  not  suffer  any 
oiitcry  to  be  made  in  the  vicinity,  and  that  he 
should  conduct  every  thing  with  composure 
and  discretion«  He  therefore  resolved  to  take 
no  Step  tili  the  arrival  of  the  physician  I  had 
ordered  to  be  sent  for ;  and  he  communicated 
to  the  other  servants  the  plan  he  had  fixed  in 
this  respect. 

The  physician  had  no  sooner  examined  the 
corpse  of  the  unfortunate  Margaret^  and  pro» 
nounced  that  life  was  for  ever  extinguished 
within  her,  than  he  began  to  quebtion  the 
Steward  respecting  bis  knowledge  of  the  par^ 
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ticulars  which  had  probably  led  to  the  event  of 
Margaret's  deoeiuie.  Bowland  on  bis  pait  was 
not  lese  anxious  to  State  as  fully  as  be  was  able 
all  tbat  be  knew  on  the Bobject.  Hesaidthathe 
bad  seen  me  in  theiearlier  part  of  tbe  present 
day,  whenl  had  Mbilrned  honte  fitom  tranaacting 
a  business  which  had  camed  me  for  two  nights 

and  a  day  to  the  town  of ,  but  thal,  after 

remaining  at  home  for  scarcely  more  than  a 
few  minutes^  I  had  again  qoitted  my  hoose^ 
leaving  bim  in  the  greatest  unoertainty  as  to 
thetime  at  which  I  was  to  be  expected  back. 
It  was  therefooe  in  the  higbest  d^ree  impor- 
tant  to  him  to  obtain  the advioeof  some  penon 
of  weight  in  public  estiniation,  as  to  what  it 
was  proper  for  him  to  do. 

Bowland  then  related  to  the  physictan,  that, 
as  he  rode  outas  usual  toexaminethcgronnds, 
and  give  directions  to  the  labourafs^  he  bad 
seen  my  carriage  quit  the  public  xoad,  and 
enter  the  park.    He  had  therefiore  tamed  hif 
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horae^  and  advanced  towards  the  mansion^ 
thiiiking  it  not  improbable  that  1  might  havc 
Bome  Orders  to  give  him.  He  had  not  pro- 
oeeded  many  yards,  wben  he  saw  bis  mUtress, 
accompanied  by  a  young  man,  a  total  stranger, 
of  very  interesting  appearance,  seated  on  the 
turf  near  the  garden«waiL  The  same  object, 
at  the  same  moment,  seemed  to  have  gained 
my  attention.  My  carrfage  stopped ;  I  leaped 
out,  and  flew  most  rapidly  to  the  spot.  His 
mistress  and  the  stranger  were  too  deeply  en- 
gaged  with  each  other  to  observe  this.  I  was 
almost  upon  them,  when  the  stranger  rose, 
and  made  a  few  steps  towards  me.  I  had 
afaready  a  loaded  pistol  in  my  band,  and, 
swifter  than  thought,  pvesented  it  to  the  stran- 
ger, and  laid  him  dead  at  my  feet.  Ali  tbis' 
was  scarcely  the  woik  of  a  minute.  Rowland 
added,  that  his  mistress  seemed  to  be  worked 
up  to  a  preternatoral  horror  at  what  she  saw, 

l2 


220  DELORAINB.  CH. 

that  ehe  exdaimed  agünst  me  as  a  monster, 
calied  the  person  I  had  slain  her  dear^  her 
best-bdoyed  William,  and,  after  a  few  frantic 
expreasions  of  a  similar  sort,  feU  saddenly  to 
the  grovaid,  and  spoke  no  more*  He  proceed- 
ed  to  relate,  that,  after  having  addressed  a  few 
words  to  himself  and  the  servants  who  had 
attended  the  carriage,  in  which  I  palüated  the 
violence  I  had  committed,  but  added  that  thia 
waa  not  the  time  for  explanaüon  and  defence, 
I  hastened  into  the  house,  and  ordered  my 
favourite  saddle-horee  to  be  prepared.  I  re- 
mained  at  home  scarcdy  more  than  twenty  mi- 
nutes ;  and  my  last  directions  were,  that  the  dead 
body  of  the  person  I  had  slain  ahould  be  remo- 
ved,  and  brought  into  the  summer-house  in  the 
garden,  and  that  Dr.  Allen  shoold  with  all  apeed 
be  sent  for,  to  see  whether  any  thing  oonld  be 
done  for  bis  mistreas.  The  mesaage  which 
Rowland  had  accordingly  dispatched  was  a 
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written  one^  importing  that  bis  nustress  lay 
in  a  very  precarious  State,  and  that  it  was 
feared  she  had  broken  a  blooci-vessel. 

Dr.  AHen  was  mnch  affected  by  this  nar- 
rative,  acd  was  in  great  perplexity  how  to 
prooeed.  He  desired  to  be  taken  to  the  suoi- 
mer-house.  The  person  of  the  deceased  was 
as  mach  a  stranger  to  bim,  as  it  had  been  to 
Rowland.  The  doctor  was  wholly  unacquaint- 
ed  with  Margaretes  previous  history,  and  knew 
her  only  as  my  wife.  He  recommended  that 
Rowland  should  by  all  means  Charge  the  ser- 
▼ants  to  abstain  from  spreading  the  particulars 
of  what  had  passed,  and  added  that  he  would 
himself  drive  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Bartram,  a 
magistrate  who  lived  within  the  distance  of  a 
few  miles,  relate  to  him  fhe  leading  circum- 
stances,  and  request  bis  professional  interfe- 
rence,  which  appeared  to  be  loudly  called  for 
on  so  extraordinary  an  occasion.  In  the 
ooorse  of  a  few  hours  Mr.  Bartram  and  the 


« 


224  DELORAINE.  CH. 

EDglishman  who  arrived  there  was  rq^arded 
with  dislike^  and  was  often  treated  with  con- 
tumaciousness  and  barbarity.  William  had 
been  exposed  to  the  effects  of  this  State  of 
things.  Thüugh  he  was  only  an  ordinary 
prisoner  of  war^  he  was  carried  up  the  country, 
and  subjected  to  a  sort  of  blavery^  just  as  if  he 
had  been  a  partaker  of  the  oontraband  trade. 
He  at  length  escapedj  and  had  travelled  in 
various  disguises^  and  tbrough  a  thousand 
hardshipsj  tili  he  reacbed  the  French  settle- 
ment  of  Cayenne.  Here^  as  every  where^  he 
found  a  friend.  The  colony  of  Cayenne  was 
in  a  condition  that  had  Uttle  to  recommend  it. 
William  was  therefore  advised  and  assisted  to 
remove  himself  to  St.  Domingo*  The  persons 
by  whom  this  step  had  been  reconunended  to 
him^  took  care  at  the  same  time  to  fumish  him 
with  introductions  to  some  of  the  most  oon- 
siderable  settlers  in  this  opnlent  and  flourish- 
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ingialand.  These  üitroductioiis  were  of  oourae 
from  Frenchmen  of  oonsideration  in  Cayenne^ 
to  their  oountjrymen  in  St.  Domingo. 

The  individuals  to  whom  William's  letters 
were  addressed,  oontended  with  each  other  in 
the  kindness  and  hospitality  with  which  they 
entertained  hioi.  He  had  learaed  to  read  the 
French  langnage  with  eaae  in  the  course  of  his 
educatian;  and  his  travels  since  had  enabled 
him  to  converse  in  it  with  the  yeraciousness 
and  candour  that  distinguish  the  worthiest  of 
his  own  conntry^  and  the  fluency  of  a  native. 
On  the  third  or  fourth  day  howerer  after  his  ar- 
rival,  he  met  in  a  party  a  young  Englishman^ 
being  no  other  than  the  person  just  mentioned, 
named  Travers^  between  whom  and  himself  there 
inunediately  sprang  np  the  wannest  sentimentu 
of  friendship. 

Travers  first  saw  the  light  in  the  island  of 
Jamaica^  and  was  of  that  deseription  of  persons 
oommonly  known  by  the  name  of  Creoles.   His 
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father  bad  been  a  leading  member  of  con&dl  in 
the  ialand ;  and  for  a  seriea  of  jean  his  opi* 
nions  had  almost  directed  the  lesolvea  of  the 
aasembly,  and  the  policy  of  the  plant»«.  His 
ascendancy  however  waa  not  nnenvied;  and 
hia  auggestions  did  not  alwaya  mnafai  onop* 
posed.  A  new  governor  from  England  united 
himself  to  the  projects  of  bis  adveraariea^  and 
turned  the  acale  of  policy  in  the  ialand  againat 
the  sentiments  avowed  by  the  eider  Traven. 
He  had  diBtingnigbed  himaelf  by  plana,  calco- 
lated  to  meliorate  the  condition  of  the  black 
cultivaton  of  the  aoil,  to  imbue  them  with 
self-respectj  and  to  hold  out  to  them  an  nlti- 
mate  proapect  of  independence,  in  proportion 
as  aoy  of  them  might  be  found  to  deaerve  it. 
Hia  projecta  were  not  inconaiatent  with  the 
true  interests  of  the  proprietora;  but  they 
were  incompatible  with  the  mean  thoughta  and 
Bordid  jealouay  that  govemed  their  determina- 
tions. 
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TVavevt  found  that  he  was  erery  day  decli- 
ning  in  inflnenoe ;  and  his  oherished  echemes 
were  thirarted  in  the  moat  Tezatioiia  manoer. 
He  had  flattered  himaelf  that  he  had  made  a 
aafe  and  aaauied  bq;inning  to  a  better  State  of 
ihingSy  and  that  he  should  leave  behind  him 
the  gmtefol  xeoollection  that  he  had  hdd  the 
first  Btone  of  an  edifice,  which  would  grow 
stfoi^;er  and  more  worthy  of  admiration,  when 
he  himaelf  ahould  have  ceaaed  to  exist.  But 
now  the  whole  ÜAoe  of  thinga  was  leversed. 
The  progress  which  he  had  sbwly  and  indefa- 
tigably  aocomplished,  was  destined  to  a  rapid 
deatruction.  Every  sun  that  rose  upon  the 
Island,  witoessed  the  revival  of  some  eyil,  and 
the  Btrengthening  of  inveterate  prejndicee.  Nor 
was  thia  the  worst.  The  phuifeers,  who  had 
been  galled  by  the  advance  of  the  generous 
prcjects  of  Trayers,  now  resolved  to  wreak 
thdr  enmity  an  the  old  man.  Every  day  tbey 
propagaled  acandal  and  lies  against  him.   They 
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tbe  gufCiimiait  wt  bonie  to  ooociir 
in  Üb  odk  bom  the  oolooy^  m  a  dangeroui 
and  pcmickwM  member  of  aodety.  The  poor 
ncgrocs  wcre  the  wone  treated  on  bis  acoaunt. 
Tlieir  oppresdon  angmenled  the  severity  and 
inhomanitj  of  their  diadplme,  tat  the  pmpofle 
of  aqpaalimig  their  trinmph,  and  by  wi^  of 
ffngfiifr  against  the  liitooiu  man  who  had 
inteifered  in  their  fiiTonr«  InteDigenoe  of  in- 
caroerations  and  dealh  was  perpetaaDy  brongfat 
to  bis  cars;  and  it  was  oontinnally  asserted 
that  all  dieae  viisdiieb  were  to  be  laid  to  bis 
cbaige.  The  very  n^roes  were  indted  to  vent 
their  grieb  in  hostility  to  bim*  Those  who 
amarted  from  the  hsh^  and  those  whose  fintbers 
and  wives  had  been  brooght  to  an  nntimely 
end  by  the  cnielty  of  their  owners,  were  tanght 
to  regaxd  thdr  cabunity  as  the  frnitof  bis  weak 
and  romantic  sopport  of  their  cause«  lliey 
muttered  corses  against  hini^  and  sometimes 
broke  ootinto  open  revilings  and  insolt«    They 
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mmcffed  him  with  looks  of  bitter  and  deadly 
imnge;  and  aU  these  things,  which  would 
have  been  severely  repressed  by  the  uiasters  in 
any  other  case^  were  secretly  encouraged  by 
them  in  this«  They  pnlied  down  hus  fences^ 
and  trampled  bis  crops  nnder  their  feet. 

The  old  man  feit  the  injustice  of  tbia  treat- 
ment  more  with  the  temper  of  a  disappointed 
loyer,  than  with  the  nnalterable  Bteadinees  of  a 
pbiloBopher.  He  resolved  for  ever  to  quit  the 
scene  of  bis  galling  disappointments.  He  sold 
aS  bis  property  in  the  island.  His  enemies^ 
thougb  delighted  with  the  thonght  of  bis  re» 
movaly  yet  entered  into  a  conspiracy  to  thwart 
him  in  tbia  point  also.  They  seemed  to  ahrink 
from  the  idea  of  buying  wbat  he  waa  deairoua 
to  aell«  They  expreaaed  themaelvea  aa  if  their 
pure  handa  would  be  contaminated  by  the  bare 
tottcb  of  any  thing  that  had  belonged  to  the 
aacrii^oua  reformer.  When  he  left  the  ialand 
of  Jamaica  for  that  of  St.  Domingo^  he  found 
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the  amount  of  bis  fortmie^  the  beqnett  af  bis 
anoeston,  and  the  produoe  of  his  own.'saperiD« 
tendenoe  and  indiistry,  reduoed  by  more  than 
cmehalf. 

Change  of  place  is  in  a  very  imperfect  dcgiee 
the  remedy  of  care  and  vezation«  Tbe  eider 
Travers  was  kindly  received  by  the  planten  of 
St.  Domingo,  aeveral  of  whom  appeared  to  en* 
tertain  yitws  as  to  the  negroes  very  ainular  to 
bis  own.  Bat  the  arrow  that  he  cairied  with 
bim  rankled  in  bis  aide.  He  waa  a  tnie  lovcr 
of  bis  apeciea ;  and  he  conld  not  endnre  with 
patience  the  miacarriage  of  bia  eflforta»  To  en- 
coonter  contnmely  £rom  the  very  quaiter  firom 
whicb  he  bad  merited  only  Iotc,  waa  too  bitter. 
The  insulta  and  malignant  triumpb  of  lua  cne* 
mies,  were  nerer  forgotten  by  bim.  To  be 
made  an  exile,  and  robbed  of  half  bis  fortime, 
on  tbe  very  soil  wbere  he  waa  ratber  entitkd 
to  stataea  and  trinmpbal  archea  of  gratitode, 
deprived  bim  of  aleep,  and  waated  bia  oonstitn- 


XVJ.  DSLORAmS.  231 

tknci  and  strengUu  In  no  long  time  he  feil  a 
nuurtyr  to  the  disappointment  he  had  suffered. 
The  old  mon^  being  dead^  left  bis  son  the 
sole  representative  of  his  name,  and  inheritor 
of  his  property^  in  that  pari  of  the  world.  The 
younger  Travers  had  most  of  the  qualities 
which  are  said  to  distinguish  the  descendants 
of  European  parenta^  bom  in  a  tropical  cli- 
mate.  He  was  of  the  dass  of  ^^souls  made  pf 
fiie^  and  children  of  the  sun/'  He  had  been 
sent  o7er  to  the  mother-country  fot  education. 
He  was  bred  at  Eton ;  and  his  volalility^  his 
livdy  qualities^  and  his  aflfectionate  nature  had 
procured  him  a  oertain  number  of  attached 
friends  in  that  seene.  His  vivacity  was  inex- 
hanstible ;  his  large  and  black  eyes  flashed  as 
with  heayen's  own  lightning ;  and  his  conrage 
was  proof  i^piinst  every  peril.  Tet  with  all 
this  he  was  a  great  and  an  early  thinker^  and 
capable  of  the  most  inyincible  perseverance. 
He  was  moody ;  now  communicative  and  gay, 
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the  life  of  every  party  of  pleasuxe,  and  seemiog 
to  bave  no  thought  of  his  sool  that  was  not  im- 
parted  to  every  bystander ;  and  anon,  bfosied  in 
inflcnitable  meditation, 

.....  as  patient  as  the  female  dave, 
Wlien  that  her  golden  conplets  are  diadoaed, 
HU  ailence  wottld  sit  drooping. 

He  was  sometimes  the  mere  rattle  of  his  fonn, 
IS  shallow  stream,  such  as  we  occasionally  see 
intersecting  the  green-wood  meadow^  imaging 
every  surrounding  objecto  and  perpetuating 
none ;  while  at  other  times  he  bad  fits  of  stady 
which  nothing  coold  divert,  as  if  he  would  pe- 
netrate  into  all  the  mysteries  of  nature,  and  all 
the  embarrassing  involutions  of  the  profonndest 
reach  of  haman  thought. 

His  father  loved  bim  with  an  intense  affec- 
tion^  and  could  not  bear  the  length  of  Separa- 
tion which  his  education  properly  demanded. 
He  recalled  bim  abniptly  to  his  side  in  Ja- 
maica.  Here  at  an  early  age  the  yonng  Travers 
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fdt  himaelf  exempted  from  all  control.  Hb 
father  knew  na  pleasure  so  great  as  that  of 
abetting  bis  vagaries.  Many  of  tbem  were  at- 
tended  with  danger ;  but  tbe  old  man  preferred 
taking  bis  cbance  of  the  injuries  tbe  boy  might 
bring  upon  himself  by  bis  caprices^  or  even  tbe 
posaibility  of  bis  untimely  destruction^  to  tbe 
ongrateful  task  of  imposing  on  bim  tbe  bridle 
of  parental  autbority.  He  could  not  bear  that 
those  eyes  tbe  sparkies  of  wbicb  were  so  en- 
cfaanting,  sbould  be  dulled  witb  disappointment^ 
or  tbose  Bps  wbose  smiles  were  so  bewitcbing, 
sbould  be  robbed  for  a  moment  of  their  flexi- 
bility  and  grace.  On  tbe  otber  band^  the  young 
man^  thongb  self-willed  and  incapable  of  volun- 
tary  constraint,  loved  bis  father  with  exemplary 
affectioi^  and  regarded  bim  as  tbe  model  of  all 
bonour  and  virtue.  He  did  tbinga  stränge  and 
extraordinary^  sometimes  annoying ;  bnt  there 
was  no  malice  in  bis  levities,  wbicb  oftener  ob- 
tained  for  bim  fiiends  than  enemies. 
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The  yotttk  however  entered  deeply  into  a 
feeUng  similar  to  that  of  bis  father,  lespectmg 
the  unpopularity  and  ill  treatment  which  were 
heaped  upon  the  eider  Traven^  in  retum  tat  hit 
disintereated  exertions  in  the  canae  of  hnma» 
nity.  Thia  ciicumstance  prodnced  Strang  emo- 
tions  in  bis  inexperienced  bosom.    Thouj^,  as 
I  have  said,  his  condact  on  a  majority  of  occa* 
sions  appeared  light-hearted  and  thonghtless, 
he  was,  amidst  all  his  extravagances,  soscep- 
tible  of  deep  impression,  profound  meditaüon, 
and  inflexible  purpose.    He  nuninated  on  the 
injustice  that  a  large  portion  of  mankind  was 
c^>able  of  perpetrating,  and  bis  besit  sickencd 
at  the  oonviction«    ^'  Strang  was  bis  lowe ;  un- 
bounded  his  resentment/*    Thus  his  character 
became  mingled,  by  tums  bland  and  beneficent 
as  an  angel,  and  then  agün  daikened  witk  a 
covered  fury  and  aversion  that  might  better 
beseem  a  demon« 

Another  circnmstance  had  oontribnted  to  add 
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force  to  the  particular  tone  of  his  cbaracter. 
An  opulent  proprietor  of  bis  native  island^ 
whoBe  plantation  nearly  adjoined  to  ihat  of  his 
father^  had  a  daugkter^  distingoished  for  the 
exqnisiteness  of  her  beautjr,  the  grace  of  her 
form  and  moving,  and  the  ingenuous  sweetness 
of  her  disposition.  Travers  had  loved  her  while 
yet  a  chOd ;  and,  when  he  retumed^  after  having 
spent  his  school-boy  years  in  Gheat  Britain,  he 
beheld  her  with  increased  preference  and  affisc- 
tion.  Bot  it  was  during  this  period  of  his  ab* 
sence^  tliat  the  fectious  Opposition  to  his.father 
bad  attained  to  a  portentous  height.  Young 
Travers  oould  only  meet  his  f avourite  fair  one 
trüb  difficnlty  and  by  stealth.  The  father  of 
the  lady  was  numbered  among  the  most  inve- 
terate  foes  of  the  eider  Travers,  and  therefore 
took  the  utmost  pains  to  thwart  the  growing 
attachment.  Fearfiil  that  he  inight  ftil  of  his 
purpose  by  other  means,  he  abruptly  removed 
bis  daughter,  upon  pretence  of  a  visit  to  Bar- 
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badoes  to  a  relaüon  he  had  in  that  kland^  and 
contriyed  that  a  proposal  of  marriage  should  be 
the  fruit  of  this  visit«  The  daughter  retumed 
to  Jamaica;  and  the  suitor  favoured  by  her 
father^  followed  her.  Travers,  agonised  bjr  the 
prospect  of  losing  the  mistress  of  his  heart, 
Bought  an  interview  with  the  planter^  and  by 
every  inducement  he  could  suggest,  supplied 
by  the  vehemence  of  his  pasaion,  and  the 
Btrength  of  their  mutual  attachment,  endea- 
voured  to  prevail  upou  him  to  change  his  reao- 
lution.  But  the  greater  was  the  importunity 
of  the  youth,  the  more  inflexible  did  the  fother 
of  the  lady  appear.  Travers  humbled  himself 
ahnost  to  prostration ;  at  the  same  time  that 
the  other  party  only  the  more  insulted  ower 
him,  and  taunted  him  with  the  disapprobation 
and  eatrangement  with  which  his  parent  was 
looked  upon  by  every  respectaUe  man  in  the 
ishmd.  In  fine,  the  fair  one  of  whom  he  had 
been  passionately  enamoured,  was  wedded  to 
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his  rmiy  and  lost  to  himBelf  for  ever.  This 
disappointment^  Coming  about  the  same  time 
with  the  expulgion  of  hü  father  firom  the  scened 
which  from  his  birth  had  been  £AmUiar  to  him, 
his  subseqnent  misfortunes^  and  at  length  his 
death  through  what  is  called  a  broken  heart^ 
soured  the  temper  of  the  yoath^  and  increased 
in  liim  the  gloom  and  satnmineness  of  disposi- 
tion,  with  which  he  had  been  originally  bnt 
slightly  imbued«  His  gaiety  had  not  left  him 
for  ever ;  but  it  occurred  by  fits  only^  and  was 
then  marked  with  a  sort  of  alarming  and  por- 
tentous  ezcess^  and  followed  by  a  relapse, 

As  if  he  mocked  himBelf«  and  scorned  his  spirit, 
Tliat  conld  be  moved  to  nnile  «t  any  thing.  . 

Meanwhile  the  first  want  of  his  heart  was  to 
love ;  and,  when  this  want  was  emphatically 
gratifiedy  he  would  become  a  mere  child^  and 
overflow  with  a  tendemess  and  eamestness 
tbat  conld  with  difficulty  find  a  parallel« 
Such  was  the  individual  between  whom  and 
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William  a  siugular  and  exemplary  firiendflhip 
Bprung  up,  immediately  upon  tkeir  meetiDg  at 
Cape  Frauf ois,  the  principal  to  wn  of  the  French 
diviaion  of  the  Island  of  St.  Domingo.  Tlie 
similarity  of  disposition  tbat  existed  between 
them  speedily  blew  up  their  mutual  partiality 
to  a  flame.  They  were  both  of  them  yoong 
men  of  wann  hearts  and  a  kind  and  benerolent 
temper«  They  were  naturally  of  a  gay  and 
Banguine  cast  of  mind^  fuU  of  energy  and  faope. 
But  both  of  them  had  suffiered  much  fiom  the 
malice  of  fortmie;  Travers  at  the  time  of  thdr 
first  encounter  the  most  of  the  two.  Dqirived 
by  a  cruel  concurrence  of  drciunstancesj  of  the 
father  he  worshipped,  and  crossed  in  the  object 
of  bis  love,  he  seemed  to  have  giyen  up  for  erer 
the  expectation  of  a  pleaaing  and  aooeptable 
mode  of  existence.  Still  bis  affectionate  na- 
ture  survived  these  adversitiesy  and  tau§^t  him 
to  seize  with  avidity  an  object  upon  which  lie 
might  centre  the  aspirationB  of  bi«  spirit. 
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Travera  and  William  seemed  to  understand 
eadi  other  at  the  firat  encounter.    Thejr  were 
the  only  persona  of  Englbh  birtli  at  the  party 
which  brought  them  together*    But^  more  than 
this  drcomstanoe^  the  fir^  that  characterised 
the  glance  of  Travers^  and  the  overflowing  love 
and  goodness  of  heart  so  conspicuoua  in  the 
conntenance  of  William^  made  them  feel  aa  if 
they  had  been  acquainted  for  ages.    They  ex- 
changed  looks  while  they  sat  apart  at  the  social 
board^  which  spoke  volumes.    An  incidental 
remark  firom  one  or  the  other^  was  listened  to 
with  eamestness^  and  seemed  to  make  the 
heart  of  the  heicurer  bound  in  bis  bosom.    As 
soon  as  the  forms  of  the  f esttve  board  admitted 
it,  they  drew  together,  and  retired  into  an  ob- 
scnre  reoess,  where  each  of  them  poured  out 
his  congratulutions  that  he  had  been  so  happy 
as  to  meet  a  brother,  of  the  same  stock,  and 
speaking  the  same  langoage,  in  so  remote  a 
psrt  of  the  World;  bat,  more  than  all,  whose 
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kuiDCiBiaedy  and  wlio  m  by  inliiitioii 
entoed  iolo  eidi  otihcr's  modes  of  apprehcod» 
iog  and  judging. 

William  liad  tlw  most  to  teil.  Traven  ooald 
Qütf  idate  tkai  he  had  becn  bom  in  the  nrigh- 
bour  Island,  that  he  had  been  aent  to  En^^and 
fiw  edocalion  and  had  icturned»  and  that 
thmtfh  ssbaeqnent  eroeacs  and  nuafottonea 
he  had  been  oUiged  to  qoit  tbe  ialand  et  hia 
birth,  and  had  lecently  kal  bis  father.  Bot 
William  had  just  passed  thnmgh  a  seriea  of 
unpiecedented  Tidssitades,  He  had  been  a 
captive  first,  and  then  in  a  manner  a  alave. 
He  had  made  bis  escupe,  and  had  cüLpericPced 
innumerable  ^'accidents  by  flood  and  ieUL" 
In  his  ardttons  marcfa  he  seemed  to  have  sob- 
sisted  only  by  miracle«  He  had  enoonntered 
oontinual  dai^;ers,  in  the  inhospitable  dcseit, 
firom  hungry  beasts^  and  lawlesa  savagea. 

When  the  two  friends  spoke  of  love^  which 
they  did  not  fiul  soon  to  doj  this  lopic  inucaacd 
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their  mtttual  sympathy.  The  sceue  had  cloBed 
upon  Travers :  bis  miatress  was  married  to 
another,  William  was  not  aware  of  any  such 
circumstance  in  his.case.  But  he  had  been 
twice  viojently  separsted  from  the  idol  ef  his 
heart:  once  he  had  been  sent  to  Canada^  and 
formally  bid  to  despair;  and  then»  when  recall^d 
with  every  promise  of  approaching  felicity^  had 
been  shipwrecked  in  sight  of  land,  in  sight  of 
his  mistress,  and  unaccountably  given  over  to 
a  sertes  of  remorseless  disasters^  which  had 
pursued  hini  Cor  suocessive  years. 

Neither  of  the  two  had  ever  naet  with  an  in^» 
dividual  of  bis  own  sex>  with  whom  his  ideas 
so  thoroughly  accorded.  They  were  like  twias^ 
whom  soine  stränge  event  had  separated^  and 
cast  on  opposite  sides  of  the  globe^  and  who^ 
wheD  they  raet,  then  Ibr  the  first  time  feit  a 
kind  of  repose  and  entire  contentment^  as  if 
half  of  himself  had  been  tom  away  from  each| 
and  was  npw  restored»  so  that  he  became  per^ 

VOL.  If.  M 
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fect,  eqnal  to  sny  encounter,  and  «mied  agaiiwt 
every  afisaiilt  <tf  nature  or  fortone.  TVaven  wai 
the  one  best  proTided  with  worldly  me&ns  to 
effect  whatever  he  purpoeed.  Traven  was  the 
first  to  Bwear  etcmal  fnendship.  He  tmbiir«» 
thened  hia  mind^  and  fdated  to  hia  new  aaao-« 
date  all  the  paiticulan  c^  the  atrai^  malke 
that  had  pursued  the  author  of  hia  betng^  who 
had  first  been  defamed  and  partially  impoTer- 
ished,  and  had  at  last  died,  a  mastyr  to  his 
too  much  virtue.  The  recoUectkm  of  tliis,  to« 
gether  with  the  vound  he  had  himaelf  recebed 
in  the  tenderesi  point^  filled  yonng  TntTnra  top- 
Aill  Witt  iU  will  and  bitlerest  gall,  and  pr^aied 
him  in  a  just  and  generoos  cause,  to  pnnue  the 
man  of  evil,  or  whom  he  ahonld  jndge  auch»  to 
an  irremissible  extremity^  He  was  called  i^nni 
by  the  last  injunctions  of  Ins  father  to  paas  ofer 
to  Eiurope,  and  there  to  conunnmcate  wkh  the 
remaining  branchof  his  familyj  the  elder  brauch, 
that  had  staid  at  home  to  Gttlti?«te  thdr  original 
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demesnes,  wUle  be,  of  a  junior  ttUMck,  hnd 
croased the  Ailantic, to aeek  ^'ftmkwcoiA  and 
panoret  new« 

Travers  and  WilHaai  Boon  heeame  ioaeparable 
in  their  purauits  aod  amusemeata.  Tfaey  read 
tiie  saae  hodkm,  and  ftaiked  of  the  came  auihom. 
Thqr  faimd  a  aurprisiog  jcoincidence  in  Ümt 
tastet.  Hie  same  page  that  had  enebaBted  tjbe 
ene,  channed  the  cther.  When  it  happened 
otherwise,  when  the  one  named  an  aivthor  wük 
approfaatioa  irith  wiich  the  0ther  fi^aa  unac- 
quaiMted,  w  quoted  a  paisage  of  deq>  oeflection 
or  exqakite  grace  ivliich  tlie  mind  of  die  other 
bf  some  acetdest  had  never  vested  vpon,  it  waa 
Vke  Hie  apenifigof  .a  new  mn  of  aome  pvecious 
metal.  It  was  valtied  £»r  itaelf^  and  Talned  for 
the  aake  of  the  hand  tbat  guided  the  stepa  of 
the  li^e^ess  wanderer.  It  was  the  aame  with 
the  beauüee  of  nature  and  art.  They  rodie  and 
walked  together.  In  fiahing  or  hunting,  in 
bataiic  reaearch^  and  in  their  oocaaioiial  riaita 
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to  the  sdect  societies  of  St.  Domingo,  they 
were  inseparabic.  In  one  point  only  tbey 
diflTered.  William  was  impatient  to  retuni 
home,  for  thcre  bis  dearetit  treasure  wvm  gar- 
nered^  and  there  he  anticipated  the  fruition  of 
entire  felicity.  To  Travera,  who  had  no  such 
anticipation,  all  quarters  of  the  globe  were 
equal,  except  as  he  deeired  nothing  so  miich  aa 
to  attend  upon  the  wishes  and  fancies  of  bis 
newly  acquired  fricnd.    . 

While  they  were  waiting  for  a^vesael,  which 
was  shortly  to  convey  them  from  Cape  Franf ois 
to  Havre^  they  in  one  ihstance  joined  a  party  of 
young  men,  who  had  engaged  to  pasa  over  from 
the  bay  to  the  neighbouring  island  of  Tortue^ 
distant  about  two  leagues,  the  object  which 
engaged  them  being  a  hünt  of  the  wiM  bulls 
with  which  the  lesser  Island  abounds.  The  aport 
tras  plentiful,  and  the  party  in  a  high  State  of 
eKhilaration.  In  the  midst  of  a  scene  of  social 
gaiet}',  it  is  almost  impOssible  that  the  most 
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gloomy  and  dejecied  character  should  not  for 
Ihe.moment  folget  his  aorrows.  Travers  no 
longer  thought  of  his  exile  and  his  mistress ; 
and  even  William  just  then  lost  aight  of  the 
knage  of  hia  Margaret. 

In  the  evening  they  retumed  home  by  the 
latne  boat  which  had  carried  them  out.  The 
yoongest  of  the  party,  a  mere  boy  of  ten  or 
twelre  yeara  of  age,  who  had  gone.with  the 
lest  rather  aa  a  spectator  than  a  bunter»  by 
some  accident  feil  overboard.  Travers»  who 
aaw  the  fidl»  with  the  lightning  activity  and 
decision  so  characteriatic  of  a  Creolci  leaped 
immediately  into  the  aea  to  hia  reacue.  By 
thia  time  the  wMe  party  became  anxioua  apec-i 
tatora  of  the  acene.  Travera  preaenüy  caught 
hM  et  theyoothy  and  by  his  strength  and  akill 
beoame  afanoat  cdrtain  of  aaving  him.  Bat  just 
at  the  moment  an  enormous  ehark^  the  universal 
terror  of  theae  aeas»  ^>peared  in  aight,  One  of 
the  peculiaritiea  of  this  animalj  which  mainly 


^46  OXLORAllfX.  CS. 

coAtributes  to  the  OQniteni«fei0B  witk  whkk  be 
k  regBTdtiy  U  thr  Mtonishiog  nqiUity  witk 
wfaieh  he  coto  tbe  waves.  It  remaiiied  certaui 
that  Trscrers  at  least^  who  ^ppcartd  partkiilarly 
lumed  at  by  the  shark,  w<m]d  periah.  WiUiim 
pertiaps  waa  not  ao  akiUol  a  awimaier  aa  hia 
friend;  bat  the  wann  regard  wfaidi  had  in  a 
manner  apning  np  m  a  day  belwecn  him  aad 
Ttären^  penetraked  him  with  encrgy  and  reao- 
faxtion.  He  caught  at  a  diuwn  sword^  whicb^  in 
the  eamestnesB  of  excited  feeling^  waa  lield  by 
Mie  of  the  Company;  and  wteating  it  bom  ita 
holder,  phmged  with  it  into  the  sea«  Wbcther 
or  no  he  was  so  expert  a  awimmer  aa  a  Cieole, 
might  be  diapotedi  bnt  be  wa»  no  mean  pco- 
ficient  in  the  art.  The  affection  he  feit  for  hia 
newiy  acqmfed  friend,  the  moet  eameat  thal 
had  aaimated  him  towarda  any  onc  he  had  aecn 
tinoe  hia-  Bhipwreck  at  Flymouthj  augmcuted 
bis  power«,  and  gaided  hia  hand.  He  difed 
below  the  body  of  the  creatnre  that  waa  now 
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almost  on  the  pcnot  of  accompliahii^  its  feil 
purposej  and  in  an  inatant  inflicted  a  mortid 
wonnd.  The  warea  were  atained  with  the  blood 
of  the  ahark;  the  animal  writhed  in  agony,  and 
theo  presently  tumed  on  its  back^  and  was  atill. 
The  frienda,  and  the  boy  whoae  heedleaaneaa 
faad  produced  this  terrible  acene^  were  all  saved. 
The  mutaal  attachment  of  both  the  aaver  and 
the  saved^  was  by  this  adventore  made  stionger 
than  eFsr. 
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CHAPTER  XVil. 


It  was  not  long  after  this  incident,  that  Trm« 
vers  and  William  enibarked  together  for  Havte« 
William,  who  had  at  length  arrived  within  a 
Short  distance  of  his  natal  shore,  was  aninmted 
with  the  most  impatieut  desire  to  stand  once 
more  within  the  presence  of  Maigaiet,  and  to 
accomplish  that  union  which  had  been  so  dis- 
astrously  interrupted«.  Travers  on  the  olher 
hand,  who  had  come  to  Europe  merely  in  com- 
pliance with  the  injunction  of  his  Seither  to 
renew  the  intercourse  with  the  eider  brauch  of 
his  family,  feit  no  uuwillingness  to  defer  for  a 
Short  time  the  completing  of  that  pnrpose. 
The  friends  therefore,  who  had  latdy  been  in- 
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separable,  now  agreed  to  cross  the  English 
Channel  by  the  earliest  conveyance. 

William^  as  I  have  seid,  made  it  his  biumesfl 
to  fonrard  a  letter  to  Margaret,  by  the  first 
boat  tbat  came  alongside  a&  they  approached 
the  English  ahore.  He  did  not  wait  for  an 
answer,  but  proceeded  with  all  expedition  in 
personal  search  of  his  beloved.  As  he  ap« 
proached  her  residence,  or  any  place  in  which 
he  imagined  that  she  resided,  he  conceived  it 
to  be  due  to  the  sacredness  of  their  relation, 
that  he  shonld  approach  alone*  This  was  the 
reason  why  Travers  was  not  a  witness  to  his 
Visit  to  her  father.  William  desired  his  friend 
to  wait  his  retunr  at  a  viUage  at  no  great  di- 
stanee. 

The  change  which  Travers  observed  in  him 
when  they  met  again,  was  tmly  alarming, 
Hitherto  he  had  seen  nothing  in  his  associate 
bnt  an  eager  desire  to  bless  his  eye  with  the  sight 
of  her  from  whom  he  had  been  so  calamitously 
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>>T.  B«i  mam^  vkoi  thk  tuns  Ünty  met»  Wil« 
finn  ifpewcd  Me  Gke  m  UoadkiB,  unfaid 
riMs^  UiM  ihe  picaeiioe  of  a  Ufing  msD.  Tbey 
kad  parterf  for  mhccIt  moR  than  an  hour; 
and  a  ihaifc  Short  ahoenoe  tbe  lovcr  bad  beoome 
sa  allijiil»  aa  lo  he  acaicely  reoognisaUe  lor 
tke  saaw  ittdifidoal.  Hk  gakty,  tha  exubennt 
life  whkh  had  penraded  crery  limb  and  art^ 
cuhHonof  Ua  fraaae»  waa  gonafiir  cver;  and 
in  ila  place  had  snocecdad  indifcationa  and  an 
exprcflaina  of  deapair  that  l^Ttrs  coidd  noi 
witncas  without  Icmr* 

The  Weat  Indiaa  was  in  a  iidUi  adjoining  to 
the  Tillage  inn,  when  he  pereetved  WiBiaai 
appmarhing.  He  tan  towarda  him.  Wilinua 
cottld  acaicely  aaatain  himadf •  He  fett  on  the 
neck  of  hia  ftiend  in  apccchkaa  i^ony»  At 
leiiglh,  TVatcn,  he  cried^  it  ia  aB  at  an  cnd 
withaael  Why  hnve  I  oatlhrad  the  diaaalen 
otymni  Why  dU  not  I  periah  bfdupwiedt? 


Why  WM  I  Aoi  so  happy  fis  to  die  in  ilavery 
aincuig^tlieSipaiiiBhooIoiiiflUof  Amenca)  What 
etil  geimB  mged  ane  to  cbou  tiie  dernttB,  to 
flmnmon  up  an  nnakrinking  courage^  to  cn* 
coQBfter  huBger  and  privatuma  of  crerjr  aort, 
to  oontend  widi  inforiated  beasta  of  ptey^  and 
tiie  contmkig  and  subüe  malice  of  tiie  savage, 
man  ?  I  bäte  been  reserved  for  that  whick  U 
meonqparably  more  dieadfiü.  For  God's  aake, 
ratore  to  me  the  worat  and  bitfiereak  of  tiiese 
cakunitieBy  Teatoie  to  me  the  bksaed  ignonmce, 
wkfa  wUch»  if  it  had  endured  to  my  latest  bMath, 
I  migkt  have  amikd  npon  the  Idag  of  tenors, 
and  aaid.  Still  am  I  the  bdorady  the  &vonred  and 
happy -dadsng-of  my  Margaret^  never  thoiight 
of  by  her  wiAoiit  amiks  of  cansolation ! 

By  degveea  WilUun  recovered  strangth  and 
compoanre  to  detail  hia  misfinrtiiDe  to  hja  friend. 
Travera  woidd  fain  have  disbeUeyed  ct.  He 
aaU^Sarelytherefnuatbesomemistakel  When 
ha  eooU  no  looger  bare  the  gratifioation  to 
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dofttbt,  he  feit  almoet  as  deeply  88  l^VUliam, 
that  his  caknnity,  with  all  Us»  aggramtionB, 
was  peiiiapa  wHhoot  a  parallel.  The  bystander, 
where  tbere  is  an  entire  attachment^  is  in  some 
respects  more  to  be  pitied  than  the  principaL 
The  {Mioeipal  in  a  maaner  gloriea  in  the  exoess 
of  his  woe ;  he  drinka  to  the  dregs  the  cup  of 
uniitterahle  anguish;  he  says^  I  stand  alone;  I 
am  a  spectacle  for  men  and  angels«  His  mind 
18  confounded^  his  wits  vnsettkd  with  the 
depth  of  his  suffering ;  he  is  mad.  Bat  the 
bystander  sees  it  all,  and  makes  no  mistake. 
He  is  in  the  eclipse  of  a  gloomy  sobriety  ;  all 
with  him  is  orderly  and  penqpicuous;  he  has 
no  majestic  part  to  play ;  he  sees  that  his  fiiead 
is  beyond  the  reach  of  consoladon ;  and  be  is 
cast  down  to  the  dost  with  the  sense  of  bis 
own  impotence.  Such  was  the  condition  of 
Travels. 

William  regarded  it  as  the  bist  indulgenoe 
of  which  he  was  susceptible,  to  repair  to  the 
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dwelling  hi  whicb  Margaret  resided«  To  look 
apon  the  roof  that  coVered  her^  and  the  win* 
dow  by  whieh  she  occasionally  paased,  would 
still  be  B  gratification.  He  might  chance  to 
gain  a  distant  view  of  her  figure,  hinnelf  un- 
«een.  Travers  could  not  oppose  a  propositioii, 
apparently'so  harmleBS.  He  said  to  himself,  I 
vill  suffer  my  friend  to  take  bis  füll  awing  in 
the  natural  indulgence  of  bis  sorrows  $  he  will 
be  the  better  for  it.  It  is  in  vain  to  endeavour 
to  slicm  the  ocean  in  the  omnipotenee  of  its 
rage.  By  and  by  it  will  bave  speat  itself.  A 
calm  naturally  succeedd  to  the  violence  of  the 
tempest.  Lassitude  and  a  sort  of  calamitous 
repose  are  the  inevitable  sequence  of  preter* 
natural  exertions.  It  will  then  be  time  to  try 
what  I  can  do.  Little,  alas !  very  little  will 
be  in  my  power.  Bat  so  glorious  a  creature, 
a  man  so  formed  to  scatter  incessant  blessings 
on  all  aronnd  him,  must  not  be  lost; — ^Travers 
therefore  encouraged  William  in  bis  fantastic 
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enterprifle^  and  only  oondittoMd  irith  Um,  thit 
he  dicnüd  in  all  cases  be  a  spectator,  never  od 
actor^  in  his  meditated  expeditioa. 

The  friends  took  up  a  temponoy  abode  at  a 
iown  four  or  five  miies  disUmt  firom  the  le»* 
dence  of  Margaret.  Here  William  innated  that 
Trayers  should  renudn  and  prooeed  no  fiuther. 
I  go,  he  Said,  as  Petrarch  made  a  pilgrimage 
to  the  grave  of  his  Laura,  for  the  luxury  of 
weeping  with  the  tomb  of  mjr  beloved  befoce 
me.  The  ancient  and  veneraUe  maneion  of 
Deloraine  in  har  manaoleam»  On  such  an 
occaaion  my  sorrowa  are  sacred.  No  Uving 
tbing,  who  can  read  my  feelings,  and  interpiet 
my  gestures,  must  approach.  I  muat  be  siir» 
rounded  with  solitude,  even  as  if  the  mauao* 
leum  stood  by  itself  on  a  desolate  Island.  There 
must  be  nothing  to  restrain  the  overflowiag  of 
my  agonies.  They  shall  be  speni,-**Tnureni,  I 
swear  to  you,  they  shall  be  spent,— on  myself 
alone.    To  the  eonoeptions  of  ordinary  mortds 
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Mttgtrefc  still  live»^  und  is  miased  whb  the 
affidrs  of  human  beinga.  Biit  to  me^she  is 
like  Merlio,  the  pioshety  ahut  up  by  an  omnU 
potent  dmrm  in  a  tomb  of  her  own  constrtict- 
ii^y  wfaeie  »he  nmst  remain»  alive  and  oonadons^ 
bat  wiAoat  power  of  escape^  tili  the  final  close 
of  eardily  thinga  ahall  arrive» 

Travers  confonned  himaelf  to  the  desirea  of 
hia  fneaad«  Every  day  WilUam  aet  out  on  hia 
pOgrknage  to  the  dwelling  of  hia  beloved; 
and  every  night  he  retamed,  overlaboiired  and 
apiritleaa^  lese  livtng  than  dead,  to  the  care  and 
anxiouB  watchfohiesa  of  Travera*  Hia  friend 
began  to  be  alanned  in  conjecturing  where  all 
thia  vould  end.  He  endeavoored  to  ezpoatu- 
late  and  draw  William  away;  and  to  aay^  Thia 
ia  enough !  Bat  atill  the  predeatined  youth 
peraiated. 

At  length  the  day  amv€d,  when  William 
retumed  no  more.  Travera  became  greatly 
alarmed.    Hitherto  his  friend  had  never  fidied 
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to  sbow  himself  nightly  at  the  town,  though 
often  in  the  tnost  pitiable  State«  TraTers  well 
knew  the  direction  in  which  William  had  pro- 
ceeded.  The  nnhappy  youth  had  wandered  in 
many  an  irregulär  maze^  and  had  wom  the  sod 
in  a  manuer  bare  with  bis  inoesaant  perambn« 
lations.  But  there  was  one  point  that  was  sure 
to  be  the  centre  of  bis  circoits.  Of  thia  Tra- 
vers  was  fully  aware;  and  he  set  out,  with 
impressions  of  the  deepent  anxiety,  to  aneertain 
wbat  was  become  of  bis  friend. 

With  no  great  difficulty  he  discovered  the 
cottage^  where  William  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  calling  and  engaging  in  casual  intercoarse 
with  its  inhabitants.  Travers  entered  their 
apartment,  and  solicitously  enquired  after  any 
intelligence  they  could  ^ve  bim  of  bis  friend. 
The  old  woman  and  her  daughters  said,  they 
had  never  been  able  to  make  out  the  chafacter 
of  their  visitor.  He  had  always  been  roosC 
particularly  inquisitive  conceming  the  femily 
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at  the  mai»ion*bou8e,  yet  had  never  shewn 
hunself  at  ^eir  doorn.  They  6aw  that  he  was 
a  peTBon  that  had  been  a  good  deal  in  foreign 
ooantries«  He  was  something  like  a  sailor,  yet 
had  Ycry  much  the  manners  of  a  gentleman« 
They  sometimes  fancied  that  he  might  have 
been  a  former  lover  of  the  lady  at  the  great 
boiise,  and  had  come  home,  and  found  the 
person  mamed,  whom  he  had  counted  upon 
making  bis  wife*  But  he  had  never  dropped 
a  Word  to  them  that  looked  that  way«  Two  or 
tbree  times  persons  had  called  at  their  cottage, 
and  enqnired  with  ßome  eamestness  respeoting 
their  accidental  guest.  One  was  a  lady,  not 
the  lady  from  the  great  bouse,  but  another  who 
lived  several  miles  further  from  thenu  More 
lately,  a  servaut  belonging  to  the  squire  had 
come  on  the  same  errand.  But,  only  four  days 
ago,  I  had  myself  driven  to  the  cottage,  and 
left  a  billet  for  the  stranger,  written  with  a 
pencil,  which,  the  day  after,  he  had  receiv^d 


258  PBLOmAIMJE.  CB. 

from  thou.  Whal  were  the  oonte&te  of  tlie 
billet  they  koew not;  but  the  straoger  pumed 
bis  coarae  as  beföie,  hovering  yound  the  gieait 
houae,  which  he  appeaved  to  regard  widi  muck 
attentioB  from  the  brook>  and  from  the  häl 
whkh  afforded  him  a  wid^  piospect.  Thua 
he  had  employed  himaelf  that  day  and  the 
next.  Each  day  he  had  apent  a  few  miwntea 
at  their  oottage.  On  the  third  they  had  aeeii 
him  for  the  last  time.  He  had  gone  fonrard 
as  b^ore  in  the  direction  of  my  reeidenoe. 

This  intelligence  added  conaiderahly  to  Ihe 
uneaainesB  of  Trayera.  It  was  cm  the  tnaiag 
q{  ihe  third  day,  that  William  fint  fidkd  of  le« 
toming  to  the  neighbouxing  town.  The  fouith 
waa  dedicated  by  bis  f riend  to  the  endeaveiifiDg 
to  aacertain  the  cause  of  bis  abaenoe.  The  oot* 
tagers  had  seen  him,  aa  nearly  asTravera  eooU 
diaco?er,  in  lesa  than  two  hoiura  from  the  tune 
vben  he  had  left  bis  lodgii^.  Aa  die  Ckeok 
qppeared  anidoas  to  obtain  die  fidleat  infor- 


maüoftk  they  omUI  albrd^  the  old  womaa  pro- 
eeeded  to  Üie  widcet  before  her  door^  and 
poiated  oat  to  him  the  path  which  led  to  the 
brock  wtth  a  bridge,  and  the  knoU  thst  com- 
mmded  a  Yieir  of  my  hoose  and  gaidena. 

Aided  by  tfaia  durectbn  Traveni  aet  forwatd* 
After  a  ahort  time  he  aaoended  the  biow^  and 
looked  down  upon  the  honae  and  gardena  which 
he.had  never  before  aeen.  There  waa  a  foot- 
way  that  led  akmg  under  the  garden*  wall.  In 
thifl  foot-way  he  obaerved  a  peaaant,  who 
panaed  in  hia  waUc^  and  aeemed  to  be  looking 
caNlnlly  «t  aosne  oljgect  which  had  canght  hia 
attention«  Tasten  hailed  lum^  and  haatened 
to  the  qpot  wheie  he  atood. 

What  ia  it,  my  good  man^  said  he,  that  yoa 
are  looking  for  ? 

Notlmigy  replied  the  peaaant :  but  I  feit  aor- 
priaed  to  aee  the  graaa  on  thia  apot  atained  with 
blood.  Some  aoddent  haa  happened,  perhapa 
to  one  of  the  ahe^. 
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Travers  obsenred,  and  thought  die  blood  on 
ihe  grass  more  than  such  a  cause  would  accoimt 
for.  The  peasant  passed  on.  Travera  did  not 
attempt  to  detain  him.  Upon  a  narrower  in<* 
spection  he  discoveied  that  the  apota  of  blood, 
though  inconsiderable  after  the  first  eSusion, 
trent  on,  and  at  length  stopped  at  a  amall  door 
leading  into  my  garden« 

He  wanted  no  fiirther  hint  than  this,  to  in«« 
dnce  him  to  push  forward,  and  hasten  to  tbe 
principal  entrance  of  the  house.  At  the  door 
he  encountered  the  carriage  of  Dr.  Allen.  He 
asked  of  the  attendants  whether  this  was  the 
house  of  Mr.  Delonune,  and  was  told  that  it 
was.  He  immediately  entered  the  hall,.. and 
was  doabtful  for  a  moment  how  he  should  pro- 
ceed.  A  servant  presently  came  down  the  great 
stair-case.  Travers  addressed  him,  and  asked 
for  bis  master.  Mr.  Deloraine  was  from  h<mie« 
When  was  he  expected  ?  The  servant  could  not 
teil.    He  had  left  tbe  house  yesterday* 


XVII.  DELOEAINE.  261 

There  was  somefchiiig  in  the  general  appear- 
aace  of  TraTen,  that  seemed  to  call  for  more 
than  ordinary  atteation  and  Tieapect;  and  on 
the  preaent  oceasion  his  mind  was  excited^  and 
tbe  fire  in  hia  eye  waa  unusnally  atriking«  The 
ibatman  feit  that  he  could  not  ahake  him  off, 
or  quit  him  abruptly. 

There  was  a  carriage,  Travers  observed,  at 
the  door,  which  seemed  to  be  the  carriage  of  a 
physician :  was  any  one  ill  ? 

The  physician  was  sent  for  to  his  mistress. 
Bat  the  footman  was  afraid  it  was  too  late.  He 
feared  that  his  lady  was  dead. 

Dead !  and  the  master  left  home  yeaterday  ! 
This  Struck  Travers.    Had  she  been  long  ill  ? 

Sfae  had  been  ill  some  time.  But  her  death 
was  sttdden. 

Had  she  been  out  lately  ?  Travers  began  to 
suspect  that  Margaret  and  his  friend  might 
have  met  each  other  by  accident. 

She  walked  a  Uttle  way  only  yesterday. 
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Walked  ycstefday !  and  deadi  to-day !  This 
WM  nmckiT— Travere  paoed  tbe  liali  wkh  im- 
patknt  Btrides.  He  coold  acaicely  ooalain 
hiflaadf.  He  direeted  die  footman  to  aigiiify 
to  the  doctor  tk«t  «  atnoger  requeated  im* 
mediate  adauasioii.  It  -waa  graated.  Traven 
found  Dr.  Allen  and  the  magiatxate  togeUier. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 


TsAVsas  apologised  for  liis  intrtnion ;  st  the 
saiiie  time  that  he  tnisted  im  motive  wobU 
nHfficicntly  exphun  his  ftbraptness«  He  luid 
cone  in  afttendance  on  a  dear  fnend  to  tbe 
ndghboarliMd  of  this  place.  They  had  fer 
sevefal  duy^  tak«i  up  thar  residence  at  the 
tomn  ioBT  €9  ^^  wSitB  aß.  Thot^hiliey  were 
aepanetod  daring  tlie  day-time,  thejr  met  and 
fliept  erery  night  at  the  diief  inn  in  that  town. 
Last  night  for  the  first  thne  Ins  fnend  had 
fafled  to  retmn ;  and  he  had  set  out  in  search 
oF  him.  He  had  tnioed  him  to  a  cottage  not 
fgat  distant ;  and  tibe  people  there  had  diiected 
lum  toDdoraine  Park^  as  a  spot  he  liad  abnost 
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daily  baunted.  Travers  cUmbed  a  knoll  tfaat 
commanded  tbe  wbole  prospect,  aiid  bad  been 
led  by  accideot  to  a  spot  ^utside  tbe  gardeo« 
wall,  wbere  be  saw  a  coni^iderable  stain  of 
blood.  He  traced  this  blood  to  a  small  door 
leading  into  tbe  garden,  and  there  it  stopped. 

You  muBt  excuse  me,  gentlemen^  be  siud,  if 
yott  ahould  cousider  this  as  an  insufficieiit  apo« 
logy  for  my  intrusion.  My  iriend^  wboae  aaiiie 
and  bistory  I  could  4^tail  to  you,  if  tbis  were 
tbe  proper  place^  bad  irresialible  motyres  that 
impelled  Mm  to  bannt  tbe  bouse  of  Deiondiie, 
Yesterday  be  was  seen  near  tbia  spot*  To-djqf 
I  approacb  tbe  garden,  and  beneatk  tbe  ivall  I 
discover  a  considerable  effiision  of  blood.  I 
could  not  resist  tbe  impulse  to  eaquire  further« 
I  find  tbat  tbe  lady  of  tbe  booae  eiqiued  aad» 
denly  yesterday,  and  that  Deloraiiie  kft  bis 
home  sbortly  after.  One  question  I  maat  be 
allowed  to  a^k ;  and,  if  tbat  qipestioQ  ia  f/atly 
and  satisfactorily  answered,  I  shall  oeaae  to 
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giire  yott  any  ftniher  tioiiUe«  Ib  there  at  thb 
moraent  only  one  dead  body  in  the  house^  or 
vre  theie  two  ?  C«n  yoa  give  me  no  ligfat  re- 
spectiag  the  sudden  and  miBpidoiu  diaqppear- 
ance  of  my  friend  ? 

Dr.  Allen  acknoirledged  th^t  there  was  an- 
oUier  dead  body,  that  of  a  stranger  to  himaelf 
and  every  one  in  the  liouse,  who  appeared  to 
liave  met  a  violent  death  fixnn  the  diecharge  of 
a  piatol.  Stepa  had  already  been  taken  to  siun- 
mon  the  ooroner  of  the  diatricty  that  he  might 
pitmomoe  officially  npon  00  unfortanate  an 
efent;  and  they  e^ery  moment  expected  hm 
amval.  Tlie  doctor  added,  that  the  other  gen- 
tleman  Trarers  found  with  him  was  a  neigh- 
booring  magittrate,  wfaom  Dr.  Allen  had  re* 
qoeated  to  &Tour  tfiem  with  bis  countenance 
and  adviee  on  tbe  oocaaion. 

Travera  demaiided  that  he  abould  instantly 
be  adsiitted  to  aee  the  body  of  the  stranger 
His  w<MrBt  fears  wäre  realised.    In  the  garb 
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and  features  he  mstanüy  recogoiBed  his  ub- 
lortttDttle  friend.  For  a  shori  time  he  itm 
abaosbed  in  grief .  Herethenended  thehistory 
of  tbe  unhappy  WiUiam  1  He  turned  U>  the 
by-  Btandera-  He  aaid,  TWs  it  indeed  the  mm 
I  eame  to  Beek.  Every  thing  relatiiig  to  the 
catastrophe  k  myatenous.  It  must  bc  eearch- 
ed  to  the  bottom.  I  cannot  leave  the  spot  tili 
the  matter  has  been  fuUy  inyeBtigated. 

Dr.  Allen  and  the  magistfate  inimediatdy 
admitted  the  right  of  Trave»  to  be  present  oo 
the  occasion.  After  having  lemained  ^  long 
in  the  summcr-houae  aa  waB.neceaaary,  thcy 
guggCBted  the  propriety  of  quitting  the  apart- 
irtent,  and  locking  the  door.  Travera,  with 
the  conaent  of  the  other  tw»,  took  ftom  the 
j)odcet  of  the  deceaaed  oertaia  papeia»  whieh 
he  cursorily  exhibited,  and  which  estaUidied 
beyond  a  doubt  the  ideatity  of  hb  friend*  Dr. 
AUen  then  locked  the  door,  and  gave  Ihe  J»y 
to  the  magißtrate.    Travel»  nfuaed  again  to 
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tnter  the  house,  and  employed  his  time  in 
Walking  up  and  down  the  garden  in  every  di- 
rection.  It  aufficiently  appeared  in  the  lequel 
that  his  thoughts  were  engaged  in  vowing  that 
ao  stone  shcrald  be  left  untiirned  to  arrive  at 
the  whole  trnth  respecting  so  depIoonUe  a 
catastrophe,  and  that  wheever  it  was  that  had 
been  the  means  of  depriving  William  of  life 
should  be  puraued  with  imremitting  diligence, 
tili  the  Tengeanoe  of  law  in  its  füllest  extent 
had  been  executed  npon  him. 

The  coroner  in  no  long  time  arriyed.  As 
soon  aa  he  came,  Travers  was  invited  with  the 
lest  to  attend  him.  A  jury  was  impanneled 
to  sit  tipon  the  bodies.  Mr.  Bartram»  the 
magiatrate»  consented  to  be  the  foreman.  It 
was  snggested  as  a  matter  of  propriety,  that  as 
few  of  the  jury  as  might  be  should  be  chosen 
from  among  my  tenants.  The  coroner  issued 
Vm  precepts ;  and  the  inquest  was  appointed 
for  ib(B  following  moming. 

n2 
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It  was  fioon  fotind  that  my  servants  codd 
give  little  Information ;  and  the  coroner  readily 
assented  to  hear  firom  Travers  whaterer  he 
thougfat  proper  to  relate  of  the  history  of  the 
deceased.  Travers  acoordingly  «tated^  that  he 
bad  first  known  William  ahout  twdtre  months 
stnce  in  the  Island  of  St.  Domingo,  and  that 
all  he  oould  relate  that  bore  on  the  present  en- 
quiry  he  had  leamed  firom  the  Ups  of  hia  friend. 
But  they  had  been  on  terms  of  nnreaer?ed  in- 
timacy ;  and  he  had  often  heard  him  speak  of 
the  affection  which  had  subsisted  between  him- 
self  and  Margaret  Borradale.  He  had  retumed 
to  England,  after  three  years  of  compalsory 
absence,  to  claim  the  hatad  of  bis  betrothed ; 
and  Travers  had  accompaüied  him  in  bis  expe- 
dition.  A  few  weeks  ago  he  had  leamed  witfi 
inexpressible  horror  that  Margaret  Borradak 
no  longer  existed^  but  that^beüeving  him  deäd, 
she  had  become  the  wife  of  Ddoraine.  It  was 
now  abont  a  week  fhat  the  two  firienda  htd 
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taken  up  their  abod&  at  tbe  ne^bbourii^rtown» 
fimo  whenoe  William  had  sfst  out  daily  upon  a 
pilgrimi^  to  gain  a  sigbt  of  the  houae  wbere 
bis  bek|¥e4  reaidedi  He  confttaotly  asaqred 
Trayen^  that  he  VQuld  <m  no  acoount  intrude 
lato  tbe  preaence  of  Mr9.  Ddoniine,  but  that 
be coqld  not&r  tbe  prescnt refiiae  himpelf  the 
Indulgence  of  looking  at  ber  bahitatioQ^  and, 
aa  it  migbt  chanoe^  aeeing  ber  in  her  carriage  at 
a  diatance,  bimaelf  unaeen.  The  day  befbre 
yesterday  Travera  bad  apoken  to  bim  for  tbe 
bwt  time,  aqd^  miaaing  bim  in  the  evening, 
bad  aei  out  with  tbe  dawn  of  the  next  day  in 
aearcb  of  bim«,  He  feit  that  be  knew  mucb  of 
bia  mqtkma  and  bia  baunta;  and  aceordingly^ 
fiEom  that  cjrcnmatance,  and  fa^oured  by  acci* 
dent,  be  apeedUy  traced  bim  to  the  apot  on 
wbich  be  es^ired.  Travera  added,  that  the 
aervjnta  pf  Dekraine,  if  tbey  wonld  apeak.  the 
tciitb,  could  giye  the  best  aocount  of  bia  laat 
and  cbaing  acene.  .  He  adyiaed^  that  the  in« 
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habitaBl6  cf  fhe  ccyttage  ibhould  be  samiiKnied^ 
who  were  lihe  last  persom  to  whom  Wiffiam 
htid  spok«n.  He  conoluded  with  soleinnly 
ABserting^  that  the  deeeased  was  a  person  et 
the  mo8t  ttnspotted  mann««  and  nnimpeach* 
able  cbaracter,  and  ibat^  wbaterer  cansea  had 
led  to  this  deplorable  catastrophe,  it  was  im- 
possible  that  he  should  have  been  in  the 
tsmallest  de^ree  in  fault. 

The  iiemuning  circumstancea  were  supptted 
by  my  own  serrants.  Thej  admitted  that  the 
stranger  had  fallen  by  my  band«  There  was 
no  opportunity  however  for  a  charge  o(  previona 
malice^  as  having  produced  the  catastrophe. 
Every  thifig  pass^  on  the  instant,  I  having 
leaped  ft*om  my  canriage  with  a  pistol  in  my 
hand,  and  advanced  with  eagemess  to  the  fiital 
Spot;  not  a  word  had  been  spoken  on  either 
aide.  On  another  point  the  senrants  dellvered 
themselves  with  delicacy  and  reserre,  being  aft 
once  an^ous  to  palliate  my  violence,  and  not 
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U>  ca»t  aay  anbeeomiiig  ia^uUrtSün  an  tbdr 
unfortttiiate  nmtress»  They  admitted»  tbat 
Margaset  and  the  atraqger  bad  been  diaooveted 
in  a  fimoiliar  and  cMfidential  altltude  sitting 
on  the  tmf ;  and  thejr  affirmed  their  perauasion^ 
tbat  it  was  thia  apectacle  tbat  worked  me  to 
extremitjr«  They  were  reqmred  to  State  pre* 
daely  wbat  tbey  saw ;  and  tbe  reault  was  tbat 
they  obseired  notbing  in.any  way  licentious  or 
indecenty  bnt  tbat  tbe  mference  was  a  strong 
expression  of  kindness  and  entire  good  under- 
Standing  between  tbe  parties.  They  were  far- 
ther  called  npon  to  speak  as  to  any  previous 
knowledge  tbey  might  have  bad  *of  tbe  person 
of  tbe  deceased.  To  tbis  tbey  answered  with 
the  utmost  dearness.  Up  to  tbe  day,  and  to 
the  very  uistant  of  the  catastropbe^  tbey  bad 
never  seen  bim.  Tbey  were  of  course  wholly 
ignonmt  of  any  prerioos  intercot^rse  between 
the  stranger  and  their  mistress.  He  bad  i^ever 
viuted  at  tbe  house ;  and  Margaret,  for  a  con- 
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«IdMiMe  time  past,  lud  scaroely  been  from 
hcMiie«  The  cotti^m  had  little  fo  add  to  the 
evidenoe  already  given.  lliey  had  aeen  the 
deceaaed  almost  daily  for  geveral  days  pa^t 
uoder  their  toof»  He  had  been  firom  the  fint 
mcMit  paiticiilar  in  his  enqukies  respecting  the 
fioidly  at  the  great  hon^,  and  his  walka,  wheu 
he  went  front  them  in  the  day-time^  had  always 
been  in  that  direction. 

Such  waff  the  sum  of  die  e videnoe  laid  before 
the  coroDer^fl  inquest  on  the  foUowing  moming. 
Th^  task  devoWed  on  thot  gentleman  to  com- 
ment  on  the  testimony  addaced.  He  aud, 
there  coaM  be  no  donbt  that  ibe  dboeased  feil 
by  my  band,  that  I  waa  amed^  and  the  persoo 
I  had  killed  was  weaponkaa,  had  discoTered 
no  intentioB  üt  asaafling,  and  had  had  no  space 
for  retistiibg  me.  These  were  the  piincipal  con* 
Btituents  of  what  the  law  denominatea  die 
crime  of  mnrder.  The  only  fiirther  drcum* 
■tance  for  the  aHisideratton  of  the  jury, 


* 
iriiether  thefe  had  be»  Buffident  tiiae  .iiil«^ 
pqaedtoafibcd  loomforwjbaitour.jttiiipTiidkiice 
ri^arded  bs  malips  afozethoiif^  or  whelibßf 
my  act  had  been  so  soddciily  perprtrated»  aa  to 
exdttde  what  waa  technkally  atyled  maüiee« 
Hie  law  was  wisely  jealoua  on  this  liead;.vaad 
the  sligbtest  intenral  between  the  piavocation 
and  the  conseqnent  act^  ginng  opportimitj^  for 
deliberatioo^  was  alwäys  constraed  aa  inferring 
nudice.  The  life  of  man  was  the  niost  sacred 
of  all  poBsessions;  it  must  not  be  trifled  withal; 
and  instinct  itself  had  wisely  hedged;  in-  the 
thonght  of  destroying  it  with  i^deacxlbable 
shrinking  and  horror.  As  to  the  cause  that 
prompted  my  violence,  the  proyoeation  had 
been  discovered  by  me  as.I  sat  in  my  earriage ; 
I  had  opened  the  door^  had  leaped  out,  aud  had 
run  a  certain  distance ;  this  intenral  imdoubt- 
edly  constituted  such  an  assignaUe  portion  of 
time  as  the  law  prescribed  to  a  malicious  killing.- 
Jealousy  was  certainly  one  of  tho^e  in^ulsea 
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which  the  law  legBxdeA  wiüi  special  alkmaiice. 
There  luiglit  bc  many  drciiiiiBtancm  of  nutq^ 
tion  in  my  fiBVOUr ;  andheliopedlahoiildbeable 
to  estaUish  a  caae  whidi  w<mU  dear  me  firom 
the  capital  charge.  Tliere  was  enougli  howefer 
in  whatbad  now  been  aworn  to,  to  make  it  im- 
perative on  them  to  pronoance  a  venfict  of 
wilfiil  murder  againat  me,  and  to  send  me  to  a 
Jury  of  my  country.  This  verdict  waa  aoeord* 
ingly  fofund  and  recorded ;  and  the  eoroner  in 
oonclusion  issued  bis  Warrant  for  my  appre« 
hension.  The  case  of  Maigaret  was  next 
considered;  and  she  was  prononnoed  to  bave 
died  by  ^^the  Visitation  of  Ood." 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 


TMJkVSMS  ÜBtened  to  the  whole  of  tbia  pro- 
ceeding  witk  intense  interest ;  his  countenance 
aad  bis  gegtutai  discorered  in  a  variety  of  ways 
the  perturbation  of  bis  mind,  tbougb  be  en- 

< 

deaTOUEed  by  all  the  mei^s  in  his  power  to 
control  them«  He  regarded  WilUam^  £rom 
every  tbing'  he  had  known  of  him,  as  of  all 
n^en  the  moat  worthy  to  be  lovedj  and  the 
inoet  unfortanate.  He  reaolved  that  a  lasting 
tomb  should  be  erected  to  bis  memory,  and 
that,  aa  among  the  ancient  Greeks^  the  blood 
of  a  human  sacrifice  should  be  spilled  upon  it. 
He  considered  himself  aa  the  being  upon  whom 
the  care  of  fulfilling  this  to  the  minutest  letter 
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WM  devolvcd*  WiUuun  had  left  no  kkdnd, 
and,  tfarough  hia  long  abienoe  firom  kifl  com- 
tiy,  had  perhapa  acarody  a  frieod  io  Oveat 
Britauu  I  bad  doublleaa  taken  advautage  of 
thia  circumBtance,  and  had  flaltered  niTidf  (ao 
Travers  painted  it  to  bis  thongfata),  that  I  oonld 
remove  an  un  welcome  intruder  «pon  asy  cnjojr- 
ments  and  my  peaee,  and  that  no  maa  woold 
regard  it.  But  it  ahould  be  aeea  beie^  cfCA  aa 
we  read  it  in  the  Scripturesj  that  Qod  ahonld 
shew  himaelf  ^'aUe  even  firom  the  atxmes  off 
the  earth  to  raise  up*'  an  avenger.  Hhnaelf, 
from  a  distant  quarter  of  the  globe  and  anotber 
hemisphere,  had  been  hrought  to  the  very  apot 
^for  thia  special  purpoae^  to  teaeh  me  that  the 
life  of  a  man  ten  thonaand  timea  worthicr  than 
myself,  shoald  not  be  aaerifieed  witk  impmiity 
to  my  causelesa  jealoosy,  and  my  fiear  eren  of 
the  shadow  of  a  rivai.  He  had  known  all 
William*»  miapeakable  excelleneies;  he  had 
atudied  them  finom  day  to  day  withoat  eier 


eommg  to  an  end  of  tb^n;  could  read  in  that 
veoord  &nd  comUniKtloii  of  high  qtialities  Ibr 
ever  and  for  e?er*  WlffiBm  had  delirered  faim 
ham^be  jawt  of  the  sea^iäoiMter^  when  in  the 
od  to  devonr  faim;  and  Ifae  life  he  had  aa^ed 
ahould  now  iA  thia  extremil^  be  wholly  conae- 
Grated  to  ahevr  the  sense  Travera  entertained  of 
the  beneft  he  had  vtceirtA.  He  wonM  htmt 
me  to  the  earth'a  utmoet  vefge  s 

He  would  dwindle,  peak  and  pine ; 
SIetp  sfaeuld,  neither  night  nor  day» 
Hang  apon  bis  pent-hoose  lid : 

he  wouM  penetrate  into  e?ery  hiding  place  that 
conld  conceal  me ;  ''  no  place^  though  e'er  so 
holy^  ahould  protect  me?  ho  shape  that  artful 
feat  e'er  formed  shoold  shield  me:"  but  I 
fdiould  Buffer  to  the  utmoat  fetter  the  vengeance 
that  the  kw  has  reaerved  fbr  the  moat  unspeak- 
able  of  erimea. 

TraiverB  obtained  by  hia  importunity  a  dupli- 
cate  of  the  Warrant  for  my  apprehension.    He 
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Said  thera.wa»  raiBan  to  fiear  tbat  I  niglit  Im 
upon  .the.  point  of  qmttiiig  Em^lAiid*  .The 
orfinary  ofioen  for  executiDg  mxh.  a  BPanaat 
mil^t  be  iodifferanüjr  quaUfed,  and  would 
scarcely  be  prevailed  on  to  jnake  exerturaa  btr 
yond  A  ceitain  point,  or  to  paaa  to  fiNrdgn 
oonntriea  to  infinroe  it.  He  deaired  nothing  bat 
justice ;  if  the  law  pnmovnced  me  goQtkas  of 
the  crime  of  iiuirder5  he  ahould  be  contflDted* 
Bttt  he  was  reacdred  I  aboiild  be  pbuxd  undcr 
the  jadgment  of  thni  law*  If  I  had  paaaed  to 
other  countries,  he  would  not  on  that  aoooiml 
oeaae  to  puraue  me.  If  he  posaeaaed  a  diyBcaie 
of  the  Warrant,  that  would  be  a  doomnait» 
authentically  deaigaating  me  and  my  ofeioei 
and  the  proper  offioera  in  fordgn  cooptriea 
might  be  induced  to  back  it,  and  to  aaaiat  in 
my  apprehenaion,  and  in  the  delivering  me  iqp« 
There  could  be  no  impropriety  in  grantii^  hm 
requeat ;  and,  if  it  were  refiiaed,  it  would  be 
too  piain  that,  while  they  pretended  a  aeal  fcr 


Justice)  the^  irere  4iipMed  tu  «tfr  ai  utile  a 
ivüy  as  thcy  «xwld,  and  urere  indine^  to  ihdtM 
the  opalettty  aad^  aa  tliejr  rmght  call  it,  tiia 
hottoivaUe  offender^  against  the  cause  of  iht 
frie&dkes« 

Tlie  last  derireexpmsed  byTravers  was  Unt 
tlie  body  of  hts  finend  slould  be  sunendered  So 
lüs  €Bie.    IUb  was  lesdily  conceded  to  bim. 
He  4migbt  ont  the  TiUage-cfaiircfayard  wbeie 
the  h&et  and  mother  of  William  had  been  !a> 
terred  xtpon  the'banks  of  the  Severn.    The 
faneral  was  witii  all  piivacyi  there  was  mme 
hvA  TfBTers  to  moom.    The  chnrehyatd  was 
obsciire)  humble  and  trapvetending.     A  few 
yew-tiees  were  scattered  here  and  there.   Three 
of  thcm  grew  near  the  grave  of  William  md  bis 
pare&tS)  as  if  shadowing  out  the  modest  and 
▼irtuous  three  that  there  lay  buried.  Thepathe 
llmt  kd  lo  the  cfauTchyard  were  few;  the  place 
was  solitary,  and  the  approaches  little  fre^ 
<|ueDted« 
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Tcmven  had  waited  od  the  simple  aokmiiity 
cf  the  intemieiit.  Affcer  it  was  07er,  and  be 
had  the  aoene  entir^  to  himaelf,  he  retumed 
bj  the  li|^  of  the  starry  h^Yens  to  take  a  bat 
leave  of  his  firieod.  He  aaid^  Thoa  hast  fidkn 
tmtundyj  like  a  tender  and  delicate  flower 
withered  bf  the  nipping  bbst.  Thoa  wert 
bom  to  be  loved ;  and  yet  I  aee  no  cme  bot 
myadf  iriio  appioadiea  to  monm  thee.  A 
ahort  baniahmeot  of  three  yean  haa  soflioed  to 
diaperae  the  companiooa  of  thy  yooth,  to  aend 
thcm  to  diatant  abodea,  or  to  engroaa  thdr 
thonghta  with  newer  nndertaldnga  and  por- 
anits.  Sbe  whom  thoa  prizedst  above  eierj 
competitor,  by  a  stränge  fiite  foigot  thee  fiit^ 
andthenperishedbytheaameblowtbatbronght 
thee  to  the  tomb.  Rigorooa  and  nnparaUded 
haa  been  thy  destiny.  Acoepied  fifat,  to  be 
afterwards  rejected.  Early  sacrificed  by  her 
whom  thoa  badst  choaen^  to  an  ezaggerated 
aentimentoffilialobedience;  andagainrecalled. 
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A  victim  to  slnpwreck  and  tbe  ooutention  öf  the 
Zements,  and  then  driven  far  away  by  a  con- 
currenoe  of  events,  for  three  years  thou  con- 
tendedst  with  miraculons  persevenince  againat 
them  all^  and  finally  camedst  off  conqneror. 
Did  ever  man,  under  the  bittemt  and  most 
aggravated  disappointment,  conduct  himself 
with  such  marvellous  temperance  and  seif- 
deUying  virtue  as  thou  hast  done  ?  But  all  thy 
moderation  has  proved  vain«  The  wretch,  who 
first  robbed  thee  of  a  treasure  beyond  all  priqe 
in  thy  judgment,  of  thy  heart  of  hearts,  has 
now,  driven  hy  a  gust  of  passion,  prompted  by 
a  senseleas  jealousy  that  spurned  all  deliberation 
and  enquiryi  finally  deprived  thee  of  life. 

But  dearly  shall  he  rue  his  unconsidered 
precipitation!  I  will  sacrifice  all  other  thoughts 
to  ihe  desire  of  vengeance.  Not  a  hasty  retri- 
bution!  The  slow  and  tormenting  process  öf 
law,  which  takes  no  account  of  any  human  > 
feeUngs,  but  delights  in  the  stemness  of  its 
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toardi  and  the  iiDftltered.«t«adiiieBS-of  ita  paoe, 
and  causes  ita  victiin  with  slow  TespintioDs  to 
draiD  oS  the  last  drop  from  its  cup  of  woe^  aluJl 
be  reaerved  for  the  oEEender.  The  kmger  ahall 
be  the  pnrsuit,  the  more  lütter  shall  be  iti 
»easatioDS.  At  every  escape  be  ahall  feel  tbat 
the  last  retributioD  ia  but  suapended,  tbat  the 
cbase  is  but  begua,  tfaat  the  dc^  of  acent  are 
erer  at  hia  beela  to  baffle  bis  awiftneaa,  and  the 
beagles  of  tbe  law  to  «nbarrasa  him  in  hia 
doublingB. 

Thus  stränge  was  tbe  result  of  iny  nnhaUowed 
violence.  Whatever  I  bad  yet  to  au^r  was  the 
result  of  tbe  deep  aympatby  that  had  grown 
up  between  Travers  and  William.  Tbey  wem 
persona  of  ao  afTectionate  a  temper,  as  has 
almoBt  Derer  been  equaUed.  Tet  by  a  concur- 
renoe  of  erents,  or  by  tbe  original  construeüoD 
of  thdr  miods,  William  was  of  uoaltevabfe 
"  less  and  tendemesa  of  di^ioaition,  Aat 
scarcely  crush  the  bnüsed  leed,  or  be 
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lüused  to  ftoy  ttnd  hatied  liy  aay 
wbile  Travers^  setting  otit  in  appeamce  from 
tfae  aame  point,  would  convert  all  hh  kindnesB 
of  natnre  into  gall,  and  proceed  in  a  remorseles^ 
career  of  vangeaDce^  from  which,  as  it  seemed^ 
no^cpoatolation  woald  tarn  hxm^  and  whkh  no 
lapee  of  time  would  diminiali  or  remit. 

Before  he  finally  set  out  on  the  expedition 
fae  prescribed  to  himself»  Traven  directed  that 
a  mural  monument  of  choice  marble  should  be 
placed  in  a  conspicuous  Situation  against  tho 
wall  of  tfae  TiHage-church^  near  the  spot  where 
the  xemainB  of  his  friend  wete  interred^  with 
an  inscription  Bignifying,  that  he  whose  bonea 
were  deposited  in  the  place  beneath,  had  feilen 
a  victim  to  the  sentiment  of  an  inviolable  love> 
that  he  had  preserved  this  passion  undiminished 
throDgh  three  years  of  wandering  and  distresB, 
and  that  flnaOy  he  was  welcomed  to  his  native 
land  by  an  act  of  the  most  unparalleied  riolence: 
It  went  on  to  say,  that  the  mistress  of  his  dear« 
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dMl,  tkoagh  tlinr 

Ip  las  lovebad  mnaiaed  «n^ 
kcr  ayony  fiir  Ihs  unmorHid 
tk  CMW  tkat  ahe  died  in  the 
«■  tkeivT  ^oi  wkere  he  bad 


B  dm  fface  rrhfgj  a  Bumber  of  par* 
tirabffs  tfcat  I  did  rni  eome  lo  Ibe  fidl  kaow- 
kdge  «f  t31  a  rnmidfiablf  timr  afkerwaids; 
tfaqp  voe  Moeawy  lo  tbe  ezaot  de- 
of  tlic  poailiQo  in  uriuch  I  now  alood ; 
I  waswiUiiigtiieicaderfihoidddeailyiaft- 
Ike  perik  &afc  csTiioned  me^  evm  «t 
tike  tine  llni  I  ots  Ukd  i«ttt  fmiirataiifn 


b  ia  9ho  i^ghffc  tfcat  I  ahoold  apologiae  for 

kwaag  iWQided  Ibc  viaii  of  ike  pannksof  Bfar- 

#      faidaMdthairiiidnppyfiileoatoftliocaactiMw 

darofliBae.    Hey did not airife al the lioaae 
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which  coDtanied  the  bodf  of  tbeir  obild^  tQt  tfae 

inquest  of  the  oiMtmcr  bad  been  oompleted« 

• 

The  neoesssry  eoiiBequenoe  <rf  my  enle  was 

that  the  home  in  i^ich  I  had  been  bom^  uid 

where  I  had  spent  ao  mauy  years  of  my  exist* 

eooe,  uiimediately  became  untnhabited.    Row* 

hnd  took  poBaeaaion  of  tiie  lodge  at  the  park- 

gate,  and  held  it  for  bis  duty  to  viait  the  mansion 

for  the  moat  part  on  every  day  ot  hi»  life.  But 

the  house  remained  without  a  tenant  for  a 

number  of  yeara«     The  gatden  exhibited  ob- 

viaas  tokens  of  neglect;  and  tbonia  and  thistlea 

wpnmg  np  in  it  lAundantly.    Hie  peasaota  in- 

taitively  afarank  away  firom  the  apot  which  re- 

tained,  or  was  believed  by  their  affrighted  aense 

to  retain^  marka  of  the  blood  of  the  mnrdered> 

and  made  many  a  derioua  circuit  to  avoid  it  $ 

wliile  the  apartment  in  which  Margaret  had 

beoD  laid  ont  and  eoffined^  and  atiU  more  the 

smiiiner-honae  in  the  garden,  got  the  reputation 

of  being  haxinted;  and  the  lovers  wfao  had 
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perished  thus  tmtimely)  wera  seen  to  trouble 
the  walks  within^  and  the  path  on  the  ouUide 
of  the  wall.  Lights  were  seid  occaaionally  to 
glimmer  from  the  Windows,  and  fearful  noises 
to  be  heard.  A  feinale  figure  appeared  to  pass 
from  apartment  to  apartment,  and  to  ascend 
and  descend  the  great  staircase.  The  longer 
the  house  continued  untenanted  by  the  living 
dwellers  on  the  earth,  the  more  was  it  reguded 
by  the  Ignorant  and  superstitioas  rastics  ai 
appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  supematund 
and  nnearthly.  These  were  circumstanoeB  that 
added  not  a  little  to  the  odium  in  wfaich  my 
name  was  held  by  the  meaner  dass  of  my  te- 
nants,  who,  while  I  lived  among  them,  had  erer 
found  me  a  kind  and  indulgent  landlord,  and 
had  poured  down  blessings  on  my  name. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

BEaYING  made  the  necessary  arrangements 

with  my  soficitor,  andreceived  the  latest  in^ 

telligence  from  my  Steward,  and  my  beloved 

daughter  having  insiated  upon  being  my  com- 

panion  in  exile,  and  obtained  my  half-reluctant, 

half-joyfiil  consent,  I  sufiered  no  delay  to  in^ 

terpo^e  t&at  might  incrcfaae  the  difficulty  and 

danger  of  the  vdyage  upon  which  I  had  re- 

Bolved.     I  had  employed'  a  portion  of  my  time 

duriiig  the  läat  two  daya  in  enquiring  out  a 
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veasel  by  which  we  mis^t  moBt  speedily  pass 
over  to  Holland,  and  faad  fortonately  met  wilh 
one  that  was  to  sali  early  on  the  moming  of 
the  day  after  that  in  whidi  Catherine  had  oon» 
clusiTely  joined  me,  on  board  which  we  oould 
be  immediately  accommodated. 

I  was  very  far  at  that  time  firom  being  fidly 
aware  of  all  the  dangen  that  beaet  me.  I  be- 
lieved  I  had  slain  a  man,  friendless  andobscare^ 
just  arrived  fr<Mn  a  three  years'  exile  and  wan« 
dering  in  various  parts  of  the  globe,  withoot 
ccmnections  in  England,  or  any  qm  that  would 
feel  a  moie  than  ovdinairy  anxiety  to  wrafgd  bm 
death,«^tbough  assufedly  nont  of  thoae  eon- 
siderations  had  had  the  soudleat  wdgbi  wüh 
me  at  the  moment  that  I  peqietmted  hia  de- 
struction» 

I  had  slatn,  as  I  beUered,  the  ftaendlen; 
and,  lo !  füll  soon,  tihongh  not  imme&ddiy^  I 
foond,  diat  I  had  ooojured  up  an  enemy,  liie 
most  deadly,  with  intellect  and  wit  to  eondoot 


hifl  puipose^  attd  meai»  abundantly  to  feed  bis 
undertekiiigy-'-a  aanii,  that  pronuBed  never  to 
idaz  in  bis  desigo^  aad  the  tide  of  whoae  pas» 
sion  waa  unlBcely  al  any  time  ta  *'  fed  retiring 

Bat,  before  I  was  aware  of  tMs  cireumstance, 

I  was  at  HO  loss  for  argnments  to  convince  me 

of  the  perilons  Situation  in  wfaich  I  stood.    I 

loiew  the  uncon^icrable  horror  wkh  wbich 

man  in  society  contemplates  bim  wbo  wiUuUy 

sheds  the  blood  of  bis  fellow.    Tbe  turf  nnder 

the  wall  of  Iny  own  donunn  was  widely  stained 

wltii  human  göre;  I  had  left  behind  me  the 

body  of  one  pieroed  witli  a  dieadiy  wound ;  he 

wna  weapoidesa;  tbe  eyea  of  seTeral  bore  wit- 

ne88  thut  I  had  beeü  his  destioyer.    I  knew 

therefore  that  in  the  course  of  tbings  I  diould 

be  aought  Ibr ;  I  had  abimdant  reasona  forbid- 

ding  me  to  stand  the  ordeal  of  a  public  trial ; 

I  was  indifferent  in  my  choioe  as  to  ^at  region 

of  the  many*peopled  earth  I  shonld  fix  on  for 

b2 
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to  wbich  I  was  bom;  and  dl  the  reat  was 
gone.  My  only  child,  my  daoghter,  waa 
deatined  to  sucoeed  me  in  ÜuBj  and^  if  alie 
married,  would  by  auch  union  conrey  It  to  her 
huaband ;  but  ahe^  with  unheard-of  generoait)' 
and  aelf-deyotioni  had^  for  a  long  and  inde- 
terminate  period  at  least,  anrrendered  tfaese 
benefits,  and  made  heraelf  the  paitoer  of  my 
pilgrimage  and  my  diahonoar* 

We  descended  the  Tower  Staire^  and  placed 
ourselvea  in  a  wherry^  that  was  to  convey  ua 
on  board  the  alight  vessel  with  the  maater  of 
which  I  had  agreed  for  our  paaaage.  We  went 
alone;  for  it  waa  esaential  in  my  circumatances 
to  cut  off,  ae  oompletely  aa  I  oooldj  any  thing 
that  ahonld  oonnect  me  with  those  with  whom 
I  formerly  had  intercourse,  or  afford  a  dne  to 
diacover  my  intended  conoealment.  Tlie  mom- 
ing  waa  elouded  and  gloomy,  and  aofficiently 
responaiye  to  the  tone  of  my  mind, 

The  yesael  contained  eight  or  ten  paaaengera. 
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beside  ounelves,  ihe  captain,  the  Steward^  and 
four  ooramon  sailors*  I  was  no  aooner  on 
board^  Ihan  I  cast  a  ateatthy  glance  round  on 
mjr  feUow-paB0engerB>  and  then  crept  into  a 
comer,  and  concealed  myaelf  as  mach  aa  po»- 
aible  from  obseirotion.  I  could  not  perceive 
tbat  tiie  flkip  oontained  one  fanman  creature 
Aat  I  had  ever  acien  before;  and  I  congrata- 
lated  myadf  accordingly.  We  pasaed  Ghreen* 
wich,  Gravesend  and  tbe  Nore>  At  Gravesend 
we  took  in  one  additional  paiaenger. . 

Among  the  persona  on  board  I  eaily  obsenred 
one  who  eyed  me  intenüy.  It  was  my  cue  to 
pay  as  little  attention  as  possible  to  those  with 
wbom  I  sailed.  I  however  watcked  my  oppor- 
tunity  to  steal  a  g^ce  at  hun  unpereeived; 
bat  I  by  no  means  reoognised  any  fiMitnivs 
with  which  I  had  been  previously  aoquainted. 
Tbe  man  was  dad  m  garmenta  that  appeared 
to  have  seea  considerable  serrice  5  and^  though 
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«>f  a  iio^mon  «nd  .ordinary  fi^ure^  he  liad  some- 
thing  of  fhe  air  of  a  decajred  gettdeman.  By 
and  by  be  walked  up  to  the  poA  at  the  ship 
wbere  I  had  placed  myself^  and  looked  oret 
the  aide  of  the  Tessd^  as  if  watching  the 
rippling  of  the  waves.  I  did  not  like  the 
nearnene  of  ihe  position  be  had  chosen,  and 
was  prepariog  to  change  my  retreat  for  one 
tfaat  should  free  me  from  tbis  amioyanoe.  He 
ßuddenly  addre&sed  me. 

I  beg  yoiir  pardon^  aaid  he.  I  bare  bees 
trying  to  reeollect  where  I  had  forinerly  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you.  If  I  am  not  mistaken, 
your  name  is  Delondne ;  Mid  I  had  once  occa» 
sion  to  apply  to  you  ^t  the  court  of  the  elector 
pf  Saxony^  where  you  were  the  resident.  My 
name  ia  Stevenson ;  I  was  engaged  in  a  com* 
mercial  affidr  in  which  I  had  need  of  fhe 
reptesentative  of  the  king  öf  England  to  see 
that  I  obtained  my  just  rights;  and  I  have 
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ever  feh  tluit  I'was  greaUy  indebtod  to  you  for 
the  promptaeM  and  firmness-  of  your  interfe- 

I  recoUect,  replicd  I,  something  of  the  mal* 
ter ;  bat  I  did  not  call  to  mind  your  person. 
Idp  the  c|»e.yoa  mention  I  did  nothipg  but  my 
duty^  and  should  bave  done  the  same  for  any 
British  Bubject» 

I  do  not  wonder,  he  rejoined^  at  your  not 
reoollecting  me.  I.am  bnt  an  ordinaiy  man ; 
and  miafortunes  since  have  greaüy  altefed  my 
i^ppearance*  But  you,  sir,  are  of  another  order 
of  persona;^  and  th«re  is  something  in  your  cast 
tof  countenance^  wfaicb,  when  once  observed,  can 
acarcdy  afterwards  pass  from  the  mind* 

I  answered,  carelessly  as  might  be  thought, 
but  with  a  deep,  though  suppiesaed  sigh,  It 
may  be  so^ 

Tou  tiien^  rvpHed  the  stranger,  appeared 
with  splendour  and  a  oonsiderable  train,  as 
became  your  appointment.    I  hope,  added  he, 

b5 
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looking  r^imdy  fiiicl  ^biiemog  to  hmmiS  Ibüt  J 
xlid  not  mem  U>  hi^f^  a  »iiii^  attendmit»  I  liope 
you  have  not^  like  me,  been  unfortunate. 

I  Bhnink  f lom  tlie  ifapertinmce  of  my  com- 
paniiOQ»  aDd  ansipered  witii  haughtineM»  I  omi 
BcarQdy  prcteod  to  the  hottovr  ot  your  m:- 
qi«aiiitance« 

Ali  thu  was  but  ^^bald,  iu^)omtad  chat;" 
yet  <m  many  aoeotinu  It  affsctad  me  dwply. 
U  wai  extremrly  moitifjliig.  to  me  Ibat  I 
»bpuld  be  tbiw  xecogomA».  after  a  lapee  i»f 
ydars,  by  a  mm  wbo  bad  seen  me  only  oooe. 
The  idle  renutfk  of  so  vulgär  a  paraoOf  that 
tbere  was  soiaeihuig  in  my  cast  of  couatemBce» 
which^  when  onoe  obeerved«  gouML  amcely 
afterwards  pass  from  the  nmidi  was  paeiiliariy 
distfessing  to  me,  I  bad  wished  to  wilbdraw 
myself»  without  leaving  a  due  to  .discovor  in 
wbat  quarter  I  bad  disposed  of  my  persoa. 
In  goiag  abvoad»  I  bad  desired  tbat  it  ahonid 
ratber  be  auppoaed  tbat  I  was  bidden  in  sooae 
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oindare  fit  ef  um  metropftlin^  0tt  ib  Mme 
dcep  and  inpsnctrabte'  Unral  rslicttt  in  my 
own  ooQQDtiy.  It  wai  my  inteftst  to  throw 
the  peraoiM,  wbo  I  had  no  dotibt  wmdd  be 
raaployed  in  iesrobiiig'for  me^  ob  a  ftdse  aoent. 
And  hare^  at  iht  firat'  atqp^  I  «acoanterad  an 
indxridnal,  who  recoUected  my  peraon^  called 
me  by  my  name,  and  knew  that  I  had  with- 
dittim  mjnelf  firom  England  and  erasaed  the 
aea  bctween  Harwieh  and  Hdland.  My  Beeret 
in  tUa  legaid  waa  in  the  keeping  of  qm  who 
had  no  indveement  ta  vespect  it.  He  did  n^t 
At  pxtaent  know  that  I  waa  eaoaping  Drom  the 
retrihution  of  a  crime  I  had  eommitted'.  Bnt 
hoir  hmg  would  he  vemain  ia  ignorance  of 
thia  paiticidär  ?  It  waa  in  the  ordinary  eonrse 
of  thinga  that  a  lewafd  wonld  he  pabUshed  for 
my  lyprehenaion.  Thia  man  waa  aa  likely  as 
aay  önt  eise  to  hear  the  inteUigenoe^  dnd 
might  be  t^mpted  to  aeek  the  proflbrad  ad- 
vantage.    V  not^  the  propoaal  of  sudi  a  reward 
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woidd  not  ful  lo  make  my  aüoitiim  aod  my 
crime  a  svbject  oC  couversaticp ;  and  vhaii 
rtason  kad  I  to  expect  that  tbe  man  woaU 
tieat  me  with  any  eztaotdiBaiy  finbearaiioe  ? 
EiverjrMieia  delighted  wHh  thepoaaeBriimof  a 
secret ;  and  mexe  vanity  woold  pmmpt  bim  to 
tdl  wbat  he  could,  or  at  least  lo  indnlge  in 
"  ambignoufi  givings  out/'  and  to  say»  '^  Wdl^ 
I  know  wkat  I  know;  and  if  I  ^liat  to  qieak" — 
Hie  adventure  wUch:  thü8  oocuned  vaa  of 
eyilanguty^  and  led  me  to  roflectpeiaererini^ 
on  the  meanß  I  might  be  able  to  empfey  on 
any  critical  emeif;ency,  to  oonoeal  my  identity 
with  my  former  seif.  Man,  in  the  strieteat 
sense,  is  nothing  but  a  principle  of  thoogiit, 
which  no  material  foirce  can  arr^  or  iminriaoo, 
which  bids  defianoe  to  all  lirnks  of  ^aoe  and 
time^  and  speedaita  courae  in  a  aing^anstant 
^^fro^  InduB  to  the  Pole/'  I  bad  alwaya  le- 
flectjbd  with  scom  upou  the  power  of  olber 
men  to  c^ntn^ '  and  ensiave  me.     .Tety  by 


aneaiM^f  dib  vile  incambraiice  of  otir  mortal 

-todf  /  we  may  be  bitmght  down  from  our 

Mkiest  flights,  subjected  to  every  kind  of  in- 

dignity  and  disgrace,  laid  open  to  the  {jhäervBr- 

tion  of  the'BeiMeB  of  other  men,  luid  exposed 

/to  thdr  pufsüit  and  thdr  tyranny« 

•    It  appeared  to  me,  that  there  are  foor  cir- 

camstances  principally^  by  wbidi  the  person 

of  any  man  may  be  identified,  featnres,  figure, 

carriage  and  voice  y  to  which  may  be  added  aa 

inferiDr  particulars^  the  colour  of  the  skin  and 

CQmpkadon,  and  the  cbaraderistics  by  which 

the  bair  of  one  man  diffiers  from  the  hair  of 

anotfaer«    Th^se  «iicumstances^  sometimeB  dne 

more  piomi&ently,    and  sometimes  anoiher, 

haTO  the  effect  in  perhapa  all  cases^that  a 

tUligeat  obeerver  may  recc^^nise  and  aelect  the 

man  wh<mi  he  has  had  due  opportunity  to  ob- 

feervet  among  all  the  milfiona  of  bis  fellow-men. 

The  man  «th^^ore  who  can  coanterfeit  and 

diaguise  tbese  rafficienlly^  though  he  dunnot 
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put  off  the  veatmenti  of  fiedi^  may  yei  eicape 
firom  the  resentment  and  ill  will  which  may 
be  harboured  againfit  Um*  He  may  go  for* 
ward  unbleoched^  and^  like  iBneaa  in  the 
Btreets  of  Carthage,  may  paa»  thiough  the 
midst  of  the  people,  and  porsae  hia  way.  I 
did  not  therefore  deapair  that  I  might  yet  in« 
anre  my  aafety«  I  bad  read  llie  historiea  of 
mea  who,  by  a  caiefid  attention  to  theae  «n^ 
aidraationai  had  ancceeded  to  ehade  the  bitftawt 
peraecution«  I  had  ofben  had  occaeion  to  ol^ 
aenre  in  tnyaelf  a  flexibility  of  Organa,  of  the 
linea  of  the  oonntenanet,  and  of  fimba^  thal 
promiaed  to  do  wondera  for  me  in  thta  reipeel. 
And  I  reaolved)  having  abeady  eonmntted  the 
precipitate  act,  whioh  cat  me  off  from  the 
8o<:iety  of  my  felIow-*creatarea)  and  expoaed 
me  to  thelr  malice,  and  that  act  befaig  irr^ 
trievable^  that  I  wonld  not  phy  boety  in  my 
own  cauae,  bot  woold  carry  on,the  eonteat  to 
the  f urtheat  eartremity« 
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CHAPTER  IL 


It  Ib  time  thst  my  narratlre  shoiild  regiert  to 
TVaren«    He^  at  I  bave  said,  had  formed  an 
imatfeerable  resohitiQD^  that  be  would  saorifiee 
all  otlier  thouglita  to  the  pwpoie  of  TängeaiiGe 
agatnat  me^  and  that  the  grare  of  Um  whom 
Jhe  doQiMd  the  worthicat,  the  moat  eaccellent, 
«ad  the  most  in|ured  of  mfn,  should  ^  haver  a 
ttving  momuiient.''     Bnt  he  was  tiiorougfaly 
«wäre  that  mere  determiiiatioiij  withoot  deep 
contnvaiiee^  and  the  aceomidatioii  of  adequate 
meana,  ifaa  nothing.    He  had  auceeeded  thus 
f ar  bjr  hia  exertioaa,  that  s  oaroner'a  i&quest 
ahoold  proDOimee  a  teidict  of  wflfid  murdar 
againat  me^  that  a  Warrant  ahonld  be  iaaoejd 
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for  my  appreheiiBioD,  and  that  a  dupficate  of 
thk  warraDt  ahoidd  be  plaoed  in  hia  handa. 
The  Warrant  was  of  oourse  Gonaignad  by  tlie 
coroner  U>  the  proper  offipers  for  the  puipoae 
of  it8  being  executed.  Theae  officers  used  the 
cuBtomary  diligence^  aad^  after  the  lapae  of  a 
few  daya^  retumed  an  answer  to  their  auperior 
that  I  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  oounty. 

And  here^  but  for  the  intervention.  of  Tra- 
vers^tbequestioii  would  periiape  bare  reated. 
The  coroner  iodeed  transmitted  a  memcnrandoiBL 
of  the  bmiioesB  to  the  prindpal  polioe-offioe  of 
the  metropolis ;  and  a  prodamation.  cootainii^ 
niy  name,  a  description  of  my  pecaon^  and  an 
accpunt  of  the  crime  with  which  Iwaa  chaiged, 
was  issued  in  the  estaUiabed  jforms.  B«t 
Travers  immediately  set  out  for  Jjondoä  ;  and, 
through  hia  in^tigalion»  a  tkesik  prodamatioo 
waa  ordered  by  the  aecretary  of  atate»  with  a 
reward  of  firehundbed  ponnda  to  the  peraon  or 
persona  who  dioiild  prodaoe  me  in  cnslody. 
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Eren  this  did  not  satisfy' him.  It  was  not 
enongb,  that  he  ehould  exeite  the  ctipidiCy  or 
^harpen  the  sagacioiisiieBs  of  ethera.  He  re- 
fiolTed  not  to  trust  to  accident,  or  to  spare  any 
thing  of  bis  own  diligenoe :  he  determined  to 
be  himself  the  soul  of  every  exertion  that 
ahonld  be  made  to  bring  me  to  justice.  I 
jnigfat  be  coneealed  in  England ;  I  might  hh^e 
fonnd  m.ean9  to  paas  over  to  the  continent. 
MeanwhHe  he  foresaw  a  difficolty  by  which  be 
ufould  immediately  be  met  in  the  search  he 
pmpoeed  to  eogage  in^  he  being  entirely  un- 
aequainted  with  my  person. 

Fortunej  without  any  effort  on  bi»  part, 
^applied  to  bim  this  d^firiepcy,  My  patemal 
mansion,  as  I  bave  siud^  in  consequenoe  of  my 
disappearance  was  presently  sbut  up^  and  my 
establiabment  disndssed.  Before  that  proceed- 
11^  was  completed^  my  servants  of  oourse  anti* 
^ated'that  such  a  measure  would  be  adopted. 
I  bad  ever  prored  mys^  an  indulgent  aod 


Uberal  maaterj  mad  llierefore  the  feding  of  tbe 
m^ority  of  my  domeBtics  waa  tfiat  of  pily  for 
mjr  disanler,  aad  a  mneere  wiah  that  I  miglil 
ebcape  the  troabfeBome^  if  not  tn^eal^  «mae- 
quencea  to  wfaidi  my  piecipitation  had  kid  me 
open« 

There  waa  one  howerer  in  the  Uat  of  aiy 
domeBtic8|  whose  sentimenta  materially  difibed 
firom  thoae  entertained  by  the  reat.  At  the 
period  of  my  marriage^  Margaret  had  broogfat 
with  her  a  aervaut,  by  name  Ambroae,  who  had 
previoualy  attended  lipon  her  for  a  cooaideFable 
portion  of  time.  He  had  wuted  on  her  at 
Harrowgate,  at  the  time  I  firat  became  ao- 
ijoainted  with  her.  He  had  been  on  tema  of 
the  moat  unreaerved  communicatioa  with  the 
mud  who  had  been  in  her  employment  fbr 
y eara  before ;  and  from  thia  maid  he  leamed 
the  original  canae  of  bis  miatreaa'a  91  atateof 
health,  and  the  hiatory  of  the  vnfbrtimate 
William.     Among  vanoua   specslationa  that 


kad  occuned  bctweeu  these  two  servanta^  Atn- 
faro0e  had  stsrted  iJie  aotion,  that  tbey  had  no 
abaohite  demonstnilion,  no  eomplete  proof,  that 
WüHuMfrasdead;  äioQgfatheshipwreckwhkli 
had  paaaed  imder  the  eye»  of  tbe  feuaiüy^  com- 
bined  ^fith  the  circimuitance  that  unthing  had 
been  heard  of  bim  for  yeara  after,  rednoed  it 
almoat  to  a  oertainty.  This  talk  never  went 
iarther  than  between  tbe  two  servaDts.  The 
maid  was  not  disposed  to  entertain  the  same 
^tcepticiam  on  the  aubject,  aa  the  man.  And 
thejr  botb  of  them  agreed,  that  it  woold  be 
Jiigbly  impioper  to  8u£Eer  a  ^duaper  of  this 
nnlieensed  talk  to  reacb  the  eara  of  their 


Ambroae  bowerer,  who  was  of  an  oncom* 
monly  delicate  tnm  of  mind  for  bis  cbu^s  in 
Society,  had  alwaya  regarded  with  invincible 
xepngnance  tbe  idea  of  bis  nustress^s  marriage 
wi)äi  anotber,  and  had  therefore  constantly 
▼iewed  me  dnring  the  period  of  my  coartship 
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with  aentiments  of  dÜBapprobatioDy  if  not  of 
Avenioii.  If  William  were  really  dead,  as  ia 
all  likelihoed  he  was^  yet  Ambrose  tbouglit  it  a 
aort  of  pnrfanatioii  that  Margaret  shonld  unile 
heradf  in  wedlock  widi  any  one dae.  HecaDed 
to  mind  every  thing  tiiat  he  had  heard  of  her 
history.  Her  first  love  had  been  WilHani,  tbe 
compaoion  of  her  rüildinh  years.  They  had 
opened  their  hearts  to  eadi  other;  Ihdr  aflbc* 
tions  had  been  nndivided;  and  she  had  owed 
many  and  important  obligattons  to  Hie  iriend 
of  her  youth.  Her  heart  had  never  aweifcd 
from  him;  she  had  been  overpenmaded  by  her 
parents  to  consent  to  a  union  widi  tlie  aon  of 
lord  Borradale ;  and  now  it  was  by  die  sog« 
gesticm  of  others,  and  not  the  promptingaf  her 
own  mindy  that  she  had  beoome  my  wüe. 

It  is  a  part  of  the  great  process  of  hmnaa 
erents,  that  we  grow  recondled^  and  onr  minds 
gradoally  accommodate  themsdres^  to  whatevcr 
is  irrevocaUe»    Tloagh  the  marriafe  of  bis 


mistress  had  byno  meaii»  been  appraved  by 
Ämbroaein  the  first  inst&nce,  yet  time  gcadu-. 
aUjuiidenmaedhisrepugnaiice.  Our  eetabliali«* 
meat  yw  creditable  and  splendid;  we  wexe. 
Tuked  hy  all  oor  opulent  neighboura;  and  no 
one  atteced  a  whisper  to  onr  disadvantage.  We 
Urediaqiparent  Order  and  hannony;  Margaret 
proved  to  me  \be  model  of  a  tender  and  affec- 
tionate  wife;  and  Ambrose  by  degsees  became 
a  loyal  member  of  our  establishm^nt,  contem- 
plating  me^  scarcely  less  ^an  bis  mistress^ 
Mritb  septiments  of  true  adherence  and  willing 
salgection« 

,  The  speculations  however  that  bad  prenonsly 
r^olved  in  bis  mind^  and  the  tardy  and  gradoal 
way  in  which  he.  had  reoonciled  himself  to  the 
existing  State  of  things,  prcpared  him  to  r^pard 
the  horrible  catastrophe  that  occurred^  with 
very  diffitrent  feelings  from.thpse  of  the  other 
spectators«  The  conuncadog  loyaHy  that  he 
had  feit  fpr  my  senrice  disappeared  in  anunnent. 
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'S^  tokfationr  with  whidi  he  had  coBBidered 
nae  was  ooiy  founded  on  my  oommenddile  de- 
meanour  tomrards  bis  mtstaresB^  and  tfae  unvary- 
lüg  attention  alie  had  always  manüieated  for  my 
wdCure  and  peace.    Miaqfaret  waa  to  tUs  yoonf 
man  the  bemg  in  all  the  World  that  he  hooottfed 
moat.    He  feit  towaida  her  all  the  defetenoe 
and  devotion  of  a  lover,  widiout  i^proaching 
in  any  dq^ree  to  the  ideaa  which  grow  out  of 
equality.    In  his  own  peraon  and  thoaghta  he- 
imaged  oat  her  sentinients.   She  was  his  modd 
of  perfection;  and  he  oopied  her  as  nearly  as 
poBsible,  in  all  that  she  expressed^  and  aD  that 
she  did.   She  for  ever  stndied  for  my  happiness, 
and  sedulously  employed  hersdf  in  dischaigiDg 
the  Offices  of  an  exemplary  wife.    He  therefbse, 
in  Proportion  to  his  Station,  imitated  her  in  this; 
treated  me  as  Ae  head  of  the  estid^Ushmcnt» 
beoause  she  so  treated  me;  and  exercised  s 
genuine  zeal  in  perf orming  my  eommands,  be- 
caiise  such  w«s  the  nde  of  her  oonduct. 
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Biit.1117  last  ad  revened  hu  whole  syitem  of 
tkiiiking  in  a  moment.  He  diaccnrerad  in  Aat 
fiitid  scene,  aa  if  by  an  inatantancous  ray  of 
dtvine  inapifaüon,  who  was  tke  nnfoitiioale 
penMA)  whom  I  had  iaid  at  my  ftet ;  he  reeol- 
leeted  at  once  all  WiUiam's  miafbrtimes^  and 
the  cmel  deatiny  that  tinremsttingly  pursned 
bim.  Ambrose  observed,  with  the  dosest 
attention,  and  with  the  deepest  hoRor^  the 
eflact  that  this  cataatrophe  faad  pioduced  npon 
hie  mistresB.  He  refnaed  to  diwtingqiah  at 
wiioae  breast  I  bad  piesented  my  pistol^  and 
in  urfaose  beart  I  bad  lodged  the  &tal  bnllet« 
He  pnmounced  me,  disecüy^  witbout  Interven- 
tion and  qualiflcation,  the  mnrderer  of  bis 
mistress.  From  tiiat  instant  he  became  trans- 
ported  out  of  bimself.  He  was  wrapt  np  in 
thoc^bt  and  the  contemplation  of  a  thonsand 
porposes.  He  bad  the  gestures  and  demeanonr 
of  ftmaniac.  Of  this  I  bad  indeed  scarcdy  ob* 
tained  a  g^impae»   From  tbe  instant  that  I  bad 
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perpetrated  the  destniction  of  WiUiam^  my 
thoughts  were  neoessarily  tamed  to  the  with- 
drawing  myaelf  as  speedily  as  migfat  be^  ficom 
the  Bcene  of  my  precipitate  deed.  But  the 
attention  of  the  rest  of  the  seirants  was  drawn 
in  a  considerable  degree  to  Ambroae'«  ahigalar 
demonstrations  and  behaviour«  He  however 
spoke  little,  and  shewed  no  aigna  of  any  de- 
terrnived  syatem  of  action« 

Meanwhile,  when  Traven  made  hia  appear« 
ance^  and  still  more  as  the  coroner's  inqnest 
prooeeded,  the  Situation  of  Ambrose  became 
essentially  changed.     He   appeared  however 
litüe  more  than  a  silent,  but  a  deeply  anxioiis 
spectator^  during  the  transaction.   Towards  tbe 
close,  and  as  Travers  was  engaged  in  solidting 
a  duplicate  of  the  Warrant  for  my  apprdbeoaiQn, 
and  in  expressing  bis  resolution  that  the  war-  * 
rant  should  be  executed  in  its  strictest  letter, 
and  that  he  would^  if  necessary,  pass  to  foreign 
conntries  in  pursuit  of  me,  Ambrose  drew  ncar 
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to  the  Stranger.  When  Travers  had  obtained 
all  diat  he  desired  froin  the  coroner,  and  was 
on  the  poi4t  of  qnitting  the  house,  this  young 
man  requested  that  he  would  favour  him  with 
a  private  hearing  of  a  few  moments,  before  he 
departed. 

Having  obtained  this,  he  poured  out  his  whoie 
soul  to  the  stranger,  auid  said,  that  he  pereeived 
they  were  both  engaged,  though  from  different 
incitements,  and  with  unequal  means  of  gratify* 
ing  their  wishes,  in  the  pursuit  of  the  same 
object.  His  attachment,  the  attachment  of  a 
senrant,  bat  not  on  that  account  the  less  fervent 
and  nnalterable,  was  to  the  unhappy  lady  who 
lay  dead  in  the  Chamber  above  stairs;  that  of 
Travers  to  the  uiifortunate  yoüth  whose  body 
was  for  the  present  deposited  within  the  walls 
of  the  snmmer-house.  He  had  for  years  been 
a  faithfiil  servant  to  his  lady,  both  before  her 
marriage  and  since,  and  should  esteem  his 
strengih  and  his  life  gloriously  spent  in  acconi* 

VOL.  III.  c 
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plishing  vengeanoe  agamst  her  destroyer.  He 
eould  imagine  no  aet,  so  inhomaiiy  so  atroeioui, 
and  of  fiueh  oomplicated  barbarity»  aa  that  by 
which  I  had  destroyed  in  a  aingle  mommit  theae 
conatanty  moat  innacent,  and  moal  mhappy 
lovers,  We  are  theo,  proeeeded  Ambroae, 
you  and  I,  engaged  inone  and  the  aame  pnnvit. 
I  intreat  you  to  pardon  me^  for  thna  preauming 
to  couple  myaelf  witb  a  peraon  et  yo«r  figure 
and  appearanoe.  Bot  I  fieel  a  no  Ina  fiervent 
pasaion  than  yon  do,  for  accompliabhig  oor 
common  objecto  the  bringing  thia  criminal  to 
juatice.  And  my  mind  wlnapera  that  I  can  be 
of  use  to  you.  You  have  never  behdd  the  per- 
aon whoaepimishment  yon  eagerlydeaire.  Thb, 
parücularly  in  foreign  oountriea»  and  where  you 
cannot  suddenly  gain  an  acoeaaion  of  iafenna^ 
tion,  will  be  a  material  diaadvantage  to  yon. 
I  on  the  contrary  have  lived  for  a  conaiderabk 
period  under  the  aame  roof  with  the  murderar, 
can  aingle  him  out  among  a  thooaand^  and  le- 
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oagtdae  his  f^rsoa,  as  fitr  off  as  I  ean  see  him. 
I  intieat  you  then,  rir^  to  aooept  of  my  oftr, 
and  take  me  intoyour  semoe,  at  least  as  far  aa 
thia  special  purpoee  ia  coneenied. 

Trafen  of  courae  consented  to  the  overture 
of  Ambroie  with  no  kaa  promptneas  tban  the 
other  made  it.  While  tbe  creofian  was  engaged 
in  aaperinte&diDg  tlie  intennent  of  WiUiam, 
the  youth  whom  he  had  thus  taken  into  bis 
servioe,  employed  himself  in  tbe  few  prepara- 
tiona  that  were  necesaary  for  bis  departnre. 
He  tiien  pioceeded  immediately  for  London^ 
and  j<Hned  Trarera  at  the  hotel  where  be  was 
dbected  to  wdit  on  him. 

Here  tfaen  were  two  men  of  diffsrent  babits 
and  atationa  of  life,  eaeb  acting  from  a  several 
impnlae,  that  enteved  into  a  common  leagne  to 
aocompliah  ome  object :  Tn^rera  from  the  love 
he  bore  to  the  aanour  of  bia  Ufe^  whom  at  tbe 
aame  time  he  regarded  aa  the  most  amiable  and 
injuxed  of  menj  and  Amkroae  from  tke  horror 

c2 
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he  conceiFed  at  tbe  degtruction  of  his  mistress, 
and  his  devoted  admiration  of  her  esEGelleDdes, 
living  and  dead.  Travera  was  new  to  Enrope; 
his  attention  was  not  distracted  by  a  yariety  of 
contending  claims  upon  tiis  powera  of  actirity; 
and  he  vowed  that  he  would  contemplafte  this 
purpose  alone^  tili  the  end  he  had  in  view  shoaU 
be  completed.  He  was  not  to  seek  for  the  re- 
venue  and  the  means^  that  should  enable  him 
to  pursue  his  object  to  its  consummation.  Il 
would  have  been  difficiüt  for  him  perh^w, 
from.the  aristocracy  of  his  education,  to  have 
stooped  to  all  the  obscure  and  devions  paths  in 
which  it  might  be  necessary  to  travel  for  tbe 
accomplishment  of  that  which  he  undertook. 
The  haughtiness  of  bis  nature^  or  the  generosity 
of  bis  spirit,  would  have  stood  in  his  way.  He 
could  not  have  moulded  himself  into  a  thousand 
shapes,  have  proposed  all  the  artful  qaeatioiti} 
and  crept  through  all  the  devious  paasagea  and 
windings   that   should   interp^se  themselves* 
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Bat  in  Ambrose  he  had  a  coadjutar^  that 
would  amply  supply  the  requisited  in  wbich 
Travero  was  dcficient.  Trayers  had  a  stubborn 
sense  of  honour^  that  would  often  counteract 
his  wiehes,  and  engender  an  intestine  battle, 
materially  injurious  to  the  pursuit  of  his  end. 
But  Ambrose  was  single-minded ;  the  map  of 
his  purposes  was  without  a  wrinkle.  The  course 
of  his  education  had  taught  him  no  unnecessary 
scruples.  He  thought  ouly  of  the  object  he 
had  in  view,  and  saw  nothing  eise.  He  was 
no  sooner  satisfied  that  that  was  becoming  and 
pure,  than  he  heartily  approved  of  all  the  means 
that  led  to  it.  He  was  of  the  mind  of  the  poet : 
"  Entire  afiection  scorneth  nicer  hands/'  Nay ; 
he  took  a  sort  of  pride  in  all  indispensible 
humiliation.  The  more  crooked  was  the  road 
he  chose^  the  more  he  became  convinced  of  the 
rectitude  and  soundness  of  the  principle  that 
impelled  him. 
A  more  formidable  combination  can  scarcely 
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be  imagined^  ihan  that  between  ihe  two  par- 
ties  thuB  united  for  my  deatructioii.  They 
consulted  at  eveiy  8tq>  aa  to  the  nwinnrr  id 
which  their  purpose  was  to  be  effected:  the 
lofty  mind  and  compreheuBive  viewa  of  Traven 
shaped  the  outline  of  their  undertaking;  whfle 
that  of  Ambrose^  more  microscopic,  and  accos* 
tomed  to  the  minutiie  of  detail,  traced  the 
minuter  links  and  the  subtler  interweaTings  of 
incident  with  incident^  respecting  which  the 
other  might  have  faiied«  The  former  oon- 
structed  the  Workshop  of  their  purpose^  and  für« 
nished  it  with  all  the  requisite  tools  and  mate- 
rials,  while  the  latter  was  prepared  with  admi- 
rable  deicterity  to  tum  bis  band  to  every  tUng, 
and  to  execute  like  a  skilful  workman  what  the 
other  oonceived  in  its  general  form,  Both  had 
the  grand  requbites  of  a  zeal  and  perseireranoe 
that  no  obstacles  had  the  power  to  abate. 

Ambrose  first  recollected  the  ciicomstance 
of  the  letter  and  portmanteau,  wUch  were 
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forwarded  Igy  Bowland  to  the  prindpal  town 
of  .the  nd^bouring  county  a  few  hours  after 
mydepartaze«  Ambrose  iras  not  then  Buspected 
of  haiboming  any  malicious  intention  towards 
me;  it  was  taken  br  granted  that  all  my  ser* 
▼aats  were  loyal;  and  it  was  therefore  not 
difliriite  fbr  him,  who  had  already  concei^ed 
a  Beeret  hostility  against  me,  and  bad  bis  eyes 
and  eara  open  to  every  tbing,  to  become  ac- 
qoainted  witb  tbis  commission,  and  to  have 
two  minuteB*  conTersation  witb  my  own  valet, 
befotie  be  set  out  on  bis  errand. 

Ambrose's  first  commission  tberefore^  after 
tbe  leagoe  tiiat  bad  been  Struck  up  between 
bim  and  Travers,  was  to  proeeed  without  delay 
to  tbe  town  and  tbe  inn,  wbere  I  bad  appointed 
die  rendezvous  witb  my  valet*  Here  he  gained 
bat  litüe  intelligenoe^  more  tban  tbat  tbe  ren- 
desnms  bad  actoally  taken  place,  and  tbat,  when 
I  left  tbe  town^  it  was  by  the  oatlet  tbat  was 
distmgnisbfid  as  pointing  towards  London. 
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Moved   by  this   infonnatiaDy  Trsven   and 
Ambrose  inimediately  set  out  tot  the  metropo* 
lis.     Here  Travers  employed  hinndf  in  pit>*> 
curing  auch  additional  authority  aa  miglit  best 
abet  him  in  the  busineas  of  canaing  me  to  be 
apprehended  and  taken  into  custody,  wfaether  i 
ahoold  be  found  in  England  or  abroad.    Am- 
brose knew  the  name  and  residence  of  my 
town-solicitor ',  and  it  was  theiefore  hia  priK 
vince  to  watch  about  this  man's  door,  it  being 
morally  certain,  if  I  were  in  town,  that  I 
would  not  fail  to  make  niy  appearance  there. 
I  had  already  been  once  with   my  aolicitor, 
before  Ambrose  entered  upon  faia  funetion; 
the  second  time  he  saw  me  ooming  from  the 
house.    Thia  circumstance  afiforded  him  the 
greatest  satisfaction.    He  had  no  doobt  that, 
having  onoe  come,  I  ahouM  oome  again.    It  was 
in  the  order  of  things,  that  I  shoitld  ahew  mysdf 
the  first  time  to  give  my  directiona»  and  again  to 
see  them  fully  executed.    He  was  correct  in  his 


ettlcuItttioD }  bat  his  error  lay  in  mistakiDg  my 
aecond  yisit  for  my  first*  He  procored  the 
proper  office»  from  the  poUce^  aad  undertook 
to  be  tbeir  guide.  But  he  was  baffled  in  his 
expectation;  I  came  there  no  niore.  He 
waited  day  after  day^  but  was  obliged  to  ex- 
change  his  hope  in  this  particular  for  despair. 

One  of  the  sciences  which  Ambrose  had 
particularly  cultirated^  was  that  of  what  is 
tedmically  caUed  horse-flesh.  He  was  versed 
in  the  various  qaali&cations  of  roadsters,  hont- 
ers  and  nmning-horses.  In  an  interval  of 
leisore  he  had  therefore  mechanically  wandered 
towards  one  of  those  repositories  of  horses  for 
aale^  which  are  to  be  found  In  the  skirts  of  the 
metropolis«  He  entered  it.  Here  an  object 
which  immediately  canght  his  attention  was 
the  saddle^horse  that  had  brought  me  to  town. 
Ambrose  would  bare  known  it  against  a  thou- 
sand.  He  engaged  in  a  short  pariey  with  the 
groom  that  snperinteoded  the  scene. 

c  5 
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I  am  rare»  daid  Andvose  vagody«  I  luive 
Seen  that  horse  befom. 

II  is  Uke  yoQ  majr»  aoswend  the  grooaa.  It 
haa  lately  come  up  upwarda  of  a  hundied  miln 
f  rom  Qne  of  the  midland  oounties, 

Hovr  Cornea  ii  to  be  for  aale  ?  li  ia  a  le* 
markably  fine  horae. 

I  have  a  noüon  that  the  owner  ia  going  i^ 
broad.    Bat  I  do  not  wtU  know  why I  tlunkae. 

Ab  they  q>oke  the  borae  turned  hia  neeki 
aud  neighed;  a  tokea  that  he  raoogniaed  b 
Ambrose  an  old  acquaintanoe.  When  I  aad 
Margaret  rode  out  together»  Ambtoae  had  maDy 
timea  been  with  ua,  attendiDg  hia  miatreaa. 
The  horse,  being  now  removad  to  a  aew  aean^ 
feit  a  human  pleaaiue  in  recogniaing  an  ac- 
quaintanee* 

Aha»  aatd  the  groon^  that  horae  and  yoo, 
my  lad>  liave  known  one  another  befim. 

Ambroae  advanoed  towarda  the  borac^  and 
patted  bis  nsA.    The  man  and  the  quadrupad 
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gave  eacb  oAer  the  bonjoury  after  tbe  mode  of 
ealntation  known  and  established  in  such  eases. 
Ambrofie  of  coone  related  to  Tra?er8  what 
had  oocnrred  to  him;  and^  putting  together 
tlÜB  encounter  and  that  at  tbe  aolidtor's^  they 
inferred^  though  perhaps  withoat  any  Bufficient 
reason^  that  I  had  determined  to  go  abroad. 
Amhroee  tiierefore  made  a  poiat  of  fireqaentang 
tlie  wbarfc  and  place«  from  whkfa  paBscngera 
and  goods  irare  nanally  enbarked.  One  day, 
hl  die  grey  of  the  moming,  he  caught  the 
glimpae  of  a  figure  that  rcminded  lum  of 
Catherine,  He  preaenüy  became  assorcd  that 
he  was  not  deocrred  \  for  the  lady^  gkncing 
him  at  Che  same  time,  had  instantly  endeavour- 
ed  to  akroad  heraelf  firom  obaeivatioa  in  het^ 
Teil.  8he  suddenly  tumed  the  comer  of  a 
■treely  and  Ambrooe  hMt  sight  of  her.  He 
woold  hafe  been  glad  to  have  dogged  her  to 
her  reaidcnce;  bot  he  waa  anadom  to  avoid 
any  atep  that  might  engender  alarm» 
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CHAPTER  III. 


Unawahb  of  these  circumstances^  for  Cathe- 
rine did  not  even  mention  to  me  her  momentiry 
encounter  with  a  person  thM  looked  like  Am-» 
brose^  we  embarked.    We  liad  searcdy  passed 
the  Foreland,  before  a  heavy  gale  overtook  us 
from  the  south-east^  and  kept  us  for  two  days, 
not  without  some  danger^  beatmg  abottt  in  the 
waves  of  the  North  Sea,  with  the  apprebaiaioii 
that  we  might  be  obliged  to  come  to  ancbor  in 
some  port  of  the  English  coast.    This  incident 
was  in  itself  no  way  of  material  impoftanee; 
but,  in  the  frame  of  mind  in  which  I  foond 
mjrself^  and  the  perilous  condition  in  which  I 
stood^  circumstances  which  at  any  other  time 
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would  have  appeared  sUght,  made  a  strong  im- 
preseion  upon  me.  I  regarded  this  öbstructiou 
to  my  passage  as  ominous,  and  became  ap> 
piehenidye  that^  after  the  like  fashion^  every 
attempt  I  should  make  to  escape  from  the 
tragical  consequences  of  my  rash  proceeding^ 
would  be  rendered  ineffectual  and  abortive. 
Both  Catherine  and  myself  had  been  too  mutfh 
aocustomed  tö  the  motion  of  the  sea^  to  be 
nuch  inconvenienced  by  that  particular. 

.  At  length  we  ariived  safely  in  the  road  of 
Donkirk.  I  had  already  determined  to  fix  my 
abode  in  the  firgt  instaoce  in  or  near  the  dty 
of  Broges.  It  was  a  place  sufficiently  remote 
bom  the  port  at  which  we  landed,  and  was 
not  gveaUy  frequented  either  by  merchants  or 
trayellers.  In  former  times  it  had  boastcd  of 
aeventy  thoutfaod  inhabitants,  and  had  repeat- 
edly  had  the  honour  of  being  made  the  residence 
of  the  court  of  the  duke  of  Buifpindy.  It  still 
retained  maay  striking  vestiges  of  ita  former 
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tlietokens  cf  irmiaAm,  md  Hs  popslft- 
CBKcded  tfae  hftir  of  what  H  bad 


In  tfac  nughbouriiood  of  Bnigu  tbcy  <iiiint 
vp  to  the  mnnber  of  tliifty-MnreB  liDago,  aU 
of  lliem  agraedUy  Htnited,  with  a  healfhM 
air  and  a  fartile  aofl,  and  piraaantily  divenified 
with  fitda  plantaliona  and  gardens*  AwidBt 
theae  mnl  hainleto  and  ■lUiiia  I  tboaf ht  I 
miglil  nanfiniMy  Iwpe  to  liide  my  head  in 
■afety*  I  aasiuucd  a  diflfci'cnt  namc,  and.pn« 
poaed  to  paaa  my  daya  in  uuMlioed  obacnriCy. 

Nor  waa  it  die  käst  among  my  anftrii^^ 
that  my  danghter^  tiie  anuable,  the  aoooDflflli* 
ed»  tiie  aole  representative  of  her  aaintod  motfaar j 
die  miUemiahedEBi3ta,8Qfliered  with  nie.  She 
wonld  in  cvery  caae  ha?e  bccn  'iujiued  cnough« 
My  name  woidd  have  adhcred  to  her;  and, 
however  icapleudent  she  miglit  be  in  beaiity^ 
however  mieqaaUed  m  Tirtoea,  she  woidd  sUll, 
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in  the  niidst  of  the  loftieBt  §odgty,  be  styled 
the  crfhpring  of  a  murderer. 

But  she  chofie  a  fate  more  honible  tbanthis. 
She  would  not  aeparate  herseif  from  the  lot  of 
her  fadier.  Becanee  I  was  ao  exUe»  she  deter- 
mined  to  go  into  ezile  with  me.  She  leaolved 
nerer  to  divide  heraelf  firom  my  nightly  alanna, 
from  the  horrors  that  for  ever  beset  me,  She 
woiüd  not  be  perauaded  not  to  r^ard  it  as  her 
flnt  of  duties,  to  devote  herseif  to  my  support 
aod  coDBolation.  Thus  she  wonld  never  be- 
oome.  a  wife  or  a  mother.  She  coold  never 
have  a  friend,  nnless  she  chose  to  embrace  the 
mockery  of  frieodship  in  the  person  of  a  man 
Uasfeed  for  ever  fieom  the  world.  All  the  high 
hopes  she  had  been  entatled  bat  just  before  to 
entertain^  as  the  heiress  of  a  plentüiil  fortone, 
as  endowed  with  the  anqplest  treasnres  of  in«- 
tellecty  and  enriched  with  the  pnrest  and  most 
generons  moral  endowments^  a  creature  that  all 
the  earth  migfat  bll  down  and  adore^  were  ir* 
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retrievahly  extingiiighcd, — Such  was  oar  ntna* 
tion  at  the  best.  It  was  with  tliis  miserable 
fragment  of  accommodatioB^  that  we  had  esqyed 
ficom  the  shipwredc  of  the  *»*ii«»^ting  hopcs  and 
the  enviable  elevaticHi,  which,  but  for  my  foUy, 
my  imbridled  and  ungovemahle  passions,  con- 
stitQted  the  inheritance  of  both  father  and 
daughter. 

Having  advanoed  thos  hr,  I  deemed  mysdf 
safe  from  the  peril  of  any  immediafte  pursoit. 
I  had  withdrawD^  obscurely  and  nnattendcd, 
firom  my  native  country,  and  embarked  at  the 
remoCest  quarter  of  its  metropolis.  I  sorely 
beUcFed  that  I  häd  cut  off  e?ery  clue^  that 
might  enable  any  one  to  asoertain  that  I  had 
quitted  the  island  of  my  birth*  I  had  crossed 
to  Dunkirk  under  a  feigned  name.  I  had  theo 
proceeded  fiüteen  leagues  by  no  frequented 
route  to  Bruges,  and  had  there  set  mysetf 
down  in  an  old  and  decayed  dty,  of  littk 
resort  either  for  merchants  or  trayellers.  Here 
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I  proposed  tö  reside,  at  leaat  for  a  breathing 
time^  if  not  for  a  more  protracted  season.  I 
saw  no  reason  why  I  tshould  not  prolong  my 
slay  for  an  indefinite  period.  If  midfortune 
did  not  pursue  me  with  unmitigable  fury^  I 
tnight  at  my  pleasure  either  Kpend  the  remain- 
der  of  my  miserable  life  in  this  neighbourhood, 
or^  baving  recruited  my  strength  and  tranquil* 
lity  in  thifl  sequestered  nook,  cast  about  under 
its  protection^  as  to  what  more  eligible  and 
inyiting  spot  I  might  ultimately  choose  in 
which  to  set  «p  my  tabernacle. 

Lodging  tkerefore  within  the  city  at  first^ 
Cadierine  and  I  amused  ourselves,  or^  I  should 
ralher  say^  I  sought  a  momentary  oblirion  tö 
my  cares  and  the  wretchedness  of  my  condition^ 
by  wandering  among  the  beautiful  suburbs  and 
hamlets  with  which  the  city  is  surrounded.  All 
of  tiiem  plainly  spoke  the  contentment  of  their 
inhabitants ;  there  was  an  air  of  cheerfulness, 
Aeatness  and  salubHty  in  all.    Every  thing  was 
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jpon  a  dimunitive  icale ;  a  aligfat  paling,  a  few 
!hiit-treeB,  and  a  pnrfiiBion  of  flowert,  dodied 
in  all  the  coloun  of  the  rainbow^  and  by  tlie 
faealthfulness  of  their  appeanmoe  manüestiBg 
the  carefol  tendance  of  the  handthat  culthrated 
them^  were  found  on  whaterer  aide  yon  tnmed 
your  eye.  A  few  rowB  of  elma  adonied  the 
scene;  and  the  soll  was  wateied  £rom  the 
different  canak  with  which  the  indoatry  of  man 
haa  enriched  these  provincea.  Moet  of  the 
cottages  were  humble,  and  expreaaed  the  aUn* 
ple  equality  of  their  inhabitanta.  Here  and 
there,  but  thinly  acattered,  were  dweUinga  of 
loftier  pretenaion.  Bat  I  know  not  why^  theae 
by  no  meana  diaplayed  an  equal  chann.  Tliere 
waa  a  aulloineaa  and  a  loneUneaa  abont  then, 
that  plainly  told  you  the  ownera  thouglit  them* 
aelvea  exilea  from  their  proper  apbeie.  Thaj 
manifeated  a  aupercilioua  negUgence,  tiiat 
atrangely  oontraated  with  the  reet  of  the  po* 
pulation.    Tou  could  not  hdp  bdieving,  that 
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tlie  dwellera  in  these  houies  wete  itrikeiied  in 
their  means  of  expenditure^  and  were  aiming  «t 
a  mock  grandear  whidi  they  were  uimble  iuUy 
lo  snatain.  With  theae  exceptiona,  which  were 
eaaily  overk>aked  amoi^  the  general  gradoin» 
neas  of  the  acene,  the  whok  country  wore  the 
appeanmoe  of  a  beautifnl  lake^  so  tranquU  and 
Wel  waa  ita  auribce ;  with  tliis  diflferencey  that 
while  water^  however  aoothing  to  the  aenae  of 
aight,  pieaents  you  with  the  idea  of  bareneaa 
and  waate^  the  wide  champaign  of  the  Nether- 
landa  waa  on  all  handa  decorated  with  fertility, 
and  every  where  ahewed  unequiyocal  tokena  of 
cvdtivation  and  care. 

Hie  majority  of  theae  cottagea  were  tenant- 
ed.  Many  of  them  deacended  from  father  to 
aon ;  and  the  occupant  who  waa  bom  in  them, 
woold  haTe  deemed  it  littk  kaa  than  aacrilqpe 
ao  mach  aa  to  have  dreamed  of  remonng  to 
another  abode.  A  few  were  announeed  by  a 
placard,  a  little  removed  in  the  firont  of  the 


44  OELORAINE.  CH. 

hoQae,  as  being  to  be  let.  One  day  in  our 
nunblesy  Catherine  was  Struck  with  one  of 
these,  as  being  particularly  inviting  to  her 
fancy.  It  feil  back  from  the  line  of  the  rest ; 
and  a  stranger  might  passand  repass  repeatcd- 
ly  without  being  aware  of  its  existence.  Two 
or  three  large  beech^trees  interposed  before  it, 
and  rendered  it  neariy  invisible  bat  to  the  most 
curious  eye.  These  trees  had  the  efiect  of 
darkening  the  apartments  in  the  front  of  the 
house,  while  those  which  lay  behind,  aitd  had 
nothing  that  intercepted  the  dear  light  of  day, 
were  by  contrast  peculiarly  cheerfiil  and  gay. 
The  Windows  on  this  side  commanded  a  Tiew 
of  the  open  couiitry,  displaying  an  ezuberant 
fertility  of  soil  and  elaborateness  of  tiUage, 
while,  as  there  were  no  dwelfings  in  that  di- 
rection  but  distant  ones,  the  whole  had  an  air 
of  uninterrupted  security  and  repoae.  Tbere 
were  trees  also  on  this  side,  but  more  distant 
There  was  a  pond  beneath  these  treei,  the  hr 
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¥Ourite  hauntof  the  ducks  from  a  neighbouring 
fiarm.  There  were  on  the  same  side  haystacks, 
and  a  tew  outhouses  appropriated  to  the  uses 
of  agricttlture ;  bat  these  could  scarcely  be 
Said  to  disturb  the  general  tranquilUty  of  the 
scene. 

Without  dekiy  we  took  possession  of  this 
village-tenement.  The  furniture  required  was 
easily  supplied  from  the  neighbouring  city; 
and  I  did  not  judge  it  inconsistent  with  my 
plan  of  obscurity^  ^'forgetting  all^  by  all  for- 
gotten,"  to  hire  two  Flemish  servants,  one 
male,  another  female,  for  our  domestic  uses. 
Both  Catherine  and  myself  had  already  resided 
abroad ;  and  therefore  we  found  little  difficulty 
in  such  oommnnication  with  these  indidduals 
and  our  humUer  neighbours,  as  might  be  re- 
quired for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  life. 

Catherine  easily  and  without  a  murmur 
adapted  herseif  to  this  low  Situation,  so  difie- 
lent  from  any  thing  to  which  she  had  been  ac- 
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cmtomed.  8he  zegarded  the  motive  whkfa  bad 
brought  her  bere^  as  sbedding  a  mild  and  ooo- 
aolatory  beam  cm  aU  sbe  dkl  and  all  sbe  saw. 
8be  was  bere,  attending  on  ber  fiitiier  m  bk 
adTersity^  endeaTouring  to  sapply  bia  ivants 
and  anticipate  bis  wiabes^  smiling  on  bis  aor- 
rowB,  witb  a  amile,  not  cold,  and  in  moclcny, 
bat  of  tnieat  sympatby.  Sbe  made  a  point  of 
appearing  at  all  timea  cbeerfui  and  aerene,  thal 
I  m%bt  not  imagine  tbat  abe  waa  unbappyy  or 
be  reminded  of  tbe  stränge  cbange  tbat  bad 
orertaken  me.  Doubfless  sbe  was  not  wilbout 
ber  fears>  tbal,  bumUe  as  our  sitnation  was,  we 
migbt  not  be  pennitied  to  remain  in  it  without 
intemiption,  tbat  Tengeance  migbt  puisne  me, 
and  tbat  by  some  unlooked  for  accident  our 
retreat  migbt  be  betrayed  to  tboae  wfao  weie 
most  wUling  to  burt  us,  Ghult  can  scaroelj 
erer  be  secure.  Batwbateverwerebertboughts 
in  tbis  respect,  sbe  kept  Aem  aacredljin  the 
Chamber  of  her  own  beeom.    Outwaidly  alie 
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was  all  encoungement.    8he  aeemed  to  wiah 
and  to  expeet  to  remain  here  for  erer. 

She  had  spent  a  lai^  portkm  of  her  lile  in  a 
State  of  Separation  Crom  me;  and  she  endea- 
▼oufed  to  call  to  mind  a  variety  of  such  cha- 
racters  and  adventures  as  might  prove  most 
amnring  to  me.    There  was  an  innocenoe  in 
her  manner  of  narration,  that  gave  a  donUe 
xest  to  all  she  spoke.  Malice  and  guUe  seemed 
to  lerne  their  most  yenomous  features,  when  she 
wmB  their  historian.    They  drew  a  peculiar  hue 
firom  the  goodness  of  her  heart.     Sometimes 
you  would  scareely  suppose  that  she  appre- 
hesded  the  baaeness^  the  selfishness  and  deceit, 
that  eyery  where  abound  anumg  mankind ;  but 
cFen  then,  when  you  thought  she  was  most 
their  dupe,  a  peculiar  «lotion  of  her  brow  or 
her  lip»  a  dropping  of  the  eye,  or  an  unexpected 
inflection  of  voice,  so  nnobtrosive  that  it  would 
have  wholly  escaped  the  notice  of  a  superfidid 
oheenrer,  pnnred  to  me  at  ooee  that  her  pene- 
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tniKNi  wis  TUfiA  aad  merrkig,  tbat  she  raw 
thiOQgh  tiie  ebboimteiKM  et  di^niae,  and 
lieved  cfery  thmg  in  its  tnie  ccdoars.  Her 
namthrea  faad  all  the  diarm,  which  ia  con- 
stantlf  ÜMUid  to  attend  lipon  an  enlightened 
and  qnicksiglited  simplicitjr.  Chanu*ter  was 
painted  im  them  bjr  a  fear  iinambitious  and 
oafcnzal  tooehes.  Incidenta  seemed  to  fidl  ex- 
aoüy  infeo  Ihetr  proper  places,  and  were  spoken 
of  neilher  vith  diaappointing  brevity  nor  te» 
om  circundocutioD.  There  was  not  a  woid 
either  too  Utile  or  too  niudi,  A  rapt  atteatiiNi 
traited  on  her  apeeck.  The  melodioaB  tones  of 
her  voice  gratified  the  seuse;  while  at  the  aame 
tim&  the  spirit  and  variety  of  her  delineatioiia 
never  suffered  the  thougfats  at  the  liatener  to 
weary  or  to  ^vander.  Even  I,.  who  had  a 
thouaand  thoms  witbin  my  breast  to  priek  and 
sting  me,  was  compoaed  in  mute  regaid^  and 
occasionaUy  foi;got  my  sorrows.  In  roy  tum  I 
undertook  to  amiiae.  my  dwightfr  wtth  an  ac- 
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oottnt  of  sceiies  she  had  not  seen»  or  with  ad« 
ventures  (such  as  did  not  touch  npon  the 
acuteat  xecoUections  of  my  soul)  that  were 
personal  to  myadf.  In  addition  to  this^  Ca- 
therine was  an  acoompiiahed  länger ,  and  played 
diirinelj  on  her  instmment,  so  that,  when  the 
evii  spirit  was  npon  me,  it  repeatedly  happened 
that^  like  the  ahepherd  in  the  Jewish  history, 
she  called  forth  the  talent  with  wbich  she  was 
endowedf  and  the  ''evil  spirit  dqmrted  froni 
me/'  I  procured  myself  books  of  history,  of 
wit,  of  Imagination,  and  thus  for  a  certain  pe« 
riod  beguiled  my  sorrows,  and  added  wings  to 
the  slow  foot  of  time. 

Nothing  conld  be  more  soothing  and  cheer- 
ful  than  the  aeenery  with  which  I  was  sur- 
ronnded«  It  was  the  pleasantest  season  of  the 
year,  when  the  heats  of  the  summer  were  in  a 
great  degree  abated,  and  the  snn  shone  alxnost 
every  day  with  a  mild  radiance.  The  crops 
were  gathered  in,  and  tiie  vintage  approached ; 

VOL.  iiu  D 


50  DBLORAINB.  CH. 

the  farmer  was  prosperous;  llie  peasantry  wne 
äatisfiied  with  tkeir  labours ;  and  every  one 
agreed  to  devote  himself  dternatelj  to  repow, 
to  hilarity  and  amuaement.  Bot  I,  alas,  foand 
in  myself  the  complete  contraat  at  tiie  objecU 
around  me.  Every  one  was  cheeifal;  bot  I 
was  sad.  Tbe  son  sbooe  to  the  senses  of  the 
rest ;  bat  over  me  there  hung  a  tUdc  and  pes- 
tilential  cloud.  Hie  sun  did  not  oomfint  me ; 
and  the  Stars  shone  for  me  in  vain.  Hie  Cime 
of  God  was  upon  me ;  and  the  fiends  of  me* 
mory  and  apprehension  haonted  me  fbr  evcr. 

I  rarely  went  into  the  city,  and  liad  scaiody 
formed  any  connections.  I  eaUed  howetrr 
sometimes  at  a  bookseller's  shop  in  die  High 
Street;  and  I  dropped  in^  tho«gli  rairiy,  at 
the  house  of  a  Frenchman,  witli  whom  I  had 
made  acqnaintance  at  Pftris,  bot  wbo  for  the 
last  two  or  three  yeats  had  teaided  «t  Bniges. 
The  Frenchman  was  ahnoat  the  mfy  penoo, 
who  could  be  caUed  a  visitor,  that  had  entered 
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oor  viUage  abode.  He  was  a  man  who  had 
devoled  himself  to  the  study  of  the  classics, 
and  was  diatingiiished  by  a  pure  and  elevated 
taste  in  tfae  works  of  art.  He  was  particularly 
fond  of  Btatuary;  and  his  saloon^  bis  study, 
and  bis  stair-case  were  plentilully  omamented 
with  choice  copies  of  tbe  remains  of  antiquity 
in  this  kind«  Like  myself^  he  had  no  suryiving 
kindred,  but  one  fair  daughterj  the  '^  immediate 
jewel  of  bis  soul."  This  girl  came  to  our  cot- 
lage  first  with  her  father,  and  then  more  than 
onoe  wühottt  bim*  She  had  imbibed  much  of 
his  tastesy  and  had  a  passion  for  drawing. 
Bits  of  landscape  she  executed  with  no  com* 
mon  skiU ;  and  some  of  her  delineations  f rom 
her  father's  statnes  were  admirable.  She  had 
lived  much  with  an  aunt  at  Paris,  a  woman  of 
manners  not  less  ixauk,  than  they  were  elq^ant 
and  graceful.  But  the  Frenchman  had  been 
inrolved  in  an  affair  of  state-intrigue ;  and,  the 
cabal  into  which  he  had  entered  being  detected 
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be&ce  i£  w3s  satait^  il  imd  bem  neeessary  for 
him  to  exxgage  ia  m  Hrt  af  OM^ranifle  with  the 
roIiziC  po^rifTs.  Tbgj  aDowed  him  to  relire  into 
trie  Xethgriani^  aad  to  retain  «ndistarbed  the 
n*ccs  C7f  hiä  propcstj,  vitk  the  undentanding 
thai  he  sLocId  ncrcr  agmin  act  foot  in  the  king- 
Ci.m  cf  Fnace  without  a  spedal  lioanoe  bdng 
f:7aiLte«i  him  for  tbal  porpose;  the  oooseqiienoe 
of  his  TioL&tlc^  this  onderstandiBg  bdng  de- 
«rlared  to  be  the  {bcfettaie  of  bis  estates,  and 
his  being  subjecied  to  m  rigorauB  piooeeding  in 
the  crimiDiäi  oouits  for  the  atale-cSeDce  in 
whicu  be  was  oonsideRd  aa  being  inTolved. 
He  tLerefore  pasaed  b»  life  in  gieat  privacy, 
and  eren  cbanged  bis  name. 

The  degree  of  lesernUance  between  his  for- 
tune  and  mine,  drew  ns  into  tenna  of  am« 
ßiderable  intiniacj.  I  however  was  ailent  as  to 
the  real  oocasion  thai  had  compeBed  me  to 
leave  my  conntiy,  and  gave  bim  to  undentand 
that,  like  bim,  I  had  been  engaged  in  my  own 
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oountry  in  an  affiur  of  a  political  nature,  which 
liad  imposed  on  me  the  necessity  of  retiring 
into  a  temporary  place  of  concealment.  I  had 
not  however,  like  bim^  been  fortunate  enough 
tö  enter  into  a  compromise  with  my  own  go- 
vernment^  and  waa  therefore  in  imminent  dan- 
ger of  pursuit  and  apprehension.  I  carefuUy 
auppressed  the  real  cause  of  my  exile.  Though 
M.  Morlaix,  that  was  the  name  by  which  my 
firiend  called  himself,  had  become  obnoxious  to 
the  govemment  of  hia  country^  it  did  not  follow 
that  he  would  feel  lümself  easy  in  the  society 
of  a  murderer.  Nor  cou]if  I  think  in  any  case 
of  making  a  voluntary  disclosure  of  the  oppro- 
hnum  and  disgrace  that  hung  upon  my  name. 
Thus  we  were  drawn  together  by  the  appa- 
rent  similarity  of  our  circumstances.  We  were 
each  under  a  cloud;  we  each  bore  a  false 
name,  and  were  each  of  us  banished  from  our 
native  country.  These  particulars  prevailed  on 
n\.e  for  once  to  break  through  that  thick  veil 
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thinking  hendf  too  happy,  if ^  by  unrenutted 
Tigilance^  and  a  apirit  of  sacrifice  that  diadaioed 
to  repine^  she  might  be  fortunate  enough  to.pK- 
serve  her  father's  liberty  and  forfeited  life. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


Wb  had  dweh  but  a  few  weeks  in  our  present 
place  of  abode,  when  it  happened  one  day  that 
I  took  occasion  to  visit  the  bookseller's  shop  I 
have  mentioned,  and  amused  myself  for  half- 
an-hour  with  tuming  over  the  pages  of  some 
new  publications.  There  was  a  room  behind 
the  shop,  separated  from  it  only  by  a  window 
and  a  curtain,  which  was  considered  as  tbe 
privileged  resort  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  town 
and  neighbottrhood,  and  removed  them  from 
the  ordinary  customen,  footmen  and  maid- 
servants,  who  came  for  their  incidental  pur- 
chases,  and  into  which  it  was  not  the  practice 
for  strangers  to  make  their  way,  unleas  intro* 
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doeed.  It  wns  in  thb  room  ihak  I  took  my 
seat.  Among  other  HiiDga  my  eril  gCBid» 
prompted  me  to  lay  my  band  lipon  a  fik  of 
English  newapapera*  I  was  alone;  and  I 
thought  I  might  indnlge  myself  in  thc  aad 
luxory  of  thus  viaiting  in  fancy  my  natire 
country,  npon  the  soll  of  which  I  might  per* 
hi^  never  again  set  my  CdoI.  I  ont  my  eye 
npon  the  record  of  marrii^pes  and  deaüia^  the 
persona  most  of  them  nnknown  to  me,  bot 
Bome  whose  namea  were  fiimiliar,  and  aome  of 
them  who  ranked  among  my  personal  aoqiHdoU 
ance. 

In  one  of  these  papers  my  eye  canght,  at  an 
instant's  glance,  by  an  tmavoidable  cooperatioii 
of  the  exterior  and  interior  senae,  my  Ofwn 
name.  It  was  most  paininL  I  wonld  have 
withdrawn  my  obsenrationy  and  penised  othcr 
artides  in  the  sheet;  bat  I  conld  not*  The 
Paragraph  which  had  thus  fixed  my  attentioD 
was  in  the  natare  of  an  adrertisement.     It 


tomUimoi  tny  Cbriatiim  aod  vamme,  the  naiw 
oi  my  OHiBtry^ieal;)  and  of  tbe  coimty  in  wbicb 
it  was  plac^d.  Zt.  s|^dfied  my  stature, ,  my 
tomfifodom  aad  my  fealurefi»  It  atate4  tbat  a 
ürarraal  had  been  isaued  by  tbe  corooef  o£  tbf 
epmu^  .againat  «aq^  upon  a  cbaqps .  of  wilfii) 
BMurder  «poa  tbe  body  of  WiUia9x  — r— «  It 
ipoke  of  ne  aa  baiving  fled  from  jastice,  and 
vemoved  to  a  place  of  conceahnestt.  It  men-^ 
tioned  ibai  I  was  probably  somewbere.about 
Ibe  metropolisy  but  added  tbttt  I  was  supposed 
to  bave  meditated  an  esoape  to  tbe  cootinent ; 
and  conduded  witb  the  offer  of  a  reward  of  five 
bandred  pounds  npon  my  being  lodged  in  tbe 
jail  of  my  native  oounty^  or  being  produced  and 
properiy  identified  at  any  of  tbe  p<dice-Qfficea 
of  tbe  oity  of  London^  tbe  attestation  of  the 
siagistrate  of  saeb  office  to  bis  Majeaty's  secrer 
tavy  of  State,  hektig  tbe  proper  autbority  for  tbe 
payment  of  tbe  reward  to  tbe  person  or  persona 
by  wbom  I  sbouU  be  delivered  into  custody. 
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dmm  «p  m  the  «ndiiiaiy  foniia^  and  nugbl 
Inne  beea  anlk^pited  by  me  alaiaat  wovd  f av 
iroid  aa  I  fband  h,  yH  sodi  is  tbe  naliire  of 
tke  hunoai  miiid,  tfaai  a  stroager  and  almott  a 
■ev  cffect  ia  prodaoed  upon  o,  wben  it  oomca 
lo  K  Mibjcitod  to  onr  scnae«  It  kiat  its  Yago^ 
ness»  the  miätT  and  obacnre  ibnn  ii  pievionsly 
hoi^  and  Ihrilkd  thioug^  tbe  manow  in  my 
bon«.  It  vaa  like  tbe  writing  upon  the  wall^ 
inscribed  tbcre  hy  viable  ^^  fingen  of  a  bmb's 
band«^  vbicb  wben BeUiaKzaraaw»  ''tbe  jointa 
of  bis  bnns  were  kiosed,  and  bis  kneea  amotie 
one  agsonst  tbe  olber." 

Tbe  paragra^  I  bdidd  atrack  at  my  liberty 
and  mT  life.  TW  tbe  bonr  of  tbe  raafa  act  I 
bad  oonunitted,  I  bad  been  a  reeognaaed  and 
autbentic  nMmber  of  die  ariatocracy  of  my 
countryi  pratected  by  its  lawa  in  all  my  imnui- 
niües  and  prifikges»  and  bonooied  by  my  fei» 
k>w»dtiaeB8.  ''Wben  tbe  yonngmcnsasrme;,'* 
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they  ätew  hack  with  reverence^  '^  und  the  aged 
«rose,"  and  aaloted  me.  Now  I  was  piockdmcd 
M  a  loatiiiieme  and  xejected  aicttber  of  the  eom«- 
muintyt  and  a  prke  was  fized  on  my  head«  If 
i  cantiBtted  to  eidst,  it  was  only  thait  the  anai 
of  public  justice  waa  too  ahort  to  reach  me  | 
and  I  imist  be  indebted  for  life  to  the  rapidity 
of  my  motiona,  or  the  subtlety  of  my  contri* 
▼aoGca.  'My  headwas  devoted^aTictim  to  the 
demanda  of  criminal  law ;  and  the  code  of  civi* 
lizstion  cx>uld  not  be  aatiafied  without  my  ex* 
tirpation.  On  my  grave  might  with  tnith  be 
inacribcd,  Here  lies  the  body  of  a  murderer  1 
^en  of  reflection  and  aobriety  woukl  shrink 
from  the  apot;  and  the  superatitioua  would 
expect  to  encoimter  my  ghost  in  the  ahadea  of 
night,  phudng  befinre  their  eyea  the  figure  of 
one  whom  the  earth  could  not  hide^  but  who 
waa  oondemned  for  ever  to  fireqnent  the  acene 
of  hia  mtadeeda. 
.  Such  wefe  the  itflectiona  that  haunted  my 
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lliouglitB^  at  the  paper  ky  betone  me  thflfc  g«ve 
Inrth  to  Aem.  My  soid  was  in  tomiilla.  AI* 
ternatdy  the  ideas  I  haveabove  exprened 
passed  in  aad  and  drearjr  order  befote  me ;  and 
alternately  they  shaped  themMlmes  into  a  wild 
and  terrific  dance  of  deatii,  tili  I  no  Im^er 
knew.  either  where  I  waa^  or  wfaat  I  was. 
At  kngth  my  thonglits  feU  into  somewbai  of 
a  slower  marcb;  and  I  saw  again  die  tkin^s 
that  were  before  me  and  beside  me. 

I  was  Bo  sooner  recoveced  Crom  thia  atate 
of  deürioaa  confosion  aad  agony^  than  I  ob* 
seired  a  persoBj  who  seemed  to  be  iiewly  ar* 
rivedy  and  whom  I  had  ne?er  seen  befofe, 
engaged  in  discoone  widi  die  mastcr  of  tfae 
Acfp.  He  distincdy  pronoimoed  the  Bane 
Deloraine.  I  was  by  tbis  dme  aaJBdmdy 
master  of  myself  to  be  awave,  that  thia  was 
not  tfae  name  by  which  I  was  known  in  Biugea» 
and  that  it  was  not  probable  diat,  tbas  pro* 
aonnced  in  the  ear  of  the  booksdler,  it  shoaU 
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have  in  bis  wind  the  smaUeit  connedion  witfa 
mf  pcncm«  The  covnoidmce  however  wm 
ahaning  and  dietronfaig  ta  me:  it  had  a  few 
tnomentB  betört  been  praiented  to  my  &ye ;  h 
vr9B  now  preiented  to  my  ear.  What  a  thing 
isgvUtl  ffow  is  it  with  fibe  8oul  of  man, .  whea 
every  trifle  shakes  it  ?' — I  coUected  every  aoue 
I  had  in  dw  sense  of  faeaiing,  and  tras  amdous 
tfaat  not  a  word  that  was  uttered  Bfaould  eacape 


I  0oon  fbund  Hiat  the  diseonnie  of  the 
atranger  felafeed  to  the  affiur  which  waa  the 
topic  of  the  Paragraph  I  had  read«  He  told 
the  bookaeHer  that  a  murder  had  been  com- 
mitted  in  England,  and  that  the  perpetrator 
had  esci^ed  by  sea«  He  aaid,  that  he  had  come 
thua  -far  fer  the  puvpose  of  cansing  me  to  be 
deüvered  up  to  justice,  tbat  he  had  foUowed  me 
to  Dmikirk,  and  that,  after  haring  aonght  for 
me  to  no  purpose  in  varioua  directions,  to  the 
floath  and  the  caat,  he  wa^  credibly  informed 
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tbat  I  had  been  aeea  at  Bruges.  He  todk  aat 
his  pocket^book,  and  drew  from  it  a  placaxd, 
printed  on  a  large  aheet  of  paper,  the  Cdotenta 
of  which  were  doubtless  the  aame,  as  that  of  the 
advertiBement  that  had  occaaioned  me  so  mach 
confuBion.  The  bookaeUer  aad  the  atrasfer 
fixed  thehr  efes  together  on  thi«  paper;  the 
bookseller  being  within-side  the  oounter^  and 
the  atranger  without.  Their  heada  were  ahnoat 
in  contact«  The  finger  of  the  stnuiger  pcunted 
to  one  partictdar  and  aoother;  and  the  man  of 
buainess  sometimea  ahook  hia  head^  and  aome* 
times  nodded. 

There  waa  I  alone  in  the  inner  room,  while 
all  this  conaultation  waa  going  on.  A  trana- 
parent  window^  with  a  slight  curtain  protecting 
me^  waa  all  that  divided  me  from  the  men  who 
had  thua  my  fate  in  their  handa.  I  was  dumb; 
Imovedneitherhandnorfoot;  I  acarody  dared 
ao  much  aa  breathe.  I  expected  every  moment 
when  the  shopkeeper  woidd  throw  open  the 
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door  behind  which  l  was  placed,  and  say,  There 
is  your  man !  He  did  not  atir  from  the  poüition 
in  which  he  was  placed.  He  still  pored  on  the 
words  of  tbe  placard.  At  lengtb  he  raiaed  his 
head,  and  fized  hia  eye«  on  the  strenger. 

I  thiidc^  Said  he^  I  can  giye  you  some  light  in 
Um  affiiir. — ^These  few  words  were  succeeded 
by  a  momentary  pause. 

A  man  was  in  my  shop  yesterday,  whose 
person  predsely  answers  to  the  description  in 
tbat  paper.  His  appearanee  was  very  »ingular; 
I  oould  not  keep  my  eyes  o£F  from  him»  I  ssud 
to  myself^  That  man  has  certainly  done  some« 
diing'  he  ought  not  to  have  done.  He  was  ex- 
ceedingly  flnrried ;  and  his  looks  were  ghastly. 
He  borst  into  my  shop  all  at  once^  and  yet 
seemed  scarcely  to  know  what  he  came  for.  He 
took  np  one  or  two  books  from  my  cowiter;  at 
the  same  time  looking  around  and  behind  witb 
great  nneasiness.    At  length  he  said^  I  am 
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fding  to  Osnabrück;  have  you  atiything  in  the 
natnre  of  a  Gnide^  that  may  be  oC  uae  tomel 
I  handed  him  a  ?<rfnne  fcom  my  ahehes*  He 
tucned  it.over  in  a  very  hurried  manacr^  asked 
me  the  prioe  of  it,  paid  fbr  it>  and^  witbont 
aayii^  a  ward  more^  paaaed  into  tbe  strcet. 
I  was  so  impressed  with  hk  appearance,  thafe  I 
directed  one  of  my  boya  to  foUow  him  at  a 
dtstance,  and  sce  where  he  went  to.  Helod^ed 
bim  at  the  Blue  Lion.  This  was  only  yestetday 
evening:  and  be  is  therefore  still  there>  or  in- 
telligence  may  probably  be  gtiacd  there  of  bia 
fartber  proceedings. 

The  change  which  thus  took  place,  wben 
thinga  seemed  to  be  at  the  worat,  was  an  in- 
expressible  relief  to  me.  My  Situation  bad 
been  like  that  irf amaa  witha  night-mar^  who 
f eek  that  he  has  the  wd^t  of  a  giganlic  and 
preternatnral  monster  cowering  on  bis  bieas^ 
,  becoming  heavier  every  moment,  tbreatemK 
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utterly  to  extingiiish  the  ptilmonaiy  action 
withont  which  life  cannot  subsist.  I  had  no 
power  oyer  a  single  articulation  of  my  frame. 

I  had  howeyer  no  sooner  found  this  relief^ 
and  the  bookseller  finished  the  detail  of  bis 
conjeetures,  than  the  street-door  opened ;  and 
wfao  shonid  enter  to  the  two  already  in  tbe 
shop^  but  Ambrose^  the  personal  and  trusted 
attendant  npon  my  nnfortunate  wife  }  He  was 
not  in  mouming:  for^  alas !  these  details^  which 
are  inseparable  from  every  other  establiahment 
in  my  rank  of  life^  conid  ha?e  no  place  under 
the  disaster  into  which  I  had  fallen.  My 
houshold  was  scattered ;  and  every  one  of  its 
members  had  been  suddenly  driven  to  seek  new 
resourcea  for  the  means  of  their  BubBistenee» 
He  was  not  in  livery;  but  he  advanced  with 
fhe  tokens  of  Submission  and  deference  which 
characterise  a  senrant^  towards  the  straDger^ 
who  provcd  to  be  Travers,  the  swom  brother 
and  avenger  of  my  unfortunate  victim.    Seeing 
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Um,  Traven  tamed  to  the  master  of  die  shop, 
expressed  himself  greatly  indebted  to  faim  for 
the  iafonnation  he  had  sopplied,  and  he  and 
Ambrose  passed  into  the  street  together. 
.  What  then  was  the  just  inferenoe  firom  the 
liew  disoovery  which  had  thus  been  thnist 
npon  me  ?  Trayers  in  his  oonvenation  with  the 
bookseller  had  avowed  that  he  had  passed  from 
England  to  Dunkirk,  and  from  Dunkirk  to 
Bniges,  for  the  expvess  purpose  of  cansing  me 
to  be  apprehended  and  delivered  up  to  jostioe. 
I  knew  nothing  of  IVavers;  I  had  not  so  mudi 
as  heard  the  name  of  the  man  who  had  bot  now 
been  separated  from  me  by  a  slight  partitimi. 
Bttt  I  could  obsenre  that  he  was  a  gentlemas, 
a  man  of  manners  and  education.  He  was  not 
of  the  usual  cast  of  the  hired  retainers  of 
executive  justice«  He  had  pbinly  engaged  in 
the  affiur  from  higher  motives.  He  had  de> 
Yoted  himself  to  the  pursuit  from  generoos 
sentiments,  from  pure  friendsh^  for  the  un- 
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fortouate  deoeaaed,  and  a  deterniination  that 
bis  deatroyer  ahould  be  viaited  with  an  ample 
levenge.  It  waa  olmoua  that  he  was  not  desti- 
täte  of  the  meana  which  ahould  enable  him  to 
eany  on  hia  purpoae  to  the  end.  By  what  in« 
coaceiyable  aubtlety  and  diligence  had  he  pro- 
ceeded  in  hia  object  ao  far  unerringly,  and  traced 
me  to  the  city  where  I  reaaonably  hoped  I  could 
conceal  myaelf  for  ever  ?  A  man  of  cool  blood 
in  my  aituation,  deapairing  of  auccesa,  would 
have  abandoned  all  further  contention,  would 
bave  no  longer  disquieted  himaelf  in  vain^  but 
have  aaid  to  hia  enemy,  Here  I  am;  act  your 
pleaanre  upon  me;  dispose  of  me  aa  may  seem 
good  in  your  aight. 

Such  waa  the  aober  judgment  I  might  have 
made  of  my  position,  when  I  aaw  Travera  only, 
and  heard  the  diacourae  he  addreaaed  to  the 
bookaeller.  In  reality  I  had  expected  every 
moment  when  the  maater  of  the  houae  would 
have  thrown  open  the  door  on  the  other  aide 
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of  vUdi  I  was  pboedy  and  haie  nid  to 
Tben  is  tbe  pmoo  joa  netk ! 

I  eacaped  that  danger.     Bot  how  hi 
esd^ed?    Traven  faad  brouglit  with  lu 
penao,  who  had  long  beea  in  the  habit  of 
»If  me  every  day  and  at  all  homs,  and  liad 
donbüeia  retained  him  in  hia  aenrioe,  and 
brouglit  him  with  him  in  hia  inqdaitioii^  od 
acooont  of  that  very  qualification.    Till  then  I 
had  tfaonght,  If  I  can  ooce  eacape  tnm  the 
apaitment  in  which  I  am  indoaedy  if  the  book- 
adler  doea  not  leoogniae  me  by  the  deaci^taon 
laid  before  him,  and  deliver  me  up  to  my  pur- 
aoer,  I  am  aafe.    I  was  like  a  biid,  by  natoie 
firee  aa  air,  and  whose  inheritanee  ia  the  sUei, 
«-^»pen  the  narrow  cage  in  which  he  ia  confined» 
and  he  spreads  hia  wings,  and  rgoieea  in  Im 
freedom»  and  darta  into  the  trackleaa  mad,  and 
poaaeaaea  an  nnUennshed  and   impicgnafale 
aecmity.    Even  so  I,  like  the  bixd,  best  my 
winga  againat  the  wiiea  of  my  cagt^  and  was 
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impatient  to  gel  beyond  the  narrow  bound  ia 
which  I  had  been  shut  up. 

In  the  mean  timej  suppoeing  the  door  that 
divided  me  f rom  my  purauer  had  been  thrown 
open,  I  should  still  not  have  been  destitute  of 
hope.  The  tradesman  and  the  stranger  would 
bawe  been  placed  before  me;  they  woold  have 
examined  my  feataves ;  they  would  have  com« 
pared  them  witb  the  description  contained  m 
the  pkicard  they  had  read.  What  then  ?  All 
likes  aie  not  the  same.  Fighting,  as  I  shonld 
hare  been  called  on  to  fight,  for  my  per« 
■onal  liberty,  and  againat  the  threat  that  hang 
over  me  ot  BXi  ignominious  death,  I  feit  fall 
rarely  that  I  fthould  have  been  able  to  maintdn 
my  ground  with  intrepidity.  Nothing  more 
wonld  be  necessary  than  that  I  should  teil  my 
Story  with  constancy  and  firmness.  Who  is  it 
that  has  tiie  andacity  to  say  that  my  name  is 
Delondne  ?  I  know  aothing  of  the  man;  I  am 
a  stranger  to  bis  history;  and  will  you  dare  to 
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ttfprire  mt  of  Ebccty,  dnl  I  maj  be  made  to 
aaswcrforkisGriiiies?  Avmy witliw gnnnd* 
les  a  pRtcBce !  Sund  off;  and  donottUnk 
to  RstniD  and  «hactle  me  with  your  ahanid 
coDJeitmgs  and  mantkin ' 

Bai  haw  diffoent  «aa  mj  oondhion,  whoi  I 
ckartf  SSV  tfaat  the  senrant  of  my  bfte  wife  was 
in  tbe  CBDiplojnnent  of  my  pimiu« !  He  «ould 
kive  identified  me  at  onoe.  It  was  do  loBgcr 
a  qaestioo  of  die  nook  thal  contained  me,  and 
my  eacape  firom  wfaich  I  antidpatod  with  in* 
concehable  joy.  Tlie  little  room  bdund  tbe 
bookseUer^s  shop  I  kad  legaidcd  aa  my  priaooy 
and  kad  pined  with  inerpreasible  eagemeas  lo 
be  cnlar^ed  firom  iL  Now,  on  the  oontnry,  I 
migtit  almost  regaid  it  aa  my  aanctuaiy.  Tlie 
moment  I  shouUL  gel  out  into  the  atzeet,  I 
shoukl  be  exposed  to  the  haaaid  of  my  cnemy. 
I  could  not  tum  a  oomer,  that  mi^t  not  plaoe 
him  espcessly  in  my  way.  If  I  were  at  ooe 
cnd  of  a  stieel^  and  he  al  the  other,  he  woald 
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in  all  likelihood  recognise  me,  so  familiär  to  his 
iight  wef€  the  outline  of  my  person  ^  the  depen« 
dency  of  my  limbs,  and  the  carriage  to  which 
I  waa  aoeoBtomed.  I  must  call  upon  darkness 
to  Cover  me^  and  douds  and  thick  darkness  to 
enabk  me  to  pass  along  UDperceiyed. 


VOL.  III. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


I  HAD  however  small  time  for  deliberatioD. 
Ambrose  and  the  stranger  had  passed  out  into 
the  Street  together.  As  they  had  not  exehanged 
so  much  as  a  word  in  the  shop,  it  was  nnavmd- 
able  to  believe  that  their  first  moments  wouU 
be  occupied  with  the  Information  that  Trayer» 
had  received  from  the  bookseUer.  Tliey  woold 
then  in  all  probability  proceed  to  the  Blue  lion, 
which  the  bookseller  had  pointed  cut  aa  the 
preseut  abiding  ot  Deloraine.  I  knew  in  whidi 
direction  that  object  would  lead  them.  The 
Frenchman  I  have  mentioned,  fortunatdy  re- 
sided  in  a  di£ferent  qoarter  of  the  town.  I  had 
no  time  for  hesitation.    There  was  a  back-door 
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which  led  from  the  bookseUer's  counting-house 
into  one  of  the  lanes  of  the  city.  This  door, 
though  not  often,  was  sometimes  used  by  per- 
Bona  who  teaorted  thither,  as  I  had  done,  to 
read  the  newspapers  and  look  oyer  the  new 
pablications^  to  whom  it  afforded  a  Bhorter  cut 
to  their  reepective  habitations  than  by  paseing 
into  th^  Btreet.  I  opened  this  door  and  with- 
dcew.  The  circumstance  probably  woold  not 
be  adrerted  to  as  singular.  And,  if  it  were,  my 
Situation  did  not  allow  a  liberty  of  choice«  I 
proceeded  with  all  expedition  to  the  residence 
of  my  fiiend,  the  only  person  who  could  render 
me  the  assistance  I  needed  in  my  present 
emeigency. 

.  I  foimd  M..Morhiixat  home  and  alone.  I 
assuimd  an  atr  of  as  mach  tranquillity  and 
composure  as  I  could  put  into  my  countenance. 
The  character  I  had  to  personate  was  exceed- 
iugly  difierent  from  that  which  truly  belanged 
tome.  In  political  enterprises,  however  bazard- 

b2 
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<ms  tikid  daring)  a  man  necessarily  acta  in  co* 
Operation  Midi  others^  and  for  Bome  puUic 
purpose;  and  the  conoeption  of  the  end  he  has 
in  view,  and  the  approbation  and  common 
sentiment  of  the  honourable  men  with  whom 
he  had  united  himself^  snstain  him.  I  had  no 
such  Support,  and  drew  my  only  incitement  to 
perseirere  firom  that  desperate  lo?e  of  life,  whidi 
is  found  in  almost  all  cases  to  increase,  in  pro- 
portion  to  the  seeming  hopflessneaa  of  the 
circumstandes  that  beset  us. 

Presently  however  I  began  to  consider  the 
subject  in  a  very  diflEerent  light,  in  a  light  by 
no  means  so  disheartening  and  so  withering. 
I  was  not  alone  in  the  world.  There  sat  beside 
me  the  iUustrious,  the  unparalleled  Catherine. 
I$he  had  every  excellenoe  that  could  dignify  a 
woman,  every  peifection  that  could  add  luatre 
to  human  nature.  She  had  youth;  she  had 
beauty;  she  had  a  penetrating  understan^ng, 
and  a  snscepüble  heart«    She  was  gifted  with 
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tfae  most  exquisite  taste;  and  the  treasures  of 
knowledge  and  intellect  were  her  own.    She 
tras  the  abstract  of  all  that  ia  admirable  in 
woman«    Tet  thia  being,  thus  endowed»  gave 
herseif  up  for  me.    She  YDliintarily  shut  herself 
out  from  that  world  which  she  was  so  eminently 
4}ualified  to  adorn;     She  stripped  herself  of 
ibe  glories  of  her  charaeter,  and  submitted  ta 
be  tny  obscare  and  fireside  companion.    She 
shunned  the  applauses  of  those  who  would 
naturally  have  been  her  associates .  She  watched 
my  slightest  emotions,  and  unweariedly  songht 
to  smooih  the  pillow  under  my  anxious  and 
aching  head.    She  searched  out  every  thing 
lliat  could  amuse  and  enliven  me.    She  cheated 
tfae  sad  hours  of  my  solitude.    To  light  up  one 
smQe  on  my  lipS|  to  elieit  one  spark  from  my 
dim  and  despuring  eye^  seemed  to  her  the  all- 
sufficient  reward  oS  a  thousand  labours. 

What  most  of  all  impressed  me,  was  thatl 
seemed  of  such  vast  consequence  to  this  angelic 
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creature,  Poor  aüd  despicable  a6  I  was  in  my- 
self^  I  derii^ed' an  unque^tionable  valoe  from 
h^r.  I  regard^d  mysdf  with  inexpreBsibk 
adf-abäsement;  I  was  nothing»  and"  lesa  than 
nbthing  in  my  own  bpimon»  a  vile  and  loath- 
flome  weed»  incnmbering  the  earUi,  and  iofect- 
ing  ihe  air  with  contagion:  bat  I  thoogfat  of 
Catherine,  and  became  in  a  sort  endeared  .to 
myself .  She  aeemed  to  Ihre  only  in  me ;  there 
was  the  appearance  as  if  she  wonld  perish  with* 
out  me,  that  the  existence  of  this  resplendent 
being  was  indissohibly  connected  with  my  firail 
existence.  Oh,  then  I  became  criT  eonaequcnoe 
inmyowneyes!  I  was  eager  to  presave  myaelf 
from  destruötion,  sinoe  so  lovdy  a  being  seemed 
to  depend  upon  me,  even  aa  the  most  glorioiis 
and  delicate  flower  of  the  garden  draws  the 
continuity  öf  its  being  from  thfi  unsightly  rool. 
I  saw  myself  in  her.  I  had  a  motive  for  taking 
care  of  myself,  and  preserving  me  from  liann, 
since  the  most  excellent  being  I  ever  knew,  the 
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iQOSt  pniBdj  dimntaeitedy  mm  Mly  to  be.pre- 
flerved^  by  jneans  of  my;  being  pnseiTedL 

I  tfaerefofe  entered.  mth  eaaiest  heait  into 
the  measwts  which  the  ei;^dfl  I  vnm  placed  ki 
demamled  book  me»  I  told  fuy  fUend  that  I 
had  bot  thal  moment  disco^et^  thftt  there 
were  perwnifl  in  Ibuges  who  irere  in  pürsnit  of 
me^  and  wbo^  aa  I  firmly  beUeved,  were  anned 
witb  fall  powers  to  apprehend  me^  backed  hf 
tbe  anUiciiily  of  those  who  exerdsed  the  «u- 
preme  govemmeot  of  the  AoQirian  Netherlanda» 
I  added,  that  I  had  myaelf  actually  behdd^ 
withopt  being  diicofered^  obe  of  the  individnak 
diapatdied  ftota  Wngl^md  for  this  piirpofle>  who 
was  perfeotly  accfiuunted  with  my  person  and 
featurea.  It  was  therefisre  of  importance  to 
mej  that  I  shoold  quit  Aroges  and  its  neigh- 
bonrhood  withoat  the  smallest  delay^  and,  if 
possiUe^  kave  no  vestige  behind  by  means  of 
which  the  new  place  of  my  retieat  shoold  be 
traced. 
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My.friend  taw  the  eaniestiieiB  and  ezdte- 
ment  \iuder  vliidi  I  «pAe^  and,  wiAoiit  ie* 
qmtiiig  aoy  /aller  elvcidation  of  myinystery,  en- 
tered  with«n  enftiie  good  wiU  upon  liie  peifbmi« 
anceofwhatlrequiitedofhim.  Heundertookto 
provide  a  coi^le  of  horaes,  audi  as  in  England 
are  known  by  the  name  of  gallowaya,  fbr  the 
immediate  escape  of  mywtU  and  CaAerine.  In 
the  mean  time  I  diapatched.  a  note  to  her>  m* 
fornüng  her  of  tiie  neoeaaity  of  cor  decamp- 
mentj  and  deairing  her  to  haTe  every  thmg 
prepared.  The  night  waa  no  aooner  aet  in, 
than  I  yentured  alone  into  the  atreeta,  and, 
finding  no  tokena  of  any  one  obaenring  me, 
hastened  with  all  ezpedition  to  onr  Tillage. 
The  horses  were  fiilly  m  readineaa ;  and  Ca- 
therine was  waiting  in  her  travelling  dreaa. 

Ohj  my  child^  aaid  I^  aa  aoon  aa  I  aaw  her, 
how  bitter  a  potion  is  thia  which  I  adminiater 
to  you  I  We  are  no  aooner  aat  down  in  a  little 
apparent  quiet,  than  we  are  inatantly  obliged  to 
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qut  aar  abode«:  My  doom  is  perpetcod'  wan- 
dering  aad  qipreheoflion,  csternal  conoealment 
and  ever^ntfw  alanii^  wliich  cbq  nev^  be  ter- 
niiiiated  otherwise  than  by  theaetual  occurrence 
of  tbe  warst  that  we  fear.  Repentj  while  there 
iß  yet  lime  !  Serer  yöur  yoang  and  healthful 
frame  from.my  nithered  aad  accursed  stock  ! 
Betqm  to  your  friends  in  England^  and  be^  as 
yon  ai6  so  weU  qualified  to  be,  the  omament 
aad  pride  of  every  circle  in  which  you  move ! 

My  ftther !  rq[)lied  the  heroic  girl,  do  not 
think  you  shall  ever  change  xiiy  determined 
purpose.  Fear  me  not !  I  have  made  up  my 
mind  to  every  thing  that  can  happen;  and 
nothing  can  shake  my  firmness,  or  discompose 
the  settled  temper  of  my  spirit.  I  count  every 
thing  that  I  ean  do  as  a  glory,  and  shall  think 
myself  haHowed  aad  consecrated  by  every 
Service  I  can  render  you,  and  every  the  least 
mitigation  I  can  afford  you  in  your  trials.  The 
greater  are  your  di£Bculties  and  distress,  the 

b5 
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more  reaiflUesfi  is  taj  Obligation  never  to  sepa- 
rate myaelf  frpm  you. 

How  I  adoved  tbe  betoic  paitneirof  my  to3s  \ 
She  turaed  har  badL  upon  the  letixement  in 
which  we  had  fixed  ouraelvea»  and  caat  heradf 
once  more  a  atranger  and  a  wanderer  upoa  the 
worM  without  a  sigh.  An  unknown  and  a 
celestial  eseigy  aeemed  to  auataui  her.  I  ipoke 
a  few(wprd»  to  <»iir  servant»  at  parting.  I  said 
thirt;  ^rbaps .  we  ahould  be  abaent  for  some 
days.  If  the  time  pioved  of  longer  daralmy 
I  referred  them  to  M.  Morlaix  for  explanatiim 
and  Orders. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


CATHSBiim  and  myrclf  Bpeedily:  gainttl  fche 
idf^  road*  It  was  now  deep  niglvt)  and  as 
darit  as  we  oould  deaiire*  Oar  Tieir  in  Ite  int 
instance  was  to  attom  the  cky  df  Ghent  ^  and 
the  jFoad  lüither  was  so  otmous  that  we  conld 
flcarcely  miss  it*  Tho^li  Ihe  diittance  bel^^een 
GHient  and  Bruges  woce  only  tbirty  miles^  yet 
sudi  a  removal,  in  die  first  instance,  was  of 
inoonoeividble  importance  to  me.  it  wonld  8«t 
a  palpaUe  diataace  bet^roen  me  aad  my  pur-^ 
snei« ;  and^  tili  that  was  done^  I  fdt^  as  Homer 
ezpreeses  it^  their  breath  sensibly  blowing  in 
my  neck  behind  me.  I  seized  the  opportunity 
of  onr  commencing  joarneyy  to  give^  Catherine 
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in  few  wofd»  the  leading  paiticulan  of  ihat 
which  bad  oocasiooed  me  so  much  teiror  and 
alarm. 

We  then  prooeeded  for  some  time  in  silence 
and  at  a  round  pace.  Catherine  had  been  a  tra- 
veller,  and  waH  an  excellent  horaewoman.  We 
had  the  road  to  ooraelves;  and,  baving  now  ad- 
▼anoed  fbr  an  honr  unintemipted,  1  b^an  to 
feel  within  me  a  comparative  tranquillity.  Of 
a  Budden,  Hoah !  aud  Catherine;  surdjr  I  hear 
behind  us  the  stqpa  of  a  horse  advancing  in  the 
same  direction.  I  thought  ao  to.  Bjr  degttn 
the  thing  became  more  perceptible ;  and  it  was 
piain  the  stranger  gained  upon  ua.  My  sool 
was  for  the  moment  bound  up  in  the  aenae  of 
hearing;  and  I  could  perceive  that  the  an» 
known  person  was  aione.  Ulis  took  off  £rom 
the  feeling  of  terror  and  alarm  I  might  other» 
wise  haye  entertained.  I  jndged  at  onoe  that 
it  was  most  improbable  that  the  persona  I  had 
Seen  at  the  boökseller's  shop  shonld  be  in  the 
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leaat  oonoemed  with  this,  or  bould  so  instan« 
taneouflly  hat^e  diBcovered  the  route  I  had  taken, 
and  be  already  in  my  track. 

The  sIranger  was  ecEtremely  well  mounted ; 
and  he  gained  upon  ua  eveiy  instant.  He  was 
speedily  hy  my  side.  It  is  well,  said  I :  as  he 
has  advanced  npan  us  so  rapidly^  no  doubt  he 
will  pass  US  as  quickly,  and  be  presently  out 
of  sight.  In  tbis  however  I  was  disi^pointed : 
the  horseman  had  no  sooner  come  np  with  us, 
than  he  checked  bis  pace,  and  manifested  a 
seemin^  purpose  to  install  himself  our  compa- 
uion.  I  was  exceedingly  disturbed  at  this. 
Thougb  I  bad  decided  that  he  had  no  oonnec- 
tion  with  my  dreaded  piursuers,  yet  my  critical 
Situation,  and  the  ever^alive  worm  of  conscienoe 
did  not  fail  to  inspire  me  with  uneasiness,  and 
kad  me  to  question  whether  my  first  decision 
had  not  been  too  hasty.  I  carefnUy  surveyed 
the  stranger ;  but  he  was  enveloped  in  a  cloak, 
even  to  bis  Tery  head,  so  that  I  could  gain  no 


86  OELORAINS.  U. 

iatififaetioB.  M  iatnitiyely  feit  a  dwindiinnkwi 
to  fij^eak  to  bam,  as  if  tbe  yery  acNlnd  o(  mf 
voice  might  in  some  way  beoome  a  aource  of 
injury.  The  scene  therafoce  for  a  time  pro- 
oeeded  in  BÜenoe.  I  endeavoured  in  eveiy  way 
I  conld  tö  «hake  off  the  unwelcome  intrnder« 
I  cfaecked  the  pace  of  my  hone  to  a  walk  y  and 
preaently  after  urged  Um  into  a  gallop*  Ca- 
therine uaderstciod  me,  kept  a  quiek  eye  upmi 
me,  äad  did  bb  I  did.  Bat  nnfortuately  ao 
did  the  atranger.  Detenniaed  in  my  pvpoae, 
I  caoaed  my  hone  to  atand  atiil ;  ao  did  Ca* 
therine  $  ao  did  the  atranger. 

ProYoked  beyond  meaanre  by  Üie  ofaatinaey 
0i  the  intmder,  I  fdt  the  neoeaaity  of  breaking 
nlence.  I  said  to  him  in  Frencb,  at  the  aame 
time  diBgnising  the  tone  of  my  vcnce,  Sir,  haie 
I  the  honour  of  your  acquaintance  ?  If  not^  I 
give  yon  good  night. 

All  men  know  all  men,  rqpÜBd  the  attaager. 
And  for  your  good  night  I  woaM  thank  yoe. 
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■aro  tilat  if&a  wxe  ghriog  UM  wbich  you  ksre 
Qot  to  bestow. 

Tbe  y^öIdB  thus  uttered  sowided  maohemit 
enovgh.  I  congraitiilaited  myedf  boweFer  tluit 
tibe^Toioe  in  ürliich  thfiy  were  i^ken  was  en- 
tuüf  ncw  to  tno.  Meanwhile  thb  circam« 
atanee  did  not  aker  my  detennined  pmpoae ; 
and  I  proceeded: 

I  do  not  well  underatand  your  obäerrations ; 
nor  do  tbey  seem  intended  to  be  imderatood. 
AUthat  I  have  to  aaythevefore  ia^that  it  ia  tot 
my  cnatom  to  ride  with  Btrangers  in  a  puUie 
load;  and  I  beg  that  you  will  choose  your  pace^ 
tbat  I  may  be  at  liberty  to  chooae  mine. 

Face  \  cried  tbe  stranger :  I  do  not  knov 
wbat  to  say  to  that.  Some  men  drive;  and 
others  are  driren.  Tbe  wisest,  of  whom  I  am 
one,  do  something  between  both.  Tou  perhi^s 
are  for  Gbent ;  now  I  am  going  to  Osnabrück. 

The  Word  Osnabrück  immediately  Struck  me, 
thougb  for  some  moments  I  could  not  teil  why. 
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At  lengtk  I  leDoUectsd  it  «8  the  destinalioD  of 
the  fiedae  Deloraine,  wbo,  fortanalely  for  me^ 
had  been  eubstitated  for  the  true  in  the  book- 
seller'fl  shop* 

If  I  had  my  own  will,  cmitinued  the  stnmger, 
I  ahonld  now  be  fast  aaleep  in  bed  at  the  Blae 
Lion  at  Broges.  But  impertinent  intruden 
have  forbidden  thia ;  and  I  am  aooordingly  now 
at  midnight  at  a  8tand*8till  on  the  public  road. 

Those  idlowB,  he  pursued,  with  their  pretenoe 
of  talking  Engliah  thougfat  to  deoäve  me ;  bat 
I  was  up  to  them*  I  got  off  from  my  qnarteis 
unaeen;  and  here  I  am,  mounted  upon  my 
faithful  steed,  wfaich,  when  I  pleaae,  goea  at  a 
rate,  that  no  one  yet  haa  been  aUe  to  over* 
take. 

These  observationa  were  tnily  alarming  to 
me.  From  tbem  I  concluded  that  Travers  and 
Ambroae  had  in  aome  way  missed  of  the  man, 
of  ^om  they  had  gone  in  pursnit»  His  de- 
stination  however  was  notorious.    As  he  hsd 
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proclaimed  it  at  the  bookseller's  sbop,  so  pro-^ 
bably  had  lie  at  the  Blue  Lion ;  aäd,  if  I  did 
not  take  care>  the  scent  of  the  falte  D^mdne 
might  serve  to  guide  my  enemies  in  the  track 
of  the  true.  I  detennined  however  to  make 
one  more  effort  by  mild  means  to  shake  oft  the 
intnider.    I  seid : 

If  your  arrival  at  Osnabrück  is  so  important, 
conaider^  there  are  many  roads  that  lead  to  it. 
Is  it  advisable  then  that  you  should  pursne  so 
pablic  a  way  as  that  of  Ohent  ? 

Oh^  excuse  me,  sir^  said  the  stranger.  I 
hsEve  many  reasons  for  choosing  theae  public 
highways :  chiefly^  that  it  enables  me  to  pick 
up  followers ;  for  a  king  without  subjects  is 
but  a  shadowy  monarch.  I  know  my  own 
greatness ;  but  there  are  those  who  would 
ghdly  clip  my  wings.  They  once  tried  it^  by 
shtttting  me  up  in  a  house  with  bars  to  the 
Windows^  and  spikes  to  the  walls ;  but  I  gave 
them  the  slip.    And  now^  to  say  the  truth, 
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that  I  hai^  fonnd  eompanions,  I  cus  not  if 
diey  overtake  i|s.  My  pünniera  aie  bot  imo : 
and'we  two  are  a  match  for  thoM  two  all  Ibe 
worid  over.  Not  to*  mcntion  tha  lady^  whoee 
presence  is  to  nie  the  asaiüed  harhinger  of 
viirtory* 

Ab  he  spoke,  the  stranger  Üiiew  back  tbe 
cape  of  bis  doak^  wfaich  had  bitherto  oonoeakd 
bis  face;  and  I  took  a  suirey  of  bia  peraon« 
He  rode  bareheaded ;  and  I  ootdd  traoe^  in  tbe 
wildness  of  hia  geatures^  and  tbe  dirtnrbed  ex- 
presflion  of  bis  iigure,  a  confinnaiion  of  wbat 
I  already  süapected — ^that  be  was  a  poor,  de- 
ranged  creatore,  reoently  escaped  from  bia 
keepers. 

I  had  tried  temporising  metboda  wiA  bfan  m 
vain.  It  was  of  the  last  importance  to  me  to 
be  rid  of  bim.  Ezclusively  of  tbe  ciicim- 
stance,  that  bis  presence  migfat  be  a  guide  to 
my  pursuers,  and  prove  a  sbackle  to  my  prcH 
ceedings  in  a  case  of  emergency^  I  also  reguir 
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ed  bim  bb  e  wpy  upon  my  inovements,  and  ari 
auffieieBtIy  reasonable  amidst  all  Ms  ineohe- 
rence,  to  be  abk  to  give  dangeroos  Information 
respecting  my  motions.  I  therefore  determlned 
upon  a  last  step  to  free  me  from  his  presence. 
The  tbought  of  the  peril  to  which  I  was  ex- 
posed  had  already  urged  me  to  put  my  hone 
to  hifl  swiftest  pace^  to  which  the  man  had  cor- 
responded  aa  before.  Without  checking  my 
progress,  I  rode  up  cloae  to  his  aide^  and  said 
to  him  in  an  emphatical  manner : 

Harkye,  air^  I  have  no  more  time  for  tri- 
flingl — I  know  you  for  an  eacaped  Innatic; 
and  it  is  therefore  my  duty  to  aeize  you^  and 
convey  you  to  a  place  of  aafety. — ^And^  aaying 
this^  I  Btretched  out  my  band,  aa  if  intending 
to  arreat  him« 

Thia  proceeding  of  mine  had  the  desired 
effiset.  The  maniac  auddenly  drew  hia  steed 
aereral  yarda  apart  from  me^  and  then^ — after 
having  indulged  in  a  portcntoua  and  fearful 
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laughi  and  exdaiming^  I  am  not  mad  enough 
however  to  be  aeized  by  you — ^ui^ed  his  bone 
to  the  top  of  bis  speed^  and  was  preseDtly  &r 
a-bead  of  us  on  tbe  road.to  Gbent. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


I  icusT  frankly  confess  rnyself  at  this  distance 
unable  to  recoUect  in  order  of  time  and  place 
the  endleBS  persecutions  I  have  been  fated  to 
undergo.  No  day  could  I  call  my  own;  no 
houT  have  I  been  free  from  the  direst  alann. 
The  watches  of  the  night  have  been  fall  of 
terror  to  me.  All  day  I  have  watched^  not 
perhi^s  with  the  sense  of  seeing^  for  that 
would  have  been  too  perilous  to  me,  bat  with 
the  sense  of  hearing,  for  the  approach  of  the 
foe,  for  those  Btealthy  Bteps  which  I  supposed 
e?er  at  band  to  surpriBe  me.  If  at  any  time 
weary  nature  within  me  sooght  for  repose,  if 
my  senses  were  steeped  in  a  short  oUivion, 
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this  was  far  from  betng  a  refireshment  to  me. 
My  viaions  were  wild^  incoherenty  tonnenting, 
beyond  the  power  of  words  to  deacribe ;  my 
soul  was  tumultuously  hurried  along  in  xeatkss 
ecstasy;  I  feit  that  every  thing  which  preacntcd 
itself  to  my  inner  sense  was  inoonsistent,  con- 
tradictory^  impossiUe;  yet,  impossiUe  as  it 
was,  I  was  compelled  to  believe  it.   My  dfeams 
were  endless;   I  wandered  among  locka  and 
deserts  with  f ailing  and  wearied  steps ;  yet  the 
actual  time  consumed  by  these  dieams  was  bvdt 
as  a  moment :  I  started  and  woke  with  ever- 
fresh  alarm,  as  if  of  some  terrific  oeHainty. 
My  blood  was  fevered;  my  brain  was  mad- 
dened }  my  hours  were  fiodl  of  delirions  imagi- 
nations,  which  again  were  sobered  and  rednoed 
to  compulsory  steadiness  by  the  near  apprehen- 
sion  of  some  fatal  mlence.  TheonlymitigatkNi 
I  experienced  to  these  tortures  was  in  the  pie* 
sence  andsoothingcareof  raydsnghter,  when  I 
could  have  her  near  me,  whioh  was  not  alwnys. 
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How  Üben  te  it  poBsibte  tfaat,  amidst  all  this 
diMriet  of  lAy  hnin.  Hob  firenzy  of  ihe  soul^  I 
can  reoollect  thingB  *m  llie  Order  of  time  and 
fiace }  I  cannot.  Only  here  and  ihere  by  some 
Btaoige  ac<4dBnt  I  call  tö  mind  a  memorable 
«cene,  iriiich  trenched  too  deep  a  gash  in  my 
spirit  evertoi  be  forgotten.  These  soenes  are 
intnkted.  I  cannotform  an  Image  of  what  ivent 
before  or  ^vfaat  foHowed.  Thejr  start  up  like 
lliOBe  rare  spoto  which  are  fonnd  by  travellerB 
tat  tiie  deBertSj  breaking  by  brief  intervala  the 
gloomy.aiid  ^eerlesa  monotony  of  the  lest  of 

tbe]<romey. 

One  pf  theae  was  when^  after  having  under- 
gonetrariouB  alarms  during  the  day,  soffidently 
groimdless  perhaps,  but  which  in  the  diaeaaed 
State  of  my  feelings  carried  with  them  the 
force  of  irrefiragable  truth,  we  arrived  within 
aij^t  of  «  aolitary  manaion^  We  were  nnat* 
tended  and  on  foot«  The  manaion  waa  on  the 
shorea  of  the  Rhine«    It  waa  built  on  the  crag 
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of  a  radct  ahdterod  o&  ime  aide  bf  a  Ugh 
wood^  and  on  the  otber  boidered  by  larian, 
wfaicli  led  by  an  irrq^uhr  and  denooa  coune 
to  the  yery  banks  ot  the  river.  Beiwecii  tbe 
two,  and  in  the  front  of  the  house^  ran  a  nar^ 
low  road,  uneven  and  rugged  in  its  mufaet,  bot 
suffident  for  the  occaaionB  of  the  tenanta  of  the 
manaion«  The  road,  thongh  of  amall  breadtb, 
and  shut  in  for  the  moat  part  by  the  neariy 
impracticaUe  aaperities  of  the  soil,  bad  not 
however  on  the  one  aide  or  the  other  any  pre» 
eise  limita,  bot  had  occasional  openinga^  aflbrd- 
ing  an  opportunity  to  the  traveller  to  peaelnte^ 
if  he  so  pleasedy  into  the  leaa  obnoua  parts  of 
the  acenery^  and  to  withdraw  himaelf  bom  the 
Observation  of  the  plodding  and  ordinary  way* 
farer.  Into  the  entrance  of  a  sort  ot  cavcniy 
which  waa  among  the  diveraitiea  of  the  soene, 
Catherine  and  I,  after  some  hoiva  of  diaoon* 
solate  wandering^  withdrew  ouradvea  to  con- 
sult  upon  what  waa  nejot  to  be  done.    We 
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hßnd  a  aort  ol  natoral  beacb»  wIbcIi  fieeined  to 
ocNtft  U8  to  a  few  mifiules'  repose« 

We  liad  eaeh  of  ua  cast  a  wietfol  look  upon 
tbe  maoakm  whicfa  waa  at  band.  There  was 
HO  ofther  rditge  near;  and  night  was  ahnt* 
tti^  in  bat  upon  us.  We  aeemed  therefore 
impdled  to  aeek  the  aheiter  of  thia  roof.  In 
aoUtary  situations  hoapitality  to  a  certain  ex* 
tent  is  the  inevitable  duty  and  lot  of  the  inha* 
bitanta;  and  tbey  are  ordinarily  prepared  to 
yield  it.  Suapidon  and  cautiouaneaa  however 
were  entailed  upon  us ;  and  it  appeared  more 
advisable  to  feel  our  way  in  the  firat  inatance^ 
than  to  plunge  at  once  into  what  might  be  not 
uoattended  with  peril.  Catherine  was  young : 
she  had  atight  and  innocent  heart,  and  nothing 
to  reatrain  her  exertiona.  She  accordingly  of- 
feied,  and  I  did  not  contradict  her  afFectionate 
suggeation^  to  go  firat,  and  undertake  to  aound 
thedispoaition,  and  observe  upon  the  character, 
of  the  tenant  oi  the  manaion. 

yoL.  jix.  p 
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She  prooeeded  aooordingly.  I^  bat  at  a  safe 
difitance^  and  with  a  fluttering  faeart^  watched 
her  Steps.  She  found  that  the  principal  ooca- 
pier  of  the  mansion  was  a  woman ;  aod  Cathe- 
rine was  immediately  admitted  to  her  preeenoe. 
Her  appearance  was  prepossessing ;  her  man- 
ner  was  polished  and  humane.  She  was  abcmt 
forty  years  of  age.  Thon^  Catherine  acoosted 
her  first  in  French,  she  was  both  surpriaed  and 
delighted  to  find  her  EngKsh.  Catherine  faad 
been  much  of  a  traveller:  but  English  blood 
still  flowed  in  her  yeins ;  and  the  earliest  habits 
of  her  life  yet  savoured  of  her  native  coontry. 
It  may  be  that  the  habits  of  a  Fienchman,  a 
German,  or  a  Spaniard  are  not  less  oongenial 
to  our  general  nature :  but  to  a  naÜTe  of  this 
island  they  unavoidably  appear  in  some  d^ree 
artificial ;  and  we  feel  ourselves  more  confiden« 
tial  and  assured^  when  we  impart  our  Commu- 
nications to  one  of  ourselves.  Catherine  told 
a  simple  tale^  of  herseif  and  her  fiither,  wan- 
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derors  at  a  distance  f rom  their  country,  being 
ben^bted  in  thü  solitary  place.  The  appear- 
ance  of  my  daughter  tdid  the  rest.  The  miBtress 
of  the  mansioiL  saw  in  her  a  young  peraon 
of  superior  character  and  refined  sentimentB. 
H^  beauty,  her  complexion^  the  elegance  of 
her  maoners,  her  speech  true  to  nature  and  to 
feeling,  interested  the  heart  of  the  lady^  and 
instilled  an  undoubting  persuasion  that  she 
€Quld  do  nothing  but  right  in  yielding  to  the 
Petition  of  such  a  suitor,  which  ehe  did  in  the 
most  gracious  and  encouraging  manner.  Ca- 
therine sought  me  with  her  report;  and  we 
were  apeedily  installed  in  a  private  room,  with 
a  cheerful  fire  blazing  on  the  hearth^  and  all 
other  aocommodations  that  could  conduce  to 
the  refreshment  of  a  weary  traveller.  The 
manner  of  our  hostees  put  us  at  our  ease ;  and 
we  reliflhed  with  especiai  zest  the  Bweets  of  a 
Gomfortable  roof  in  a  remote  and  sequestered 
part  of  the  world^  after  the  toil  and  uncertain- 
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tieft  of  the  preceding  days.  Our  hostess  «at 
down  with  us^  and  tried  to  amase  us.  8he  was 
aparing  of  questions,  aa  sbe  was  too  well  bxed 
to  be  guilty  of  impertinence.  We  spoke  of 
London  and  its  socieües^  in  a  manner  that 
implied  that  we  were  familiär  with  the  best 
^ircles.  We  spoke  of  various  cities  and  cooits 
of  Europe.  We  talked  of  the  various  master- 
pieces  of  Italian  art,  of  poetry,  and  of  some  of 
the  greatest  and  most  striking  events  of  mo- 
dern hiatory.  On  all  these  snbjects  our  hostess 
expressed  herseif  well,  with  true  taste  and  ge- 
nuine feeling  of  all  that  is  best  and  most  worthy 
of  approbation.  Each  party  gained  od  the 
other ;  and  we  presently  feit,  not  as  if  we  had 
met  this  evening  for  the  first  time  in  our  lives, 
but  rather  as  if  accustomed  to  one  another'a 
habits,  and  familiär  with  our  respective  modes 
of  thinking  and  speaking.  Our  hostess  was 
clearly  a  woman  of  great  refinement  and  much 
sensibility.     My  character  and  habita  were 
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fixed  by  a  courae  of  long  prosperity  and  tfae 
consciousness  of  being  well  Teceived  wherever 
I  went.  A  cloud  indeed  had  for  many  weeks 
oome  over  me^  and  had  so  far  made  me  but 
the  wreck  of  what  I  had  been.  But  this  was 
new  to  me,  and  had  not  yet  become  a  part  of 
my  nature.  Whenever  the  immediate  sense  of 
my  adversity  was  for  a  short  time  beguiled, 
my  spirits  mechanically  rose,  and  I  became  in 
a  degree  all  that  I  had  been  in  my  best  days. 
And  Catherine^  the  enchanting  Catherine,  had 
always,  in  the  aimplicity  of  her  manner,  the 
sweetness  of  her  tones,  and  the  grace.of  all  she 
sadd  and  did,  every  thing  that  was  irresistible, 
and  that  won  at  least  all  who  were  capable.of 
appreciating  her,  to  feel  towards  her  the  emo- 
tions  of  a  true  friendship,  that,  once  begun, 
could  never  be  dissolved. 

While  we  were  thus  engaged,  and  every  thing 
passed  in  a  manner  the  most  eongenial  to  frank- 
ness  and  security,  the  alarm  reached  us  of  some 
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new  arrival  and  encroaehment  upon  our  en- 
deared  solitade.  I  know  who  it  is,  said  our 
hostesB ;  bat  he  shall  not.disturb  us.  It  is  my 
oousin,  who  was  here  yesterday,  and  pronused 
I  should  see  him  again  to-day.  Poor  fellow ! 
he  is  engaged  in  an  ugly  enterprise,  bat  which 
is  hallowed,  and  rendered  glorious  in  Ms  eyes, 
by  the  demands  of  friendship  and  jastice.  He 
is  a  natiye  of  the  West  Indies^  xnade  up  of  all 
the  fiery  dexnents,  which  are  the  inheritance  of 
meh  bom  beneath  a  tropical  sun. — ^But  I  will 
teil  you  more  of  him,  when  I  have  gone  and 
receired  him,  and  placed  him  in  the  apartment 
I  have  destined  for  him. 

Saying  this,  she  withdrew^  and  left  tui  füll  of 
amazement  at  the  few  and  imperfect  hints  she 
had  uttered.  My  Ood !  cried  I,  Catherine,  it 
is  Travers,  that  our  hostess  has  left  os  to 
reeeive !  My  conscience  teils  me  so :  it  can 
be  no  other.  Thinking  that  I  had  reacfaed  a 
place  of  security,  I  have  rushed  into  the  lion's 
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mouth.  There  can  be  no  escape  for  me  now. 
The  very  aolitude  and  remoteoess  of  this  man- 
sion  render  it  my  prison.  It  will  be  impoasible 
for  u8  to  withdraw  ourselves  uiiseen;  and^  if 
without  notice  and  leave-taking  we  attempt  it, 
this  will  only  aeire  to  fix  upon  us  a  confession 
that  I  am  the  party  which  this  man  bas  come  so 
far,  and  taken  such  a  world  of  pains  to  secure. 
No,  replied  Catherine;  we  must  do  nothing, 
and  must  wait  the  event.  The  phrases  that  oiur 
hosteas  has  dropped  are  alarming;  but  they  art 
in  the  utmost  d^ree  vague^  and  may  mean  a 
thousand  other  things  as  well  as  that  which  we 
fear.  It  is  a  guilty  conscience,  that  supplies 
US  with  interpretation,  and  points  the  arrow 
against  us.  At  all  events  our  surest  chance 
is  in  neutrality.  If  it  be  Travers,  and  we  re- 
main  quiet^  we  may  yet  get  off  unsuspected ; 
we  may  have  entered  the  very  den  of  the  de- 
stroyer,  and  neverthdess  withdraw  ourselves 
unhurt. 
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Whtte  we  8poke  thas,  our  hottess  retnrocd. 
Thb  yovthj  said  she,  ib  in  pontiit  of  a  nmrderer. 
The  mMi  wfao  ha8  fallen  by  the  hand  of  a  law- 
lesa  aaaaBain  was  the  most  mnocent  and  virtu- 
ons  of  mortals^  and  had  saved  my  Idnsman's 
life.  They  had  bot  just  come  over  together 
from  the  West  Indies  to  England.  TraTera, 
that  ifl  the  name  of  my  cousin,  stung  to  frenzy 
by  the  cruel  and  remorseless  act  which  has  con- 
signed  the  brother  of  bis  soul  to  an  untimely 
grayej  devotes  bis  life  to  the  sacred  cause  of 
vengeance,  and  vows  he  will  never  cease  from 
the  pursuit^  tili  he  has  made  the  perpetrator  a 
memorable  and  ignominious  yictim  to  the  sbiine 
of  public  justice.  He  knows,  as  he  teils  me, 
that  in  ordinary  cases  the  apprehension  and 
bringing  to  trial  those  by  whom  crinunal  law 
has  been  flagrantly  violated^  is  consigned  to  the 
inferior  ministers  of  justice^  men  dedicated  to 
this  employment^  and  who  aie  cut  off  from  the 
more  creditable  branches  of  civilised  society. 
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Bnt,  devoted  m  my  oouBin  is  to  Ihe  ciuse*  of 
fricndghip,  and  eacMperated  at  to  vapaaralleled 
and  atrociova  a  yiolence^  he  judges  tJiat  die 
motive,  and  tbe  crisis  in  whicli  he  ia  placed,* 
Iev<el  all  diatinctionB  of -action^  and  render  that 
which  in  other  caaea  would  be  vulgär  and  dia* 
honotirable,  in  the  higheat  degree  glorious.  In 
Short  he  has  laid  aside  all  other  purBoits,  and 
protests  that  he  will  neyer  desert  his  enterpriae^ 
nor  yield  attention  to  meaner  and  ordinary 
things^  tili  he  has  brought  this  to  its  fuU  com- 
pletion.  He  knows  that  the  offender  is  in  this 
neighbourbood ;  and  he  has  been  two  or  three 
times  upon  the  point  of  falling  in  with  him, 
when  by  the  most  perverse  accidenta  bis  pur- 
suit  has  been  eluded^  and  the  guilty  person  has 
for  the  moment  escaped.  But  he  is  confident 
of  ultimate  success,  and  is  rendered  only  the 
more  sanguine  in  bis  search  by  the  experience 
of  past  disappointments. 
What  a  hearing  was  this  to  me !  A  thin  par* 
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tition  perhapsy  at  moet  only  a  tigfat  of  stairs  und 
a  dosed  door^  eepafated  me  from  Ae  man  tkat 
thirsted  for  iay  blcx>d.  It  was  also  dear  tkal 
the  ladjr^  whoee  hoepitality  has  reccived  me, 
fiiUy  partidpated  in  her  kümnan's  fedings,  and 
would  rejoice  in  his  sucoess.  I  had  tfaerefbre 
every  leason  to  condade,  that  the  event  she 
sinceiely  wifl^ed,  she  would  have  ao  scraple  to 
assifit  in  accompUshidg. 

Tet  I  feit  at  onoe  tfaat  timidity  and  a  caiitioos 
proceeding  would  be  the  fiurthest  in  the  world 
from  affording  me  aid.  Hie  only  mode  that 
remained  for  my  escape  must  be,  in  eudeavonr- 
ing  to  make  a  friend  of  the  person  from  whom 
I  had  just  recdred  a  detail  of  these  paiticulars, 
and,  if  possible,  interesting  her  generosity  in 
my  favour.  A  resolute  and  daring  conduct,  as 
so  often  happens  in  a  great  crisis  of  human 
affairs,  was  all  I  had  to  trust  to.  My  manner 
and  address  suddenly  became  in  the  utmost 
degree  solemn  and  ferveut. 
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Hesr  me,  madamj  I  conjiire  you^  aaid  I;  ud 
«I  least  do  not  lamnsiderately  decide  to  my  dk* 
achrauü^.  My  life  is  in  ypur  haiids ;  I  will* 
ingly  place  it  there ;  I  see  that  in  you  which 
assures  me  I  cannot  repent  my  ccmfidesce.  I 
am  the  very  man  that  Trarers  is  in  search  of . 
You  haveonlytoopen  that  door;  youhaveonly 
to  artieolate  hia  name;  and  my  fate  is  sealed  for 
ever.  But  I  am  tired  of  mnnmiery  and  tergi> 
versation.  To  you,  madam,  whom  I  feel  to  be 
tnüy  generoas  and  worthy  of  all  h<mour,  I  will 
practise  no  deceit.  I  put  my  fate  into  your 
hauds.  I  am  not  a  base  assassin ;  I  had  the 
strongest  reasons  for  wbat  I  did.  I  could  clear 
myself  to  your  satisfaction. — But  I  will  not 
dwell  on  that.  It  is  enough  that  you  are  the 
arbiter  of  my  fortune;  for  that  reason  I  am 
confident  that  you  will  not  deliver  me^  bouiid 
hand  and  foot,  to  my  enemy. 

It  will  easily  be  supposed  that  my  daughter 
did  not  remain  a  quiet  spectator  of  this  scene. 
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of  Hj  ArtTTMinition  at  first 


iBflD  bor  idiccBi} 

k  look  ndflüesaly 

Hie  inDooenoe  of 

beMitjr,  fthe 
of  ihtl  temiamtm  and  devolioii  wliidi 
otked  m  etcry  fiiiiiiii>  nade  the  «cene 
iBexpceanblT  iulciciiüng.  She  apoke  not;  bat 
ber  siksioe  «aa  bor  onmipoCeDt  than  words. 

Toa  reaaoa  joädy^  said  oiir  Iioatess.  I  am 
plirrd  in  a  cnid  ^^»^»""»a-  But  I  will  not  do 
thau  vith  whkh  all  my  life  after  I  ahould  le* 
proacfa  mpelf  as  a  Inae  and  diflhonourable  ac« 
tioo.  I  gire  no  heed  to  ^al  you  say,  that,  if 
Tou  had  oppoftnnitT,  yoo  could  clear  youradf 
to  mT  satiafaction.  Sndi  is  tbe  deceitfufaieas 
of  tbe  boman  mind,  that  tbere  is  acarcely  a 
criminal  in  tbe  worM  that  will  not  go  as  far. 
He  always  in  bis  own  opinion  bad  the  strongest 
reasons  for  wbat  be  did.     He  always  had  the 
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bliest  paUiatioiu  and  the  mö0t  wgeat  motivcs« 
I  rely  on  my  nephew.  I  koow  the  purity  of  bis 
principles.  I  am  satisfied  of  the  diaintereeted- 
nesa  of  his  conduct.  What  but  the  dearesi 
oobviction^  could  have  broogbt  bim  bere,  could 
have  drawn  bim  off  from  the  glorious  career 
whieb  in  a  thonsand  kinds  he  bad  before  bim, 
and  engaged  bim  in  the  ignommious  occupation 
ofablood-bunter?  I  sympatbise  with  bim  with 
my  wbole  soul.  I  wish  bim  success  from  the 
bottom  of  my  beart.  He  bas  chosen  bis  part; 
and  I  am  satisfied  he  has  not  chosen  it  but  for 
the  most  undeniable  reason. 

He  bas  chosen  bis  part;  and  I  am  also  to 
cboose  mine.  You  have  come  under  my  roof. 
Ton  have  implored  my  protection,  and  have 
obtained  it.  You  employed  no  false  pretenoes, 
thougb  you  did  not  tbink  proper  to  speak  out 
the  wbole  trutb.  I  could  not  perhaps  do  less 
under  the  circumstances  than  grant  you  the 
sbelter  you  demanded.    At  all  events  I  have 
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done  it ;  and  what  I  have  done  cannot  be  re- 
tracted.  You  have  sat  by  my  hearth;  you  have 
placed  yourself  in  my  power.  By  what  1  have 
done,  I  have  engaged  myself,  that  no  injury 
shall  happen  to  you  while  you  axe  here,  that 
you  BhaU  go  forth  as  free  and  unharmed  as  when 
you  entered  my  gates.  To  this  I  am'bound  by 
every  tie  of  honour;  and  my  bond  shall  be  le- 
deemed  to  the  minutest  letter. 

We  must  therefore  consider  how  this  is  to  be 
done.  Tou  cannot  be  safer  than  in  this  honse. 
You  are  as  in  a  sanctuary.  The  last  thing 
Travers  would  believe  is,  that  I,  who  honour 
him  beyond  any  other  living  creature,  would 
extend  a  shelter  over,  and  undertake  to  conceal 
from  him,  the  individual  he  has  crossed  sea  and 
laiid  to  find  and  apprehend.  That  you  should 
have  presented  yourself  a  suppliant  at  my  door, 
is  scarcely  less  than  a  miracle;  that  I  should 
have  consented  to  harbour  you,  after  having 
known  you  for  what  you  are,  is  equally  in- 
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credible.  If  Travers  saw  you  with  his  eyes^ 
and  heard  your  name  pronounced^  he  would  not 
credit  the  reality.  In  these  respects  therefore 
you  are  perfectly  safe.  I  may  make  him  be- 
lieve  whatever  I  please. 

Bat  tbis  condition  of  things  must  not  last 
longer  than  it  shall  be  indispensibly  necessary. 
We  mu8t  wait  for  the  dead  of  the  night^  or 
rather  for  an  hour  before  daybreak,  to  release 
you.  I  will  send  with  you  a  trusty  servant  as 
a  guide,  who  will  do  whatever  I  please,  and 
who  will  teil  no  more  than  I  authorise  him  to 
teil.  Travers  knows  not  that  there  are  any 
strangers  under  my  roof,  nor  shall  he  know. 
Your  arrival  and  your  departure  shall  be  equally 
a  secret  to  him. 
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CHAPTER  VIII 


OuR  hodtesB  recommended  to  us  to  take  a  smali 
boat,  and  endeavour  to  make  our  way  up  the 
Rhine.  There  was  snfficient  convenience  for 
this  purpose  at  a  TÜlage  about  a  league  from 
her  house;  and  the  multitude  of  craft  of  all 
dimensious  contiuually  passing  up  and  down 
the  river  promised  as  much  concealment  in 
this  way  of  proceeding,  as  in  any  that  could 
be  thought  of.  Our  hostess  had  apparently  no 
farther  interest  in  us,  than  that  we  should  be 
safely  dismissed  from  her  dwelling,  and  that 
no  misfortune  should  overtake  us  in  conse- 
quence  of  our  having  beeh  for  a  few  hours 
under  her  protection. 
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We  arrived  without  accident  at  the  village 
sbe  had  specified.  The  dawn  of  the  day  broke 
upon  US  as  we  reached  the  wharf  which  was 
the  place  of  our  destination«  By  good  luck  we 
encountered  a  boatman^  who  belonged  to  the 
other  side  of  the  river,  but  who  had  landed  a 
passenger  late  on  the  preceding  evening,  and 
who  was  wuting  for  the  day  before  he  should 
retum.  We  engaged  him  to  take  us  on  as  far 
as  Mayence.  The  wharf  happened  to  be  whoUy 
deserted  at  the  moment  of  our  arrival ;  and^  as 
secrecy  and  expedition  were  specially  our  ob* 
jects^  we  lost  not  an  instant  in  embarking  and 
setting  out,  We  could  not  perceive  that  a 
Single  eye  witnessed  our  departure ;  and  thus 
we  seemed  cut  off  from  any  immediate  pursuit, 
We  had  only  a  single  waterman ;  and,  but  that 
the  wind  favoured  us,  should  have  had  small 
Chance  of  making  our  way  against  the  rapid 
stream  of  the  river,  whose  force  was  presently 
increased  by  the  narrowness  of  its  dimensions. 
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and  the  high  mountains  which  sbut  U  in  on 
either  side. 

This  feature  however  did  not  occur  in  tlie 
commencement  of  our  expedition.  Tlie  anr&oe 
of  the  river  was  adorned  with  a  number  of 
vessels  of  different  sizes  punuing  their  fanous 
destinations^  either  up  or  down  the  stream,  or 
across  it  from  one  side  to  the  other.  I  had 
Bufficient  reason  to  believe  that  Trayeis  was 
safely  housed  beneath  the  roof  of  our  late 
hostess.  I  nevertheless  anxiously  watdied 
every  bark  of  similar  dimension  to  oar  own, 
with  the  fear  that  it  might  be  freigfated  with 
my  so  much  dreaded  enemy.  Thotigh  bom 
haste  and  alarm  I  was  for  the  present  sleodeily 
provided  with  the  accommodationB  of  atraveUer, 
I  had  not  failed  to  bring  with  me  a  small 
telescope,  the  use  of  which  was  calcolated  in 
some  degree  to  diminish  my  fears,  by  rendering 
the  objects  which  approached  me  more  distinct, 
and  thuB  delivering  me  from  an  apprehensioD) 
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which  would  eise  have  been  vague  and  in  a 
manner  universal.  As  the  day  advanced,  tfae 
Chance  of  my  being  successfally  pursued  in- 
creased*  Boats  with  a  slight  difiference  in 
their  constniction  are  often  found  to  mak« 
their  way  with  a  very  different  degree  of  ra- 
pidity ;  and,  whenever  I  saw  a  skiff  with  a  sail 
proceeding  up  the  stream,  my  terror  for  the 
moment  was  increased,  and  I  shuddered  through 
every  fibre  of  my  frame.  My  alarms  however 
for  the  present  were  nugatory ;  and  I  suffered 
only  firom  the  fear  of  what  might  happen« 

By  and  by  the  wind  which  had  faroured  us 
8unk  to  a  dead  calm ;  and  at  the  same  time  the 
bed  of  the  river  narrowed,  and  the  rapidity  of 
the  stream  greatly  increased.  Our  boatman, 
who  was  a  powerful  man,  was  for  some  time 
engaged  in  making  vigorous  efforts  to  contend 
with  the  force  of  the  river.  All  at  once  how- 
ever he  changed  his  plan,  and  without  saying  a 
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word^  tarned  the  head  of  bis  bark^  and  made 
for  shore.    I  asked  him  wfaat  he  was  about. 

Why,  master^  said  he^  do  not  you  see  that 
with  all  my  strength  I  am  not  able  to  gab 
upon  the  stream^  but  am  rather  carried  back- 
wards  towards  the  place  from  which  we  came  ? 
I  muat  put  into  this  cove,  and  wait  tili  a 
f resh  breeze  Springs  up  favourable  to  our  voy- 
age.  Or  you  may  make  signal  for  the  public 
passage-boat,  which  will  be  here  ere  long,  and 
which  will  be  able  to  contend  with  the  power 
of  the  riyer^  though  I  am  not. 

This  was  disastrous  intelligence  to  me.  I 
was  anxious  to  outstrip  the  enemy  that  might 
be  in  pursuit  of  me ;  and  here  I  was  cmnpelled 
to  stand  still,  as  if  for  the  very  purpose  that 
he  should  be  able  to  overtake  me.  The  remedy 
too  that  our  boatman  suggested,  was  in  crud 
discord  with  my  views.  I  wished  that  all  my 
movements  should  be  secret,  and  that  there 
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should  be  no  eye  to  remark  any  thing  particiüar 
in  me,  and  observe  the  indicationa  of  what  paas* 
ed  in  my  mind.  And  he  recommended  a  pub- 
lic passage-boat^  where  I  sbould  be  embarked 
with  perhaps  thirty  or  forty  peraons,  many  cf 
whom  it  was  likely  would  have  nothing  better 
to  do,  than  to  observe  the  peculiarities  of  a 
stranger,  and  who,  by  their  garrulity  which 
meant  nothing,  might  involve  me  in  the  most 
tragical  consequences. 

As  we  approached  the  shore^  I  cast  my  eyes 
intently  round,  and  with  the  help  of  my  giass 
endeavoured  to  ascertain  the  face  of  the  coun- 
try.  The  shore  was  rocky  and  wild,  with 
scarcely  any  vestiges  that  could  betokeu  hu- 
man cultivation  and  industry.  The  pinnacles  of 
the  rocks  were  savage  and  romantic ;  and  here 
and  there  a  fir  or  a  pine,  which  seemed  rooted 
among  the  acclivities  by  accident,  beut  its  head 
this  way  and  that,  the  sport  of  the  elements. 
On  one  of  the  highest  points  I  observed  what 
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seemed  to  be  almost  the  min  of  an  old  caatle; 
and  I  could  not  but  wonder  how  homan  caprice 
sbould  ever  have  fixed  on  so  unapproachaMe  a 
Situation.  It  suddenly  came  into  my  head,  that 
a  Situation  like  this  would  be  peculiarly  favour- 
able  to  my  designs ;  and  I  tbought  that  if^  on 
enquiry,  circumstances  appeared  to  render  the 
scheme  practicable^  I  would  here  at  once  take 
np  my  abode^  in  a  place  scaroely  less  inaoces- 
sible  than  a  desolate  Island  in  the  South  Sea. 
I  enquired  of  my  conductor^  whether  he  could 
give  me  any  information  respecting  thia  castle. 
Why,  sir,  said  he,  I  know  very  little  about 
it.  I  only  know  that  it  is  deserted  of  its  lord, 
who  has  two  or  three  eligible  residenoes  in  a 
more  convenient  and  inviting  part  of  the  coun- 
try.  This  Castle  he  abandons  to  an  old  ro»- 
cierge,  who  lives  in  it  rent-free,  one  of  the  con- 
ditions  of  the  tenure  to  the  lord  being,  that  its 
walls  shall  remain  Standing,  and  that  the  place 
shall  continue  a  human  habitation.     Ruined 
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as  it  appeara^  it  is  of  no  small  extent,  and 
its  apartments  and  stair-cases  constitute,  as  I 
am  told^  a  yery  labyrintb. 

And  what  distance^  I  pray,  may  there  be 
from  tbe  creek  into  which  you  are  about  to 
thrnst  your  boat,  to  the  gate  of  this  Castle  ? 

Tbe  dUtanoe  to  the  flight  of  a  bird  is  almost 
as  nothing;  but  among  the  windings  of  tbe 
rock  it  is  little  less  than  two  miles ;  and  de- 
sperate hard  road  it  is. 

And  you  can  get  no  further  up  tbe  river  tili 
a  fi«8h  breeze  sbaU  spring  up  ? 

Certainly  not.  The  force  of  the  stream  is 
too  great  for  one  man  unaided  to  have  any 
Chance  to  contend  with  it. 

Very  well.  We  shall  undoubtedly  be  near, 
and  shall  not  fail  to  observe  any  change  in  the 
weather.  If  it  occurs  soon^  we  shall  probably 
join  you,  and  proceed.  If  not,  I  will  pay  you 
now  what  is  reasonable  for  the  distance  we 
have  come. 
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UpoD  these  terms  we  paited'widi  oar  water- 
man,  and  addreased  oar  Steps,  thoogh  with 
great  and  nnavoidable  deviafions,  towarda  the 
Castle  above  us.  Hie  paA  uras  often  extreme- 
ly  narrow,  and  was  interrupted  by  huge  frag- 
ments  of  the  rock  and  other  obstacles.  At 
length  we  reached  a  sort  of  platform  or  table- 
land,  where  we  were  glad  to  take  a  fewniiniites 
repose. 

While  we  were  seated,  a  stranger  approacbed 
US.  He  was  hard-favoured,  Imd  had  that  abont 
him  which  bore  marks  of  n'o  trivial  d^ree  of 
labour  and  exertion.  He  appeared  to  be  about 
fifty  years  of  age.  Hts  hair  was  black,  iDugh, 
and  in  considerable  quantity.  He  was  of  a 
dark  complexion  :  and  bis  eyebrows  were  tbick 
and  bushy.  His  eyes  expressed  a  stränge 
mixtnre  of  audacity  and  cmining.  He  wore  a 
jerkin  of  leather  5  and  his  lower  garmenta  were 
of  the  coarsest  texture :  yet  ahogcfther  be  bad 
not  the  air  of  a  common  lafoonrer,  bvt  on  the 
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contrary  the  ^>pe«raQoe  of  a  oerUdn  anthority, 
and  an  if  he  were  dfiener  in  the  practice  of 
commanding  thaa  of  being  oommanded«  I 
immadiately  conjectured  that  he  was  the  cati-' 
derge  that  oor  watennan  had  told  me  of • 

He  acGosted  ua.  May  I  ask,  said  he,  what 
you  do  here?  It  is  a  rough  road  you  have 
come,  and  few  persona  frequent  it. 

We  are  Btrangen,  I  replied;  and  our  cu- 
rioeity  waa  exdted  by  the  wild  and  romantic 
af^earance  of  the  castle  above  ua.  Tou,  sir, 
are  probaldy  one  of  ita  inhabitants. 

I  am.  I  am  not  the  proprietor,  as  you  may 
guesa«  But,  deserted  of  ita  proprietor,  I  may 
in  aome  sort  call  myself  the  master. 

It  seems  to  be  of  oonsiderable  dimensions. 
Having  thua  far  conquered  the  difficulty  of  the 
qpproacbf  may  we  be  allowed  to  gratify  our  cu-» 
rioaity  by  surveying  the  building,  as  far  aa  that 
may  be  done  without  disturbing  its  inmates  ? 

For  that  matter  ithaa  at  preaent  few  inmates, 

VOL.  III«  G 
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Only  myadf  and  my  daugbter  and  an  old  mud* 
Bervant*  The  hinds  from  Üie  ndg^bouiing 
hamlet  and  coppioes  are  in  the  haUt  of  bring- 
ing  US  what  we  want«  I  say  ndfj^boaiing 
hamlet;  but  it  is  not  leas  than  a  kague  dutant» 
in  the  piain  below.  Ab  to  the  bnüding,  it  is, 
BS  you  may  anppoae,  waate  and  wild,  having  no 
other  fixed  inhabitant  than  mysdf .  Tbece  are 
however  aome  of  the  better  apartments  tfiat 
are  aufficiently  tenantable ;  and  theie  ia  plenty 
of  the  old  furnitore.  But  I  bare  nodiiag  par« 
ticular  to  engage  me  just  now;  and  you  aie 
welcome  to  see  what  is  to  be  seen« 

Sa^g  this,  he  led  the  way ;  and  we  fbnad 
the  rest  of  our  oourse  less  steep  and  labarious 
than  that  which  xve  had  already  paased.  We 
came  to  what  had^  been  a  moat;  oftr  ertlich 
there  existed  the  remains  of  a  bridge.  Theie 
was  a  flight  of  Steps  that  led  to  the  bnildiBg. 
We  knocked  at  the  gate ;  and  an  <dd  woman, 
the  maid-8er?ant  onr  goide  had  spcd^en  of. 
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with  a  thonsand  wrinkles,  the  mark«  of  $o\l- 
tude,  dbcootentment  ai»l  care,  admilted  us. 
She  knevber  master's  knock. 

Tke  fint  apartment  we  entered  was  a  spa« 
cioiM  hall,  idiich  seemed  destined  to  no  parti- 
cular  ose,  except  as  leading  to  the  apartments 
beyond.  Itwashung  round  with  the  antlers 
of  deer,  a  £ew  fishing-nets,  and  two  or  three 
fowliBg^pieces.  The  walls  were  m  many  places 
diaeobiired  and  mouldy,  and  the  plaster  every 
hßfe  and  there  peeling  away,  and  tumbling  in 
beaps  of  mbbish  upcm  the  floor  below,  wfaich 
no  one  had  been  at  the  pains  to  remove*  At 
eacb  aide  of  the  hall,  to  the  right  and  left,  there 
was  a  door,  apparently  leading  to  some  rooms 
of  humhler  use.  At  the  further  end  of  the  hall 
there  was  another  flight  of  steps  which  seemed 
to  condact  to  the  interior  and  more  select  part 

» 

of  tbe  bttilding. 

These  rooms  to  the  right  aud  left,  said  our 
guide,  are  what  I  occupy  for  myself.    They 
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are  perfectly  plain  and  without  ornament«  Bvit 
they  are  sufficient  for  my  use ;  and^  as  bdi^ 
nearest  to  the  outer  gate,  lie  most  handy  and 
convenient  to  me.  They  bare  also  dosets  and 
cellars  and  vaults  in  abundanoe,  which  I  do  not 
suffer  to  lie  altogether  unemployed« 

We  mounted  the  flight  of  Steps  at  the  ioither 
end.  Our  guide  had  taken  the  precaution  to 
bring  with  him  a  huge  bunch  of  keys>  which 
hung  within  the  door  of  bis  own  apartment. 
With  some  difficulty  and  exertion  he  tnnied 
the  lock,  and  threw  open  the  folding-doof» 
which  led  to  the  reserved  part  of  the  building* 
What  seemed  to  be  a  suite  of  rooms  now  lay 
directly  before  us,  and  at  dther  eztreHiity  to  the 
right  and  left  was  a  lofty  flight  of  stairs. 

This  house,  sdd  our  guide,  was  boilt  partly 
for  shew,  but  still  more  for  defence  and  aecori» 
ty.  It  was  constructed  in  the  time  of  the  dvil 
wars  of  Gtermany  between  the  Catholics  and 
the  Ftotestants,  when  erery  castle  alinost  waa 
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possesfed  by  a  daimant  of  a  different  religion^ 
and  the  parties  were  in  the  utmost  degree  ex^ 
asperated  against  each  other.  The  castle  there- 
fore  was  formed  on  the  plan^  that^  even  if  an 
enemy  forced  the  gates^  and  poured  with  a 
lawless  crew  into  the  interior,  the  persons 
mo8t  songht  and  principally  persecuted,  might 
still  be  safe  from  the  lynx-eyed  vigilance  and 
hatred  of  those  who  pursued  them.  There  are 
secret  stair-cases^  the  entrance  to  which  scarce^ 
iy  any  eye  could  detect,  and  places  of  conceal- 
ment  hollowed  in  the  pillars  of  the  edifice^ 
wfaere  every  thing  appears  as  solid  as  if  it  were 
hewn  out  of  the  rock.  Tradition  asserts  that 
persons  by  this  means  have  been  hidden  here 
for  days^  and  even  for  weeks  together.  The 
whole  Castle  indeed  is  a  labyrinth  in  which  you 
would  find  nothing  less  than  the  clue  of  Ariadne 
necessary,  to  guide  you  through  its  windings. 

We  entered  the  suite  of  rooms.     In  each 
room,  as  our  guide  pointed  out  to  us,  beside 
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the  door  of  entrance  and  cärit,  there  were 
smaller  doors^  for  the  most  pari  conceakd 
behind  the  tapestry^  which  led  to  the  Beeret 
parte  of  the  building.  The  rdoms  tfaemaelfcs 
were  in  better  repair  tfaan  I  esqpeeted,  and  boie 
inarkfi  of  having  been  inhabited  at  no  very  re- 
mote  period.  There  was  plenty  of  old  portruts, 
frowning  in  pride  and  lofty  disdain^  that  hung 
against  the  walls ;  and^  as  our  oonductor  had 
apprised  us,  there  was  no  want  of  that  com- 
brous  furniture,  to  which  the  nobility  and 
gentry  of  a  Century  or  two  ago  had  wSUingly 
accommodat^d  themselyes« 

I  was  enchanted  wlth  all  *I  saw.  Hcre, 
thought  I,  is  a  place  in  which  I  might  be  oon- 
cealed  for  ever,  and  from  whence  I  might  dcfy 
the  malice  of  the  most  keeü-sighted  adversaiy. 
This  Castle  is  baut  on  a  spot  so  remote  from 
public  view^  so  difficult  of  access^  and  in  ito 
aspect  80  like  an  uüinhabited  min^  that  I  might 
probably  remain  here  for  years,  without  any 
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persoiiB  approaching  the  pl^e,  except  the  ob- 
Bcure  individualB  wbo  visit  it  with  a  view  to 
tbe  ordinary  eonveniences  of  its  inhabitaats« 
Even  if  it  were  entered  by  my  moet  fearfiil 
adveirsary^  nothing  could  be  more  easy  than  to 
baffle  bis  aearch^  and  with  the  mo8t  ordmary 
precautioiis  send  hun  away  no  wiser  than  he 
came.  Heve  I  migfat  enjoy  my  coveted  ob*^ 
■cority,  and  enter  myaelf  a  votary  in. the  cave 
of  oblivion.  Every  night  I  might  lay  mysetf 
down  on  my  pillow  without  alarm^  and  every 
morning  might  awake  to  a  day  of  sereneness 
and  tranqoiUity.  I  might  ahnoat  forget  that  I 
had  an  enemy^  and  that  by  one  rash  act  I  had 
cut  myself  off  from  the  protection  and  alliance 
of  political  Society.  Oh,  with  how  little  might 
fdauiy  unsophisticated  man  be  oontented !  In 
my  past  Ufe  I  have  been  for  ever  engaged  in 
false  refinementSy  for  ever  inventing  aome  new 
subtlety,  without  the  acoession  of  which  all  my 
past  pleasures  appeared  to  me  worthless.  and 


nttgatory.  Now  my  happineM  ehall  ooiuast  in 
the  simple  recollection,  I  am  safe !  This  afaall 
be  a  balaam  to  me  eyerjr  nig^t^  and  a  source  of 
joyiul  recollection  ereiy  morning.  The  cod- 
sciouBiiess  of  life  itself,  to  8  mind  properly 
conatitutedj  ia  a  pleaaure.  And  have  I  not 
besldes  the  society  of  the  pereon  I  moat  Tahie 
in  the  world }  Has  ahe  not  deroled  heradf 
for  me^  and  shall  not  this  giye  me  a  valoe  in 
my  own  eyes?  Her  innooence  diall  be  an 
aasuranoe  to  me  that  I  am  innoceat,  at  feaat  that 
I  hare  still  that  within  me  whidi  is  worthy  of 
an  innooent  attachment.  From  the  beams  of 
her  eyes  I  will  drink  in  satiafaction  and  peaoe. 
Have  I  not  the  means  of  aubsistence?  Are 
not  my  limbs  active  and  free  ?  Does  not  the 
same  sun  shine  upon  me  aa  upon  the  reat  of 
the  World  ?  Happiness  is  comparative«  And» 
when  I  am  disposed  to  repine,  I  will  reoidlect 
all  that  I  have  now  for  months  endored,  and 
compaie  it  with  my  preseot  inviolable  aecurity. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


BuT  I  was  reckoning  too  fast  upon  my  supposed 
advantages.  They  rested  entirely  on  the  arbi-« 
tnry  will  ol  the  man,  who  served  os  as  a  guide^ 
and  who  seemed  anxious  to  make  os  acquainted 
with  all  the  resoimres  and  recommendations  of 
Us  place  of  residence.  How  was  I  sure  that 
he  woaM  be  wUling  to  enter  into  my  views  ? 
He  had  the  appearanoe  of  a  itnrdy,  independent 
nistic;  and  such  persons  will  often  be  found  as 
great  sticklers  for  their  rights,  as  many  of  those 
who  may  seem  to  have  much  more  valuable 
iiminiiities  to  defend.  He  was  a  piain  man^ 
and  likdy  enough  to  be  contented  with  slender 
indulgences  and  luxuries.    As  I  saw  him,  he 
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was  master  of  every  thing  around  him,  and  had 
no  one  to  ooDtro]  him.  But,  if  he  were  diapoaed 
to  enter  into  my  views,  f rom  a  master  he  would 
be  oonveited  in  some  sort  into  a  servaüt.  I 
should  occupy  the  choioest  apartmento  of  the 
casüe;  and  it  would  become  his  dufy  to  attend 
to  my  wants.  The  qnestion  therefore  to  be 
tried  was^  Would  he  prefer  a  aimpfe»  b«t  svffi- 
cient  mode  of  liting,  in  which  no  man  oould 
say  to  him,  *'  Do  this;  oomply  idth  my  wapts 
and  capricei,"  and  he  was  master  of  every  thing 
he  saw:  or,  was. he  a  man  aeceasiUe  to  peco* 
niary  temptations,  and  who^  for  the  aake  of 
them^  and  the  supposed  advantages  they  woold 
procure,  would  surrender  much  of  the  liberty  he 
at  present  enjoyed? — I  migfat  however  bring 
this  matter  to  an  immediate  issDie* 

I  see,  my  friaid,  saf d  I^  that  you  hmre  many 
more  apartments  in  this  caatley  than  you  have 
yourself  oecasion  for*  Ton  in  fiict  only  occopy 
the  Vestibüle^  and  leare  the  main  part  of  the 
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edifiee  tmu«ed.  Moy  one,  without  fear  of 
offenee,  9ßk  you  wbetker  yoci  wonld  have  any 
objeclaoii  for  an  adeqwte  conaideratioB  to  yidd 
V>  aoothier  the  nae  df  tbote  aportments  whidi 
at  pses^ut  are  left  unprofitaUe  and  idle  ? 

I  iindei9(and  you,  sir,  said  the  conderge. 
You  are  enainoured  of  the  solitude  of  my  resi- 
dence,  and  the  anany  and  unauspected  modes  of 
conceafanent  it  affords. 

I  wa9  atfuck  with  thia  r^ly.  It  seemed  as  if 
the  straager,  all  nutie  and  unpoUahed  though  he 
waa^  had  the  po^sMr  Ojf  reading  my  thoughts. 

That  however,  he  conturaed,  is  nothing  to  nie. 
I  hare  aomething  eise  to  do,  than  to  pry  into 
other  people's  aflUrs.  Provided  the  man  with 
whom  I  deal  is  just  to  me,  I  do  not  enquire  how 
he  acte  towards  othera,  or  into  his  past  life. 
My  ■cheme  of  mofals  is  perfectly  simple.  It  is 
all  from  man  to  man.  What  have  I  to  do  with 
nmnkind»  with  a  mere  abstraction,  the  creature 
et  the  fancy  ?    I  act  justly  towards  every  crea- 
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tore  with  whcm  I  -enter  into  atiy  engagemmt. 
Previoualy  to  such  wgagemeot,  yremte  both  io 
a  State  of  nafeure)  and  it  is  lawfiil  for  either  to 
take  such  advantagea  as  fiiU  m  his  way  •  In  our 
original  State  we  are.each  of  ns  for  oursebm, 
uncontroled  and  at  liberty.  Bot,  when  I  hkve 
enterod  into  a  vduntaiy  contract  with  any  one, 
it  is  my  principle  to  be  just  to  the  minntest 
letter. 

Tfaus  much  I  bave  said,  that  you  may  imder- 
Btand  my  character  at  onoe,  may  kiiow  for  wkat 
I  gire  mysdf  oat,  and  in  what  points  you  nay 
place  a  perfect  depeodenoe  on  me. 

The  £act  is,  that  the  lord  of  the  Castle  allows 
me  tolive  here  rent-free,  and  is  besides  oontented 
that  I  should  make  any  advantage  I  caa  of  the 
edifice^  provided  any  one  takes  a  bncy  to  reside 
in  it.  It  is  bat  a  queer  and  uncooth  aort  of 
home,  attended  with  many  disadvantages,  and 
where  a  man  cannot  be  pnmded  of  eren  the 
necessaries  of  life  without  some  forecast  and 
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dorne  lalKrar.  I  am  cut  ofF  from  the  veat  of  the 
world^  have  no  social  rriaaratidna,  and  spend  the 
evening  of  evety  day  in  cheerlem  solitade*  But 
I  do  not  mach  matter  that.  I  haye  my  thoughts 
to  myself^  and  hare  no  enjoyment  of  the  noiay 
and  riotous  iicenes  in  wfaicfa  so  many  other  men 
place  their  delight.  The  lord  of  the  Castle  is 
however  aware  that  every  man  is  not  so  solitaiy 
and  savage  as  I  am,  and  is  therefore  willing 
that  I  should  take  every  fair  advantage  of  my 
sHaation,  find  my  account  in  it,  and  be  the 
better  reconcUed  to  its  inconvenienoes. 

Tou  may  perceive  that  these  apartments  bave 
not  long  been  uninhabited.  I  rented  them  to  a 
M.  Brissac,  a  person  in  all  likelihood  in  circum- 
•tances  similar  to  your  own.  Woiked  up  to 
desperation  and  fiiry,  he  had  killed  his  eider 
brother,  who  by  law  had  engrossed  the  paternal 
estate,  and  in  addition  to  that  had  won  the  heait 
of  the  lady  with  whom  M.  Brissac  was  in  love. 
These  were  in  the  e}res  of  the  younger  hrother 
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satts&ctory  reaaons  why  he  should  untftwitiMlir 
bis  elder^  bat  they  were  not  likdy  to  be  judged 
80  by  tbe  laws  of  the  oountry,  M«  Brinac  fled. 
He  came  from  the  circle  of  Saxony  to  thit  plaee. 
He  had  heard  of  my  eaatle^  and  jadged  that  tt 
would  afford  him  the  tneans  of  aecority.  Oar 
views  coincided ;  and  we  speedily  came  to  an 
s^rreement.  Though  he  had  fled  hastily,  he 
bronght  with  him  a  sum  of  money  sofficdent  for 
his  Bubaistence  for  many  weeka*  He  diabaraed 
to  me  punctually;  and  I  kept  hk  Beciet,  and 
supplied  to  him  all  he  wanted.  Thia  was  onr 
oontract.  If  his  aoppliea  had  laated  longer,  I 
ahould  have  continued  fiuthful  to  him.  Bat 
hifl  hoard  went  on  diminiahing;  and  he  did  not 
seem  to  consider  what  a  diflbrenee  that  made 
in  bis  Situation.  He  appeared  to  ejqpect  that  I 
ahoidd  go  on  the  wme,  when  the  meana  of  re- 
muneratton  weie  at  an  end.  Once  and  again 
indeed  he  told  me  that  he  looked  for  aome  ce« 
cniit  to  hia  purae*    Bat  I  peroeived  that  that 
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WM  all  a  delusum.    How  oooU  he  be  suppUed, 

when  he  did  not  dare  to  discover  his  reaidence 

to  a  humaD  creature  ?   At  leogth  be  feil  iuto  a 

State  of  total  inactivity«  Yoii  mill  allow  tbat  it 

was  tben  time  for  me  to  look  about  me.    Tbere 

waa  a  reward  of  a  thouaand  ducata  offered  for 

hifl  c^prehensioD.    If  he  had  coDtinued  to  pay 

me  a^  at  first,  no  power  on  earth  should  have 

induced  me  to  break  my  bargaiu.    But  here 

was  the  criminal  a  gratuitous  barthen  upon  me. 

If  I  had  thrust  him  out  on  the  World,  he  would 

have  been  helpless,  and  some  stranger  would 

have  reaped  the  proffered  reward.   No;  I  knew 

better  than  that.    I  soothed  him,  and  supplied 

him  as  long  as  was  neceseary  with  the  utmost 

attention,  just  as  I  had  done  in  the  outset  of 

our  engagement.    But  I  wrote  to  the  proper 

parties  in  Saxony,  offering,  if  I  were  secured  of 

the  ducats,  to  deliver  him  into  their  hands. 

They  came  upon  him;  they  took  him,  when  he 

was  least  aware  that  such  a  thing  was  in  the 
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wind;  and,  about  tbis  time  last  montli,  he  pnd 
the  penalty  of  his  offence. 

Thu8,  sir,  I  pass  myself  upon  you  for  nrither 
better  nor  worse  than  I  am.    My  prindplea  are 
sober  and  practica].    And^  in  my  opinion  at 
least,  such  a  man  is  mucb  more  to  be  depended 
on,  tban  the  men  of  high  flights  and  nmianlic 
soaring,  who  tickle  your  ears  and  iheir  own 
with  swelling  words,  but  who  never  talk  any 
thing  definite  and  to  be  imderstood.     If  yoa 
make  a  bargain  with  me,  I  will  fiilfil  H  on 
my  part  most  scrupuloosly.    But  I  gire  yoa 
fair  waming  that  my  execution  of  onr  oontract 
will  depend  upon  yours,  and  tiiat,  when  our 
mutual  advantage  ceases,  our  agreement  is  al 
an  end* 

I  was  not  ill  pleased  with  the  piain  and^  as  I 
thought,  sincere  speaking  of  M.  Jtrome,  the 
concierge.  I  did  not  entirely  deceire  myself  in 
his  character.  I  saw  how  exceedingly  dtllerent 
he  was  from  the  persons  with  whom  I  bad 
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hitberio  associated^  the  friends  of  my  choice« 
I  saw  how  diametrically  opposite  bis  piinciple» 
w»e  to  tbose  I  had  hitherto  cherished.  There 
was  nothing  elevated  in  any  of  bis  notions. 
Bveiy  thing  in  bis  System  of  tbinking  bad  re* 
Sorence  to  himself ;  and  be  regarded  notbing 
with  approbation  in  tbe  sentiments  or  conduGt 
of  other  men,  but  in  so  far  as  be  was  or  migbt 
be  tbe  better  for  it.  Vice  upou  a  general  scale 
did  not  awaken  bis  displeasure,  nor  virtue  bis 
complac^icy.  But^  stränge  as  it  may  seem, 
tbia  rery  circumstance  contributed  to  my  con- 
fidence  in  bim.  As  be  bad  no  sense  of  general 
exoellenoe,  be  bad  no  motive  to  dress  bimselF 
in  bke  colours.  All  tbat  be  said  of  bimself 
therefore  tbat  oondnced  to  my  purpose,  I  im" 
pliciily  bdieved.  He  was  a  downrigbt^ ''  bold- 
Sacedvillain:"  tbere  was  "  no  fiEÜisbood  in  bim; 
be  looked  just  wbat  be  was : "  or^  at  least,  sucb 
was  my  Interpretation  of  bis  cbaracter. 

Beside  tbia^  I  certainly  feit  small  pleasure  in 
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being  claased  by  him  with  M«  BrusBC,  tbe  fm- 
tricide^  %  man  wbo,  by  Jerame's  aoeonntj  per* 
petrated  a  horriUe  crime  from  tbe  most  wraifgu 
motives,  and  had  not  shrunk  from.  die  ba«ett 
asaamnation  upon  bis  nearest  alliance^  so  aoon 
aa  bis  worst  paMiona  were  thoroogUy  toiued 
and  in  aetivity.  He  had  in  consequesoe^  and 
worthily^  anflfeied  the  hiat  penalty  of  the  law  in 
tbe  face  of  bis  countrymen;  and  bis  very  le* 
mains  were  deroted  to  perpetual  execration. 
r  aasuredly  looked  upon  my  offeoce  in  a  very 
different  ligbt.  Tbe  provocaftion  I  bad  reccifed 
was  of  tbe  deepest  and  most  inespiabla  aort. 
Tbere  was  no  mixture  of  depnnrity  and  vilencas 
in  what  I  bad  done;  and>  bowever  tbe  voeaba- 
lary  of  undistinguishing  law  migbt  call  my  ad 
and  tbat  of  M.  Brissac  by  tbe  same  name^  I 
was  fully  eonvinced  tbat  a  sonnd  and  discrimi* 
nating  jodgment  would  place  an  etemal  diatanoe 
between  tbem. 

I  fielt  in  tbe  mean  time  bat  too  bitfteriy  tbe 
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efiects  of  fhe  sHuation  in  which  I  was  placeiL 

I  faad  fbrfeiled  all  title  to  d^cacy  and  refine* 

ment.   No  geod,  no  honourable,  no  untarmahed 

man  woiüd  look  upon  me.    I  faad-  dit^myself 

off  firom  my  spedes;  and  my  name  was  tilrned 

into  an  opprobrium.     I  must  accommodaltt 

myself  to  my  degraded  Situation.    Nonc  bot 

persons  disfaononred  like  mysdf  conld  be  fit 

for  my  purposes.    The  narrow  morality  of  M. 

Jerome  iseemed  to  me  pecnliarly  adapted  to  the 

» 
urgency  of  my  Situation.    He  had  no  fastidioua 

purity,  that  shoold  lead  him  to  shrink  from  a 

man  who  had  done  that  which  should  compel 

him  to  hide  from  bis  fellows;  if  the  nünisters 

of  criminal  hiw  were  on  the  alert  for  his  appre* 

hension,  that  was  by  no  means  a  tignal  to'M. 

7erome  to  desert  and  abandon-bim  to  his  fate. 

*^Add  Co  this,  I  was  by  no  means  in  the  con- 

dition  of  his  late  lodger,  who^  when  he  tML, 

had  bfought  away  with  him  only  a  certain  sum, 

which  was  speedily  exhau^ted.    My  revenueä 
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irere  sectire;  and  I  had  made  such  anange- 
meiita  before  I  left  England^  as  freed  me  firom 
all  apprdtenrion  of  my  supplies  being  cut  off. 

I  therefore  without  delay  came  to  an  under^ 
atandiiig  with  M.  Jerome^  gi^ing  bim  to  see 
the  advantage  be  proposed  to  bimself^  an  ample 
oompensation  for  bis  trouble^  and  yet  not  upon 
a  scale  wbicb  sbonld  sbew  me  improvident,  and 
reddess  in  the  disposal  of  my  substanoe. 

In  the  mean  whfle  the  feelings  of  Catherine 
were  very  different  from  mine.  She  was  rest- 
less and  uneasy  in  the  presence  of  M.  Jerome* 
She  was  all  apprebension^  and  foreboded  sbe 
knew  not  what  of  tragical  and  destructive. 
The  simplicity  of  her  nature  furnished  her  with 
an  index  that  rerolted  from  the  depravity  of  bis. 
She  feit  a  repulsion^— -that  they  had  nothing  in 
common^  that  they  were  formed  of  dissimilar 
and  contrary  dements.  The  transparency  and 
sensitiveness  of  her  natm«  were  at  war  with  the 
bardness  and  brutality  of  his.    The  '^  pure  and 
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eloquent  blood  that  spoke  in  her  cheeks^"  and 
told  erery  thing  she  tbought,  and  at  tlie  instant 
the  thouj^t  occurred,  was  in  diametrical  hosti* 
lity  with  the  impenetrable  darknesa  and  ob- 
scurity  of  bis.  Every  articulation  in  her  frame 
was  warm  and  alive;  bat  bis  muaclea  were  rigid 
and  insensible  like  the  limbs  of  one  already  dead. 
She  feit  for  every  thing  that  lived ;  but  he  feit 
only  for  himself .  She  had  principles^  which  it 
was  more  than  death  for  her  to  violate^  some« 
thing  that  did  not  depend  upon  an  anticipaüon 
of  consequences^  that  was  original  and  primary 
in  her,  and  which,  though  heayen  itself  were  to 
tumble  into  ruins,  she  must  still  ding  to.  But 
with  bim  notbing  was  sacred^and  inviolable; 
he  brought  every  thing  to  the  test  of  calculation, 
and  chose  it  or  refused  it  by  the  rule  of  what 
was  to  follow  for  bis  own  advantage  or  dis« 
advantage. 

She  trusted  at  once  to  the  unerring  sug* 
gestions  of  her  spirit,  while  I  entangled  my- 
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and  kad  mc  a 
Sound  and  ligfat» 


thciefore  liad  a  certain 

af  auHüad  onntentk»^  idative  ta  my 

äff  taking  up  my  abode  in  the  lastk, 

of  the  eofwtcfjf«.     She 
wtth  tome  warmtk;  Jbr 
Ike  cnd  of  all  aiy  precantioiM 
Bot,  having  ugcd  them  again 
tken  fdt  it  her  dtity  to  aoqniesee 
Tlie  afiar  was  moat  truly  mine; 
I  äad  fifcd  lo^ger  in  the  warid,  and  m^ht  lo 
ke  a  hectcr  jodge  than  sbe  of  the  character  and 
offanakind;  Iwaaherparent^  towboai 
had  heea  aocostomed  to  look  np  for  light 
dircctkn,  wbea  ahe  had  as  yet  naWier  ob- 
eacperiencetogttideher;  andnow, 
Aak  Ar  VW  la  maay  respecto  on  a  par  wüh  me, 
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tiie  rdigioa  of  dektenoe,  and  the  «omparative 
CBwneBS  of  iier  years-  rendered  it  impossible  for 
ber  pertinaciottsly  to  cootend  wiUi  me.  In 
^te  of  herseif  however  she  still  retained  a 
certam  portioo^  shall  I  say  of  her  suBpicionS) 
or  of  her  oonviotiaiie  ?  She  watched  M.  Jerome 
lurtireljr  $  and  ehe  lajr  awake  at  nighta  string^ 
ing  together  her  own  concliiBioDSy  and  thinking, 
if  those  concluaions  'veere  true^  what  he  might 
atSl  do  so  to  put  an  end  to  our  poor  remains 
of  secEority  for  ever. 

The  oonneetion  I  had  formed  with  M,  Mor* 
kdx  was  partkularly  fortunate  for  me^  as  for* 
nishiag  a  medium  for  my  obtaining  supplies 
firom  Bn^and.  He  knew  me  by  my  real  name* 
I  häd  so  arranged  with  my  solicitor^  that^ 
wheivver  I  might  be^  I  shonld  be  aUe  by  my 
Single  Signatare,  without  specifying  the  place 
of  my  residence,  to  obüun  firom  bim  supplies, 
«8  I  might  have  occasion.  M.  Morkix  was 
not  Uke  me  placed  in  a  Situation  of  perU,  or 
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ihflt  a^iDudad  pnrtealn  eauäon.    AH  Ikü 
HTM»  Kfoimiaf  h»  bjrliUi  govomiBenl,  im$ 
that  im  ahoidd  on  na  xomalt  sei  Jib  AmiI  o» 
Ihe  territoriea  0f  Fmnce.    I  tniMDiitted  !• 
him  tlieiffece  iiam  üptt  Uk  time  dmiglita  iipaa 
my  fiaUcHor  in  London.   He  hmi  the  kindnwij 
BCMnetimes  with  leae  traiiUe,  and  aomctimes 
with  miMPe^  to  cauae  tfaeae  biUa  to  he  TCgokafy 
pcesented»    Tiwreia  in  one  inatanw  trnced  my 
oonneetioo  with  M.  Morlaix;  bat  it  happened 
by  Bome  extraordinary  good  forUiney  that  thia 
clue  did  not  appear  in  bis  eye  of  any  ^ecial 
promiae ;  and  he  theiefore  did  not  f or  the  pie* 
aent  continne  to  pnraue  it.    Jerome  I  waa 
obliged  to  tniat|  to  obtain  my  remittaneca  firom 
my  f riend  at  Bnigea ;  my  frigned  name  aeived 
as  a  paaaport  between  theae  two«    I  took  cara 
to  make  it  woith  while  to  Jcimne,  to  take  the 
two  or  thfee  jonrnqra  to  Brugea  that  weve 
neoeaaary  dnring  my  reaideace  at  llie  oaatle. 

Jerome'a  morality 
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was  of  A  peooliar  eatt.  ÜioiigbeDtti 
in  hit  pvoceediiigt,  he  .was  in  h»  ovn  can* 
ttruotiön  perfectiy  an  faonest  man.  Heomitled 
HO  IqgiitiBiate  occasion  of  feathering  hia  neat ;  he 
by  no  measB  baaed  his  condact  npon  any  prin* 
dpiea  of  high  honour ;  but  he  ^'  held  it  for  veiy 
Stoff  of  the  oonscience*'  to  be  faithful  to  his 
engagements ;  he  wonld  not,  at  least  such 
was  his  present  proceeding,  purloin  a  single 
fiurthing  of  that  with  which  he  was  tnisted, 
though  '^only  the  midnight  moon  and  silent 
Stars  had  seen  it." 

Alas,  to  how  many  perils  was  I  exposed  in 
spite  of  all  my  preeautions !  I  intrusted  both 
M,  Morlaix  and  the  concierge  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent  with  my  secret.  With  the  vigilance  of 
TraTers  and  the  advantages  of  Ambrose,  I 
might  expect  every  day  to  have  my  hiding- 
jdaoe  and  last  reiuge  discovered,  and  myself 
exposed  to  the  utmost  malignity  of  my  fate. 
I  knew  that  my  oondition  in  the  Castle  was  to 

VOL.  III.  H 
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tbe  last  degree  insecure ;  and  I  ooold  not  find 
how  to  change  it  for  a  better.  For  aome  time 
I  escaped  unhurt :  bat  at  length  thb  due,  as 
will  afterwards  be  seen^  led  my  pursuen  to  the 
very  place  of  my  retreat. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


Mbanwhilb  it  was  settled  for  the  present 
between  Catherine  and  myself  that  we  should 
remain  in  the  Castle ;  and  it  became  a  question 
how  we  should  dispose  of  our  time  so  as  to 
render  its  pn^^ress  most  agreeable,  or  its  tedi* 
ousness  least  annoying.  We  were  cut  off  from 
the  World;  we  had  no  outdoor  amusements ; 
no  places  of  public  resort  to  repair  to;  no 
neighbours  with  whom  to  maintain  an  inter- 
change  of  visits.  We  were  restricted  from 
even  almost  all  excursions  without  the  walls  of 
the  Castle ;  for^  with  the  terrors  that  huug  orer 
me^  I  never  thought  our  privacy  could  oe  suf«-; 
fidently  complete,    It  was  no  matter  that  we 

h2 
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were  placed  in  a  remote  corner  of  the  world, 
where  Btrangers  sometimes  did  not  approach 
within  ken  of  us  for  weeka  together*  If  one 
stranger  approached  us^  and  if  many  weeks 
elapsed  even  without  that,  yet  that  one  might 
be  the  individual  whose  Observation  would  be 
most  fatal  to  my  peace.  And  then  of  what 
avail  might  be  my  multiplied  precautions  and 
my  endlesB  restrictions  ?  Such  were  the  mi- 
serable anticipations  of  a  man  like  me,  who  by 
one  lawless  act  had  placed  all  that  he  valned  at 
the  mercy  of  others« 

If  I  had  been  alone^  and  under  these  restric- 
tions,  I  should  undoubtedly  have  fdt  my  time 
hang  insupportably  on  my  hands.  My  per- 
petual  State  of  alarm  would  have  made  erery 
instant  susceptible^  andT  inspired  each^  as  it 
were,  with  a  separate  life,  while  my  want  of 
wholesome  occupation^  and  of  pursuits  to  be- 
jruile  my  time^  would  cause  every  separate 
portion  to  be  ielt  by  me  as  if  it  would  last  for 
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ever.  This  State  of  existence  woiüd  have  ter- 
minated  in  madness^  or,  if  not  in  madness,  in 
a  heaviness  and  a  torment  that  we  may  doubt 
whether  the  infernal  regions  could  cope  withal. 
It  was  now  therefore  that  I  feit  what  a  benefit 
beyond  the  power  of  words  to  express,  my 
daughter  bad  conferred  on  me  by  the  voluntary 
postponement  of  her  happiness  to  mxne^  by  her 
surrendering  all  her  objects  in  life,  and  all  her 
pride,  to  the  securing  my  peace,  as  fer  as  that 
was  in  her  power. 

I  spent  a  few  hours  of  every  day  by  myself, 
nor  waä  that  arrangement  without  its  gratifica- 
tious,  since  I  knew  that  this  temporary  sacri- 
fice  of  the  society  of  Catherine  would  have  its 
reward  in  the  inestimable  pleasure  of  her  pre- 
sence  and  her  Communications.  We  found  in 
a  neglected  comer  of  the  castle  a  small  collec- 
tion  of  books,  French^  Spanish^  German  and 
Italian,  and  even  a  few  of  the  classics ;  and 
these  were  an  incalculable  treasure  to  us«  Tbey 
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had  been  much  neglected,  and  were  in  no  my 
creditable  condition:  but  wbat  matter  was  tliat 
to  US  ?  We  valued  them  fbr  the  Stores  of  know- 
ledge  and  entertainment  they  comprised.  If 
they  were  ragged  and  dog's-eaied^  they  did  not 
the  less  present  to  us  inestimable  adrantages. 
If  they  were  every  here  and  there  maimed  and 
imperfecta  we  attended,  not  to  what  we  had  lost 
by  this^  but  to  what  we  still  possessed. 

To  the  classical  languages  my  daughter  was 
a  stranger,  and  it  was  an  inestimable  enter- 
tainment to  US,  the  one  to  teach  and  the  other 
to  learn  the  inflectionfr  and  Idioms  of  these 
tongues,  the  one  to  explun  and  the  other  to 
apprehend  the  tastes  and  peculiaritiea  of  na* 
tions  and  classes  of  men  long  since  extinct. 
We  read  much  tc^ether ;  and,  to  those  who 
have  not  tried  it,  it  would  be  difficult  to  con* 
cetre  the  new  sources  of  enjoyment  that  are 
opened  by  this  mode  of  proceeding.  liiere  ts 
no  pleasure  that  is  not  damped  and  chedced  by 
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beiiig  reaped  alone.  To  the  solitary  reader  bis 
books  are  indeed  a  dead  letter.  To  feel  that 
the  conceptions  and  images  imparted  to  the 
mind  from  the  luiliving  and  unconscious  page 
strike  at  once  on  the  sensorium  of  two^  en- 
hances  the  gratificatibn  tenfold,  The  eyes  of 
both  partiea  meet.  A  smile  of  approbation^  or 
a  glance  of  censure  springH  up  on  either  side^ 
and  gives  new  life  to  their  common  occupation. 
We  lay  down  the  book;  or  we  point  to  the 
page»  and  say,  What  means  this  ?  or^  What 
ought  we  to  think  of  it  ?  The  very  idea,  ex« 
pressed  in  words^  or  only  by  an  involuntary 
gesture^  This  is  excellent;  or^  Is  this  alto- 
gether  as  it  sbould  be? — makea  the  propo« 
fiition^  the  fact^  or  the  sentunent^  leap  as  it 
were  from  the  insensible  page,  and  become 
imprq^ate  with  life.  When  a  difficulty  pre* 
sents  itself  to  a  solitary  reader,  he  either  slurs 
it  over  with  Indolence,  or  he  investigates  it 
with  a  suUen  persererance,  stripped  of  the  true 
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intdlectual  charm.  But^  when  two  penont 
bring  together  the  foroe  of  their  oomlnned  in* 
tellect^  and  contribute  the  Stores  of  their  sevenJ 
Observation  and  experience,  while  even  the 
difference  of  their  humours  and  temperament 
sensibly  adds  to  the  light  collectcd  in  the 
common  focus,  then  the  question  is  pursued 
honestly  and  in  good  faith,  and  neither  party 
lays  aside  the  weapons  of  bis  warfare,  tili  he 
has  achieved  a  common  victory  over  the  diffi- 
culty  towards  which  their  efibrts  had  been  di« 
rected. 

But^  if  this  is  universally  the  case  .wherever 
two  ingenuous  minds  miite  in  attention  to  one 
common  theme^  how  infinitely  were  the  ziest 
and  social  enjo3^ent  increased  between  me 
and  my  daugbter !  The  sacred  relation  itself, 
when  all  minor  circumstances  and  aocompaai- 
ments  are  in  harmony  with  it  and  swell  the 
current  of  affection,  mixes  with  every  thoo^t, 
and  colours  every  sentiment.     The  mind  of 
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Catherine  was-  genuine,  was  pure,  füll  öf  sen- 
fiibility  and  taste.  We  were  so  accustomed  to 
caoh  otfter,  tfaat  we  did  not  fail  to  understand 
at  half  a  word  Ae  sentiment  meant  to  be 
conveyed.  And  yet  sometunea  the  arch  and 
pointed  remark,  die  acute  perception,  and  the 
deep  and  heart«^felt  impressiun  woüld  hotbe 
ahut  19  m  the  compass  of  half  a  word  or  a 
wfaole  one,  but  would  overflow  in  an  eloquent 
and  well  tumed  period,  or  would  ever  and  anon 
btirst  finrth  with  one  phrase  or  sentence  accu- 
mulated  upon  another,  tili  the  heart  was  eased, 
and  the  whole  thought  was  adequately  and 
powerfully  conveyed.  Sometimes  too  with  our 
graver  stndies  and  more  serious  disquisitions 
we  would  intermix  '^grateful  digressions,  and 
solye  high  dispute"  with  sportive  Interruption, 
aod.afiSectionate  caresses,  such  as  might  best 
beaeem  the  father  and  his  daughter. 

.  While  we  were  thus  occupied  I  could  not 
fcil  oceasionally  to  contemplate  Catherine  with 

h5 
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an  enthnsiaBlic  and  a:  leligimiB  leeliiif  ,  «8  the 
diainterestod  beh^  wlio  had  dKacarded  etetf 
thing  for  me^  and  who,  whHe  ahe  iinglit  bäte 
been  the  ornament  of  ^wii^-iocMna  and  fm- 
laces,  unitii^  tiie  adiimticn  of  the  dq^t  and 
the  high-bonit  was  ooDlentad  ta  inhaUt  a  dila- 
pidated  ruin  cm  a  banren  rock»  haviog  £pom  daf 
to  day  and  f rom  week  to  weA  no  other  aociety 
than  that  of  her  blaated^  diahononred,  aad  oot- 
cast  father.  Tet  ahe  was  eontented;  ahe  dtd 
not  cast  back  one  npining  thoQgbfc;  seither 
by  look  nor  gestoie  did  she  betiay  the  slighlest 
Gonsdousness  of  the  nnspeakable  saerifice  abe 
had  made. 

We  had  therefbre  no  interrals  of  YBoulby  or 
spieen«  Here,  akme^  and  cut  oiF  Crom  all  the 
worldj  we  fonnd  fall  occupatioo,  and  a  ddi^H* 
fid  variety  and  sneoession  of  indnstiy,  earncst 
employment  and  amnsing  lelaxalion.  Bot  for 
the  stiDga  of  consdenoe,  bat  for  a  sense  of  de* 
gradation^  and  apprehettskm  of  the  daik  and 
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uncertidn  future^  I  could  have  been  satisfied  to 
have  forgotten  all  the  ag^tating,  sometimea  tlie 
delightful,  sometimes  the  brilliant  scenes  of  my 
past  life^  and  to  have  been  consigned  to  everlast« 
ing  oblivion  by  all  whom  I  had  erer  known. 

We  occasionally  ventured^  though  at  the 
same  time  sensible  of  the  rashness  of  what  we 
didj  to  quit  the  Castle  by  a  small  and  obscure 
door  broken  in  the  wall,  and  to  wander  among 
the  rocks.  This  we  did  chiefly  by  night,  as- 
sisted  perhaps  by  the  light  of  the  moon  and  the 
Stars.  The  Situation  was  wild  and  romantic 
beyond  conception»  Every  thing  human  was 
absent;  every  thing,  except  oocasionally  the 
bleating  of  the  flocks,  the  song  of  the  nightin« 
gale,  the  hooting  of  the  owl,  or  the  howling  of 
the  wolf.  Here  and  there,  particularly  by 
moonlight,  some  ambitious  point  caught  the 
brilliant  radiance,  or  perhaps  a  long  glen  was 
ffluminated  with  one  breadth  of  light,  while 
the  depths  not  thus  favoured  had  by  contrast 
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i  impcaetiabley  udawide 
At  iuiemh  wt  ooold  obaerre  the 
nps  Jod  säroT  stzcom  of  tlie  Hhine,  that 

it  Bfe  and  sDcnt  sokmiutjr, 
tiKse  bot  mdy  iBteimptod  by^  a 
scf  er  a  biccr  vcaei,  wbiA  did  not  &il  to 
ISS  iodnitriooi  oonrae,  ahrooded  is  it 
^  x^  Aübacas  of  nddii^fat. 
I  iäi  a  stnx^  iqH^nance  to  tlie  idea  of 
Iss  ootoB  tlwse  ezcmsioDs  akne. 
ooafafe  haiaid  in  her  Tcn-  ^ 
tbe  anevamesses  and  tfae  ruggedncsi 
tiie  Foda  vcre  cvay  wheie  inier* 
:  ia  additioQ  to  wliidi  I  apprdiended 
4ir  irqpcvpnetT  in  #**— wiittiny  a  firail  and  deü** 
c«:«  SfciAje  fann,  my  bjr  midniglit,  to  the  pof- 
«sKvuDter  of  fanitish  hnnger^  or  of  lawkfls 
d  ie:^en:c  man.    Bnt^  notwithstandiog  my 
pc««ussaaoSy  sbe  oocasionaUy  haaaided  this  dan- 
ccrvxs  adiicfTBiait.    Qnee  or  twioe  she  took 
acvant^c^  cf  my  being  sorprised  with  sleep  in 
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my  uflual  hours  of  wakefalness^  and  with  agile 
Steps  and  observant  s^ises  penetrated  amidst 
windings^  scaroely  practicable  to  any  but  one 
so  ycmng  and  so  fervent  of  pursnit.  She  had 
ever  in  her  thoughts  all  that  she  feared  from 
the  daplidty  and  falseness  of  the  concierge, 
and  meditated  how  at  worst  we  might  escape 
from  the  bitterness  and  activity  of  his  malice. 
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CHAPTER  XL 


Wb  had  resided  now  aome  weeks  in  the  caslle, 
and  had  encountered  nothing  that  ahould  gm 
US  occasion  of  terror  and  alarm.    1  oongrata- 
lated  myself  again  and  again  upon  the  choice  I 
had  made  of  this  obscure  retreat,  and  hegBn  in 
some  degree  to  lose  sight  of  the  apprehenaioDS 
that  had  dogged  me,  ever  since  the  fatal  moment 
when  I  had  surprised  Margaret  and  her  paia- 
mour  together,  and  had  taken  upon  him  a  sod- 
den  and  an  ample  rerenge.     One  moming, 
when  I  had  hushed  myself  in  security,  and  käst 
of  all  anticipated  any  molestation,  the  coneierge 
retumed  to  the  Castle,  after  having  been  two 
hours  absent  upon  his  ordinary  oocupadons. 
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He  appeared  to  be  in  a  State  of  conaiderable 
perturbation. 

I  am  come,  said  be,  that  I  may  give  you  a 
timely  waming.  As  I  stood  just  now  on  the 
peak  of  one  of  the  neighbouring  hiUs,  I  saw  a 
boat  with  five  or  six  persons  on  board  push  into 
the  cove  below«  This  creek  is  scarcely  ever 
entered,  unless  by  such  whose  object  is  the 
Castle  of  which  I  have  the  care.  I  suspect 
therefore  that  they  are  coming  hither.  I  have 
always  been  aware,  that  the  object  you  had  in 
view  in  becoming  my  lodger,  was  conceahnent. 
What  occasion  you  have  for  conceahnent  it  is 
uone  of  my  business  to  enquire.  But,  believing 
that  this  is  the  thing  you  desire,  I  should  think 
that  I  failed  of  my  part  of  the  engagement 
between  us,  if  I  did  not  take  every  reasonable 
precaution  that  you  should  not  be  surprised 
against  your  will.  As  I  told  you  at  first,  the 
Castle  affords  a  multitude  of  hiding*places, 
where  those  who  chose  it  might  remain  in  the 
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igimili  for  irceks  fitom  the  aearch  of 
tibe  zDotit  espert  and  piactised  disooverers. 

I  fidl  infimtrir  inddited  to'the  amdarge  for 
hfi  CoBDdhr  coacem.   I  cast  a  glanoe  cm  Cathe- 
wcsaiie  oi  my  trinniph,  and  reminding 
hofw  modi  more  comct  I  had  been  in  my 
wriwiatr  of  JenHne  than  she  was.    As  the  case 
stood,  I  fdt  thai  we  ooold  not  do  better  than 
txmst  omsdrcs  to  the  fidefity  of  onr  host.     I 
toU  him  at  ooee  diat  he  was  rigfat  in  his  oon- 
jectne,   that  cooeeahnent  was  of   vital  im- 
portanoe  to  me,  and  that  I  jndged  it  by  no 
menns  improbahle,  that  the  perscms  in  the  boat 
he  had  seen,  were  come  hither  for  the  purpoee 
of  my  appiehenaian.    I  thanked  him  thet^re 
kxmaiüj  for  his  sidicitnde,  and  bej^ed  that  he 
woold  pmnt  out  to  me  the  phce  of  conceahnent 
that  he  oonoeiTed  woold  best  answer  my  pur- 


He  immediately  led  me  to  a  thick  column 
sank  in  the  wall  of  my  customary  sitting- 
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room.  He  opened  a  door  in  this  colnmn, 
which  was  fitted  tso  exactly  that  no  eye^  bat  of 
a  person  previously  apprised  of  tbe  State  of  the 
case,  oould  have  detected  it.  With  a  thin  plate 
of  iron,  which  he  had  in  his  pocket,  and  which 
he  uäed  something  in  the  nature  of  a  chisel,  he 
cansed  this  door  to  Start  open.  It  had  hinges 
of  a  careful  structure^  which  might  be  per- 
ceived  on  the  inside^  but  of  which  there  was 
not  the  slightest  indication  without.  Within 
there  were  three  ascending  stairs^  which  led  to 
a  small  apartment^  with  a  recess  to  the  right 
and  left,  something  in  the  nature  of  an  alcove, 
and  a  slight  table.  The  room  was  imperfectiy 
lighted  from  a  loop-hole  above,  and  in  each 
alcove  there  was  a  bench,  hoUow  beneath^  and 
with  a  door  so  as  to  answer  the  purposes  of  a 
cupboard^  calculated  to  hold  a  few  neceasaries 
or  conveniences.  There  was  a  holt  inside  the 
door  of  the  apartment^  to  secure  the  persons 
\iithin  from  any  sudden  invasion.     We  con- 
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▼eyed  a  small  stock  of  provinons  into  this 
apartment,  and  prepared  in  all  respecta  for  a 
blockade.  Having  taken  these  stepa,  we  wut- 
ed  in  a  sort  of  feaiful  tranqnillity. 

Jerome  was  right  in  bis  oonjectme,  Tbe 
party  tbat  was  approaching  was  led  on  by 
Travers.  Detennined  and  indefatigaUe  as  he 
was  in  bis  pursuit,  be  bad  essayed  in  a  tboii* 
sand  ways  to  discover  tbe  pkce  of  my  retreat. 
He  bad  nuuie  experiment  of  botb  sides  of  tbe 
Rbine^  but  to  no  purpose.  At  I»igtb  be 
returned  to  Bruges,  wbere  witb  no  small  düB- 
pulty  be  fiiUy  ascertained  tbat  I  bad  taken  up 
my  abode  for  weeks.  Tbe  description  of  my- 
seif  and  my  daugbter,  witb  tbe  accaracy  whidi 
Ambrose  was  aUe  to  give  it,  serred  for  a  dne 
of  no  small  eflBcacy.  Tbey  discovered  tbe 
yillage  and  even  tbe  bouse  wbere  I  bad  taken 
up  my  residence.  Travers  made  out,  by  a 
perseverance  tbat  scarcdy  any  otber  person 
would  bave  exerted,  tbat  tbe  bookaeller's  sbop 
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where  he  bad  fint  enquired  respectiiig  me^  and 
the  house  of  M.  Morlldx^  were  almost  the  only 
dwellmgs  in  Bruges  that  I  visited.  He  laid  no 
great  stress  however  ou  this  circumstance^  tili 
one  day  that  by  an  extraordinaiy  aceident  he 
diflcoTered  that  M.  Morlaix  had  received  a 
Courier  from  London.  This  circumstance  fixed 
his  attention,  and  excited  his  suspicions.  He 
knewj  that  the  way  for  obtaining  what  he 
sought,  was  not  to  make  enquiries  of  M. 
Morlaix,  bat  by  watching  about  bis  house  to 
endeavour  to  acquire  farther  intelligence.  He 
had  some  advantage  for  this  purpose,  as  he  and 
Ambrose  could  relieve  each  other  in  their  task« 
At  length  Ambrose,  who  happened  to  be  at 
that  time  on  the  spot,  mUrked  the  person  of 
Jerome,  whose  appearance  was  sufficiently  Sin- 
gular to  command  bis  attention.  The  old  man 
had  the  air  of  one  entirely  separated  from  the 
haunts  of  men,  rustic  and  uncouth,  and  who 
seemed  as  if  he  had  scarcely  ever  been  in 
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Hewcnt 

am  '3K^  Mnat  ^  JC  XoElKSy  aad  in  about 


9 

Äe  'Wft  ^tofs^sL  ySiiShtt  br  an  musual 
Thss  XLjumMsica  t&e  thirddarafter 
•j£  tie  caaaer  firom  En^laocL 
lA.  zatat  ^vcre  Ml  <£r!si  cxiroiastanoes,  bat, 
n  'Z13S  iOtaaat  oi  wkt  itba^  mofe  definite,  and 
jvot:  » -aese  pnes«»  v«e  Xo  ncglect  no  dne, 
"ney  <««i«  wlTMgrt  to  drterauDe  tlian  to  piir-> 
•m*  ^äü  icitndt  befjce  tbrm  to  the  cnd.  Onoe 
jDit  j^:an.  äcT  ktät  sb^t  ot  their  man,  and 
j^ritM  :iiK  aina  ifresb:  ther  bM^ed  bim  in  a 
Irie  IniL  z  aoi.  c^oosin^  a  uomeuient  time 
«ibeat  W  vaa  4iibcfisc  eogageiy  made  some 
«luaina  icyctuic  bim.  Here  tbey  leamed 
trjg  bir  £Tcd  in  lynritj  of  amäerge  at  a 
<aide  twBotT  miks  dbtanl.  llieybe- 
liiMid  of  tbe  stofy  of  M.  Brissac,  and 
gt«ii<d  tfcber  wMjdSägeaotj  wbich  added  tothe 
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apprebended  value  of  the  trace  upon  wfaich 
they  had  got.  Having  obtained  sufficient  In- 
formation, and  a  perfect  direction  to  the  Castle 
where  Jerome  resided,  they  no  longer  judgedit 
necessary  to  pursue  him  by  sight,  and  avoided 
every  thing  that  might  awaken  uneasiness 
within  him.  They  repaired  to  the  Castle,  and 
Bunreyed  it  on  all  sides.  They  chanced  to  en- 
counter.  one  of  the  hinds,  who  were  in  the 
habit  of  bringing  provisions  to  the  Castle,  and 
entered  into  conversation  with  him.  He  con- 
firmed  to  them  the  story  of  M.  Bris^ac,  and 
added,  that  he  believed  there  were  new  inmatea 
in  the  Castle,  since  the  removal  of  thatunfortu- 
nate  person,  as  he  found  that  Jerome  required 
more  provisions,  and  those  of  a  somewhat 
more  costly  quality  than  he  could  otherwise 
account  for.  Putting  these  things  Uq^her, 
and  connecting  them  with  Jerome's  visit  to 
M.  Morlaix,  and  M.  Morlaix's  receipt  of  a 
Courier  from  England,  Travers  fuUy  persuaded 
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himaelf  that  he  had  at  length  ascerUined  the 
place  of  my  retreat.  He  had  acoordingly  left 
Ambrose  on  the  watch^  while  he  proceeded  to 
the  neareat  municipalityj  to  get  his  Warrant 
backed  by  the  local  authorities,  and  to  procme 
some  additional  force^  that  he  might  cut  off 
from  me  the  hope  of  resiatance  or  eacape.  It 
was  these  persona  whom  Jerome  had  obaerved 
entering  m  a  boat  to  the  creek  bdow.  They 
landed  in  the  ooTe^  and  were  preaently  joined 
by  Ambrose. 

They  assaUed  the  gate  of  the  Castle  with 
loud  and  thundering  knocks.  Catherine  and  I 
immediately  withdrew  into  our  place  of  oonceal- 
ment ;  and  Jerome  opened  a  wichet  in  the  door, 
to  enquire  into  the  cause  of  so  nnosoal  a  dia« 
turbance.  One  of  the  followers  whom  Trsvcn 
had  procured^  and  who  was  invested  with  the 
emblems  of  authority^  exhibited  to  Jerome  the 
Warrant  ander  which  he  acted,  and  said  that 
diey  were  come  thither  in  pursuit  of  a  mnrder- 
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er,  threatening,  in  case  of  resistance  or  conceal- 
ment,  all  the  sererities  of  offended  justice. 

Jerome  perused  the  Warrant  attentively.  He 
then  Said,  It  is  true,  there  has  been  here  for 
weeks  such  a  person  as  you  «eek.  He  left 
this  place  only  yesterday.  I  have  more  than 
once  receiyed  persons  who  fled  from  civil 
justice.  A  variety  of  petty  faults,  a  matter 
of  mere  miscalculation,  adverse  circumstances 
which  no  sagadty  can  foresee,  and  tp  which 
a  man  may  be  exposed  without  any  moral 
delinquency  on  his  part,  may  render  au  indivi- 
dual  unable  to  encounter  his  creditors ;  and  on 
such  a  man  I  have  compassion,  and  am  willing 
to  shelter  him  from  the  relentlessness  of  law. 
I  do  not  enquire  of  a  person  who  seeks  refuge 
wiüiin  these  walls  what  occasion  he  has  for 
conceajnent;  and,  if  I  did,  I  shouia  not  be 
foolish  enough  to  expect,  in  case  that  wmch 
reduced  him  to  the  condition  of  a  fiigitive  was 
criminal,  that  he  would  confess  so  much  to  me. 
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The  man  specified  in  that  Warrant  came  to  me 
under  specious  appearances,  and  I  xeodfed 
him  accordiugly.  By  and  hj  I  feit  that  I  had 
reason  to  suspect  hun  of  something  worse; 
and  I  taxed  him  wtth  my  suspicions.  He 
denied  the  thing  stoutly ;  bat  there  was 
thing  equivocal  and  unsatiafiMrtory  in  his 
plies;  and  I  wamed  him  to  provide  liimMiJf 
with  another  lodging* 

Tbe  officer  in  ^ose  hands  Travera  had 
placed  die  Warrant  retorted  upon  Jerome. 
Friend,  he  said,  you  are  not  alwaya  so  nice 
and  distinguishing  as  you  give  yourself  out  to 
be.  It  is  but  lately  that  you  harboox^d  an 
unnatural  monster  who  had  murdered  his  bio- 
ther.  You  sheltered  him  as  long  as  you  oould 
make  any  thing  of  him ;  and,  when  the  posu- 
bility  of  that  was  at  an  end,  you  betrayed  and 
sold  him  to  an  ignominious  execotion.  All 
this  is  upon  record :  and  it  is  idle  for  you  to 
suppose  that  we^  whose  business  it  is  to  inforce 
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the  last  awards  of  retributive  justice^  should  be 
Ignorant  of  what  every  one  knows. 

Well^  well^  replied  Jerome,  it  do  not  signifjr 
onr  talking;  and^  for  that  matter^  what  you 
mj  only  proves  the  truth  of  my  story.  I  de« 
termined  not  to  give  refuge  to  a  real  criminal ; 
and  therefore^  as  soon  as  I  found  M.  Brissac 
out,  I  took  care  to  give  him  np  to  the  due 
conrBe  of  law.  Bat  it  is  no  odds.  Seeing  you 
do  not  befieve  me,  you  may  come  in  and  look. 
I  teil  you  there  is  no  stranger  within  these 
walls^  and  that  thb  man  you  seek  bundled  out 
no  longer  ago  than  yesterday. 

The  party  then  entered.  They  were  diligent 
in  their  office.  They  looked  into  impossible 
places.  They  pulled  about  the  fumiture,  and 
nimmaged  into  holes  and  corners^  chests  and 
closets.  They  left  the  habitable  part  of  the 
boilding,  and  sought  into  that  which  was  de- 
ddedly  in  ruins.  They  clambered  over  the 
dedivities^  and  searched  among  the  caverns. 

you  III,  I 
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They  at  length  ittarned'to  the  apaitment,  in  a 
column  of  Vhich  we  were  conoeoled^  and  wlieie 
fromour  hidiiig-phce  we  'oovid  hear  everj 
Word  that  was.'spoken.  They  had  employcd 
successive  hours  in  their  inquisition  :  and  Ca> 
therine  and  I  temained  in  a  Ticfaaitiide  eome- 
times'  oC  f^paienEfc  secacityy  and  aoäclinies  of 
intokrabte  appreh^nsion  flrom  the  ncuoe» 
with  which  they  approachedus.^  Itiwaa  Kke 
the  school-boy's  gauie  of  Mde  and  mAy  ■  wiüt 
this  difference^  that  we  played  ibr  onryHaag 
dear  to  ns^  for  liberty^  fi>r  fife»  tot  all  tlioae 
protracted  horrots-  (anpposing  na  to- be  disoa- 
Tered),  which  the  heaier  himsdf  VSta  np  bis 
hands  at^  and  is  asttonishedäiat  kiitnan  mnicles 
and  articulations  can  have  the  föroe  to  endnre. 

m 

They  now  asked  Jerome  for  aoriie*  refreah- 
ment.  That  is  a  gbod.joke,  saöd'he.  If  yon 
would  have  taken  tny  Word  at  ftitrt,  yon  woold 
have  saved  yourselves  all  thia  labonr.  And 
now,  that  you  have  given  me  the  moet  troofale 
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you  could^  you  ask  me  to  reward  you. — He 
feit  however  that  tiiere  was  yet  something  to 
apprehend ;  and  he  believed  that  the  best  way 
of  blunting  and  putting  an  en^  to  their  activity 
was  by  complying  with  their  demand. 

Travers  was  greatly  chagrined  with  his  dis» 
appointment.  It  was  the  confidence  with 
which  he  reliedon  the  result^  that  had  led  him 
to  add  to  his  force^  that  he  might  make  assu- 
rance  douUy  sure.  He  lingered  about  th^ 
aipartments,  and  by  a  vigilant  application  of 
his  senses  of  seeiog  and  hearing  still  hoped  to 
baffle  and  overset  the  positive  assurances  of 
the  concierge.  Catherine  and  myself  perceived 
the  relttctance  of  our  besiegers  to  break  up 
their  blockade^  and  were  pursued  with  ever 
firesh  alarms.  At  that  moment  a  bar  of  no 
great  weight  accidentally  dropped  from  my 
hand,  and  was  heard  without.  Hark^  exdaim- 
ed  Traversy  does  that  noise  proceed  from  any 
one  of  our  party  ?  Jerome  boldly  said,  It  was 

i2 
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I^  who  dropped  my  pruning-knife;  aud  at  the 
same  time  he  stooped^  and  pretended  to  take 
it  from  the  ground.  At  length  we  overheard 
the  enemy  drawing  off  his  foroes^  and  un- 
willingly  confessing  the  hopelessness  of  any 
farther  examination.  They  rose  together ;  and 
the  coarser  individuals  of  the  paity  trod  heavily 
along  the  floor  with  thdr  jack-boots.  Hey 
went  out ;  and  the  wicket  swung  to  itB  place. 
Jerome  almost  immediately  approached  the 
eolumn,  and  said^  They  are  gone ;  but  remahi 
dose  for  a  time ;  they  may  come  back. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


SuBSEQüBNTLY  we  held  ourselves  the  more 
secure  for  the  ordeal  we  had  thus  passed.  It 
was  like  a  certificate  of  Iiealth  in  a  city  of  the 
plague^  or  rather  like  a  sign  on  the  door  of  a 
house  in  a  town  taken  by  storm^  to  signify,  Let 
no  violence  be  done  here;  all  within  are  friends ! 
We  therefore  passed  our  days  for  some  time 
in  comparative  peace;  and  we  had  a  degree  of 
reliance  on  Jerome^  for  he  had  been  tried,  and 
found  {jEuthful.  Still  Catherine  retained  her 
Intuition:  she  could  not  deny  that  in  this  in - 
stance  he  had  been  found  above  reproach;  but 
she  looked  in  bis  face,  and  read  there  in  cha- 


174  IMKLOKAIKS.  CH . 


tltat  ^rrmrd  mdent  and  widioat  ambi- 
gfätf,  cmmb^  Ucaüicty  and  fidacness. 

It  was  some  wecks  after  tfais  inddent  that  I 
li^tedy  amoDg  the  nibhish  ander  a  staircaae, 
OQ  pari  of  a  tom  sheci  of  a  Hercnry^  ot  a 
French  pcriodkal  broekwre.  By  wliat  aoddent 
I  knaw  noij  I  took  it  up  cardeaaljr^  and  was 
goiii^  to  tlirow  it  down  again^  when  my  eye 
saddenly  canght  the  name,  Debmine.  This 
was  in  probahSity  Dothing;  the  name  itself  was 
lather  Frendi  than  Kngürft;  nor  did  it  seem 
thatitooiddhaTeanyTdationtome.  Iglanced 
oo  it  with  a  aort  of  indüfacnce;  bot  I  did  not 
tluowit  down;  I  read  on. 

To  my  utter  astODishmait  I  Ibund  that  it  was 
of  the  last  interest  to  me.  It  pnrported  to  be 
the  translation  of  an  Rngiish  narratiTe.  I  my- 
sdf  was  the  person  to  whom  it  spedally  idated; 
the  disaster  that  drove  me  fipom  my  coimtry  a 
fugitire,  was  its  theme.  Bot  the  events  wcie 
so  distoited  by  their  pretended  histoiian,  and 
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the  whide  seemed  compoBed  with  bo  diabolicai 
a  malignity^  that  I  had  a  difficalty  in  supposing 
that  the  fiacts  which  had  acfually  occurred^  could 
have  iiiniiBhed  the  materials  to  so  odious  a  mia- 
repreaentation. 

It  treated  of  a  murder  committed^  as  was 
affirmed^  under  circumstances  the  most  ag- 
gravated  and  unparaUeled.  It  described  the 
innrderer  as  a  rieh  man  above  the  middle  of 
human  life^  who  had  bought  an  angelic  creature 
in  her  teens^  of  her  poor  parents.  The  girl  had 
preTionsly  been  contracted^  witb  the  approba- 
tion  of  her  &ther  and  motheri  to  a  youth  every 
way  suitable  to  her  condition.  They  were 
desperately  in  love.  But  an  ungenerous  ad- 
vantage  had  been  taken  of  the  yomig  man's 
being  engaged  in  a  sea-Voyage,  where  he  had 
been  shipwrecked^  and  had  met  with  many  dis- 
asters.  Part  of  these  had  been  heard  of  by  the 
parents,  who  nevertheless  wrote  to  the  young 
man,  ur^ng  bis  speedy  retum,  and  assuring 
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him  tfaat  they  waited  only  far  that,  to  mtke  faim 
aupremely  happy  according  to  the  forms  of  the 
church  in  his  beloved.  He  arrived  in  England, 
with  the  asBurance  amonnting  to  certainty,  of 
being  united  to  the  mistress  of  his  heait.  Ali 
his  sorrows,  years  of  slavery^  a  shipwteck  frota 
which  he  had  been  saved  only  by  mirade,  were 
forgotten  in  this  eaniestly  desired  consom- 
mation. 

In  themean  time,  the  old  Deloraine,  with  no 
feelings  but  for  his  own  selfish  gratification,  had 
obtained  in  marriage  this  beantiful  creatare,  the 
saerifice  to  his  unhallowed  desires,  and  tbe 
grasping  passion  after  wealth  of  her  unfiseling 
father.  The  unhappy  exile^  upon  his  arrinü, 
seeing  the  hopelessness  of  his  Situation,  and 
resolved  to  immolate  the  sentiments  nearest  his 
heart  to  the  slightest  prospeet  of  tranquillity 
and  peace  to  her  he  loved,  only  sought  a  last 
interview  that  he  «night  pour  out  the  feelings  of 
his  bosom,  and  bid  adieu  to  her  for  ever.    This 
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GoaadaMon  was  denied  him:  denied  by  the  ob- 
duracy  pf  the  jealons-pated  fool^  the  husband ; 
^eoied  by  the  immaculate  purity  of  the  Tictim- 
wife*  The  exile  however  could  not  prevail  ön 
hhnself  to  foigo  this  last  alleviation.  An  in- 
terview finally  took  pkce  in  all  innocence;  on 
the  part  of.  the  lady,  unexpectedly^  without  her 
concurrence  and  consent;  on  the  part  of  the 
lover^  in  the  spirit  of  an  everlasting  farewel. 
Meanwhile  the  tyrant*husband  had  his  spies. 
He  came  upon  them  by  snrprise  at  the  moment 
of  their  virtnous  adieux^  and^  without  allowing 
the  imhappy  lover  an  instant  to  put  himself  on 
his  guard,  or  so  much  as  to  see  his  enemy^  shot 
him  at  once  through  the  heart. 

Having  executed  this  murder^  the  husband 
proceeded  to  load  his  despairing  wife  with  foul 
language  and  the  most  virulent  abuse.  He 
charged  her  as  to  the  last  degree  shameless 
and  abandoned^  swore  that  sfae  should  never 
again  come  under  his  roof^  that  he  would  never 

I  5 
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allow  a  Shilling  for  her  subsistence,  bat  that  ahc 
fihotild  be  turned  out  on  the  world  to  sture. 
The  poor  lady^  seeing  her  lorer  dead  al  her 
feet^  and  wdtering  in  his  blood^  ternfied  at  the 
remorselessness  of  her  hnsband^  and  feeling'  that 
she  was  without  support  and  withont  hope, — 
her  heart  bürst'  in  twain^  and  she  instandy 
expired. 

To  complete  the  tragedy,  the  pooir  father  and 
mother,  who  without  one  feeling  of  reinorse  had 
sold  their  daughter^  and  who  were  now,  when 
he  saw  all  his  riews  of  selfish  gratificatioa 
fmstrated>  abandoned  by  the  wretched  miserly 
husband,  at  length  became  alive  to  the  aiormity 
of  their  proceeding.  Theycouldnotahewthem- 
selves  in  public  without  being  puraned  with 
hootings  and  execration;.  the  ghosts  of  thdr 
daughter  and  her  lover  were  ever  before  their 
distempered  imaginations;  and  a  Bhort  month 
put  an  end  at  one  and  the  same  time  to  their 
miserable  career. 
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Of  this  mde-spreading  calamity  Deloraime 
was  the  ooly  authori  and  he  alone  came  off  with 
triumph,  Had  he  fiiUen  under  the  chitches  of 
the  law^  his  üiite  would  have  been  at  once  in- 
evitable  and  unpitied.  Everjr  ooort  in  the 
World  would  have  held  that  he  was  responsible 
for  four  murders.  The  unhappy  and  exile  youth 
he  had  slain  in  ihe  most  dastardly  manner  like 
a  bravo;  the  unhappy  hidy  by  his  brutality  and 
the  horrid  suggestions  of  his  tongue.  The  sight 
of  the  wretched  lover  killed  in  cold  blood^  with 
his  wound  Streaming,  at  his  mistress's.feet, 
oonld  not  for  a  moment  moUify  his  flinty  heart« 
He  seized  the  occasion  of  this  miserable  scene, 
of  which  he  was  the  only  perpetrator,  to  over- 
whelm  the  idrtuous  lady  with  the  most  heart- 
rending  reproaches.  Nor  was  he  less  the  mur- 
derer  of  the  misguided  parents.  He  tempted 
them  to  crime,  when  they  thought  of  nothing 
but  good;  and  the  consequence  was  their  being 
hurried  untimely  to  one  grave.    And  yet  this 
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him  in  ecstacy  meeting  theBe  advances,  fingeU 
ting  aU  eise  in  the  world  bat  the  mlBtiesa  of  his 
aoul.    My  oontemplation  of  the  two  was  bot 
fifv  amoment;  but,  in  the  then  shaxpened  State 
of  my  facuUieB^  I  apprehended  every  musde  and 
every  gesture;  every  hair  ahnost  told  a  several 
tale.    Oh^  if  it  had  not  beea  thus,  coold  my 
beart  in  an  instant  have  been  fireighted  with 
inexosable  vengeance !  I  read  their  guilt,  their 
abandomnent  of  all  honour  and  prindidc,  as 
pbdnly  as  if  it  had  been  written  with  snnbeams. 
Hub,  in  looking  back  on  what  I  had  done»  was 
aUtheconscdationthatremainedtome.   Icafed 
not  for  the  world  and  its  constructions.    I  fdt 
in  my  heart  that  I  was  justified  in  what  I  pcr- 
petraled,  and  that  I  could  have  done  no  less. 
I  knew  that  ipy  act  was  in  appearance  Uack  and 
inhuman,  and  that  the  undiscriminating  vulgär 
would  cry  shame  upon  me.    Bot  my  own  heart 
acquitted  me.    Come  what  oome  might,  as  the 
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consequence  of  my  action,  I  irlght  lament  the 
fstal  necessity  that  urged  me  on;  but  I  never 
ecftßd  repent. 

This  paper^  as  I  have  sud^  ftrst  suggested  to 
m^  a  doubt  of  the  all-söfficiency  of  the  evidence 
upon  which  I  had  acted.  When  I  went  forth 
on  the  fittle  journey  which  had  preceded  the 
ttvgical  catastrophe^  I  beliered  thät  I  had  every 
reason  to  convince  me  that  the  surviTorship  of 
William  was  unknown  tö  my  wife.  I  had  been 
abaent  only  one  night  and  a  pärt  of  two  days. 
Could  it  be  thät  thia  short  period  had  been  used 
for  the  consummation  of  the  most  abandoned 
profligaey  ?  Might  nöt^  äfter  all,  their  encomiter 
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have  been  purely  fortuitous  ?  Every  appearance 
indeed  seemed  to  indicate  a  criminäl  under«> 
Standing.  Bat  who  could  say  what  Symptoms 
might  occur  even  in  the  fortuitous  encounter 
of  two  lovers,  when  one  of  them  had  been  be^ 
lieved  to  be  for  years  dead  ?  And^  if  they  had 
met  in  all  innocence^  if  guilt  had  never  entered 
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their  hearts^  if,  as  this  paper  affirmed,  they 
had  both  of  them  resolved  to  aacrifioe  every 
weaknesB  of  their  natures  to  the  rigid  mies  of 
propriety  and  duty,  then  wbat  name  coold 
adequately  designate  the  iniquity  of  my  deed^ 
the  deadly  flagrancy  of  my  offence  ?    The  rery 
thought  that  it  might  be  thus^  was  intolerable 
to  me.    It  occasioned  a  total  revolution  in  the 
System  of  my  being.    Hitherto,  if  I  thought  oi 
William  and  Margaret  in  my  dreams,  amidst 
the  watches  of  the  night^  I  thought  of  them  as 
delinquents.    I  was  persuaded  that  they  were 
criminal  towards  me,  that  they  had  surrendered 
every  principle  of  integrity,  that  the  conscious- 
ness  of  their  fall  from  honour  confounded  them, 
and  that  they  cowered  before  the  reaistless 
eaergy  of  my  justice.     Now,  if  I  saw  them 
in  my  dreams,  I  viewed  in  the  countenance  of 
each  a  look  of  unspeakable  reproach,  in  Mar- 
garet that  Said,  I  have  ^yen  up  for  you  every 
thing  that  is  valuable  in  life,  I  have  repulsed 
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every  whisper  of  human  firailty^  and  behold  my 
reward ! — iu  William,  that  reproached  me,  first 
for  having  ravished  from'him  a  treaaure  that  he 
valued  more  than  all  the  world,  and  then  that 
with  a  most  dastard  and  cowardly  act  I  had 
taken  his  life.  I  awoke  in  agonies.  I  could 
not  sustain  the  passive  reproachfiilness  of  their 
looks;  I  could  not  sustain  the  hitterness  of  my 
remorse. 

I  asked  myself,  What  means  this  paper  ?  and 
by  what  accident  or  contrivance  has  it  thus 
thrust  itself  on  my  notice  ?  These  questiona 
remained  for  ever  unanswered.  The  justice  of 
heaven  only  must  be  accountable  for  the  event. 
It  could  not  have  occurred  through  the  in- 
strumentality  of  Jerome.  If  he  had  seen  the 
paper,  if  he  had  r^arded  it  wijth  a  serious  eye, 
if  he  had  applied  its  contents  to  me, — ^though 
fiill  surely  he  could  have  no  cause  to  regard 
Deloraine  as  my  name,— he  would  rather  have 
secreted  it  from  me,  and  have  ruminated  upon 
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it*  Contents  in  the  solitucle  of  bis  ewn  contem- 
plations» — It  was  thus  that  I  reasoned. 

Though  this  however  appeared  to  me  the  just 
inference  from  the  phenomenon^  I  did  not  the 
less  iotently  observe  the  motions  and  gestofcs 
of  my  host,  that  I  might  infer  from  them,  if 
possible,  what  was  silently  working  in  bis 
mind.  It  was  all  impenetrable.  The  brown 
and  leathery  texture  of  his  skin,  the  stem  in- 
flexibleness  of  his  eye,  the  busby  shagginees  of 
bis  brow,  and  the  invariable  steadiness  of  his 
spirit,  set  at  defiance  every  power  of  conjectuie. 
MeanwhÜe,  if  there  were  any  change  in  his 
demeanour,  it  was  certainly  on  the  favoarabk 
side.  No  doubt  a&  his  behaviour  in  the  receot 
Visit  of  TVavers  aad  his  myrmidoos  was  cal* 
cnlated  to  inspire  me  witii  confidence.  His 
coiiduct  tbroughont  had  been  appaiently  franit 
and  single-minded.  He  had  given  me  notice  of 
the  approach  of  roy  foe;  and  all  that  he  did  was 
steady,  resolute  and  unflinching.     His  subse* 
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quent  proceeding  was  marked  with  a  greater 
cordiality  than  before.  It  seemed  to  say,  By 
ihis  time  we  understand  each  other)  and  you 
must  see  that  yon  bave  reason  to  rely  on  my 
constancy. 

After  much  deliberation  I  shewed  the  paper 
that  had  fallen  into  my  hands  to  Catherine. 
At  first  I  seemed  to  feel  some  terror  from  the 
eunningness  of  its  insinuations.  But  I  said^ 
No :  surely  my  daughter  knows  me  sufficiently ; 
and  I  am  myself  at  hand  to  clcar  all  ambigaitiefi. 
I  was  also  originally  miwilling  to  add  new  an- 
guish  to  all  that  she  already  sustained  on  my 
account.  But  I  presently  saw  the  fallacy  of 
tbese  reasonings.  The  more  she  had  sacrificed 
for  my  sake,  the  more  unquestionably  was  she 
entitled  that  I  should  have  no  reserves  with  her. 
Beside,  that  I  relied  much  upon  the  sagacity  of 
her  Penetration.  Innocence  always  bas  an  ad- 
rantage  in  that  respect.  Its  eye  is  more  steady, 
and  its  inferences  more  sound  and  dispassionate. 
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of  my  guilt^  that  had  attached  her  to  me^  and 
made  her  feel  that  it  was  impossible  for  her  to 
desert  me  in  my  complicated  distress.  Bat  she 
could  not  bear  to  see  all  this  set  down  in  black 
and  white.  And  least  of  all  conld  she  bear  to 
see  it  maliciously  aggravated^  the  worst  con- 
struction  put  upon  every  thing,  and  views  im- 
pnted  to  me  the  most  foreign  to  my  disposition 
and  character.  • 

And,  in  addition  to  all  this,  the  paper  gave 
her  firesh  uneasiness  and  impatience  respecting 
oiir  Situation.  She  could  not  conjecture  how 
it  had  found  its  way  into  our  remote  Situation ; 
but  neither  could  she  credit  that  it  had  not 
been  seen  by  Jerome.  Then  the  reward  for 
my  apprehension  that  it  specified,  was  the 
Very  thing  that,  judging  firom  the  adventure  of 
M.  Brissac,  was  the  most  precisely  calculated 
to  seduce  him.  All  her  remaining  serenity  was 
dissipated  under  this  apprehension«  Day  and 
night  was  she  haunted  with  ten  thousand  name- 
less  fears. 


190  DELORAINE.  GB. 

Catherine  now  pressed  me  aiiew  to  dialodgc^ 
and  to  aeek  auother  shelter.  Bat  I  obstinfedjr 
leaisted  her  expostolationa.  I  obeervcd  that, 
If  I  hKd  previously  eanceived  a  confidence  in 
Jerome,  a  confidence  fiilly  justified  by  tfae 
eventy  I  was  authorised  in  entertaining  a  stiB 
ampler  confidence  by  what  had  reccnily  oc* 
curred,  We  had  found  by  actoal  expcriment 
)iow  felicitously  the  castle  was  adapted  Cor 
aecrecy,  we  had  found  Travers  and  all  hii 
mynnidons  ba03led.  He  had  Waited  the  caade, 
and  by  the  fideUty  6f  Jerome  had  faeen  acnl 
away»  bootless  aa  he  came. 

We  accordingly  £tiU  continued  for  one  weck 
and  another  without  molestation.  We  fidl  into 
our  uaoal  occupations ;  and  I  oouU  em  per- 
oeive  that  Catherine,  though  still  haxinted  with 
qualms  and  apprehensions,  yet  from  day  to  day 
lecoyered  a^  greater  serenity . 

In  the  course  of  the  second  wedi  I  was 
aeized  with.  an  inflammalory  distemper,  iriiidi 
for  two  days  confined  me  to  my  bed,    By  the 
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appUcation  of  proper  medicinea  however  I  re- 
oovered  more  rapidly  than  might  have  bem 
expected.    On  the  third  day  the  veather  for 
several  hours  had  been  insufferably  hei,  which 
in  the  afternoon  was  succeeded  by  a  sober, 
heavy,  perpendicular  rain^  giving  a  freshness 
to  every  surrounding  objecto  and  a  remarkably 
exhilarating  sweetness  to  the  air.   The  evening 
after  the  rain  was  particularly  beautiful,  and 
irresistibly  invited  me  to  partake  of  its  genial 
inflnence.   The  declivity  of  the  rock  caused  the 
rain  to  run  off  immediately^  so  as  to  enable  me 
to  partake  of  the  inyigorating  qualities  of  the 
shower  without  being  exposed  to  any  of  its 
inconveniencies.    Catherine  however  was  that 
evening  detained  within  the  Castle,  about  some 
trivial  task  which  she  was  uncommonly  eamest 
to  finish.    For  my  part  I  for  the  moment  feit  a 
gratification  in  being  alone.    A  pleasing  lan- 
guor,  the  effect  of  my  fever,  the  fever  itself 
having  vanished,  hang  about  me ;  and  I  expe- 
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rienced  that  freshness  of  Sensation^  to  whidi 
robust  health  is  a  stranger,  and  which  comes 
over  one  like  the  inBpiration  of  heaven,  after  a 
fit  of  Bickness. 


XIII.  DfiLORAINE»  193 


CHAPTER  XIII. 


I  OPBNBD  the  small  door  broken  in  the  wall 
which  I  formerlj  mentioned,  and  stepped  out 
upon  the  rugged  and  irregulär  ground  which 
formB  the  descent  of  the  rock.  I  viewed  the 
puting  splendours  of  the  closing  day,  already 
more  than  half  extinct,  and  which  every  mo- 
ment  yielded  a  further  step  tp  the  ashy  tiat  of 
evening.  A  life-giving  breeze  played  upon  my 
cheek  and  my  forehead.  Presently  the  evening- 
star  came,  to  aasert  its  prerogative  as  precursor 
of  the  host  of  heaven.  At  that  moment  all 
grief,  all  sorrow^  all  remorse  and  reproach  of 
thtngs  paat,  seemed  to  paaa  away  from  me.    I 
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was  like  a  new-bom  child^  conscioiis  only  of 
ioternal  Sensation,  swallowed  up  in  the  calin 
abstraction  ot  eadstence.  This  did  not  last 
more  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  Bint  it  was 
like  a  solitary  green  island,  firm  and  immovabk 
under  the  foot  of  the  stnunger,  in  the  midst 
of  the  never-reposing  wares  of  a  tunultuoiis 
aea.  1  gave  xnjrsdf  up  to  it;.  and  ii  scemed 
an  eamest  of  everlastiiig  eaastaMae. 

When  I  wokio  firom  tUa  dcdicious  referie»  I 
found  tbat  I  was  still  afanost  under  the  wallaof 
the  Castle.  I  had  perfaapa  neilter  iii»rad  haad 
oor  foot  jErooi  its  eommenoement  to  ita  dose. 
I  had  previoQst^  proocedcd  in  an  oidiqtte  diice* 
tion,  and  now  pevcaivied  that  I  was  rather  under 
the  lUMrthem  thaa  the  eastem  aspect  oi  Ihe 
eastle.  I  ^»pUed  myself  to  icgain  the  door  by 
whieh  I  had  left  its  waUs.  In  atlempliiis  to 
accon^tish  this  I  made  a  snudl  circuit  of  a 
part  of  the  fartJfioiMtoi.    It  was  now  ahnest 
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toially  dacfc^  and  cvery  üang  was  w  still  as 
death.  The  groiiBd  I  trod  w«a  of  palrerised 
cartk,  and  my  stepa  wem  Boandkas^ 

I  approadttd  a  bsttsen;  and^  aa  I  ap- 
pvoacbed^  ooald  hear  <he  aoand  of  human 
Yoices  on  the  other  side.  I  paused  for  a  mo^ 
ment  from  an  hnpitlsr  ot  cuviostey^  and  thiiik- 
iag  whether  Üie  avbfBet  of  thenr  tatt^  CDidd  po»- 
aibly  have  referemce  to  ne«  They  ccmveraed 
ia  sottiewhat  of  an  laadar-key,  aa  men  almoat 
ahrays  da  when  theiir  talk  ia  m  the  nature  of 
oonapiracy^  cten^  thciagh  tiitse  should  k  not 
the  smalleBt  pvobabOity  a£  tfaeir  beingf  over- 
fceard.  The  buttresB  bowei«r  wa»  a  convenient 
acrten  for  me,  enabMng^  me  to  advance'  almost 
ck)se  to  the  sfpcaker»  without  the  f  isk  of  being 
percenred.  The  erenuif  waa  remarkatoly  Btill ; 
ao  that  acaccdy  a  ayUakle  could  be  utteFcd  by 
either,  without  its  being  conveyed  to  my  ear. 
.  I  wonU  not^  add  Jasomey  hsre  thought  of  a 
thing:  of  the  soi%  if  it  had  not  been  for  that 

k2 


19€  '     PELOEAINE.  CH. 

paper.  But  I  never  heard  of  any  tiiing  eo  ooU^ 
blooded  and  atrociouB  as  this  man;  and  I  shatt 
feel  that  I  have  done  a  meritorioua  act  by 
ridding  the  earth  I  tread,  of  such  a  yiUain. 
There  can  be  no  mistake  of  ihis  being  the  Yery 
man  ? 

I  am  aure  of  it,  replied  the  other.  I  eame 
from  England  for  the  verjr  poipoee  of  appre- 
hending  him.  But,  if  not,  there  is  no  bann 
done«  I  want  Deloraine,  and  him  only.  I 
bear  no  animosity  against  any  other  living 
mortal.  If  I  find  that  this  ia  not  Delorainei 
I  will  not  hurt  a  hair  of  bis  head. 

I  should  be  mainly  aorry  to  be  wiong.  I 
stand  upon  my  character,  and  would  not  bat  be 
faithfiil  to  the  very  letter  of  my  engagement,  to 
any  thing  that  deBerved  the  name  of  a  man. 

But  where  ia  he  ?  He  is  harboored  in  thia 
Tery  casile« 

I  will  not  teU  ypu  where  he  is.  He  ia  not 
&r  distant ;  and  I  can  presently  put  him  into 
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your  hands.  But^  without  my  aid  and  consent, 
you  can  never  meet  with  him.  He  is  as  safe, 
as  if  he  were  hid  in  the  bottom  of  the  sea.  But 
you  are  eure  the  reward  is  twelve  thousand 
livres  7  I  could  not  take  a  farthing  less. 

Tou  may  depend  upon  it.  Give  yourself  no 
uneasiness.  But  lead  me  to  him«  Do  not 
trifle  time. 

Soft  you,  BIT.  Where  is  the  cash  ?  I  must 
See  it.  Tou  must  count  it  out  to  me.  I  de- 
pend upon  no  promises.  I  have  nothing  to  do 
with  paper.  Gold,  and  gold  only,  can  make 
me  stir  a  step. 

You  shall  have  it  to-*morrow.  But  in  the 
mean  time  let  us  secure  his  person.  I  count 
every  minute  an  age,  tili  I  have  him  in  my 
hands. 

Excuse  me ;  but  you  shall  have  no  Perform- 
ance to-day,  to  be  paid  for  to^morrow.  What 
do  I  know  of  you,  Mr.  Travers,  or  whatever 
may  be  your  name  ?    Tou  may  be  as  much  to 
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lie  relied  od  as  tbe  faank  of  Axntterdam,  or  yoo 
xoxy  be  a  man  of  air,  to1ie  pnfled  aw«y  witk  a 
bi«ath.    No,  air ;  I  am  not  to  be  bad  so. 

Well  then»  aaid  IVaven.  I  will  go  to  the 
nearest  free-toim.  It  in  bnt  a  few  wSles.  I 
will  be  wUh  you  bj  ten  to^moironr.  Bnt  in 
tlie  mean  time,  if  tbe  crtminal  ahonbl  escape  ) 

Be  linder  no  concera  about  that.  I  am  an 
old  bird;  and  nottolie  cangbt  wiüi  cfaalF. 

Fare\Fell  tfaen:  remember  ten. 

At  ien  I  am  yonra.  The  diai  k  not  lo  sore 
to  the  atm,  as  I  am  to  be  on  tbe  spät,  and  in 
all  readiness. 

fiaying  thuB,  tbey  parted ;  and  I  was  left  in 
ailence  and  aoUtnde. 

Wbat  were  my  feelings  in  baving  orerbeard 
this  conversation  ?  My  blood  tingied  :  every 
atom  and  fibre  witbin  me  had  a  hfe  of  ita  own. 
Here  I  atood  on  the  brink  of  deatnictioa. 
AU  my  precautions,  all  my  anxietiea  were  dia- 
aolvedy  like  '^  a  thread  of  tow,  wfaen  it  toochcs 
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tli6  five."  I  fdt  alreMhjT  aa  if  the  iron>  which 
dlq^siamte  aad  ice-blooded  policy  lias  ham-^ 
mered  out,  liad  embraced  my  ancles  and  my 
wrists.  I  did  aot  so  pioperly  antidpate,  as 
paas  throog^  my  apprehe&aion,  my  being  em* 
barked  for  England^  thrust  into  a  post-ehaiae 
'beturaen  two  thief-taken,  and  delivered  np  to 
the  jaüor,  the  bara  of  my  dungeon,  the  dock  of 
tht  aeaaion-house^  and  all  the  dreadfid  formali- 
lies  wfaioh  are  condaded  with  the  acaffold  and 
the  gallowa.  By  how  rare  an  accident  had  I 
aalMed  oat  alone  at  the  small  and  obacure  door 
of  the  Castle,  and  approached  the  buttreaa  at 
the  very  moment  to  hear  what  I  had  heard ! 
And^  but  immediately  before,  I  had  rocked 
mysdf  in  the  moBt  misuspecting  security,  a 
security  which  is  perhapa  alwaya  the  precursor 
of  the  hunicane  and  Ute  earthqoake. 

I  re-entered  the  caatle  by  the  door  by  which 
I  had  quitted  it.  Is  it  not  Strange  ?-^R€re 
dwelt  the  Judas,  that  had  swom  to  deliver  me 
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up  to  assnred 4e8tnicliw, mdl  plaoedayHtf 
consciously^  and  wifth.  lajr  eye«,  «pon^  witUn 
bis  walls.  What  could  I  do  2  I  ooqld  mC  fly 
wholly  unprepared  and  naked.  I  CNNdd  mot 
leave  mv  vowed  and  devoted  oompumon,  mf 
daugbter^  %o  encouoter  a  hostet  tnatosmoBtotBy 
in  utter  ignoranoe  of  what  was  become  of  her 
father.  What  wovld  be  her  feeiiiigs  2  I  ooold 
not  bear  to  antidpate  tjhem.  Least  of  all  coJd 
I  bear,  of  deliberate  purpose^  and  1^  volinitaiy 
election,  to  cast  upon  her  siidi  A.comamama^ 
tion  of  her  gesieroos  and  disinlereated  Umiri» 
Where,  if  I  Idt  her  now^  was  I  to  find  her 
again  ?  How  communicate  to  her  the  intd- 
ligence  wbich  most  of  all  she  valued»  What 
was  become  of  her  father  ?  her  worÜileM 
father,  the  pest  of  the  earth,  the  bliglit  aiid 
the  curse  of  her  invaluable  existence  ? 

I  entered  the  apartment,  where  aat  Catherine^ 
hanng  just  completed  the  task  she  had  pi^ 
acribed  heraelCi    She  looked  up^  and  warn  im* 
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«üdiHtdjrthe  lokens  df  fhe  extraordmary  revo- 
Infirar  tfaat  had  passed  wiftin  me.  I  said : 
.  Crtherine^  there  is  bat  a  step  between  me 
■od  doidi.  '  Trai'erB  was  this  moment  at  the 
oaaüe.'  Jefüme  has  agreed  to  give  me  up.  AU 
tlist  ysa  raspected,  aU  that  you  feared^  is  re- 
aliaed« 

I  told  her  every  thing  I  had  heard^  that  Traven 
had  gone,  to  he  here  again  at  ten  in  the  morn- 
iag*  vith  the  promised  reward,  and'doubtless 
with  flodi  a  Teinforcement  as  to  make  my 
escape  impossible.  Knowing  this^  I  had  re- 
tiimed  into  the  lion's  den,  and  placed  myself 
within  his  fangs,  rather  thän  subject  my  child 
toall  she  would  have  feit  at  the  disappearance 
of  hei*  father,  and  not  knowing  what  had 
become  of  him. 

Catherine  was  crueDy  shocked  at  the  intel- 
ligence  I  bronght  her.  The  effect  however 
waa  somewhat  diminished  to  her  by  the  cir* 
ciHnatance  of  her  being  always  suspicious  and 
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OH  tfae  akxty  iiiiticq»at!ng  wkatlil^  äow  actnHy 
happened.  Add  to  Trhich^  her  spotkss  aool 
and  her  well-balanced  mind  gave  her  at  all 
timea  mispeakahly  the  adnustage  of  me.  We 
fdt  at  onoe  that  it  was  neoeasary  for  us  te 
conduct  ourselves  just  in  oor  nsnal  mamier, 
and  not  to  take  the  slighteat  Step,  tili  Jerome 
had  retired  to  rest,  and  we  had  reason  to  con- 
clude  him  fJready  in  the  anns  of  aleep.  We 
counted  the  clock;  we  watdhed  tibe  minnte^ 
hand;  and  we  said,  80  many  hoon,  and 
quarters  of  an  hour^  and  bur  oppretaon  w31  he 
lipon  US.  We  migfat  have  retired  inlo  oor 
hiding-place,  and  have  8bot  the  holt;  but 
Jerome  knew  erery  nook  and  reoeaa  of  tfae 
Castle,  and  all  our  precautibu  woold  have  been 
unavailing. 

We  had  nothing  for  it  bat  to  get  out  of  tiie 
chateau  by  the  same  passage  by  whiefa  I  faad 
just  entered  it,  and  which  was  used  by  no  one 
but  oursdyes.    It  fortunaldy  hif^pened,  as  I 
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httm  alitady  said,  that  the  «{Murtmenta  of  the 
eomderge  were  detached»  »d  at  a  cBstance 
firom  thoM  wa  oocapied.  He  came  to  us 
teftnre  be  retifjsd  to  restj  aaid  he  was  glad  to 
see  I  was  better  of  my  fever,  ai^d  wished  us  a 
good«ttight.  As  he  shut  the  door  after  him, 
I  heard  a  sl^ht  soundj  which  could  scarcely 
be  that  of  a  holt.  I  dared  not  try  the  door 
immediately ;  and  the  Impression  was  so  in- 
considentble,  that  the  minute  after  I  had  £ur-^ 
gotten  it« 

After  a  brief  pause,  we  put  together  a  few 
necessaries^  and  the  little  proviston  of  money  we 
had  by  us*  We  waited  more  than  an  hour  and 
ahalf  tili  the  dead  of  the  night.  I  then  went  to 
the  door  of  our  apartment  leading  into  the  hall, 
and  was  petriflcd  ät  finding  that  it  was  locked 
OD  the  ontside.  I  now  for  the  first  time  re- 
4XilIected  the  brief  and  nncertain  sound  that  had 
ünmediately  succeeded  Jerome's  departure. 

Here-thmi  at  least  as  our  jailor  believed,  we 
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&  cagr,  hgJpiwiB  and  witkont  reacnme, 
ÜH  il  dMMiM  plenc  hiüi  to  open  oar  place  of 
caaiBcnait,  and  ddircr  me  vp  al  ance  lalo 
tbc  liiinis  of  wy  dcstraypn. 

Mcanviiile,  after  a  shoft  intemd  of  amase» 
dcspair,  I  bcgan  to  cast  aboat  wImiI 
ta  bc  doDC.  1  had  still  a  respite  of  aomc 
iMiuny  of  tiittdi,  in  time  at  leaat,  if  not  in 
spare,  I  wa»  abacdirte  masfeer,  and  dimng  ivhich 
no  one  would  cootrarene  me,  or  endeavoar  to 
inteifere  witii  wj  movoncnta. 

I  had  had  the  apprebcnsion  of  my  fiute  at  all 
times  bef are  me,  and  had  prorided  rnyadf  wilh 
tbe  fitüe  implements  that  migfat  be  oeonmy 
to  free  me  from  obstacks  not  ezactly  to  be 
cakidaied  on.  Among  them  movere  several  of 
tbe  tools  of  a  carpenter.  Witb  diese  I  applied 
iDjrsdf  to  tbe  lock  of  tbe  door.  Itwassiraiig, 
ai;d  of  consideraUe  dimenaiona ;  and  the  ycara 
wfaidi  had  paased  ainoe  tt  was  placed  tbere^ 
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and  Ae  rmt  it  had  oontraetod»  vead^red  Us 
removal  an  affiur  of  oonsideraUe  difficuky. 
AAer  xepeated  exertiona  however,  and  being 
more  than  onoe  oUiged  to  pauae  in  my  labour, 
I  conquered  the  obBtacle,  detached  the  lock 
from  the  wood-woric  of  the  door^  and  ha^nng 
forced  it  from  its  horizontal  position,  no  longer 
foond  any  impediment  to  my  reaching  the  stepa 
that  descended  into  the  hall.  The  diatance  in- 
terposed  between  the  spot  where  I  had  bec»  at 
irork,  and  the  apartment  of  my  jailor  was  a 
most  fortuDate  circumstance.  With  cautioua 
and  wary  steps  we  went  down  into  the  hall. 
All  was  perfectly  still.  We  had  hitherto  been 
lucky  enough  to  occasion  no  alarro. 

After  a  minute's  pause  we  proceeded  to  the 
amall  door  broken  into  the  wall,  which  onoe 
passed  we  should  find  ourselves  beneath  the 
eanopy  of  heaven.  I  had  brought  with  me  a 
Utile  lamp  to  direct  my  steps.  I  had  taken 
the  precaution  to  close  again  the  passage  lead- 
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ret«h«  We  QMM  to  the  palh  of  «Uek 
nvere  in  seaich.  Tbis  pKsently  divided  iafto 
twoj  the  one  ccMitinuing  along  the  roola  <»f 
mountain^  the  other  diverging  ibCo  A» 
coatAty.  We  pursued  tbe  last.  Our  ckJKt 
belog  to  place  our  foUowen^  if  foUowcrs  «e 
had,  at  fault,  we  adopted  in  prefefooe  tke 
dkection  which  it  might  aeem  beforeband  Ibe 
leaat  likely  we  should  liave  adopted. 

By  break  of  day  we  obaerred  an  olMcne 
village  at  no  great  diatance  from  na.  We  wwe 
somewhat  weaiy  Irom  the  leagth  of  way  we 
had  measured,  and  were  glad  to  reaoxt  to  a 
place  which  seemed  to  promiae  us  aome  re&eak- 
ment  and.  reat.  We  .purpoaed  to  enter  the 
obecurest  public  houae»  or  eabaret.  Cor  ihal 
purpose.  We  were  no  sooner  howerer  in  tbe 
Street,  if  a  few  xnean.  and  scattered  oottagei 
might  deserve  the  name,  Mid  were-  paaaiiig 
oertain  sheds,  which  the  villagera  pefhi^  dig- 
uified  with  the.name  of  a  market-boiiae,  thaa 
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we  perceived  £rom  ten  to  twenty  penons  ga^ 
theted  together  in  a  tort  of  coiumaCion.  A  cry 
was  preneDtly  raiaed,  ''.Stop  him !  stop  luiii  1 
theie  U  the  £don." 

The  words  Struck  ua  both  at  the  same  mo* 
oient.  A  secret  coiiBdousness  bringe  a  thing 
hmne  to  the  indiyidual,  and  ia  no  less  powerfiil 
to  oppress  and  dismay  than  the  voice  of  a 
tmmpet.  I  did  not  doubt  that  I  was  pursued, 
tbat  1  was  indicäted,  that  I  was  on  the  point 
to  be  apprehended.  I  looked  round  me  in  the 
daepest  confusion.  Despair  entered  niy  soul, 
sbarp  as  the  point  of  a  sword.  I  said  to  my* 
sdf^  Every  effiort  I  make  is  vain  •:  the  decree  ot 
heaven  is  gone  out  against  me;  and  wbat 
haaren  ordains^  it  finds  its  own  means  ot 
cafrying  into  execution  1 

Catherine  recovered  sooner  than  I  did,  and 
inknediately  exclaimed,  I  will  go  and  see  what 
occasiona  thia  uproar.    It  may  be  nothing  to 

US. 


210  BEI.ORAIMS. 


CR. 


I  gnqied  her  von  in  m  ngnificanl  muma^ 
«b4  lield  her  back»  If  this  damoiir  is  pcyinted 
at  me,  I  cziecU  eveiy  thiog  is  at  an  eod. 
Meanwhile  do  not  force  theae  penons  to  atlend 
to  usl  I  fek  at  <mce,  that,  when  a  cry  is 
taiaed  agaiast  any  one  as  an  offeader,  no 
maitter  wbcslhear  it  is  a  murdeter^  or  cme  wboae 
only  crime  is  the  picking  a  podcet,  tibe  wfaok 
body  of  Tolgar  bystandera  are  in  arms  against 
faim^  are  ready  to  intercept  his  flight^  and  feel 
fike  so  many  swom  constables,  whose  fimction 
is  the  summary  execntion  of  the  law. 

It  tumed  out  that  the  oliject  of  tbe  dameaff 
was  a  man  charged  with  hanng  stolen  a  hone* 
The  man  was  innocent  It  bappened^  aa  is  ea 
often  Seen  in  these  cases^  that  a  forwaid  and 
confident  fdlow,  who  in  his  life  never  knew  whal 
it  was  to  doabt  of  any  thing  he  had  taken  in  bis 
head^  saw  something  in  the  air,  tbe  featorea, 
the  oomplexion,  or  the  demeanonr  of  an  indi* 
yidual^  whose  whole  life  was  peaceable,  and  aD 
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hie  tlieugfats  inofeasiv«  and  IdamelesB,  «utbori* 
sing  iAta  in  hia  ^iniön  to  «wear  to  im  idenftitf 
wHh  a  desperate  raffian,  whose  only  mode  oF 
subaistence  had  habihiaUy  been  the'  daringly 
tippropriating  to  himself  the  chatbels  of  odiersi 
We  took  fiome  refreshment  in  the  cabarei  I 
hwre  mentioned,  and  then^  wanderkig  into  cer- 
tarn  fields^  at  a  distance  from  any  public  road^ 
Beated  ouraelrea  in  an  obacure  and  well-ahaded 
nooky  with  the  design  of  conaidering  what  it 
wotdd  be  adviaable  to  do  next.  We  canvaaeed 
Tarioua  projecta ;  but  the  mote  maitui^ly  Ibey 
-vnre  considered,  the  leaa  did  any  of  them  ap* 
pear  to  nSSord  a  reaaonable  ground  of  hope« 
Trarera  waa  ao  indefiatigable,  ao  reacdute  in 
pnrauing  hia  purpoae  in  defiance  of  diaoourage* 
ment,  ao  qualified  in  point  of  expenditure  to 
execute  whatever  hia  thoughta  anggeated  to 
him^  so  aubüe  in  recovering  and  following  up 
every  acent  that  waa  afForded  him,  and,  above 
all,  waa  ao  deeply  imbued  with  the  passion  of 
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thorougUy  ttvenging  his  unfortcuiate  firiend^ 
tfaat  never-ending  terror  seemed  to  dog  my 
footstepB,  with  the  assnraooe  that,  howerer 
often  I  escaped  him,  I  should  inftUibly  be 
caught  at  last.  Had  such  a  oontest  any  temp- 
tation  in  it,  that  should  lead  me  to  oontinue  h 
further  ?  Assuredly  not.  Had  it  oot  been  for 
tfae  thought  of  Catherinej  and  what  she  woold 
eodure  from  the  disgrace,  perhi^  the  ignow- 
nioufl  fate  of  her  father,  I  would  immodialely 
bare  sunreDdered  myself  to  my  oouotry  «od 
ita  laws^  with  the  possibility  that  the  iasne 
raight  not  prove  the  worst  that  my  fean  wo%^ 
gested;  but  if  it  did,  that  I  might  at  leaat 
arrive  at  an  undoubted  end^  dose  this  fevieiMii 
State  of  intolerable  existenoe»  and  finally  lay 
down  my  head  in  the  silence  and  insensilnlity 
ol  the  grave» 
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Fba  the  sake  of  Catherine  there  was  atill  one 
experiment  that  I  was  contented  to  try.  And 
thia  was  how  far,  by  a  well  concerted  enter- 
pme^  I  could  dlvest  myself  of  the  indications 
of  my  identity  so  completely,  that  I  might  face 
my  enemies^  and  appear  in  the  midst  of  them 
wiihout  daager  of  deing  detected.  I  had  heard, 
and  I  believedj  that  such  an  experiment  had 
been  made,  and  with  saccess.  The  most  stri« 
king  examples  of  this  that  have  hitherto  been 
known,  have  been  of  persona  happily  endowed^ 
either  in  bodily  conformation  or  intellectual 
temperament^  for  the  porpose,  who,  in  mere 
wantonness  and  the  pride  of  what  has  been 


teknt,  bave  impoaed  sac- 
I  Uli  fiiihr  f  tkoM  to  wImibi  they  have  bem 
6i^üIiarlT  kaaoviiynay  vpoo  tlieir  moBt  ifitwnitc 
and  sKxcd  oamectiaBS,  aatiflfyiiig  thcm  that 
ifer  vcre  tke  sinuigen  tliey  pretended  to  be. 
Bat,  if  this  lias  becn  dooe  in  spoct,  and  finrtiie 
■Kve  odbibitioB  of  winfiiof  akill«  aomelinies 
p  ihifa  soktp  far  tfag  amaaemcnt  and  if  ndff 
«f  a  cuoiwial  paity,  wbo  wcre  acieial  of  tkcm 
in  Ac  aeoely  vlijr  shonU  I  anpfoae  Ihal»  wfan 
life  and  fuw  and  all  that  waa  dear  to  me  wfn 
alflUkey  wfaen  tke  ihnrnHiwe  waa  a  dongaoa» 
public  corktion  hcjare  a  conit  of  j— tkc  j  and 
an  ignomkuoiia  caecHtian»  I  ooald  noi  be  eqoal- 
hr  mfcoil,  pcneicriiy  and  «nriyBafid?  I  had 
beaid  one  of  the  ptwona  aost  lenoiraed  fiw 
tUs  aoct  of  exptrimcnt  say,  I  woold  undertake 
ta  keep  iq»  thia  diagaise  tm  any  kngtfa  of  tinc; 
1  waAd  go  thoogk  Fnaioe  and  Sfwitaeiland» 
nol  kaa  siaoDasafiil  ^^  t  riiinybtnt  at  tfe  hat 
fitigr  otmy  joamay  tjanattiigfiist. 
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Thift  10  cecfcainljr  a  wooderfal  Bpeeolation. 

The  mocal  goffenumut  oi  man  in  Bodety  to  a 

great  ^sgjre^  langes  upon  the  questioB  of  iden- 

txtj,  m  othtec  word»,  that  every  man  ia  recog- 

niaable  by  Ins  fellows.     The  ayatem  of  the 

World  18  wich,  thaty  amidst  the  thousaad»  of 

laiUkmi  of  human  creatures  that  kiliabit  thia 

globe  of  earth^  each  one  is  individiuiliaed  by 

Ufl  feaiures,  hia  figme,  bis  caniage,  bis  voicej 

and  a  multilade  of  aUnoat  nnaaaignable  parti- 

cttlarsj  ao  that  he  is  at  once  identifled  by  the 

noMiat  ai^erfieial  obaerver«    There  ia  aoaietbing 

in  the  outline  and  carriage  of  every  man^  by 

wfaickhe  doea  not  fail  to  be  aii^Ied  out  aod 

challenged  by  bia  acquaintance^  aa  £ar  aa  he  can 

be  aeen.    The  diatinctiona  are  aiibtle,  and,  aa 

we  might  at  firat  tfainky  in  a  manner  undefi- 

naUe^  yet  are  auch  aa  to  anawer  every  prafitical 

puzpoae.    Were  it  not  tox  thia^  wbat  would  be 

the  moral  and  civil  govemment  of  mankind.} 

There  may  pechapa  be^peraona  ao  firm  in  tec- 
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tüadt»  thgty  if  rm  kamism  onttare  t^ere  piff 
to^wif  oAneeytf  mdj  '^  tte  midttiglii  himb 
and  tileut  sUra  had  seen  it/'  Aey  yet  woald 
not  endnre  the  coaseioiiftiieBS  of  tkcbr  own  de» 
gmdatkn«    Bat  ihe  mass  of  maftldnd  ave  not 
thus  coDStitiited.    They  aie  heU  ii|  awe  by  the 
opinioiiB  aad  oensure  of  each  other.    Reputa- 
tion is  the  breath  of  tbeir  noatrila^  the  ekaacal 
hjr  which  they  respire.    The  constniction  that 
ahall  be  made  of  their  prooeedings   ia  the 
thought  that  awes  them ;  aud  even  the  jndg«* 
meet  they  ahall  make  of  th^nadvea  ia  rtga» 
lated  by  the  judginent  of  their  neighboma. 
We  are  members  of  a  oommunity,  and  can  be 
aearcely  aaid,  any  one  of  üb,  to  have  a  nüxmal 
ezistence  independent  of  our  fellowa»  •  Aad,  if 
thb  ia  the  eaae  ia  comparatively  trifliDg  paiti- 
cnlarsy  and  what  may  be  calkd  the  minor  mo- 
rala^  how  much  moie  eaaential  will  it  be  foiaid 
in  those  weightier  mattera  by  whidi  aocie^  ia 
pievented  trom  aHkig  into  anarchy  aad  bariü^ 
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riittt  ?  f^io  oan  teil  b«f%  few  are  iboBe  itMüri- 
dmla  irtio  Woiüld  be  withheld  from  invadiiig  tlK 
property  of  others,  inf ringing  thdr  fireedotn,  m 
bl«aking  into  tlie  Chamber  of  their  lives^  were 
not  the  rest  of  mankind  set  as  it  were  as  a  watch 
lipon  tbefr  aetions^  and  did  they  not  neverely  re« 
taliate,  by  legal  proceeding  or  otherwiae^  «pon 
tbe  aberrations  of  the  transgreseor  ? 
*  Such  however  ia  the  Constitution  of  things  in 
the  globe  we  inhabit^  that  the  law  of  the  social 
intercoune  of  man  wiU  in  almost  all  cases  pro* 
ceed  with  regularity.  Few  men  have  the  power, 
aUd  still  fewer  will  believe  they  have  the  power, 
of  imposing  upon  their  fellows  by  the  oblitera- 
thm  of  their  identity.  An  imposition  of  this 
80Ft  implies  such  a  tax  upon  the  impostor,  as 
wonM  require  him  to  suppress  all  the  sponta- 
neous  BUggestions  of  his  soul,  to  put  off  his 
noture,  and  to  act  under  a  perpetual  lestraint. 
A  man  must  be  held  imder  the  teiror  of  an 
idtenatife  no  less  awfal  than  that  of  Ufe  and 
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de»th>  before  he  can  psevail  iqpon  bunedf  fw  a 
«otitiiuiaace  thiifl  la  ditF^est  hiniMlf  of  natere, 
and  becQine  tbe  mexe  creoture  of  art. 

]t  is  true  that  I  was  plaoed  in  a  tremendooB 
emergency,  and  was  driven  by  tbe  inoat  ii^ 
stressful  considerations  to  make  an  electkm  of 
the  oonduct  I  ahoidd  hoU  in  my  pieaeat  ntoa- 
tion.  Yet  my  mind  was  eaaentiaUy  icAedtve, 
and  I  could  not  refrain  even  under  theae  drciün- 
staa^ea  f rom  epeculating  upon  the  priadpkt  of 
societyi  and  the  laws  of  moiality  to  man.  b 
was  necesaary  for  me  howeyer  to  put  a  apebdy 
end  to  this  digreaaiony  and  to.phu^  agam  into 
the  atream  of  action  in  which  I  had  been  hnrried 
on,  ever  aince  the  fatal  monuag  in  which  I  had 
taken  away  the  life  of  Williaov  and  quitted  Idt 
ever  the  manston  in  which  I  firet  diew  the  broalh 
of  existenoe. ,  Involved  iii  tMa  staeam,  I  shoold 
never  be  my  own  maaler  for  a  moment,  coold 
nevet  act  ttam  any  genuine  impolaea^  ar  knach 
into  a  free  aiid  generous  course,  bat  nuiat  ever« 
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more  be  driven,  comptUed  to  regulftle  my  pro- 
oeeding&by  the  dark^md  perplexing  anticipation 
what  would  be  the  proceedlngs  of  my  enemy. 
Indeed  both  parties  in  tiiis  unnatural  contest 
ase  chained  down  to  a  perpetuat  dependency, 
each  apeenlating  what  would  be  tiie  condnct  of 
the  othery  the  one  haviAg  tot  his  object  to  8ur- 
priee  and  to  capture^  and  the  other  to  elude 
and.eecape. 

I  resoked  however  upon  a  totally  new  mode 
cf  prooeeding.  Fov  a  considerable  time  it  had 
been  my  ruling  purpoae  to  make  the  place  of 
my  conceahnent  unknown,  eitber  by  putting  it 
at  a  distance  whoUy  remote  from  the  point  to 
friiich  suapicion  or  'sagacity  should  direct  my 
pttrsuer,  or  by  so  eovering  it  from  the  diacovery 
of  the  keeneet  «ght,  that  the  pureuer  might 
croas  it  a  thonaand  time»  without  so  much  as 
oonceiving  that  he  approached  it.  This  was 
alavery.  It  wns  attended  with  momentary  and 
inceaaant  terror.    The  individnal  who  acta  on 

l2 
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thiadwi^»  riioidd  be  aUe  to  creep.  into  in^rU 
sible  9pace,  or  to  make  hioiself  poietrlUc»  md 
iinpal{mble  to  luiiiian  toach  or  siglil*  II  wouU 
be  a  veiy  different  ihing,  if  I  could  boklly  £Me 
my  pursuer^  and  say  to  huD,  I  am  not.tbe  per^ 
8on  youaupposejne  to  be.  The  moce  narrowly 
you  suirey  m^^  tbe  more  will  you  be  coatineed 
of  your  eanoTs,  Or  ratberj  if»  preyenting  the  very 
thought,  I  could»  by  first  perplexiog  tbe  aeaics 
of  the  observer,  and  then  oarryiiig  bim  away 
with  an  aodacious  compoBuie  and  iacadible 
presence  of  mind»  at  once  impoee  myself  upon 
bim  for  a  straoger  whom  he  bad  never  aeoi 
before. 

In  execution  ot  this  plan  I  deemed  it  neoes* 
sary  immediately  to  paaa  over  to  England. 
This  I  did  not  donbt  I  could  eaaily  acoomi^ifibj 
as  it  would  necessariiy  throw  ont  in  their  cal- 
culation  those  who  sought  ma,  who  woiüd  look 
for  me  in  any  other  directicm»  and  never  beUete 
that,  by .  vohintarily  rqiairing.to  the  eountry 
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where  my  oflfienee  had  been  committed/ 1  should 
Apparently-  shorten  their  «hibour  by  taiäng  half 
ihm  business  on  myself.  The  advantages  I 
should  purdiase  in  England,  when  I  was  once 
there^  are  obviouB.  *  In  tbe  disguifies  U  was  roy 
plan  to  assmne,' in'the  transniutation  of  myself 
into  the  person  of  another^'it  woukl  be  most 
essential  tbat  I  should  possess  a  perplexing 
flueney  of  speech^  the  most  copious  rariety  of 
brogue  and  Intonation,  and  all  the  subtle  shades 
of  diflference  in  the  modea  of  expreasion  used 
by* persona  in  one  profession  and  widk  of  llfe 
andanother. 

I  had  arranged  these  particulars  of  my 
acheme,  and  had  already  set  out  on  my  jour- 
ney,  uaing  all  the  precautions  of  obscurity  and 
circuitouB  routes  which  my  terrors  suggested, 
wben  to  my  utter  surprise  I  encountered,  in 
one  of  the  first  towns  of  HoUand  I  came  to, 
tbat  young  man,  mentioned  in  an  early  part  of 
my  narratire,  from  wbose  kindness  I  reaped 
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such  esdenftid  benefit  in  itiy  stsle  of  indawbcxid 
after  the  d«ath  of  my  firfit  wife,  «idirlieii  I  was 
slowly  recovering  firom  an  obstinate  typhus 
fever,  which  had  reduoed  me  to  the  brink  of 
the  grave.  I  there  related  that  thia  yonng  man, 
whose  name  was  Thomton,  had  been  the  son  of 
one  of  my  earlieBt  friends.  I  atated  that  he  ac* 
companied  me,  in  my  joumey forthe  reestablish* 
ment  of  my  health  at  that  time  through  aeTeral 
countiea  of  England,  and  proved  the  most  ac- 
commodating  companion  in  the  World.  He 
was  all  genüeneas,  all  vigilance,  and  of  the 
sweetest  temper  ima^nable.  When  I  was  dis- 
posed  to  retire  into  myself ,  he  took  care  not  to 
disturb  me.  When  I  shewed  indicaüona  of  n 
frame  inclined  to  oommunication  and  amuse- 
ment,  he  had  a  particalar  adroitneas  in  accom- 
modating  himself  to  my  humonr.  He  oonld 
talk  of  poetry,  of  history,  of  scenery,  of  aits^ 
and  the  world.  His  sodety  had  done  me  a 
World  of  good^  and  I  never  thed  of  it. — Such 
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waa  the:iiiaii,  wliom,  as  I  have  aaid,  I  suddenly 
and  without  the  smalleat  prepanition.  Ughted 
upen  in  one  of  the  small  tövms  of  Holland^  at 
no  great  distance  froia  Nim^uen. 

I  bad  just  aet  my  foot  upon  land  front  an  in* 
significant  shallop,  and  was  hurrying  with  Ca* 
therine  into  a  cabrnret^  when  I  caught  sight  of 
him«.  I  had  my  hat,  as  usual,  pulled  down  over 
my  eyes»  and  my  doak.close  muffled  about  my 
neckj  that  I  might  the  better  pass  without  notice» 
Thorntonhowerer  instantly  recognised  me,  and, 
finding  that  I  was  about  to  pass  as  if  I  had  not 
Seen  him,  pulled  me  by  the  cloak.  I  would 
hare  shaken  htm  off,  but  I  could  not.  I  per« 
odred  that  he  knew  me,  and  therefore,  after  a 
moment's  hesitation,  judged  it  most  prudent  to 
change  a  few  sentences  with  him.  My  recoUec- 
tion  of  hia  exceeding  hnmanity  and  kindness  to 
me  on  the  oecasion  I  have  mentioned,  rendered 
it  impoasible  for  me  to  treat  him  with  hardness 
and  disdain.    And  I  believed  that  bis  temper 
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would  not,  dütm  hipi  tp  ntk^  JUoapalf  a 
of  injury  tome. 

I  drew  himioliatlie  caiaret,  aod,  hara^teen 
Catherine  safely  housed^  aiHponqpailied  bim  into 
a  private  comer.  üf  tbe  yard  anwfansJ  to  the  itm» 
I  Said :  .... 

Thomton,  I  suppose  yim  cunot  be  mac* 
quainted  with  my  imfortunate  aituatioiu  I  am 
an  exile  and  a  fugitive.  It  i»  aa  maoll  aß  mj 
life  is  worth^  to  be  known  to  any  one.  Wby 
have  you  been  so  imprndent  asto  iqwak  tome? 
Butri  know  that  I  may  troat  yoi^  aad  have 
therefore  only'tointreat  tbat  you  will  on  oo 
account  öpen  your  lips  peapecting  me^  or  ioti* 
mate  to  any  one  tbat  yoa  kaow  wbetber  I  am 
dead  or  alive. 

My  dear  Deloraine^  anaw^ered  the  ymag  man, 
how  could  you  imagme  that  I  would  mjaie  you  } 
There  is  scarcely  the  pecson  in  «xiateooe  to 
whom  I  am  so  much  attached  aa  youraelf.  I 
received  you  aa  a  legacy  hom  my  falber,  be  and 
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3F0U  having  been  oM  fricnds.'  T^öta  childhood 
I  regarded  you  as  nearer  to  üie  than  many  re- 
I&tiTes.  The  -month  that  I  spent  in  your  sole 
doeiety  in  travdling^  when  you  were  just  escaped 
aä  by  miracle  from  tbe  doors  of  the  grave^  gave 
an  additional  sacredness  to  my  sentiments  to- 
wards  you.  I  gazed  on  you  with  intentness 
hixa  the  firat^  when  the  colour  of  your  skin 
was  dark  and  inky,  andyou  looked  rather  as  if 
you  had  been  a  eorpse  liewly  dug  out  of  a  grave, 
than  a  liring  man.  I  watched  you  when. the 
£reA  breezes  of  tbe  spring  fanned  your  cadave- 
rbos  lineamentä,  gradually  restored  you  to  the 
congregation  of  living  tnen^  and  fik>m  time  to 
time  brought  a  faint  red  into  your  colourless 
dieeks.  I  left  you  at  Harrowgate  to  a  great 
degree  restored ;  and  I  visited  you  repeatedly 
afterwards,  when  you  married  a  second  time. 
It  gave  me  delight  to  see  you>  as  you  grew  as  it 
were  young  again^  and  were  reinstated  in  your 
printary  robostness  and  contentment.    Bot^  oh> 

l5 
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Üow  are  yon  altered  nöw\  How  moA  ame 
fearfiil  and  pHiable  is  yonr  appearanoe !  In 
y  our  yaletudinarian  joumey  you  were  feeble  aad 
languid,  wifii  a  aort  of  prematöre  old  age;  Wi 
you  were  resigned^  and  diaplayed  no  tdram  d 
inwatd  disquietade  and  contention.  Now  yoa 
are  AesMeBs  and  emaciated :  bat  tiiat  k  not  the 
worst.  Tonr  coimtenance  b  haggard;  your 
eyes  are  roving  and. wild;  yoa  seem  for  ever  to 
be  looldng  fbr  sometliing,  whkli,  th€ii^  yoa 
do  not  see,  you  äpprehend;  yon  are  ahra^ 
uneasy,  hannted  with  tenora,  appearing  Uke 
one  that  has  done  some  terrible  thii^,  flbe  ve- 
coUection  of  wbkfa  he  cannot  endure. 

And  have  I  not  occasion  ?  reptiöd  I*  Yoo 
speak  afi  if  you  were  not  atrare  of  die  terrible 
reyolation  ämt  has  oTertaken  me,  raating  me 
down  from  a  Station  whicb  the  maas  of  n^ 
species  might  envy,  and  rendering  me  an  object 
of  universal  execration  and  abhorrenoe« 

Thomton  expressed  himsdf  towarda  me  wMi 
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a  kiiid&«8ft  and  unresenred  syinpathy,  wbich  I 
had  experienced  in  no  human  Creatore,  from 
the  hour  tbat  I  took  an  everlasting  leave  of  the 
halla  of  my  aaoestors.  This  kindneas  had  the 
jeffset  of  opening  my  heart,  and  healing  for  a 
moment  the  wound  in  my  boBom.  I  had  no 
kmger  any  reserve  with  the  young.  man,  and 
led  him  at  once  to  the  apartment  in  which  I 
had  1^  my  Catherine. 

Here  he  expUiined  to  ua  the  particulan  of  hia 
preient  Situation.  He  had  come  to  HoUand  to 
reap  the  soccession  of  a  near  relation  of  his 
ttother,  a  Citizen  of  that  country.  He  had  now 
completed  the  buBiueaa  on  which  he  came,  and 
was  on  the  point  of  retuming  to  hia  native  re* 
gidence  in  the  county  of  Essex.  Won  by  his 
firiendihip  and  cordiality,  I  disdosed  to  him  my 
new  project,  so  far  as  rehited  to  the  putting  an 
end  for  the  present,  and  as  I  beUeved  for  ever, 
to  my  Wanderings  as  an  exile,  and  takii^  my 
chanoe  of  c(mcealing  myself,  perhiqps  aa  eflec- 


^2:8  AHQIAINJB.  Cü« 


tually,  in  England.  Thornton  did  not  cancdy 
understand  by  what  pröcess  of  reaaomng  I  was 
led  to  this  condusion;  bat  he  rtpidttd  my 
design.  with  a  certain  ccu^plaoencyj  kiaamQcb 
as  it  affi)rded  him  a  prdspeet  of  being  fnrther 
U8eful:ldme.  He  had  a  small  ressel  lying  at 
Helvoetaluys  in  readiuöss  to  transport  him  to 
Harwich»  in  whidi  if.  I  would.oosaeat.te  eat^ 
bark^  I  should  be  more  seciwe  ütorn  the  is^- 
siticm  of  idle  or  Gurions  penona,  than  I  oouU 
have  the  hope  of  being  by  any  other  meana.  I 
conaeated  to  his  propo^ ;  and  my  conaead 
gave  him  uneqiuvoeai  pleaanre.  We  ^anned 
thatfae  shonldgoon  before,  tohafeeverythmg 
in  readinesa^  and  that  Calherine  and  I  ahorid 
foBow.obscurely,  and  with  auch  precautiaM  aa 
luifortunately  we  were  too  mudi  under  the 
neeeaaity  to  practiae.    Every  thing  hnppeaad 

1^  faroncaUy  as  we  could  haye  wiahad;  andwe 

> 

1um[  the  advantage  to  embark  withont  obatada 
oraeaidan^ 


XVI.  iiE^o  HAINS.  229 


CHAPTER  XVr. 


Wl»  hastened  ta  the  xM^tern«!  residence  ot 
Tfaomton  in  the  hondred  of  Tendrmgf  remote 
ftam  any  puUic  r^tui,  bot  lyiog  in  a  Urd*8 
fligfat  neady  in  the  midd^  a  Iktk  however  to 
the  Math,  between  Harwtefa  and  Colchester« 
It  was  a  low  and  ancient  boilding,  emhosomed 
in  tieea,  so  aa  to  be  nearly  inimUe^  tlD  you 
came  somewliat  abmptly  upon  an  obtcure 
avemie  Icading  immediately  to  the  door  of  the 
houBe.  It  had  battlemeiitB,  and  a  dry  ditch, 
irtnch.had  fonnerly  been  a  moat.  Scarcely 
any  one  ever  approached  this  reridemse^  indes» 
peaona  who  had  csqpveM  boBineM  irith  its 
inhabttants,  dther!  tenants  to  the  kwd  of  the 
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xnanor^  or  penoiiB  froia  the  neareat  town  wbo 
sapplied  them  with  mich  provisions  as  were  not 
the  growth  of  the  soil.  Tiaitore  theve  were 
few;  for  the  yonng  man  had  but  laldy  oome 
to  the  eatate;  and,  almoat  ever  ainoe  he  auc- 
ceeded  to  the  propeity,  he  had  been  afaaent  on 
the  continent^  in  Holland,  and  elaewheie.  Tlie 
extreme  obacuiity  and  solitnde  of  the  nanaina 
were  inezpreaaibly  aooHung  to  me;.ttnd  tke 
kindüeas  of  the  owner  waa  bahn  to  my  hnit 
mind,  and  a  drangfat  of  the  moat  aalatary  na* 
tme,  bringing  aft  least  a  temporary  oblinon  lo 
my  woea« 

Thomton  waa  mceaaant  in  hia  eflbrta  to  xe* 
ooncile  me  to  myielf •  He  aud^  Nothing  oonld 
be  more  nnjuat,  than  to  impvte  any  thing  cri- 
minal  to  me,  or  that  I  ahoold  take  xcmotaa  to 
myself,  for  the  vnfiDrtonate  dced  I  had  peipe^ 
trated.  Theman  IkOIed  waaoMloabtedlytlie 
object  of  the  firat  paanon  of  my  wife,  the  eidy 
peraon  that  had  awakened  in  her  the 


fentuftent  of  love.  Hov^  thcjr  came  ioto  tiie 
fitaaticm  in  which  I  ftrand  tfaem^  had»  he 
underiCood^  been  disputed.  It  was  however 
UDdeniaMe,  that  tliey  were  swaUonred  up  ia 
each  other,  foi^tful  of  all  otber  eonsidem* 
tions^  aad  tUs  not  in  a  eorner,  bnt  in  tbe 
open  face  of  heaven.  This  spectade  preaented 
Itaelf  to  me  on  my  approadi  to  my  own  liouae» 
alber  the  absenee  of  a  day  and  a  ni^t.  I 
ooold  not  hanre  been  a  man,  if  I  had  not  heca 
tvanapouled  out  of  myaelf  at  the  aight.  There 
was  no  time  ibr  dehberationy  not  an  inch 
of  place  given  for  the  exercise  of  the  freedom 
of  will.  The  act  waa  an  irreBiatible  neceasity^ 
and  flowed  &om  an  imeontrolable  impttlse. 
There  was  no  alloy  of  malice  or  fbrethought. 
It  bad  in  it  no  mixtaie  of  infinnitjr  or  weakneM, 
trat  meiely  atamped  me  a  man  in  the  trueat  and 
moat  honouraUe  senae.  If  auch  then  was  the 
jnat  deacription  of  the  deed,  no  unfortunate  com* 
aeguence  that  foUowed  upon  h  could  idter  it« 
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tiMted  wiftli  üiuiaiem,  «od  -^papaAj^  <«  with 
«D  appcdwtaon.howeverqBfllified,  by  aDy^llM 
biit.the  dear  rdiüire  :«tio  had  devöted  henelf 
Uymy  comototio»  and  wl^  that  it  bveatbed^ui. 
it.  wert  a  aew  lue  ioto  my  dry  bones^ ;  I  walked 
iip  and  dovni  in  tbe  aidooa  of  my  friend,  and  fdt 
mysdfathoBie.   Icastmyeyeaonhkseryaiita^. 
Withottt  seeing  one  in^vidaaltwhalooked  äakew 
npoft  me,  who-had  heard  a  eyllable  whiapered 
to  xny  diaadvantage,  or  of  whom  I  could  fonn 
tbe   imagination  that   he  would   betray  me. 
[There  was,  aa  wHl  q>pear  hereaftcr,  one  ex« 
ception  to  thi&}    I  was  in  a  new  world.    Z  was 
aa  if  I  had  at  hat  come  aahoce  in  a  remote  island 
in  tbe  Pacific  Ooean,  wbere  every  tbing  talked 
of  cabn  and  lepoae^  whefe  all  the  inhabitanta 
were  innooent,  affectionate  and  confiding,  and 
eaterlaiped  not  a  donbt  that  I  was  aa  qpodeea 
aathcmaelTes.    I  had  left  my  adveraary  on  the 
bankaof  the  Bhine^  prying  narrowly  intoeyery 
comer  of  the  isaatk  of  the  eandergep  and  re-» 
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I  tiHtod,  wükMit  a  Uit  tluit«li0BU 


',  ÜK  vorj  cwintoy  wlnae  hnn  I  had  00 

Cor  a  ftv  dayi  I  fielft 
äve  wrigbt»  wUck 

by  di^  whcwiwi  I  vcnt^  and  wlddi  lay  ob  nqr 
breast  dming  die  a^^  inddics,  wnikring  my 
rasDiialioii  tonnenliiir  and  laliorioii&* 

It  vas  aot  thia  I  was  fi>r  a  moment  deomed 
bythegeaeranaopliialrjofTboiBtoiu  Iknev 
tbe  oHifitioD  aMleririiidi  man  ia pfffmJHpiJ  to 
subnst  OQ  tfae  &oe  of  the  caitb.  I  knew  tfaal 
tba  State  of  a  monl  beiiur  ^^^«^  noi  of  an  ck* 
coac  fanndfid  on  tbe  ideaof  bis  bdng  bnnied 
inlD  an  ad  fmnh  www  and  dPStrafiiTf^ 
tbe  power  of  itriitanoc.  This  doctrine  I 
wdl  aware  woold  open  tbe  door  to  endleas  and 
praflinle  ^^q<^t    a«  aocoonlable  aeatnfe 
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leani  tö  be  watchfiü  over  bis  8te|^,  ta  be  dis-» 
tnxstful  of  himBelf 5  sod  to  be  at  all  times  upon 
bis  goaird  aa  agiüaat  an  enemy  eager  to  lead  bim 
aatray.  He  must  subject  bis  passions  to  tbe 
great  law  of  moral  rigbt^  and  must  never  relax 
tbe  reina  of  bb  ocmduet.  He  mudt  at  no  time 
take  a  apedoufl  ezcuae  to  bimself^  or  aUow  bim- 
adf  to  varnisb  orer  bis  faulte  and  bis  folliea.  It 
18  ineredible  how  mucb  may  be  eflfected  by  a 
babit  of  TigQance  and  distrust;  and  be  wbo 
does  not  practise  tbis  babit^  must  expeet  to  fall 
into  deplorable  and  unpardonable  errors.  He 
wbo  allows  bimself  to  talk  or  to  dream  of  a  re- 
sistleas  temptation^  by  so  doing  enters  at  once 
in  tbe  catalogue  of  living  beings  for  a  beast^ 
T$Üker  tban  a  man. 

It  is  tbus  in  reaUty  tbat  every  one  is  judged 
by  bis  fellow-creatures.  Tbe  offender  may  seek 
to  delude  bimself  witb  an  effeminate  and  poor- 
•ouled  excuse;  but  it  is  not  so  tbat  a  just  and 
M%btened  by-stander  will  pronounce  upon 
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bim.  Ajkeodous  deeds  are  alroci0aB,  howerer 
circumstanced-aiid  howeirer  qualiied.  He  wbo", 
withoat  böag  absolutely  called  upon  in  idC» 
defence^  imbnies  bis  haiids  in  blood^äs  a  mar^ 
derer,,  aad  stand«  respanriUe  for  Ihe  oonse» 
quences  of  bis  deed/  be-  they  nerer  so  mokiplied 
and  tremendous.  He is cat off  fiomthe soctety 
of  bis  feUow-inen,  and  marked  as  an  objeetio 
be*sbanned,*to  be  bated,  to  be  reserred  for 
exemplary  punisbment. 
-'  And,  were  it  otberwise,  wbat  sort  of  conao- 
lation-  would  it  be  to  a  befaig  of  any  spirit,  and 
with one  sentiment worthyof  a  man  about  bim, 
to  say  that  this  individnal,  being  too  weak,  too 
▼oid  of  all  fimuiess  and  sdf-gofemmeBt,  te  be 
subjected  to  tbe  general  hiw  of  bis  kind,  mast, 
like  a  binatic,  or  Vke  an  oatcast  drifted  off  to 
sea  withoat  compass  or  rudder,  be  hdd  excoaed 
for  a  breacb  of  tbose  orders,  wbidi  foreoght  and 
good-sense,  in  poasession  of  tbe  instnuneat» 
that  a  State  of  civiliaation  woidd  snpply,  wanM 
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huve  imposed  cm  hiu  )  This  is  the  true  aker^ 
«ative  to  whieh  a  human  creature^  wbo  hj  bis 
form  U  understood  to  be  endawed  with  reason^ 
18  ittbjected;  and  the  man.who  does  not  feel 
hinoiself  5<punühed  with  a  sore  dicrtractioa/' 
vould  perhaps  rather  iindergo  the  ignominious 
treatment  awarded  to  a  fekrn,  than  be  counted 
a  cipher  in  the  communitjr  of  men,  and  excused 
aa  a  crcyiture  destitute  of  the  higher  (aculties  of 
humanity.  ' 

But^  beside  all  general  and  ordinary  eonsi- 
derations^  my  act  was  attended  with  aggrara- 
tiona  that  it  ia  scarcely  in  human  imaginotion 
to  paiaUel.  I  destroyed,  it  may  be,  the  two 
moBt  lovely  creatures  then  subaisting  on  earth.' 
I  did  this  with  my  eyes  open,  or  at  leaat  with 
auch  Information,  and  auch  perfeet  knowledge, 
aa  left  me.without  the  ahadow  of  an  excuse. 
The  merita  df  William  had  been  anfolded  to 
me  by  Ups  that  could  not  err.  When  bis  name 
was  mentioned,  when  any  chdnoe  circumatance 
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had  brought  him  to  the  reooUectioQ  of  Margam, 
iu  the  course  of  our  intiinate  familiari^^  I  caald 
see  reflected  in  her  countenanoe  the  oonscioi]»* 
nees  of  his  apotless  purity^  of  that  afiaemMage 
of  virtues  and  admirable  dJapoBitionB,  wliidi 
through  life  had  won  for  bim  all  hearta.  In 
what  langaage  was  it  that  Margaret  had  talkcd 
to  me  of  her  former  lover  ?  With  few  words. 
She  feit  that  it  would  not  be  graceful  in  her  to 
enlarge  to  me  on  such  a  subject.  She  feit  that 
it  would  not  become  her^  being  now  the  wife  of 
another,  to  let  her  mind  loose  to  expaftiate  on 
his  praises.  But  her  words  were  such,  of  auch 
significance^  delivered  with  that  deep  and 
chastened  accent,  that  spoke  volumea.  Qnce;, 
and  but  once,  upon  an  unezpecied  and  irreaiat- 
ible  occaaiiHiy  she  had  broken  out,  and  uttered 
largely  what  she  feit  respecting  him^  with  super- 
human  doquence.  No:  Ihadrecdyedaodiini- 
pressions  and  Communications  respecting  him, 
that,  if  my  mind  had  not  been  hardened  in  iil. 
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wottld  have  prampted  me  at  once  to  reject  all 
ambiguotts  appearanees.  I  bad  the  clue  in  my 
band,  that  would  bave  led  me  tbrougb  the 
labyrmtb)  and  like  the  sun  baVe  enaUed  me  to 
penetrate  every  olracurity»  To  allow  myself 
t6  be  deceived  even  for  a  moment,  after  such 
preparaiion,  was  the  wont  of  crimes. 

Tben  I  bad  inyaded  the  sanctuary  of  bis  life 
in  tbd  presence  of  Margaret,  in  Üiat  sacred 
presence  which  had  virtue  enough  to  disarm  a 
fiend.  I  had  had  no  consideration  for  her  un-> 
paralleled  wrongfl,  for  the  unmerited  destiny 
which  had  pursued  her  through  life.  She  had 
once  sacrificed  the  dearest  affection  of  her  beart, 
that  in  which  her  very  existence  was  bound  up, 
upoii  tbe  ahar  of  filial  duty.  When  at  length 
erenher  fatber  releirt^d,  and  agreed  to  call  back 
her  William  f  rom  the  shores  of  tbe  8t  Lawrence, 
he  perished,  or  appeared  to  perish,  in  her  sight, 
a  yictim  to  the  remoraeless  wa?es.    It  was 
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thfough  the  evidence  of  ber  deep  feeliog,  her 
divine  and  hopeleM  resignation  on  that  occik 
sion,  that  she  fint  won  my  heart.    Tet  to  tliia 
beingy  so  resigned,  so  exemplaiy,  wliom  no  mb- 
fortune  ever  ^ared^  and  who  so  fulljr  and  with  so 
irresistible  a  grace  diseharged  all  her  doties, — it 
was  in  her  very  presence  that  I  had  the  bartmrity 
to  destroy  the  individual  to  whom  her  lieait  was 
conaecrated^  and  by  so  doing  bring  upon  her  at 
onoe  the  most  odious  of  imputations,  and  the  last 
despur.     So  circumstanced^  the  mildest  of  hu- 
man creatures  broke  out  into  bitter  execratiaiis 
against  me,   and  her  ^'flawed  heart^'*  orer- 
whehned  with  an  agony  too  mighty  to  bcar, 
borst  at  once.  I  had  seen  these  two,  the  lovdiest 
of  human  beings,  whose  attraetions  no  mortal 
cottld  withstand,  stretched  on  the  funeral  Uer, 
cut  ofF  in  a  moment  by  this  cursed  band.    No: 
never  for  an  instant  did  I  give  retrospective 
entertainment  to  any  paUiation  of  my  odfence ; 
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never  did  I  regard  it  but  as  the  most  aggravated 
and  atrociouB  crime  that  imagination  itself  coiüd 
devise. 

I  did  not  therefore  deceive  myself,  or  Buffer 
my  better  sense  to  be  bewildered  by  the  sophis- 
tries  of  Thomton.  I  knew  that  I  had  passed  a 
boiime  in  moraiity  from  which  there  was  no 
retum,  that  I  could  never  again  lift  up  my  head 
in  innocence  and  honour,  that  I  was  separated 
from  the  pure  in  heart^  and  those  that  had  suf- 
fered  no  Stigma  or  foul  reproach,  b}-  a  wall  that 
could  never  be  surmounted.  Yet  were  Thorn- 
ton's  consolations  not  without  their  effect. 
Severe  as  I  was  with  myself^  and  inexorable 
in  condemnation^  I  nevertheless  experienced  a 
sensible  alleviation  from  the  thought  and  the 
sight  of  a  man  who  excused  my  errors  with  a 
clemency  so  unlooked  for  and  so  fascinating. 

My  interval  of  tranquillity  was  too  short  to 
b^  envied  me^  scarcely  by  the  bitterest  enemy 
of  my  crime.    A  servant  of  Thomton  was  sent 

TOL.  III.  M 
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hy  hxh  master  to  Harwich  for  some  necesaarjr 
afFairs^  and  brought  back  a  tale  which  involTed 
me  again  in  unspeakable  alarm.    He  had  aeen 
in  the  port  to  which  he  was  commissioaed  two 
strangers^  the  appearance  of  whom  for  some 
cause  attracted  his  attention.    They  had  come 
by  an  ordinary  Dutch  fishing-smack  as  passen» 
gers ;  but  they  did  not  seem  to  bdong  to  the 
class  of  traders^  who  usually  pass  betwoeu  Hol- 
land and  the  coast  of  Essex.    They  enquiitd 
particularly  respecting  a  sort  of  bark^  whkh 
had  lefb  Helvoetsluys  in  the  preceding  week^ 
and  which  he  knew  by  certidn  tokens  to  be  hb 
master*s.    They  were  curious  to  ascertain  what 
persons  it  had  brought  over,  and  whether  the 
gentleman  to  whom  it  appeared  to  belong  was 
an  inhabitant  of  the  county.    The  manner  of 
these  strangers  particularly  excited  the  obaer* 
vation  of  Mr.  Thomton's  servant. 

There  are  individuals^  who  seem  nerer  to  be 
happy  but  when  they  are  prying  into  pther 
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persons'  afiEurs.  From  the  sligbtest  indica- 
tions^  from  a  word  dropped  at  hazard^  from 
j^turesy  from  winks^  and  nods^  and  smiles^ 
they  make  out  a  connected  story^  adomed  with 
a  vast  variety  of  circmnstances.  SVmetimes 
they  are  grossly  mistaken ;  and^  thongh  there 
be  considerable  acuteness  and  plausibility  in 
their  conjectures^  yet^  from  miscalculation  per« 
hapa  in  one  link  of  the  chain^  from  laying  undue 
stress  upon  an  ambiguous  indication^  they  get 
a  thousand  miles  wide  in  their  conclusions, 
and,  whfle  they  think  they  are  raising  an  edifice 
that  no  storm  can  ahake,  are  in  reality  building 
a  houae  of  carda,  atory  above  atory,  which  the 
firat  puff  of  an  infant'a  breath  laya  level  with 
the  duat.  And  aometimea,  on  the  contrary, 
they  are  aurpriaingly  right,  ao  that  one  won- 
dera,  working  with  ao  flimay  materiala,  by 
what  kind  of  felicity  they  arriye  at  ao  aound 
and  veritable  concluaiona. 
One  of  ihia  kind  waa  Joaeph,  the  aervant  of 

m2 
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my  fdend  Tbomton.  He  saw  that  I  was  a 
wandei^r  oq  the  Sace^of  the  earth,  haviiig  no 
Qettled  abode.  He  saw  that  there  was  some- 
thing  eminently  unquiet  about  me>  and  believed 
that  ther«  was  a  perilous  secret  of  some  soit 
beloQging  to  me,  that  woidd  not  allow  me  any 
room  for  tranquillity.  He  remarked  the  fre- 
quent  cousultations  that  took  place  between  me 
and  Catherine  and  his  master^  and  was  suie 
that  they  signified  a  great  deal.  He  grew  per- 
suaded  tha.t  I  had  done  somewhat  that  lendcred 
me  dangerously  amenable  to  the  criminal  law. 
Having  got  thus  for,  it  is  surprising  how  firom 
half-words^  and  whispers  that  seemed  to  signify 
notbing,  he  proceeded  from  one  thing  to  an- 
other,  tili  he  seized  upon  something  yery  like 
the  truth. 

With  this  dangerous,  and  almost  criminal 
curiosity^  Joseph  umted  a  very  kind  and  affec- 
tionate  spirit.  He  loved  his  master  with  sin- 
oere  affection^  and^  lo^ring  him^  was  suie  to 
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extend  the  same  good  feelmgs  and  interest  to 
every  one  whom  his  master  particularly  te- 
garded.  The  proneness  to  curiosity  which  I 
have  described^  would  in  a  malignant  mind 
have  betokened  a  person  with  whom  it  was 
dangerous  to  come  into  contact.  Such  a  one 
having  gained  possession  of  a  criininal  secret, 
or  of  what  appeared  to  be  such^  would  nerer 
have  rested  tili  he  had  made  an  injuribus  use  of 
it.  He  would  have  regarded  himself  as  the 
delegate  of  heaven  to  bring  down  retribution 
upon  crime.  .  But  the  kindness  of  Joseph's 
disposition  kept  far  from  him  a  thought  of  this 
sort.  On  the  contrary,  the  very  circumstance 
of  his  having  by  his  penetration  wormed  htm- 
seif  into  a  dangerous  mystery,  made  him  feel 
as  if  he  were  the  protector,  the  guardian  angel, 
of  the  person  to  whom  it  specially  imported. 
His  sagacity^  by  which  alone  he  had  arrived  at 
the  Beeret^  inspired  him  with  the  idea  that  out 
of  it  grew  a  sort  of  kindred  or  rektionship 
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betwe»  faim  and  tb«  unhi^py  paity^  ao  tht 
he  wottld  as  soon  have  thooglit  of  tumiag 
agaiDfit  bis  own  flesh  and  blood^  as  agaanst  thit 
person.  On  tbe  contraiy  therefore  Joseph 
Iield  bimself  bound  to  do  me  eveiy  kiod  oßct, 
and  by  all  the  means  in  bis  power  to  diidd  me 
f  rem  miachief • 

Actuated  by  theae  feelings^  he  had  inaen^ly 
joined  himself  to  the  strängen  upon  tbe  qnay 
at  Harwich.  One  of  the  persona  toward  whom 
they  were  directing  their  enquirieSj  pcnnted  bim 
out^  as  he  foresaw  they  would^  saylng,  There  is 
a  servant  from  Tendring  House^  who  can  give 
you  the  füllest  information  as  to  tbe  matters 
you  are  speakmg  of.  The  strangers  questioiied 
him.  He  told  them  tbat  there  were  indeed  a 
gentleman  and  lady^  father  and  dav^bter  as  be 
believed,  who  had  come  over  from  Hdvoet- 
sluys  to  Harwich  with  his  master.  They  ataid, 
he  addedj  two  days  at  onr  bouse^  and  theo  kfk 
it^  to  proceed^  as  he  believed«  for  LoodoD»  Mr. 
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Tbornton  having  accommodated  them  witfa  hii 
owii  carriage  aa  fiur  aa  Colchester«  The  mor« 
respectable  ot  the  stranger s,  who  appeared  to 
be  the  master^  asked  Joseph  a  number  of  ques* 
tions^  partictolarly  as  to  thdr  ages^  tenditig  to 
identify  the  guests ;  and  JoBeph's  answere  ap- 
peared to  be  so  ingenuous^  and  his  Communica- 
tions attended  with  so  little  reserve^  that  he 
left  the  strangers  apparently  satisfied  with  his 
intelligence^  and  disposed  to  set  out  on  their 
route,  without  troubling  themselves  with  £ar^ 
ther  enqidries. 

AU  this  however  was  uncertain.  There 
could  be  little  doubt  that  the  individual  who 
«ostained  the  principal  part  in  the  conversation 
with  Mr.  Thomton's  servant,  was  Travers  him- 
self.  He  appeared,  when  Joseph  parted  with 
him,  to  be  resolved  to  set  out  without  delay  on 
the  road  to  London.  Joseph  loitered  near 
them  for  k  whüe ;  but  he  could  not  persist  far 
in  this^  without  giving  them  oeea^on  to  suspect 
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a  aiaiiMr  porpose,  norby  consequence  withoui 
weakeniiig  tke  credit  they  appeared  to  yidd  to 
Mb  infofrmatioii.  Might  it  not  be  thacefare^ 
tbat  they  sheired  an  incSnation  to  proceed, 
only  that  they  mightthe  more  completely  thiow 
him  ofF  bis  guard^  and  that^  wben  they  had  got 
rid  of  him^  they  might  qpproach  nearer  to  the 
houBe,  perhaps  actnally  demand  entrance,  wbere 
Mr.  Thornton*s  servant  acknowledged  the  per- 
son  they  were  in  pursuit  of  had  actually  been^ 
and  wbence  they  had  no  Information  but  bis, 
that  he  had  certainly  departed  ? 

I  was. in  consequence  more  astoonded  and 
distressed  than  relicTed  by  Joseph's  relaticm. 
I  derived  from  it  the  unwdcome  and  unlooked- 
for  intelligence  that  Travers  had  followed  me 
to  England.  I  was  indebted,  first  to  Joseph's 
curiotts  and  inquisitive  spirit,  and  next  to  bis 
activity  in  baffling  my  pursuer,  tliat  Travers 
perhaps  at  this  moment  was  not  at  the  door  of 
the  house  to  which  I  had  resorted  for  refiigt. 
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But  this  might  be  bat  a  momeDliiry  fepriere% 
From  hour  to  hour  I  might  expect  bia  aixivak 
Even  if  he  went  forward  to  ColoheBter,  he 
might  receive  intellig^ce  there^  leading  him  to 
suspect  the  good  faith  of  Joaeph's  relation,  aud 
inducing  him  to  retrace  bis  steps. 

There  was  no  appearance  however  for  thc 
present  of  these  dreaded  intruders^  and  every 
tbing  remained  tranquil.  Thomton  thanked 
Joseph  for  bis  caution  and  promptitude  in 
reply,  and  enjoined  him  not  to  mention  to  auy 
servant  in  the  house  wbat  he  had  obseired^  or 
the  conduct  be  had  adopted  towards  the  stran- 
gers ;  and  the  fellow  eamestly  promised  that 
he  would  be  secret  as  deatb.  Meanwbile  it 
became  necessary  for  me  to  bring  my  visit  to 
Thomton  to  an  abrupt  conclusion.  And^  as  it 
was  probable  that  Travers  had  taken  the  direct 
road  to  the  metropolis  by  Colchester  and 
Chehnsford^  I  judged  it  prudent  to  foUow  a 
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circoitous  route  by  Bedford  and  St.  Albans, 
entering  London  by  its  north-eastem  extre- 
mity,  as  I  supposed  him  to  have  entered  it 
directly  firom  the  east. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 


My  project^  as  I  have  said^  in  coming  to  Lon- 
don was,  whenever  it  should  be  necessary,  to 
tum  the  tables  upon  my  purBuers,  and  to  annoy 
them,  instead  of  snffering  myself  to  be  annoy- 
ed  by  them.  It  had  happened  to  me,  in  the 
mere  exuberance  of  gaiety,  when  young,  se- 
veral  times  to  have  tried  the  flexibility  of  the 
lines  of  my  countenance  and  of  my  organs  of 
Speech,  in  the  way  of  imposing  for  a  short 
time  upon  my  familiär  acquaintance,  and  caus- 
ing  them  to  mistake  me  for  an  entire  stranger. 
I  was  endowed  with  considerable  powers  of 
mimicry,  and  could  imitate  with  surprising 

« 

accuracy  the  gait  and  carriage  of  another,  so 
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Ünft  tma  tlie  fint  I  fouiid  injr»elf  in  neariy  lU 
ooes  wiwniHfal  in  these  attempts.  HaFing 
far  as  long  aa  I  thonght  proper  deluded  mj 
companiona,  or  even  my  superiora  or  my 
fatber^  in  thia  way,  the  jest  waa  uanally  termi- 
nated  by  my  abruptly  throwing  off  my  disguise; 
vlwn  the  soene  waa  wound  up  with  a  bearty 
laugh  at  tbe  deoeption,  accompanied  ynth  Ta- 
riona  complimenta  upon  the  adroitness  with 
whidi  I  had  kept  up  the  artifice. 

This  had  been  merely  the  amusement  of  my 
boyiah  years.  Äa  long  aa  the  exaberance  and 
joUity  of  youth  remained^  it  supplied^  and  per- 
haps  not  ungraoefully»  an  agreeable  Tariety  of 
i^rtfukiesa.  But  it  was  speedily  dismissed, 
and  presently  was  altogether  foigotten.  My 
diaiacter  in  matuier  years,  aa  haa  already 
suffidently  appeaied,  was  altogether  in  a  dif- 
tetent  vein.  SenaibOity  was  the  predominant 
feature  of  my  manhood,  and  this  gave  a  more 
than  common  serionsnesa  to  the  usual  train  of 
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my  thoughts  and  my  demeanour.  It  was 
bitter  necessity  only  that  at  last  brought  back 
to  my  recoUection  the  freaks^  as  I  may  say,  of 
my  childhood;  and  that,  which  I  had  never 
regarded  but  as  '^a  ribband  in  the  cap  of 
youth,"  I  now  determined  to  have  resort  to, 
and  to  try  the  experiment  at  least,  whether  it 
might  not  be  made  to  afibrd  me  '^yeoman's 
Service." 

With  the  permiasion,  and  indeed  at  the 
Suggestion  of  Thornton,  I  brought  Joseph 
with  me  to  the  metropolis.  His  fidelity  had 
been  tried,  and  was  above  all  suspidon;  and 
his  qualities,  his  prying  curiosity,  and  his  in- 
genuity  in  baffling  pursuit,  and  putting  the 
adversary  on  a  wrong  scent,  might  I  conceived 
be  of  special  service  to  me.  He  was  not  only 
quaUfied  by  his  zeal  to  protect  me;  he  could 
also,  in  case  of  need,  carry  the  war  into  the 
enemy's  territories.  He  was  besides  acquaint* 
ed  with  the  persons  of  both  my  pursuers ;  and 
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he  had  the  faappy  fiKnilty  of  iiwtamtly  «id  in- 
ftdlibly  reoogniaing  tbe  peraon  of  any  one 
whom  he  had  once  seen.  His  acoompluh- 
ments  tberefore  happily  aoeorded  with  the 
project  on  which  I  had  determined. 

Accordingly  one  of  the  fifst  cominiarion«  in 
which  I  employed  him  when  I  amved  in 
London,  waa  to  find  oat  ihe  reaidenoe  and  the 
haunta  of  TraTera.  Joseph  could  not  vdl 
conjectore,  why  I  ahoold  be  ao  desinna  of 
being  acquainted  with  the  abode  of  a  man,  aa 
to  whom  it  wottld  be  the  greateat  happineaa  to 
me,  that  he  ahould  be  removed  to  the  fartbeat 
extremity  of  the  globe.  He  however  cheer- 
fiilly  entered  upon  the  fimction  I  preacribed 
him. 

It  was  neoeaaary  to  my  aafety  and  peaoe  Üial 
my  peraon  ahould  not  only  not  be  recogniaed 
by  the  two  individnala  who  had  vowed  thcm- 
selves  to  my  deatniction,  but  that  I  ahould  be 
equally  placed  beyond  the  cogniaance  of  the 
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numenras  populaüon  of  the  metropoüs.     A 
coroner's  inquest  had  pronounced  a  verdict  of 
wilful  murder  against  me«     A  prodanmtioB 
had  been  issued  ofiering  five  hundred  ponnda 
for  my  apprehension  :  and,  in  defiance  of  these 
dangers,  I  had  now  pkced  myself,  as  it  were, 
upon  the  veiy  barrel  of  gunpowder  that  was 
prepared  to  blow  me  into  the  air.    Though, 
from  the  length  of  time  that  had  elapsed  sinee 
the  alarm  had  been  given  against  me,  the  reool- 
lection  of  my  story  and  my  crime  had  passed 
away  from  the  memory  of  the  majority,  yet  it 
must  always  be  uncertain  when  and  where  the 
exception  should  occur^    and  that  exception 
might  in  an  instant  effect  myntter  destruction. 
Beside  which,  there  is  at  all  times  a  body  of 
persons  in  London,  whose  profession  it  is  to 
trade  in  the  blood  of  their  fellow-men ;  and,  if 
it  were  once  whispered  that  I  was  within  their 
reachy  the  whole  of  this  body  would  be  imme- 
diately  set  in  motion  to  disco  ver  and  to  seize  me« 
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I  had  tl^erefore  no  aooner  «et  myself  down 
in  the  obscurest  corner  of  tbe  metn^lk,  than 
it  obviottsly  became  iucambent  upon  me  to 
provide  the  most  impenetrable  means  of  oon«* 
cealment  that  could  be  deWsed.    I  had  of  late 
worn  a  ooyeriug  of  fake  hair  on  my  bead^  of 
the  fasbion  wlüch  the  manufactarers  of  sudi 
artides    denominate    ä  la  Brutus.      I    now 
threw  aaide  this-  cx>yering,  and  cast  a  copioua 
snow  of  hair-powder  upon  the  stnbble  that 
was  to  be  found  under  it,  thus  changing  my 
bbick  crown  for  a  white  one  of  an  extra« 
ordinary  and  uneouth  appeanuice.      I  placed 
a  piece  of  a  tobacco-pipe  upon  my  gum  so 
as  to  protrude  itaelf  like  a  defonned  tooth, 
while  my  real  teeth  were  by  this  contrirance 
completdy  concealed^   The  artificial  tooth  eer- 
ved  beside  to  give  a  lisp  to  my  pronunciadon. 
With  an  extremely  fine  needlefiil  of  red  thread 
I  confined  the  end  of  my  nose,  so  as  to  shoiten 
that  feature  by  nearly  half  an  incb^  and  to  gire 
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it  the  figure  that  is  called  snab.  I  farther 
placed  a  päd  of  two  indies  thick  under  my 
coat  on  each  Shoulder,  which  served  wholly  to 
change^the  appearance  of  my  figure.  I  also 
buttoned  the  lapels  of  iny  coat  up  to  my  chin 
in  a  military  fashion.  By  a  rolimtary  act  of 
the  muscles  I  puffed  out  my  cheeka,  and 
opened  my  eyes  to  more  than  their  natural 
dimension,  AU  this  may  appear  exceedingly 
frivolous  and  insignificant  in  the  detail :  but 
the  efieet  was,  as  I  instantly  proved  in  the 
experiment,  that  my  own  daugbter^  who  had 
now  lived  for  months  with  me  alone,  did  not 
know  me.  And,  with  certain  artifices  of  speech, 
which  I  shall  presently  have  occasion  to  ex- 
plain,  I  carried  on  the  deception  for  half  an 
hour,  and  could  have  carried  it  on  as  much 
farther  as  I  pleased. 

Joseph  was  indefatigable  in  the  errand  I  gave 
him  of  finding  the  abode  of  Travers,  which  in 
no  long  time  he  discovered  in  an  hotel  towarda 
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tfae  west  end  of  the  town.  Traten  woidd 
doubtless  have  consumed  a  nmch  greater  pe- 
liod  in  finding  me,  sinoe  I  purposdy  fixed 
myself  in  an  obecare  quarter.  He  woold  bow- 
erer  probably  hare  encountered  me  at  last» 
had  it  not  been  tot  the  disgoise  that  I  now 
habituaUy  assumed.  Once  assumed,  I  daringly 
exposed  ni3^elf  in  places  of  public  resort,  8ecufe 
that  tbose  peraons  who  had  known  me  best, 
would  not  recognise  me  nnder  my  present 
figure. 

In  the  course  of  Joseph's  enquiries  he  had 
met  with  Bome  information  respecting  the  eider 
branch  of  Travers's  fomily,  who  were  in  very 
opulent  cirGumstances,  and  constantly  raided 
in  England ;  and,  according  to  bis  nsnal  mode 
of  proceeding,  he  put  together  the  particolan 
he  had  gleaned,  so  as  to  compose  from  them  a 
little  history.  When  he  had  first  told  me  of 
the  hotel  in  whicfa  Travers  was  to  be  found,  he 
next  dropped  a  word  rdatiTe  to  the  infonnation 
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ooncenüng  the  elder  braach  of  the  fionily 
whidi  had  acddentally  fallen  in  his  way«  It 
immediately  occorred  to  me  that  I  might  nudce 
something  of  this  Btory^  to  aid  me  in  the  pro- 
ject  I  had  oonceiyed  to  annoy  and  perplex  mj 
pereecutor;  and  I  therefore  urged  Joseph  to 
detail  to  me  all  the  particulars  he  had  learned, 
and  aent  him  out  again^  that  he  might  add  such 
farther  knowledge  aa  might  be  of  use  to  me  in 
the  scheme  I  meditated.  This  was  an  employ- 
ment  particularly  congenial  to  the  constitutioil 
of  my  agent ;  and  he  in  no  long  time  brought 
me  a  yolume  of  minute  information  that  I 
might  have  recourse  to  in  the  execution  of  my 
project  as  I  saw  occasion. 

Thus  fumished  with  credentials^  I  boldly 
sought  the  presence  of  him,  whom  for  more 
than  twelve  montha  I  had  above  all  the  world 
avoided.  The  first  peraon  I  enoountered,  whea 
I  went  to  enquire  for  Travers,  was  Ambrose^ 
now  his  servant^  and  who  had  formerly  been 
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mine.  I  could  see  tbat  this  yoang  man  fdt 
some  Strange  sensations  at  the  extraordioarj 
figure  I  made^  but  withont  the  slightest  sui^ 
picion  of  M^o  it  was  that  in  reallty  stood  before 
him.  The  character  I  assumed  was  that  of  an 
humourist,  puffed  up  with  the  opuknce  of  his 
meansy  who  had  lived  almost  whoUy  in  the 
country,  and  had  therefore  little  intercoime 
but  with  persons  entirely  dependent  upon 
him,  whom  he  overbore  and  dictated  to  as  he 
pleased,  and  who  feit  obliged  to  acoommodate 
themselves  to  all  his  unreasonableness  aud 
perverseness. 

I  was  presendy  shewn  in  to  the  man  I  came 
to  seek.  I  accosted  him  widi  an  air  of  seif- 
sufficiency  and  peremptoriness,  and  annonnced 
niyself  as  the  head  of  the  hoose  of  Travers  in 
England.  I  said  that  therefore,  having  heard 
of  the  arriiral  of  my  cousin,  I  had  taken  the 
earliest  opportmiity  to  call  upon  him,  and  ofier 
him  my  protection.    Trayers,  who  feit  all  the 
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impetuousness  and  independeiLt  spirit  of  a 
West  Indian^  and  dld  not  understand  that  he 
was  to  be  in  a  State  of  Subordination  to  any 
one,  was  utterljr  confounded  with  the  nature  of 
my  address.  He  several  times  attempted  to 
assert  his  equality;  but  at  every  tum  I  cut 
him  Short,  and  begged  that  he  would  consider 
my  great  condescension  in  being  wilUng  to 
patronise  him.  My  mauner  was  that  of  a 
person  totally  unaecustomed  to  listen  to  more 
than  three  words  from  any  Ups  but  his  own, 
and  endowed  with  the  highest  degree  of  self- 
conceit  and  absurdity.  At  length  Travers, 
tired  out  with  my  nonsense,  civilly  desired  me 
to  shorten  my  visit.  At  this  intimation  I 
pretended  to  take  fire,  and  asked  him  if  he 
considered  who  he  spoke  to,  and  that  I  was 
the  senior  member  of  the  house  from  which  he 
sprang.  Having  evaporated  bowever  the  first 
suggestious  of  my  rage,  I  assumed  something 
of  a  milder  tone,  and  expressed  my  forgiveness 
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of  lik  error  in  pit^  tö  the  want  of 
incideiit  to  the  habits  of  a  West-Indian  plani- 
er. Travers,  though  extranely  proroked,  did 
not  fiiil  mean  while  to  be  somewhat  — wifffff 
with  the  apparent  singolarity  of  my  notiona  and 
character,  the  like  of  which  it  had  never  been 
his  fortone  to  encounter  before. 

I  left  him  in  a  State  of  mixed  sensationB. 
It  was  no  longer  doubtfbl  that  I  had  thcmnigfa- 
I7  succeeded  in  the  deception  I  had  determined 
to  put  in  practice.    Bat  this  appeared  only  a 
precarious  and  temporary  resouroe.     And  it 
may  easily  be  imagined  in  what  firame  of  sond, 
with  a  mind  broken  down  with  sorrowa,  with 
my  prospects  in  the  world  thoronghly  Uasted, 
and  haying  the  worm  of  never-dying  remone 
for  ever  gnawing  within  me^  I  could  ponne 
this  mummery  of  personating  a  feigned  cha- 
racter,  and  pouring  out  a  stream  of  nonsense, 
which  might  answer  very  well  in  a  oomcdy, 
and  where  the  scene  was  kept  up  for  amnse- 
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ment  only,  but  which  was  little  suited  to  the 
serioiunesB  of  lifo,  and  lea^t  of  all  to  tlie 
temper  of  a  maa  beaten  dowa  by  the  stormB  of 
adversity. 

Meanwhile  I  feit  myself  compelled  to  persist. 
I  caUed  upon  Travers  again,  and  annoyed  bim 
with  a  no  less  copious  stream  of  absurdity^  the 
particulars  of  which  it  is  unneceBsary  for  me  to 
repeat.  I  met  bim  on  another  occasion  in  the 
Street«  Coming  on  him  in  this  manner  at  a 
time  when  I  least  expected  it^  I  feit  at  first  that 
twinge  which  was  to  be  looked  for^  at  the  pre- 
sence  of  the  person  in  all  the  world  the  most 
able^  and  the  most  disposed^  to  inflict  upon  me 
£eital  mischief.  Speedily  however  I  recoyered, 
and  accosted  him  with  the  old  topics^  and  in  the 
same  inexhaustible  vein  of  supreme  eelf-import- 
ance  and  condescending  patronage«  Travers 
began  to  think  that  he  should  be  for  eTe^ 
haunted  with  this  inefiable  impertinence. 

Having  thus  far  convinced  myself  of  my 
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fw  s&cettiAl  iiriiniMfctinai  mw  suiid 
JMticat  dH^pävs  ia  which  I  cfid  not 
Anlit  lo be cqaaDj fcrtaiiaSe.    BatlCdttbat 
this  wonld  be  too  dang^oos  an  eiprriinfPt. 
IViinfcdiil  as  I  was  tbat  I  ooidd  play  chanc- 
los  vcry  Hiwrimnar  to  eadi  otber  in  eqpial  per* 
fectian,  I  yct  soapected  that  amind,  aoacnle 
»  I  ndentood  tfaat  of  Traten  to  be,  wooU 
laaaik  mwffFg  dmn  all  a  Migli^  vcin^  &  sint- 
hritjof  artifice,  that  wonld  sqggcst  a  «■fyicion, 
wUdi,  oooe  set  tL-goingj  might  sei  fire  to  a 
tnin,  and  blov  all  my  fine-qpun  contrifanco 
in  tlie  air.    This  sort  of  penwinating  a  varidj 
of  chanclers^  in  the  fall  ezecution  of  which  I 
idt  oooTinoed  that  the  chanoes  wmdd  be  an 
himdied  to  one  in  my  btour,  migfat  be  ex- 
ceDent  f or  i^oity  and  when  to  be  detoded  or 
not  woold  be  a  sfigfat  qoestion.    Bot  it  was  ür 
anothcr  sort  of  considerationy  where  the  trick  to 
be  played  was  not  an  affadr  of  amnsemept,  bot 
Cor  life,  and  wfaere,  so  to  speak^  the  peifenner 
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exbibited  with  a  halter  about  his  nedk, 
one  fiilse  Step  that  he  made  would  tighten  round 
the  Organ  of  respiration,  and  so  put  an  end  to 
bis  vagaries  and  bis  bopes  for  ever. 

If  success  in  the  execution  of  my  project 
could  be  a  source  of  congratulation^  I  bad  now 
sufficient  reason  to  congratulate  myself .  I  bad 
apparently  cut  off  all  clue  to  my  persecutors^ 
by  metamorphosing  myself  into  a  totally  dif- 
ferent  sort  of  person  from  that  which  I  bad 
been,  It  was  as  if  Deloraine^  the  busband  of 
Margaret,  the  assassin  of  William,  the  man 
most  criminally  responsible  for  the  untimely 
deaths  of  bis  wife's  father  and  motber,  were 
dead  and  buried.  He  was  no  longer  a  subject 
of  question;  he  was  no  where  to  be  fbund.  I 
retained  indeed  a  consciousness  of  identity  with 
this  person.  I  knew  that  I  was  the  true  autbor 
of  these  tragedies.  But  I  possessed  this  con- 
sciousness to  myself.  There  was  but  one  other 
indiVidual  in  the  world  that  was  acquainted  with 
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my  Beeret;  and  in  that  indiyidaal  I  could  pbce 
ao  kss  mnfidenre  that  abe  would  not  fanit  a 
hair  af  mj  hcad,  tlum  in  myself • 

I  was  then^  as  a  sapeificial  observer  would 
lay,  JweifdrQaJlj  victorious  and  trinmphant.' 
Bot  I  did  not  fed  it  to  be  so.    At  wfaat  price 
vas  I  tzinmphattt }   At  the  price  of  ptitking  off 
my  mtam,  and  banishing  every  genuine  im* 
pube  of  my  sooL    I  might  think  fredy  indeed 
(amightyandGqMUDfflFeprivilege!)  whenl  was 
shut  mf  alone  in  my  doset.    I  ndght  spnad 
out  my  arms,  nse  the  gestures  whidi  my  oon- 
sdtatkm  of  mind  and  my  haUts  prompted,  and 
cmploy  the  fiuulty  of  speedi  with  unstudied 
phrasfology  and  Intonation».    There  was  be- 
ades  one  other  peraon,  with  whom  I  might  be 
myself,  and  move  and  speak  and  expreas  my 
thoof^tSy  even  as  my  own  heait  prompted  me 
to  do.    Tlraa  it  was  in  the  sequestered  seat  of 
my  kMl^ngy  and  with  no  one  but  my  daughler 
to  witneaa  "wimi  I  did.    In  this  estimate  I  do 
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not  count  Joseph^  because^  though  I  ever  found 
him  faithful,  and  though  he  was  of  immenBe 
Service  to  me,  yet  after  all,  he  was  only  a 
servant,  he  had  but  just  now  become  known  to 
me,  and  that  at  first  by  a  sort  of  accident.  I 
was  not  familiarised  to  him  5  and  even  had  it 
been  otherwise,  wbat  sort  of  unbending  of  spirit 
and  opening  of  soul  could  I  hope  for  or  expect 
with  a  person  of  his  narrow  education,  and 
limited  stock  of  ideas,  and  whose  principal 
accomplishment  lay  in  cunning,  contrivance 
and  subtlety  ? 

The  moment  I  opened  my  door,  all  this  was 
at  an  end.  When  1  presented  myself  to  the 
view  of  my  fellow-creatures,  my  Situation  was 
no  mote  eligible,  than  that  of  a  man  who  should 
bave  been  bound  band  and  foot,  and  in  that 
condition  subjected  to  their  examination.  I 
could  not  move  an  articulation  of  my  body  but 
in  correspondence  to  a  preconcerted  System.  I 
was  like  a  puppet,  all  of  whose  motions  are 
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r^ulated  by  the  wires^  Üie  stiing  of  whicb  is 
held  by  the  ooaductor  of  the  shew.  No  persoD 
who  haa  not  had  experience  of  the  Situation  in 
wfaich  I  was  plaoed^  can  unagine  its  inaufferaUe 
annpyanoes.  The  esaenoe  of  the  nature  of  man 
lies  in  the  spontaneous  obedienoe  of  bis  limbs 
and  bis  Organs  to  the  genuine  inqMiIse  of  bis 
mind.  We  move  as  free  aa  air.  Our  thougfats 
wa^der  to  the  farthest  oomers  of  the  earth; 
and  our  language^  and  our  gesturea,  and  tbe 
expression  of  our  features^  hold  an  exact  corre- 
spondence  with  the  march  of  our  thoughts. 
But  to  act  a  part  the  most  in  Opposition  lo  tbr 
true  vein  of  our  souls,  and  for  that  part  never 
to  have  an  end^  is  intolerable  beyond  the  power 
of  words  to  express.  To  have  a  watch  upon  all 
our  tnotions  and  upon  every  expression,  and  lo 
confprm  them  to  an  artificial  rule,  is  the  worst 
of  slaveries. 

To  be  subject  to  all  this  waa  surely  an  abun- 
dant  calamity.'    And  it  was  rendered  the  more 
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bitter  by  the  consideration  of  the  penalty  an* 
nexed  to  the  smallest  failure.  If  I  did  not  draw 
the  cloak  of  oonceahnent  on  all  sides  close  about 
my  person,  if  the  slightest  indication  betrayed 
itaelf  that  I  was  not  what  I  pretended  to  be^  it 
was  all  over  with  ine.  I  was  like  the  ass  in 
ifisop's  Fahles^  who  disguised  himself  in  the 
skin  of  a  lion.  At  first  he  was  trinmphant^  and 
terrified  all  the  beasts  of  the  forest  into  fli^t. 
But  the  moment  a  suspicion  intruded  that  he 
was  not  what  he  appeared  to  be^  a  total  reverse 
of  fortune  was  at  band.  If  I  relaxed  my  atten- 
tion for  an  instant^  if  any  incongruity  was  found 
in  the  part  I  attempted  to  play,  shame  and  de- 
feat  wonld  be  close  at  my  heels.  I  should  be 
detected  and  exposed.  Multitudes,  by  meaiis 
of  the  proffered  reward,  were  armed  against  me. 
I  shonld  be  dra^ged  to  chains  and  to  prison ; 
and  the  very  disguise  I  had  assumed  would  be 
used  as  an  argument  of  my  guilt,  and  would 
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doülile  the  confhaifln  and  diagraoe  th«t  wodi 
wiarivlieliii  nie. 

To  aU  tluB  mast  be  added  the  pecidiBr  cireiim« 
stanoes  under  which  a  man  playing  a  part  mnst 
be  peroeiyed  to  stand.  It  lequiies  a  oertain 
gaiety,  an  devation  of  spiiits  and  a  detennina- 
tion  of  mind,  to  go  through  a  borrowed  part- 
In  the  lort  oi  character  I  aasomed,  a  spedea  of 
awagger  was  necessary,  a  boldness  that  ahoold 
oferbear  Opposition,  an  air  of  triumphant  oon- 
oeit  and  self-snffidency.  How  was  all  this  to 
be  made  ecnnpatible  with  my  bioken  heait,  my 
blasted  name,  my  ndned  fortimes,  my  pitiless 
ezile,  and  my  prospect,  in  case  of  the  sligfatest 
miscarriage,  of  a  public  ezecution,  pursned  with 
the  curses  and  imprecations  of  my  kind  ?  No; 
I  bore  erery  where  about  with  me  a  decp  and  a 
mortal  wound.  I  did  justice  to  all  the  guilt  I 
had  contracted,  and  hated  the  memoiy  of  my- 
sdf  and  my  action.    It  was  impossible  theie- 
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fore  that  I  should  long,  and  still  less  contiim- 
ously,  personate  feelings  and  habit»  that  were 
foreign  to  my  own.  The  malice  of  the  most 
ingenious  tyrant  could  not  invent  a  punUhment 
flo  terrible. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 


Bbsibobd  by  theae  reflectioiis,  and  fnrhiwrteH 
witk  the  Biiooeaiive  effoits  I  luid  made  in 
sufltaiiiiiig  my  artjficial  chancter^  I  came 
home  oQe  day  to  my  lodfpng  and  to  Cathe- 
rine in  a  State  of  the  moat  feaifid  deapeiath». 
I  had  paaaed  throu{^  a  aeries  of  agooiea^  eacfa 
one  more  inaupportable  than  the  agony  thai 
had  gone  before;  but  thia  last  finished  the 
buaine^a.  I  ahut  the  door  of  onr  ^Mfftment, 
and  tarnfd  the  key  in  the  lock.  I  diaentangkd 
myaelf  with  impatience  fiom  the  difiRerent  arti- 
clea  of  my  diaguiae.  This  waa  quickly  effected. 
I  aeated  myaelf  in  my  chair^  and  made  Catherine 
ait  in  front  of  me.    The  poor  girl  aaw  that  a 
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more  than  human  thought  was  working  within 
me;  and  she  trembled.  She  was  accustomed 
to  witness  the  horrors  of  my  spirit  amidst  the 
ceasdess  trials  that  beset  me;  but^  after  all  she 
had  seen^  her  soul  confessed  something  more 
terrible  in  the  present  Situation. 

Catherine,  I  said,  I  have  come  to  an  un- 
alterable  determination.  I  have  gone  thiough 
enough;  I  have  tried  experiments  more  than 
enough.  I  have  fled  from  city  to  dty,  and 
from  country  to  country.  I  have  hid  myself  in 
places  solitary,  almost  inaccessible.  I  have 
watcbed  by  day;  sleep  by  night  has  fled  from 
my  eyes.  I  have  seen  in  every  bush  an  adver- 
sary;  every  sound  has  penetrated  my  soul,  as 
if  it  were  the  harbinger  of  a  final  conflict.  To 
all  things  there  is  a  limit.  What  is  the  value 
of  Ufe  on  these  conditions  ?  At  best  existence 
is  but  a  questionable  gift.  Many  men  have 
found  it  an  insupportable  load,  even  though 
surrounded  apparently  with  Uessings.    They 
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liav^  dkcoyerad  in  it  a  tedicmsneM  tod  a  aeoet 
agony,  when  fortane  seemed  nuMt  to  amilt  vfm 
theiii.  And  shall  I  hemtate  to  tlirow  off  the 
load? 

I  have  bome  it  fer  you^  my  Catherine,  wlm 
otherwise  I  would  suiely  long  ago  have  gmn 
up  the  eonteet,  and  delivered  mysdf  to  my 
enemies.  But  even  generoaity  and  adf-dcnial 
have  their  Umits;  and  I  can  endoie  the  con- 
tention  no  kmger.  For  yottr  sake  I  have  8id>- 
ndtted  to  Um  last  experiment.  I  have  retunied 
to  my  country;  I  bave  endeavonred  to  tarn  the 
tables  on  my  adversaries ;  I  have  undertaben  to 
disguise  my  person,  my  carriage,  my  modes  of 
speaking,  and  my  language^  with  the  moat  cod- 
amnmate  art.  I  have  aucoeeded ;  and  auccess 
has  been  to  me  the  most  insti^portaUe  mis- 
fortune.  Oh,  how  I  long  for  the  time  when  I 
shall  no  longer  have  a  part  to  play,  a  feigned 
character  to  sustain !  How  I  long  for  the  tune 
when  hope  and  fear  shall  be  no  more,  and  I  shall 
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know  the  wonit  at  once !  Despair  seems  lo  me 
the  sBOBt  eaTiaible  of  UesMoga«  I  will  hug  it 
to  my  heart^  and  be  at  rett« 

I  have  chosen  my  part  tbertfbre^  and  have 
only  to  intreat  that  you  will  give  way  to  me, 
and  not  oppose.  I  will  not*  allow  to  my  ad- 
veraaries  the  glory  of  surprisii^  and  oapturing 
me.  I  will  triumph  to  the  last«  I  will  sur- 
render; but,  in  surrendering,  I  will  shewthat 
I  surrender  only  becanse  I  please.  I  will  re- 
place  the  articles  of  my  disguise  for  the  last 
time.  I  will  präsent  myself  to  the  proper 
magistrale;  and  removing  one  by  one  before 
him  these  shreds  and  fripperies  of  concealment, 
will  shew  myself  as  I  am^  and  teil  him  who  I  am. 

I  could  not  reooncile  myself  to  the  taking  this 
last  and  decisive  step,  without  fairly  apprising 
you  of  my  intention.  I  owe  you  more  than  ever 
one  human  creature  owed  to  another.  Your 
fiuthful  attendance  <m  me  through  all  my  cala* 
mities^  your  bearing  with  my  terrors  and  my 


276  imiiORAlNB;  CH. 

knpatleiiee^  yoor  ranender  of  IJI  the  daru 
md  alluremento  ilmt  the  world  hdd  out  to 
tempt  youy  and  becamkig  the  moBt  wretched  of 
fugplives  fcNT  my^sake,  constitute  an  aocBmuk- 
tion4>f  merits^  which^  if  erer  the  starj  could  be 
told  to  fiititfe  ages^  the  world  woold  agiee  to 
regard  aa  the  moat  incredible  at  fictions. 

I  know  that  the  purpose  which  I  now  an- 
noünce  will  sound  tenible  in  your  ears.  Tou 
will  have  much  to  go  througfa.  Woold  to  God 
I  could  r^eve  you  from  the  impaiding  distress ! 
But  I  cannot.  I  have  conunitted  ihe  crime, 
and  must  sustain  the  punishment.  It  ia  your 
miserable  fate  to  be  my  daugbter,  and  you  must 
submit  to  it.  All  I  can  recommend  is,  that  yoa 
should  arm  yourself  with  patience. 

The  determination  to  which  I  have  come^  maj 
seem  to  bear  on  you  with  particular  hardship. 
But,  carefully  weigfaed,  and  oompared  with  anj 
other  plan  I  could  adopt,  it  is  the  mfldeat  and 
most  beneficent.    I  take  from  you  an  insupport* 
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aUe  burthen.  I  remove  a  biack  and  pestüentiai 
atmosphere^  that  snffocates  your  energisft,  that 
poiaona  your  enjoyinents,  and  that  will  render 
every  day,  so  long  aa  I  live,  hopeless  and  odions 
to  you.  You  innst  pass  through  a  severe  trial; 
but  it  will  be  short.  You  will  become  seif» 
centred  and  independent.  You  will  be  valued 
every  day  for  yourself,  and  I  shall  be  more  and 
more  forgotten.  Men  will  at  first  reniember 
that  you  bad  a  dishonourable  father;  but  that 
wül  by  sensible  degrees  pass  out  of  their  minds. 
Your  excelience  and  your  virtues,  whicb  will 
shine  the  more,  the  less  there  is  of  an  antagonist 
cloud  to  obscure  them,  will  eni^age  all  men's 
attention,  and  put  every  thing  of  a  contrary 
nature  into  speedy  oblivion.  Even  my  fatal 
error,  which  had  nothing  in  it  of  what  is  base, 
sordid,  or  of  deep  aiid  engrained  malignity,  will 
be  in  some  degree  excosed,  when  I  shall  have 
suffered  the  penalty,  and  passed  off  the  stage; 
and  men  will  drop  a  tear  of  pity  for  the  cruelty 
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property  in  diief  to  aabtlier.  And  that  shaU 
be  Seen  to.  Though  your  father  ahaU  foifeit  his 
life.to  the  laws  of  his  country,  you  shall  never 
become  a  be^^r.  I  will  go  this  instant^  and 
cx)ncert  witb  my  solicitor  on  that  point. 

I  thus  disburthened  ihy  spirit  with  an  energy 
and  ek>quence  that  would  not  be  restrained; 
and  Catherine  sat  with  mute  astonishment, 
and  liatened  to  me.  Bat,  though  she  did  not 
interrupt  me  with  an  articulate  sound^  it  was 
piain  that  she  passed  through  a  series  of  un- 
speakable  emotions.  She  clenched  her  hands^ 
and  Strang  with  semivoluntary  energy  eFery 
fibre  of  her  frame.  At  one  moment  she  pressed 
her  Ups  together  with  resolution  and  firmness; 
and  at  another  they  were  convulsed  with  agony. 
She  fixed  her  eyes  upon  me  anon  with  inexpres- 
sible  wonder;  and  anon  the  big  tears  roUed  un- 
heeded  over  cheeks  of  more  than  mortal  pale- 
ness.     I  ended;  and  she  apoke. 

Oh,  my  father,  she  said,  did  I  ever  think  it 
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woold  come  to  Um  ?  I  bave  botne  for  yoo,  at 
yoa  say^  more  perhaps  than  ever  dau^ter  bore 
for  a  fiather.  Bat  m  all  there  waa  bope.  I 
endured^  becaase  I  looked  for  a  reward.  I 
Htruggledy  because  I  anticipated  avictoiy^  or  at 
least  an  escape  from  peiil,  imminent  and  mataat. 
Uncertsdnty  was  the  cordial  that  supported  my 
spirits;  and^  as  long  as  there  was  uncertainty, 
I  obetinately  believed  in  good.  It  waa  for  a 
father  I  exerted  myself ;  and  whatwould  I  not 
have  done  for  auch  a  father?  My  energiea  were 
more  than  mortal;  I  was  omnipotent;  nothing 
could  subdue  my  strength;  nothing  conld  ex- 
tinguish  my  persererance. 

And  now  you  come  to  teil  me,  that  aU  this 
is  over,  and  that  you  will  voluntarily  put  a 
close  on  the  scene  in  the  most  tragical  manner. 
Have  you  the  heart  to  do  it  ? 

And  with  this  announcement  of  your  purpose 
you  coldly  teil  me,  that  all  this  will  ulttmatdy 
work  for  my  benefit^  that^  wfaen  you  have  pe-> 
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rivhed,  and  so  perished,  I  shall  be  happy^  shall 
recover  mj  cheerfulness  and  eqiianimity^  shall 
become  an  omament  to  Society^  be  hailed  with 
the  esteem  and  cordial  good  wishes  of  aU^  and 
be  placed  in  a  scene  of  the  most  enviable  pro- 
sperity. 

I  teil  yoUf  sir,  that  I  shall  never  pass  the 
line,  whichj  once  passed,  is  to  confer  all  this 
happiness.  It  is  very  well  to  talk  this.  But 
to  see  the  triumph  of  your  enemies^  to  see  yon 
dragged  to  prison  and  to  judgment^  to  count 
the  hours  that  you  shall  pass  in  your  lonely 
cell^  to  hear  that  you  are  brought  out  before 
the  eyes  of  multitudes  for  trial  and  execution— 
N6 ;  I  thank  my  6od^  I  shall  never  witness  all 
this ;  death  will  have  laid  his  grasp  on  me  long 
before.  I  could  have  exerted  myself  for  you 
for  ever ;  but  passively  to  behold  the  worst,  of 
this  I  am  incapable. 

Why  did  I  devote  myself  for  you,  why  did  I 
count  all  I  could  do  for  you  as  nothing,  and  re- 
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endured.  I  ask  of  you  one  thing,  a  small  thing^ 
and  that  I  feel  you  will  not  deny  me,  Grant 
me  only  tili  this  time  to-morrow.  Suspend  the 
execution  of  your  purpose  for  so  long*  Do  not 
aak  me  what  it  is  I  will  do.  For  that  time 
grant  me  your  unlimited  confidence.  I  think 
I  have  done  enough  to  merit  this  concession. 

Much  as  I  had  witnessed  of  the  excellences 
of  Catherine,  I  own  she  astonished  me  now. 
I  yielded.  How  could  I  do  otherwise  ?  I,  who 
had  endured  for  so  long  a  timre,  might  well  en- 
dur6  for  this  additional  period.  It  was  indeed 
a  critical  moment  for  my  daughter.  I  antici- 
pated  that  she  would  not  give  way  to  a  vulgär 
and  common-place  weakness.  I  believed  that 
she  would  display  a  real  greatness  on  the  occa- 
sion  ;  but  in  what  kind  I  knew  not. 

Catherine  attired  herseif  gracefully  in  a  garb 
of  sober  grey*  Her  garments  were  all  of  one 
colour,  and  feil  in  folds  to  her  feet.  Her  head* 
dress  was  also  of  grey,  and  descended  nearly  to 
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was  spread  between  me  and  the  approadiing 
future^  which  I  could  not^  and  which  I  wanted 
the  boldnesa  to  endeavour  to  lock  through. 
Butj  though  I  feit  awed^  I  was  neverthelesa 
destitute  of  hope :  and  no  sooner  had  Catherine 
left  me^  than  I  called  up  in  order  the  steps  I 
had  announced  iny  determination  to  take^  and 
the  results  to  which  they  might  be  expected  to 
lead. 

.  I  revolved  with  horror  and  commiseration 
all  that  Catherine  had  told  me — ^that  it  was 
impossible  for  her  to  survive  the  execution  of 
my  purpose.  I  knew  that  ehe  was  not  a  person 
to  say  this  lightly,  or  to  utter  an  empty  threat 
for  the  mere  purpose  of  deterring  me  from 
what  I  meditated.  Yet  I  entertained  a  hope 
that  the  issue  would  not  be  thus  tragical.  I 
harboured  a  faith  in  the  strength  and  elasticity 
of  youth,  to  recover  from  what  seemed  to  be 
desperate,  to  clothe  itself  afresh  with  the  sinews 
of  energy,  and  to  break  oat,  even  like  the  glo- 
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lypnmcbed  Um,  was  oome  on  no  trivial  emoid. 
Sfae  shut  the  door ;  and  Travers  and  sbe  were 
alone. 

I  am  the  daughter  of  Deloraine,  she  said,  of 
the  man  to  whom  you  have  vowed  immortal 
hatred,  and  whom  for  many  months  you  have 
hunted,  with  the  determination  to  bring  upon 
him  the  death  of  a  murderer.  You  have  given 
yourself  up  to  this  single  pursuit.  Tou  have 
thought  that  you  had  no  other  business  or  de- 
Bign  in  life,  tili  the  vengeance  for  the  unmerit- 
ed  fate  of  your  friend  had  been  complötely 
executed. 

I  have  come  to  you  with  the  füll  knöwledge 
of  thiB,  with  the  perfect  consciousness  that  you 
feel  your  resolution  to  be  as  unremovable  as 
the  pillara  of  the  creation.  Yet  I  have  come 
with  the  persuasion  that  you  are  a  man,  acces» 
siUe  to  human  feeUngs,  the  pleas  of  justice, 
and  that  you  have  bowels  of  clemency  and 
mercy,    It  is  scarcely  a  feminine  office  that  I 
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have  underUken ;  but,  iirged  by  the  holkst  of 
eartfaly  duties,  and  strong  in  the  principks  of 
eternal  trath^  I  have  not  hesitated.  Why  I 
undertook  tUs  no  sooner,  I  can  icaicely  telL 
It  18  only  drcomstances  of  irresistiUe  energy^ 
that  call  np  all  the  Springs  of  the  famnan  mind, 
and  cause  us  to  see  things  apart  £rom  the  hazy 
atmosphere  which  is  the  ordinary  dwdlmg- 
place  of  mortals^  and  in  the  transparency  that 
is  the  prerogative  of  a  divine  natnre. 

*  What  is  it  my  &ther  has  done  ?  He  married 
a  woman,  whom  he  and  every  one  believed  to 
have  been  freed  by  death  from  all  fonner  ties. 
He  entered  mtfa  her  into  the  most  sacred  of 
human  bonds^  that  from  whidi  all  the  other 
relations  of  society  take  their  source.  He 
fomid  her  poor ;  he  was  himself  rieh.  He  took 
her  according to  God's ordinands,  ''tofove  and 
to  cherish,  tili  death  should  divide  tbon."  He 
engaged  himself  to  her  in  conjngal  daty;  he 
*^  endowed  her  with  his  worldly  posaesakxis." 
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Margaret,  appeared  the  most  amiable  and  foult-  . 
kss  of  women.     She  amply  disdiarged  the 
Offices  of  her  Station ;  she  seemed  to  live  only 
that  she  might  anticipate  his  desires,  and  watch 
for  his  comfort. 

Then  came  the  trial.  The  grave,  so  to  ex- 
presB  myself^  opened^  and  yielded  up  its  dead. 
No  one  perhaps  was  to  be  Mamed  in  this. 
William  had  been  seen  by  several  apparently 
to  perish  in  the  tempestuouß  sea.  No  one  sus- 
pected^  imagined^  that  he  had  survived  this  ca- 
tastrophe.  If  he  had^  would  he  not  have  been 
heard  of  ?  Not  days  and  months  only,  but  year 
after  year  had  elapsed,  and  all  was  deep  and 
unbroken  silence. 

This  however  was  fallacious :  William  lived. 
If  death  had  in  it  no  certainty,  if  those  who 
perished  could  rise  again,  ^'with  twenty  mortal 
murders  on  their  crowns>''  what  hayock  would 
this  make  in  the  scene  of  human  life !  It  is 
no  matter  how  loved,  how  valued  once,  were 
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^uifeK  W2a  larc  i^jiaLa  co  cvc, — mith  wliat  dccp 
s&L  ^iCKft-teakizc  hirntifinn,  thcir 
Ä^ureii:  ^  si  c>e  conditijD  of  hmnan 
äe  nlatBt  ^skZ.  ^mewthaa  sfaoold  knoir 

lau  "^nsL  s&  oxEiectfcce»  aad  a&in,  iis  dianges 
joit  saxessaiiL  dc  prspetTy  its  cootracts  and 
eio^ienisicsh.  ^rträf  so  an  in  nerer  intezrapU 
at  snnnssim..  AaiL  i£  tiat  cead  xbaX  Vfae  ooop 
:ninsC  aivoL  ccixjd  Tcpacss  tbe  boondarj  that 
^»iinUfiS  xaüsi  frcm  tbe  firiri^^  thcre  wwüd  no 
oni^^sr  he  rAroL  i:r  tiion  fcond  in  the  com- 

W^u. :  t^i:^  c^rmc  v^-h  in  tbe  nsual  tratn  of 
jfiTTTiiff  asL»  ^JippCBS  Xo  aoaty  hafpeaed  to 
3iy  5>ca>!r.  FruoBi  tke  bo«r  thai  he  leoeired 
^3^  )äb.niii»£2ä[  citfi^vfflence  that  Wüliani  lived, 
3^  luf  ccaess«  aü  tranquiilitT  was  ai  an  oid 
iuA.  Ue  «^  lo  keq>  this^  oooe  mnch 
;d.  BicT  baleful  and  peace-deslniying  in- 
tkfiIi;£^DCV  t^n  his  wile,  nol  Cor  lys  ovn  sake 
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only,  but  for  hers :  for  what  would  she  beoome 
with  this  double  claim  upon  her,  on  the  one 
side  consecrated  with  all  the  ceremonies  that 
mankind  in  their  care  for  the  general  welfare 
have  invented,  on  the  other  with  the  endear- 
mentä  of  a  first  love,  and  the  fondness  that  no 
subsequent  occurrences  and  fortunes  eould  ob- 
literate  ?  All  happiness  and  tranquiUity  were 
at  an  end  with  my  father.  Every  rising  and 
setting  sun  might  bring  the  iiews  that  should 
baffle  bis  wisest  precautions. 

After  the  eompulsory  absence  of  a  day  and 
a  night  Deloraine  retumed  to  bis  own  habita- 
tion.  The  first  spectacle  that  presented  itself 
to  bis  sight,  was  William  and  Margaret  seated 
together  on  the  turf  on  the  outside  of  the  wall 
of  his  garden.  Here  theu  was  an  end  at  once 
to  that  secret  to  which  he  looked  for  salvation. 
But  it  was  worse  than  this.  Their  attitudes, 
the  disposition  of  every  part  of  the  body, 
shewed,  that  affection,  a  mutual,  entire  melting 
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td  aarof  theslrii^tfaat  twinedieiii- 
sif«s  ramai  tbe  famnan  heart.  It  oomes  with 
3bs  acdes,  and  «tsghs  erer^  thing  to  tfae  paiti- 
of  a  bair.  It  comes  with  its  measiires, 
tifas  acoooDd  of  roodSy  and  yards,  and 
cl  spnoe^  and  icdc«Mis  hoars,  and  qnar» 
tos  of  Mk  boQTy  and  rnmotes,  and  seconds  of 
t^wi#>_  Ai^  H  findi  in  the  piesent  case  the  re- 
qured  snm  of  spaoe  and  time,  and  pronouncea 
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a  crime  of  malice  prepenae,  and  a  verdict 
of  wilful  murder.  It  hurries  the  actor  ther&- 
fore  to  an  ig^ominious  deathw — ^Bttt  I  speak  to 
a  man,  who  has  not  by  long  poring  on  prece* 
dents  and  cases  purged  himaelf  of  all  sentiments 
of  hmnanity,  to  a  West  Indian,  who  bas  quick 
pulses  beating  in  bis  beart,  a  ^'soul  made  of 
fire,  an  o&pring  of  tbe  saaJ' 

I  know  how  bard  was  tbe  case  of  William, 
bow  infinite  bis  suiFeringa,  bow  unparalleled 
bis  merits.  I  know  tbe  perfect  friendsbip  tbat 
subsisted  between  you  and  bim,  and  tbe  grounds 
of  tbat  friendsbip.  I  do  not  wonder  at  tbe 
sbarpness  witb  wbicb  you  feit  bis  destmction, 
or  at  tbe  eagerness  witb  wbicb  you  pursued  its 
revenge.  But  William  suffers  no  more»  He 
is  bi^py  in  this,  that  be  is  cut  off  from  tbe 
evil  to  come.  He  bas  no  consciousness  of 
your  revenge;  and,  if  be  bad,  sucb  was  tbe 
placidness  and  pbilantbropy  of  bis  nature,  be 
would  bave  no  pleaaure  in  it.    Tbe  dead,  Wil- 
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IbvgiRt,  aod  her  parents,  are  all  dead. 


knowledge  in  the  gfave."    Its  tenants  are 
of  an  that  we  do,  aad  reap  no 
bcDcit  from  anjr  thiog  we  may  achiere. 

Suficr  me  theo,  thoa  tnie  frieod,  iiis{Mrcd 
widi  ao  decp  a  feding  ai  injuries  and  benefits, 
to  call  off  thv  aUenüon  from  them,  and  to  tun 
it  OQ  the  persoos  who  live,  and  who  are  largdy 
c^aMe  of  jojr  and  of  agmiy.  Deloraine,  how- 
cvcr  nnibitanate  in  the  offience  he  bas  conimit- 
ttdy  has  not  deserred  the  retribation  y oa  seA. 
He  has  no  felonioiis  qoalities.  He  ia  neither 
profligate  nor  malicions,  Thoogh  he  shed  the 
blood  of  William^  he  did  not  imbnie  his  hasds 
in  guiH.  He  has  oontracted  no  moral  defile* 
ment«  He  oonld  not  &il  to  be  suffidently 
unhi^y  in  the  meniory  of  the  wide-spreading 
and  tragical  consequences  of  the  act  into  which 
he  was  horried.  What  necesaity  was  there, 
that  you  shoold  bunt  bim  from  pkce  to  phce 
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and  from  country  to  country  ?    Why  should 

jaaevct  faave  degraded  your  noble  and  gene- 

roua  nature  by  the  vilest  of  all  ofBces^  that  of 

a  bunter  of  human  blood  ?    Ohy  my  father^ 

can  it  be,  that  without  profligacy  and  without 

malice,   you  were  destined   to   disgrace   the 

illustrious  line  of  your  ancestors  by  a  death 

that  18  only  due  to  the  vilest  of  malefactors  ? 

Oh,  let  U8  not  always  expend  our  cares  upon 

the  inipasBive  and  unconscious  dead;  but  let 

U8  leam  to  feel  also  for  those  that  live,  that 

live  through  every  line  and  fibre  of  their  frames, 

whose  sinewB  may  be  stretched  with  agony, 

whose  souls  may  be  tom   with   tormenting 

▼isions,  who  may  count  the  minutes  of  nights 

bitter  and  sleepless,  and  suffer  things  that  no 

words  can  adequately  describe !    What  are  we, 

that  we  should  studiously  engage  ourselves  in 

the  infliction  of  misery,  and  derive  a  chosen 

delight  from  the  perpetration  of  mortal  ago- 

nies  ? 

o5 
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Of  myself  I  will  not  speak.  I  at  leut  am 
innocent.  Ton  have  not  in  all  your  leaentment 
imputed  blame  to  me.  Tet  I  am  to  have  my 
füll  ahaie  of  suffering.  I  have  devoted  myself 
f or  my  father.  Could  I  act  otherwise  ?  Shonld 
I  not  have  been  unworthy  the  name  of  a  dangb» 
ter^  if  I  had  not  resolved  to  do  all  in  my  power 
to  alleviate  his  calamities?  But  I  have  had, 
and  shall  have  an  ample  poition  in  the  sofler- 
ings  ]rou  aie  so  eamest  to  inflict.  My  youlh, 
my  innocence  will  be  no  protection  to  me. 
And  now  I  have  left  my  father  with  a  protes- 
tation  tbat,  if  he  dies,  I  will  not,  cannot  snrvive. 
Wom  out  with  sorrows  and  persecation,  he 
has  this  moming  come  to  the  resolve,  tbat  he 
will  put  au  end  to  his  griefs,  and  surrender 
himself  to  the  law.  I  have  therefore  just  left 
him,  that  I  first  might  try  whether  you  are 
made  of  penetrable  stuff,  and  whether  the 
truth,  poured  from  the  soul  of  one  who  Stands 
on  the  brink  of  perdition,  will  move  you.    I 
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and  my  fiather  abide  yoixr  answer.    Our  life 
or  death  is  suspended  on  your  wUL 

Trayera  was  melted  with  the  fervent  expos- 
tulation  of  Catherine.  Could  it  be  otherwise  ? 
She  stood  before  bim  in  all  the  radiance  of 
youth  and  beauty.  Her  gestures  and  her 
Speech  displayed  the  utmost  refinement  of 
sense  and  education.  She  came  instinct  with 
the  holiest  of  causes,  that  of  a  father ;  pleading 
for  bis  existence,  to  preserve  bim  from  a  death^ 
not  less  unmerited  in  her  conception,  than 
ignominious.  Every  syllable  she  uttered  was 
pregnant  with  truth^  with  virtue  and  conviction. 
There  is  much  also  in  an  enlightened  conii- 
dence.  Catherine  feit  that  she  could  not  be 
repelled,  and  that  she  would  succeed.  She 
poured  forth  with  impetuosity  the  stream  of 
divine  eloquence ;  and  it  was  not  in  mortal  to 
interrupt  her. 

Travers  saw  truth  in  her  own  "  shape  how 
lovely.'^     He  saw ;   and  every  avenue  of  bis 
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bjr  nedhadoos  of  injniTY  umI  tfae  dtenjüog  his 
dayv  and  nig^hts  to  the  unwoithy  object  of 
inintii^  a  fpUow-creature  to  destnctioo.  Yronk 
faeoceforth  he  became  all  that  was  most  hoMNu^ 
able  in  a  mau  ;  and  I  crould  rraord  an  Imndred 
instances,  if  tfaat  were  to  the  purpoae  of  my 
Story,  of  his  unbeard-of  beneficence,  and  his 
Coming  like  an  angel  firom  heaTen  to  scalter 
blessings  around  him.  His  life  resembled  that 
of  the  Roman  emperor  who  oonnted  every  day 
as  lost,  that  was  not  marked  with  some  good 
deed,  and  did  not  rescue  some  human  Creatore 
firom  misfoTtiine. 

I  prepared  to  meet  Catherine,  when  she 
ivtarned  from  her  short  absence,  with  solemn 
and  moumful  anticipations.  What  was  the 
purpose  that  she  had  had  in  view,  was  a  mystery 
to  me.  I  yielded,  for  I  could  not  ayoid  yield- 
ing,  to  her  request  for  a  brief  Suspension  of 
my  design.  But  I  was  without  hope.  After  a 
grave  deliberation  on  the  position  in  whidi  I 
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stood^  I  detemiiiied  to  surrcDder  mytelf.  I 
icgivded  therrfore  Ihe  soene  of  my  nuntal  cz* 
btence  as  ekmoi.  The  fomis  weie  still  to  be 
pniHed  thiough :  my  appearaaoe  before  a  jdbt 
gistrate^  my  examination,  my  bdng  oommitted 
for  a  due  iieaaon  to  prisoiiy  my  trial.  I  coidd 
well  haye  dispenaed  with  tbese ;  and  have  pro- 
oeeded  at  cmce  to  the  last,  degrading,  agcHiisiiig 
sceae,  with  which  a  culprit,  condemned  by  tbe 
law,  terminatea  his  mortal  ezistenoe. 

Meanwfaile  I  was  not  a  little  surpriaed  at 
the  speed  of  the  retum  of  Catherine.  The 
Steps  with  which  she  hastened  from  the  car- 
riage,  and  ascended  the  staircaae,  weie  not 
those  of  a  person  laden  with  fiital  tidings« 
She  ran ;  she  flew ;  she  threw  herseif  into  my 
arms.  She  sobbed  on  my  bosom.  But  her 
sobs,  though  they  testified  the  perturbation  of 
her  mind,  were  not  those  of  an  overwhehning 
grief,  but  spoke  of  gratulation  and  joy. 

My  father,  she  said,  as  soon  as  she  reoover- 
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ed  the  facalty  of  articulate  Speech^  yoa  are  free. 
Travers  is  our  friend.  I  hare  eeen  him ;  aod 
he  dismisses  all  thought  of  annoyhig  you. 
Oh,  vrhy  have  not  human  creatareB  a  confi- 
dence  in  the  foree  of  tnith  and  justice  ?  Why 
do  they  not  believe  that  there  is  a  power  in 
these,  which,  addressed  to  an  ingenuous  spirit, 
cannot  faü  to  overcome  every  obstacle  ?  You 
are  free.  No  more  of  uneasiness ;  no  more  of 
frightful  apprehension  and  terror.  We  shall 
enjoy  each  other'a  sodety,  and  communicate 
our  thoughts  and  our  feelings  once  more,  with* 
out  fear  of  intermption.  One  day  of  peace 
and  security  shall  succeed  to  another,  tili  at 
length,  if  such  is  the  will  of  Heaven,  in  a  ve- 
nerable  age,  overshadowed,  and  cut  off  from 
many  of  the  sweetest  pleasures  of  life,  unam- 
bitious,  but  resigned,  I  shall  close  your  eyes, 
and  commit  you  to  the  tomb. 

At  length  she  related  to  me  all  that  had 
passed  in  the  interview  upon  which  she  had  so 
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interposition  of  my  daughter*  I  knew  that 
Thomton  piirposed  to  pass  over  again  into 
Holland,  and  finally  to-  settle  himself  on  the 
eetate  which  had  descended  to  him  in  that 
country.  Catherine  and  myself  presently  took 
our  departure,  and  repaired  to  his  house  at 
Tendring.  He  was  delighted  to  receive  ns. 
He  had  conceived  the  deepest  interest  in  me 
from  the  time  he  had  attended  me  for  one 
month  in  the  recovery  from  my  typhus^  and  by 
his  assiduities  had  so  materially  contributed  to 
the  restoration  of  my  health.  Between  hün 
and  Catherine  there  rose  a  softer  passion.  He 
admired  in  her  the  invincible  filial  affection 
with  which  she  had  followed  me  in  all  my 
misfortunes  and  disgrace ;  and  he  adored  her 
for  the  boldness  of  undertaking^  and  the  more 
than  human  eloquence^  with  which  she  had 
finally  subdued  and  disarmed  my  seemingly 
inveterate  persecutor.  They  married.  Cathe- 
rine was   the  illustrious  personage  that  gave 
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radianoe  to  the  acene  of  onr  domestic  life;  tax 
we  all  lived  together.    But  Thomton  and  my- 
seif  fdt  no  uneaainess  at  her  superioiity.    We 
weie  aatisfied  tfaat  every  thing  was  in  ita  dne 
oider^  and  willingly  submitted  oursdves  to  her 
benignant  away.    For  myself  I  feit  that  my 
career  was  ended,  and  that  I  had  nothing  to  do 
bat  to  wait  for  the  angel  whoae  stroke  was 
finally  to  relieve  me  from  sublunary  caies.    I 
had  suffered  a  grievous  calamity  in  my  secood 
marriage  and  its  issue.    I  was  in  obscurity  and 
in  exile;  but  I  was  calm,  and  eqaally  free  from 
the  pertorbations  of  both  hope  and  fear. 
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CONCLUSION. 


It  remains  for  me  tx)  finish  my  tale.  Ca- 
therine, tbe  exemplary  Catherine^  vainly  ima- 
gined  that  in  freeing  me  from  the  terrors  of 
legal  retribution  she  would  restore  me  to  tran- 
quillity.  It  was  no  such  thing.  Conscience  is 
too  true  a  monitor,  to  suffer  her  dictates  to  be 
baffled.  I  had  done  that,  I  had  contracted  such 
a  guilt,  as  all  the  waters  of  the  ocean  could  never 
wash  away.  In  the  actual  experiment  I  think 
I  may  say^  that  my  being  driven  from  country 
to  country,  kept  in  a  State  of  etemal  alarm^  and 
not  knowing  a  moment  that  I  could  call  my 
own^  was  a  relief  to  me.  It  gave  me  occupa- 
tion,  and  called  on  me  for  incessant  activity. 
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Even  when  I  put  on  the  most  studied  disguise, 
when  I  moulded  every  motion  of  my  body,  and 
every  intonation  of  my  voice,  to  a  feigned  and 
unnatural  strain,  this  still  gave  me  something 
to  do,  and  kept  my  attention  on  the  Stretch.  I 
had  now  one  unvaried  holiday  for  anguish  and 
remorse. 

It  was  a  bitter  aggravation  of  my  lot,  that  I 
Jiad  passed  so  great  a  portion  of  my  life  in 
inuocence.  I  was  like  what  has  been  fiibled  of 
the  ermine^  whose  fair  and  snow- white  für  is 
all  its  joy,  and  who,  if  one  spot  or  discolour- 
ation  comes  upon  it,  pines  away  and  dies.  Bot 
with  me  it  was  not  a  spot.  My  hue,  which  had 
been  für  '^  as  monumental  alabaster,"  was 
chaoged  at  once  into  the  colour  of  blackest 
night.  I  had  not  graduaUy  subsided  into 
wickedness.  One  moment  overwhelmed,  and 
blasted  me  for  ever;  one  instantes  guUt  had 
sunk  me  to  the  lowest  pit  of  helL  For  me 
there  was  no  retreat  nor  retuni  on  my  steps. 
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I  had  not  meditated  the  crime  I  comxnitted ; 
the  same  instant  saw  it  conceived  and  executed. 
But  there  it  stood  complete  and  finished  to  ever-. 
lasting  ages.  William  lay  before  me  a  corpae, 
slain  by  my  band.  Margaret  was  lifelessj  the 
consequence  of  my  act.  Of  what  avail  were 
tears  or  repentance?  Nothing  could  restore 
them.  Generation  after  generation  of  mankind 
can  never  in  my  opinion  produce  their  like,  two 
beings  so  innocent,  so  guileless^  so  irresistibly 
lovely. 

It  may  be  said,  that  the  band  of  fate  had 
passed  over  them,  that  they  were  reduced  to  a 
condition  which  uo  longer  admitted  of  trän- 
quillity  and  happiness.  What  mattered  that  ? 
Small  blame  feil  to  the  share  of  any  in  pro- 
ducing  this  unfortunate  condition.  But  what 
right  had  I  to  obtrude  my  unliallowed  violence? 
I  should  have  left  them  in  the  hands  of  that  in*, 
scrutable  Power,  which  often  disposes  of  things 
in  a  manner  very  wide  of  our  expectations,  and 
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often  with  lenient  band  softeDS  to  us  its  appa- 
rently  harsh  decrees.    They  coold  scarody  hs?e 
üüled  to  be  unfortunate.    But  the  calamity  that 
reaches  us  by  no  mortal  hand^  we  aie  usually 
prepared  to  sustain  with  resignatioa.    Hey 
might  each  of  them  bave  beea  useful,  if  not 
happy .   They  mi^t  each  have  beea  eKemplaiy, 
— examples  of  edifying,  unmurmuring  rea^;]ia- 
tioQ^  examples  of  industrious  benefolenoe,  find- 
ing  their  own  peace  in  the  joy  and  contentment 
ofothers.  But^ifeither^if  Margaret  hersel^wbo 
might  be  considered  aa  in  some  degree  to  Uame, 
had  died,  yet  moat  fmrtunate  would  it  have  been 
for  me^  if  I  with  rash  band  had  not  implicated 
myself  in  the  catastrophe. 

By  cutting  them  off  as  I  did,  I  snbjected 
them^  lo  the  extent  of  my  power,  to  unmerited 
obloquy.  I  displayed  in  the  most  uneqmyocal 
manner  my  own  senae  of  their  g;uUt.  And 
mankind,  who  are  ever  rash  and  wbolesale  in 
their  judgments^  would  likely  enougb  say^  He 
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must  have  been  satisfied.  He  would  never  have 
rusbed  to  so  tragical  a  conclusion  without  un- 
questionable  grounds.  I  therefore  by  one  and 
the  same  act  Buddenly  cut  the  thread  of  their 
lives^  and  darkened^  to  all  that  knew  or  that 
ever  heard  of  them^  their  spotless  and  well- 
eamed  reputation. 

^^The  tongue^""  says  the  apostle^  '^is  a  little 
member;  but  it  defileth  the  whole  body,  setteth 
on  fire  the  course  of  nature,  and  is  itself  set  on 
fire  of  helL''    And^  if  this  may  be  said  of  the 
tongue,  how  much  more  of  the  band  ?  It  is  our 
Single  Instrument  of  direct  yiolence.     It  com- 
nüts  thefts^.and  every  species  of  fraud.    Every 
rash  act  in  which  we  engage^  is  its  especial  pro- 
vince.     It  perpetrates  indignities;  it  wounds; 
it  nudms.     It  commits  murders,  both  upon  the 
animal  creation,  for  alleged  necessity  and  for 
sport^  and  upon  our  fellow*men.    It  executes 
the  bloody  decrees  of  our  criminal  law.   ^'  From 
whence  come  wars  and  fightings  among  us  ? " 
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It  mow8  äovm  whole  anmes,  aad  dceoiajM 
mighty  provinces .  All  the  crimeB  aad  aliocikiea 
that  blot  the  page  of  bistory  are  peipetnlcd  by 
this  Single  implement.  Sufely  theo  it  beooinea 
US  to  aet  a  watch  upon  its  use,  and  deeply  to 
reflect^  before  we  put  forth  the  magnitude  of  its 
power ! 

As  I  have  said—- As  long  as  my  mind  was  on 
the  Stretch,  evcF  esqpecting  thedestroyer,  i^ 
prehenshe  that  e^ ery  door  that  opened  woold 
prove  the  door  of  irretrievaUe  fate,  liatening  to 
every  sound  and  believing  it  the  harbinger  of 
Tengeance,  my  thoughts  were  bq^uiled.    I  had 
not  leisure  for  the  bitterest  misery.    Bot,  now 
that  my  person  is  secure,  and  I  no  longer  fear 
the  miiuaters  of  human  justice,  my  ccHiditiaii 
becomes  infinitely  worse.    I  have  nothing  to 
do,  but  to  ruminate  on  what  I  have  committed. 
I  may  fill  my  cup  of  remorse  to  the  brim.    I 
may  temper  it  with  a  thousand  deadly  ingre- 
dients.    And  the  more  I  revolve  in  my  seaet 
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Mid  the  deed  I  hare  perpetrated^  tiie  blacker 
dcüM  it  ahew  its^. 

I  am  burnt  up  wiih  a  oontunial  fever.  Sleep 
baa  become  a  atranger  to  my  lids.  I  loathe 
ewtry  apedes  of  refection.  If  I  eat  of  animal 
food,  I  imtige  the  fleah  of  him  I  have  mur- 
dered.  If  I  drink,  my  cup  appears  mingled 
with  blood.  I  think  of  myself  as  the  inost 
atrocioiia  of  ofiendera.  I  aay  to  myself  a  thou- 
sand  timtAy  Never  was  guilt  comparable  to 
mme ! — ^This  cannot  last  kmg. 

I  am  conscious  that  I  am  the  worthy  object 
of  universal  bäte.  Whoeyer  looks  upon  me, 
and  knows  me  for  wbat  I  am^  must  tum  from 
me  with  inexpressible  loathing.  Like  the  in- 
fatuated  victims  of  superstition^  wben.  they  see 
a  raven  or  other  bird  of  ill  omen^  so  do  those 
who  meet  me,  prognosticate  a  thousand  evik 
impending  over  them  from  the  enoounter. 
Those  only  who  know  me  not,  can  look  on  me 
with  serenity  and  indifference.    Happy  was  I 

VOL.  III.  p 
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when  I  could  slink  aiong  unheeded,  and  thosc 
who  saw  me  feit  no  occasion  to  lament  orer  the 
misfortiuie  that  di^ged  their  Steps.  Happy  am 
I  in  unviolable  solitode  [No ;  Bot  happy,  inez- 
pressibty  miserable];  but,  when  a  human  crea>- 
tnre  Starts  up  in  my  path^  then  I  feel  my 
curse^  vast,  aU*embracing,  cmmbling  and  dis* 
solving  all  the  musdes  of  my  frame. 

Why  then  do  I  pen  this  history  ?  Who  can 
sympathise  with  me?  Who  can  endare  to 
peruse  the  tale>  Yes^  though  I  am  odioos, 
horrible  even  to  the  imägining^  and  past  all  re- 
demption^  yet  the  narrative  has  ita  atontog 
features.  By  some  inscrataUe  ordinalen, 
though  I  am  .thüs  worthy  of  execration,  the 
progress.  of  my  destiny  has  allied  me  to  all 
that  IS  exceSent  and  iUustrious  in  woman,  to 
Emilia,  to  Maigarat,  to  Catkeriney  eacfa  per- 
fectly  distinct  in  her  qnalities,  3^  jointiy  snd 
sucoessively  exhihiting  wliatevcr  is  moal  pre- 
cious^  and  admitahle^  and  life-ginng  in  human 
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nature.  Let  then  the  reader  forget»  and  abjure 
all  sympathy  trith  me ;  bat  let  tiim  valne  mjr 
tale  for  tbeir  akca.  No  oiber  atory  ever  pre- 
sented  such  a  consteUation  of  virtnea. 

The  reader  maj  alan  coUeet  one  iuvahiable 
mocal  from  my  hiatory«  My  offence,  tboQgh 
clothed  with  every  poeaible  aggnuratton^  was 
bat  the  o£Beiioe  of  an  instant.  In  all  that  went 
before,  and  all  that  fidlöwed^  I  waa  guiltless. 
What  a  momentons  deposit  thereforey  and  com- 
mitted  to  how  frail  a  costody,  is  human  life ! 
There  is  scarcci^y  an  instant  that  passes  over 
our  heads,  that  may  not  have  ita  freigbt  of  in* 
famy.  How  oaght  we  to  watch  orer  our 
thoughts,  that  we  may  not  so  much  as  imagioe 
any  enonnity !  How  emetly  regahAed  and 
nicely  balanced  oog^t  to  be  onr  mcdhations, 
thait  no  provoeation  may  take  firom  us  the  mas- 
tery  of  ourselTesy  and  hnrry  ua  heaAmg  ten 
thousand  fiithoma  beyond  the  k^el  of  a  somd 
discietion !    '^  Wherawith  shall  a  man  deanse 
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Im  h^'%  in  «br  cooipKeMld  fepgwmteNrirf 
9Miid  0lBt9i  fif  (bmfiog^coiMlaiicjF  aod  Mdi 

'  I  am  iio«r  arriv«»!  «at  the^  last  page  (^  wy 
0ero&4    I  began  it  ia  the  Nelherianda*    Ictm- 
ttmied  it  ia  die  solitary  and-  ndnmia  cartJaoff 
tht  Rhtne.    It  has  constituted  a  ecMft  of  diwr» 
sien  to  my  anguishr  Hettoapect,  thoogh  aeariy 
ailied  to  all  I  .was  then  saffaringt  seamed  to  be 
the  rdief  of  ao  aU-derouriiig  monotoiiy.     I 
leare  it  bahiad  me  to  be  diqpeaed  itf  by  my 
successors  as  tbey  pleaie,     I  do  ndt  forbid 
them  to  destroy  it.    If  it  never  aee  tbe  light, 
it  will  yet  have  senred  a  temporary  pufpoee  to 
inyaelf .  Catherine  ha»  a  chibl»  a  boy,  beauüful, 
loT^,  and  of  seraphic  innocenoe.     As  long  as 
she  or  her  offspring  aee  the  light,  theae  papen 
mast  never  be  divulged.    I  bave  cfaanged  the 
namea  indeed ;  but  the  atory  ia  too  fall  of  par- 
ticidaf a,  BUiny  <rf  Adn  well  kncnm,  for  it  to 
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te  [^ostiMe  tlmt  it  «bmld  notbebmught  hoMe. 
Y«t,  if  Catherine  and  ber  taotfband  «o  pleaae, 
let  thk  narrative  be  preserveil  I  It  nmf  nively 
be  kept  in  perfect  security.  And»  tuob  is  the 
endless  ncisBitude  ot  homaD  tbinga^  a  ecfttüiy, 
or  even  half  a  Century  may  pass^  and  all  things 
connected  witb  my  tale  nmy  be  oblitesated; 
and  Deloraine,  and  the  fatal  name  to  which 
that  appeüation  aenrea  as  a  veil^  may  have  pe* 
rished  from  the  memoriea  of  men;  and  this 
Story  may  no  more  be  a  libel,  than  the  records 
of  Haroun  AI  Raachid,  or  the  fortunea  of  Aha- 
BueruSj  Vaahti  and  Haman. 
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